
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Special Forest Products 

When you think of the forest, what comes to mind? Camping adventures, hunting for big game, 
hiking, or just finding solitude? 

Aside from these great opportunities, your public forests and woodlands are also home to many 
products that can be harvested for recreation, personal use, or as a source of income. 

Special Forest Products (SFP) is a term used to describe some of the vegetative material found on 
public lands like grasses, seeds, roots, bark, berries, mosses, greenery, edible mushrooms, tree 
seedlings, burls, transplants, Christmas trees, poles, rails, posts, boughs and firewood. (Trees or 
logs that contain saw timber are not considered SFP.) 

The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) SFP program provides the public with the 
opportunity to harvest usable materials from the landscape. The most common types of SFP 
available on and gathered from public lands in Harney County are mushrooms, poles, posts, 
boughs and firewood. Mushrooms and poles are more readily available on U.S. Forest Service-
managed lands, but posts, boughs and firewood are easy to find on BLM-managed lands as well.  

Mushrooms can be found in forest and non-forest environments, often in leaf litter or other plant 
organic material, and near trees in deciduous and coniferous woodlands. Many mushrooms are 
edible, harmless and delicious; many others are poisonous. It is critically important to know the 
difference! Mushroom hunting in Harney County is most popular in the spring, following a 
previous-summer’s wildfire event.   

Depending on size, the uses for posts, poles, and rails are as varied as a person can invent or the 
market will allow. Popular uses include fences, corrals, flag poles, tepee poles, children's 
playhouses, and jungle gyms. 

Boughs are typically used by individuals and the floral industry for a variety of seasonal 
decorations. All conifers can be used this way, but the most popular species in the Burns District 
is juniper. Juniper boughs are generally harvested in 12 inch lengths, packed into 27 cubic feet 
bales, and hauled by truck to various places across the country. Though the amount varies on an 
annual basis, one year the Burns District issued a gathering permit for 350,000 pounds of boughs. 
You can bet that some Harney County juniper ends up overseas in holiday wreaths and swags! 

There are many places on U.S. Forest Service and BLM-managed lands where you can cut 
firewood for personal use. About ten percent of the population uses firewood as its primary 
source of heat. Firewood comes mostly from slash left from completed fuels reduction projects, 
though some also comes from standing hardwoods that must be removed or thinned for safety or 
environmental reasons. Did you know different wood types produce heat at different efficiencies? 
Douglas Fir is the top heat producer while Western Juniper is not far behind. 

Management of SFP is an important component of ecosystem-based resource management on 
public land. Most SFP have limits on daily collection for personal use and require a fee-permit 
for commercial harvest. Firewood cutting, whether in a free or pay-use area, always requires a 
permit. Check with your local BLM office for information and opportunities to harvest special 
forest products. 


