
Contact:  Tara Martinak (541) 573-4400    Release No. OR-020-09-037       August 31, 2009 

BURNS INTERAGENCY FIRE ZONE CONDUCTING PRESCRIBED BURNS 

HINES, Oregon – Fire crews from the Burns Interagency Fire Zone (BIFZ) expect to conduct 
several prescribed burns within Harney County this fall.  Officials say, if weather permits, they 
could begin burning the week of August 31 and continue off and on until the snow flies. 

Projects for this fall include: 
� 3,500 acres in the North Voltage unit approximately 2 miles southwest of Princeton, 
� 18,000 acres in the Five Creeks Rangeland Restoration Project area south of Diamond, 
� 450 acres in the Rattlesnake area approximately 17 miles northeast of Burns, 
� 150 acres near Dry Mountain, approximately 11 miles northwest of Riley, 
� 6,100 acres in Salt Canyon approximately 20 miles northwest of Riley, and 
� 11,000 acres on the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. 

Several thousand acres of slash piles will also be burned at numerous locations across the north 
end of the BIFZ as conditions allow. 

There will be noticeable smoke and increased traffic around prescribed fire areas.  The public 
should be aware of the activity and avoid the work sites as much as possible. 

The BIFZ conducts a number of prescribed burns each year to reduce fuel loading and the risk of 
catastrophic large wildfires, to increase forage for livestock and wildlife, and to improve wildlife 
habitat.   

For further information on BIFZ prescribed burning, contact Fuels Specialist Sean Rothwell at 
(541) 573-4535. 


