
 

 

 

             

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

Contact:  Tara Martinak (541) 573-4400  Release No. OR-BU-14-23 September 8, 2014 

BLM celebrates Wilderness Act on Steens Mountain  

HINES, Ore. – The U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Burns District, will host a celebration at 

Page Springs Campground on Friday, Sept. 12, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 

Wilderness Act.
 

The anniversary celebration at Page Springs Campground starts at 9 a.m. with a 1-mile walk along 
the Blitzen River Trail to the Page Springs Weir.  Interpretive presentations and discussions, light 
trail maintenance and repairing a water crossing are on the agenda for interested volunteers.  A 
picnic lunch will be provided to those in attendance.   

Everyone is encouraged to attend and celebrate the Steens Mountain Wilderness during this 

commemorative event. Volunteers must provide their own transportation to Page Springs
 
Campground.   


President Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law the Wilderness Act on Sept. 3, 1964, and over the 
past 50 years, Congress has added over 100 million acres to this unique land preservation 
system.  The 170,000-acre Steens Mountain Wilderness was dedicated in October 2000 and 
comprises some of the wildest and most remote land in Oregon.   

For more information this 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act celebration, contact Tom Wilcox, 
Outdoor Recreation Planner, at (541) 573-4534.  

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land, the most of any Federal agency.  This land, known as the National 
System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska.  The BLM also administers 700 million acres 
of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation.  The BLM's mission is to manage and conserve the public lands for the use 
and enjoyment of present and future generations under our mandate of multiple-use and sustained yield.  In Fiscal Year 2013, the 
BLM generated $4.7 billion in receipts from public lands.  
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