
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

Hey Teachers! Is BLM in YOUR classroom? 

Last week we wrote about the general mission of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 
touched on some of the various programs that work together in taking care of your public 
lands, including our Rangeland Management, Recreation, Wildlife, Fisheries/Riparian, 
Cultural Resources, Fuels/Timber, and Wild Horse and Burro programs.  

Another program vital to our mission is Education. Public lands managed by the BLM provide 
world-class opportunities for formal and informal education and engagement with a variety of 
interested people of all ages. While we do have programs for elementary, middle and high 
school students, we also support learning at the college and university level and beyond – with 
education and engagement opportunities for lifetime learners, seniors, and the general public.  

Whether supporting the use of public lands as outdoor classrooms, delivering a classroom 
presentation to a public school or homeschool group, leading a field trip or afterschool 
program, developing materials that meet the needs of teachers and students, or helping to 
educate the public about natural and cultural resources, BLM staff, volunteers, and partners 
work with learners of all ages. 

A special note to area educators: we realize your school year is absolutely jam-packed with 
demands, testing and approved programs of work, so why not let us help you accomplish your 
goals? Check out the link below and see what the BLM has to offer to you and your students.  
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/res/Education_in_BLM/Learning_Landscapes.html 

At this site, you’ll find information covering a wide range of topics that can be used in lesson 
plans and curricula: classroom investigations, outdoor classroom materials, teaching 
resources, professional development opportunities, a database of classroom activities, and 
electronic field trips. 

In addition, understanding the challenges facing educators, we can offer a specialist to join 
you in-class and combine a regular lesson plan with natural resource education. From art to 
science and social studies to math, many of our programs can fit into your curriculum and 
daily work planning. Working together, we can pool our resources and expand the connection 
between youth and their public lands. 

Education, interpretation, and youth programs are essential for the BLM to achieve its mission 
of sustaining the health, diversity, and productivity of America’s public lands. The BLM’s 
expansive land holdings are significant resources for engaging people of all ages in learning 
about the interconnections among people, cultural heritage, and the natural world. Through 
learning, play, and work, individuals forge connections to their public lands and find personal 
inspiration. Young people, engaged from an early age in learning and recreation on the public 
lands, often go on to become active stewards and conservation leaders. 

Call the BLM Burns District’s Tara Thissell at (541) 573-4519 if you are interested in 
exploring an education opportunity with us. We look forward to supporting your students and 
the great work you do in education. 
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