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1. 'SHESIUDYAREA- 69,642 acres 

'IheSantaRosaMcxlntainSWSAislocatedinsouthcentrdlRiverside~in 
the central portion of the California Desert Oonservation Area (m). Palm 
Desert, - located seven m i l e s  north, is the closest cmnudty. The WSA 
includes 47,417 of plblic land under the jurisdiction of the Wlreau of Iand 
m g e m n t  (BIM), 1,495 acres of State land, and 20,730 acres of private 
inholdimp (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

Because of the 1- cnmmShip pattern, the WSA boundary is 
extremelymggedandthestudyarealsshapirrqular. Itswestem 
boundary joins the Santa Rosa Wild- Area, a U.S. Forest Servioe 
wilderness area located w i t h i n  the San Bernardino National Forest. 'Ihe 
southem baundary, formed by the Riverside/Inprial county line, coincides 
with a State designated wilderness area in Anza Borrego State Park. me 
remaining baundaries to the east apd north follow section lines and were  
established to avoid agriculture, private land and dish&& public lands. 
Section 10, Tclwnship 8S, Range 5E is w i t h i n  the WSA baundaries. It was 
patented to the State of California in  1983 for State Parks Wilderness under 
the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. 

The terrain is rugged with the elevations rising dramatically frcun j u s t  
above sea level to arrxlnd 7000 feet  i n  a relatively short distame. The WSA 
is laced with deep washes and shal low drainages and supgmrts rnrmeraus 
riparian springs and stream w h i c h  flow year mund. Here, desert and 
muntain envimnments blend together to form a complex werlapping of 
vegetative patterns. Mnneraus l i f e  zones are represented as the elevation 
mes and each reflects a unique plant envhmmmt. Abundant water 
sources faund thraughout the area create riparian oases where plants and 
animals a .  found in great a3xndance and diversity. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal M Folicy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives biere analyzed in  the Draft and 
Final Envirorrmental Inpact Statement (EIS) for the Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in  ZLppendix I11 of the Final EIS. 

2. -ON AND R A T I m  - 69,316 acres -ed for 
wilderness 

276 BIM acres -ed 
for nonwilderness 



Partial wilderness (99% suitable) is the -tion for this WSA. The 
276 acres in this WSA mammded nomuitable are released for uses other 
than wild-. In addition to the Federal a m g e  recammded for 
wilderness, BLM recammends that 11,153 acres of private land be acquired 
thrmgh exchange or pmhase and designated as wilderness. Additional State 
lands totalling approximately 11,023 acres, managed by the State for 
wildlife preservation, will be mcmmended for wilderness but are nut 
mmmmded for acquisition. With acquisition of these inholdings, a total 
of 69,316 a- are mammded for wilderness. 1 lists all 
inholdings and provides additional information on their acquisition. This 
recoanmendation will be implemented in a manner which will use all practical 
means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further explained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The suitable portion of the Santa Rosa Mountains WSA is n e d  for 
wilderness designation because: (1) in all measured values, it exceeds the 
criteria specified in Section 2 (c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964 ; (2) the 
area is replete with special features; and (3) few conflicts exist with 
other resaurces. These boulder strewn mountains, where steep walled canyons 
are eroded by perpetual springs ard  strams that feed hidden palm oases, are 
the essence of a wilderness exprim. The and primeval 
dxxacter of this desert-mountain area enham=es the area's wilderness 
values. As the southem backdrop of the rapidly growing Coachella Valley, 
this rugged range provides an hprtant seasonal recreational outlet to both 
residents and visitors to the area. Because wilderness values are so 
significant, the suitability recoanmendation will preclude any iurther 
vehicular use of approximately nine miles of primitive routes of travel. 

The WSA boundaries a truly unique ernrironment that includes 
unequalled natural =vexse populations of wildlife and vegetation, 
and a variety of habitats that range from Cmosote Wlsh scrub to palm oasis 
W a n d  and finally to mixed conifer forest. A multitude of wildlife and 
vegetation, traces of ancient Native American cultures and unlimited 
panoramic ridge top vistas are found in abundam=e. ?he area is enhanced by 
the fact that it joins designated wilderness in the San Bemardim, National 
Forest along its weste.rn border and designated California State Wilderness 
in Anza Bomego Desert State Park to the south. 

Within the California Desert Consemation Area, the Santa Rosa Mountains WSA 
was detesmined to have saw of the best wilderness values of all study 
areas. This high rating is reflected in other recognitions that the area 
has received. The Santa Rosa Mountains have been recommded for inclusion 
into the Man in the Biosphere Reserve. This area is also an integral part 
of the Santa Rosa Mountains Wildlife Habitat Mamgement Area, a Sikes Act 
project. This area is managed to support the largest population of 
Pleninsular bighorn sheep ( u s  canadensis cremobates) remaining in the 
United states. 



within this WSA, wilderness values are in conflict with mineral resaurce 
values. Haever, no deve1-t of these mineral resources has yet ocarred 
and there are no mining claims on record with BLM. In the sauthern portion 
of the WSA, areas having high potential for the occurrem=e of tungsten and 
1-ne and moderate potential for the of gold are located. 
Also, within the WSA boundaries are two areas having moderate potential for 
the - of geothennal resaurces. 
Only 276 acres of public land within the study area boundary are not 

for wilderness designation. Irxatsd in the exhzm northwest 
comer of the WSA, this sndll parcel almts Highway 74, kmwn as Palm to 
Pines Highmy. As the only thmugh mute  across the Santa Rc6a Mountains, 
this highway receives considerable traffic. The sights and saunds of the 
passing vehicles greatly diminishes the feeling of solitude, detracting frmn 
the wilderness experience to be had at this parcel. Mamgeability of this 
portion of the WSA is also a factor in the nomuitable de-tion. At 
this comer, the WSA boundary folluws section lines, private land 
boundaries and the highway. MaMgeability is constrained by this confusing 
lmmdaq. The area will serve as an effective buffer for the designated 
wilderness by r&ucing the existing noise an3 visual inpacts of the highway. 





Recommended for Explanation 

Non Wilderness 

Moderate Mineral Potential MO Molybdenum M Location in a High Mineral 
Potential Area 

High Mineral Potential 
Location in a Moderate Mineral 
Potent~al Area 



W i t h i n  Wilderness Stuctv Area 
BLM (surface ard subsurface) 
Split  Estate (BIM surface only) 

Inholdings 
State 
Private 

Acres 
47,417 

0 

W i t h i n  the -ed Wilderness Baundary 
BIM (within WSA) 
BLM (outside WSA 
Split  Fstate (within WSA) 1 
Spli t  Estate (outside WSA) 

Total BLM Land Recmmmied for Wilderness 
Inholdings1 
State 

Private 

W i t h i n  the Area N o t  Rwamended for Wilderness 
RLM (surface and subsurface) 
Split  Estate (RLM surface only) 

Total BIM Lands Not -ed for Wilderness 

Acres 
47,140 

0 
0 
0 

Acres 
276 
0 

Pgpendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and spli t  
estate tracts included within the study. For purpses  of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands w i t h  Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lards that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this report by 
the uwner of the surface estate. 



A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Nahrahess: The Santa Rosa Mountains WSA has generally retained 
its primwal character ard influence and man's imprint is 
substantially unnoticeable. The rugged terrain has historically 
limited access into the area. ESrcept  on foot or horseback, deep 
penetration of the area is virtually impossible. With the exception 
of Indian village ruins, Indian artifacts, one abandoned stone cabin 
and a few scattered wildlife drinkers, the area is truly pristine. 
Even ways, so rnrmercrus in most of the desert study areas are scarce. 
Vegetation has remained untouched and the a b m d a x ~  of wildlife 
attest to the fact that humans have been, and are still, only brief 
visitors to the area. 

2. Solitude: The screening effect of the natural barriers cambine to 
pravide truly outstanding opportunities for solitude. In spite of 
the WSA's relative closeness to the Coachella Valley, it is buffered 
from its activity by miles of open space. Designated wilderness 
pmtects the westem and southern borders from intrusion. The 
eastem baundary is isolated by rugged foothills and agriculture. 
The only immediate threat to solitude is fmm Highway 74 in the 
north which passes close to the baundary. Hclwever, this threat is 
mitigated by the small area mcammded as mdtable, and more 
importantly, the extreme ruggedness of the terrain which tends to 
discaurage all but the most determined hikers. 

Internally, the sense of loneliness and isolation is reinforced by 
rugged, varied terrain and areas of dense vegetation which form 
barriers that separate users and divide the study area into 
relatively remote parcels. The views of the fllrrounding mountains 
and valleys provide a sense of spaciousness while the canyons ensure 
opportunities for intimacy and a sense of isolation. The diversity 
of both the tapography and vegetation ensure opportunities for a 
variety of adventures and exciting wilderness e x p r i m  for all 
users. 

This WSA is periodically averflawn by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and flight corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude which 
are d m  necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Rerreation: The Santa Rosa Mountains and 
foothills support steep walled canyons, isolated valleys, hidden 
palm oases, aboriginal trails and numerrxls panoramic ridge tap 
vistas. They pravide an outs- backdrop for recreationists 
seeking primitive and unconfined types of recreation. There are few 
man made features within the study area and these have no impact on 
primitive recreation. The sense of qlete freedom and lack of 



confimmnt is enhanced by the designated wilderness and natural 
areas in the adjoining Anza Borrego Desert State Park and San 
Bernardino National Forest. 

Cumat primitive recreational activities in the Santa Rosa 
Mountains WSA includes backpacking, and horseback riding, day 
hiking, nature study and hunting. Ihe Boo Hoff equestrian trail 
loaps through a comer of the WSA. 'Ibis is one of the few trails in 
the WSA, constructed and maintained by a local equestrian club. The 
Cactus Spring Trail which is an ancient aboriginal pathway, links 
the Santa Rosa plateau with the desert floor in the Coachella 
Valley. To the west, this trail connects the WSA with designated 
wilderness areas in the San Bernardino National Forest. 

Other popular destinations for hikers are Bear Creek Oasis, Ilrost 
Canyon Oasis, Guadelupe Canyon and Devil Canyon. These areas, 
located in the northeast, a .  favored by day hikers and horseback 
riders. Fbckhouse Canyon and valley, in the ex hen^ south, offer 
glimpses into the area's past. Remnants of early Native mican 
and European settlers can still be found. Aocess by foot or on 
horseback is relatively q from Anza Borrego State Park. -it 
Ekak, located near the southeastern baundary of the WSA is a notable 
desert peak. The ascent to the 6623 feet summit is recognized as 
one of the most challenging and rawding climbs of any of the 
desert mountain peaks located in Sauthem California. Local Sierra 
Club chaptem lead organized day and overnight trips to the summit 
of this mmntain. 

Cjqortunities for nature study and phobgm@~y are rated high in the 
WSA. The area displays a diverse m i x b e  of tqgraphy and 
vegetation wh ich  ranges from the desert floor to mauntain peaks. 
Nm=mus life zones are repmsented and each reflects the unique 
plant life identified with the zone. Universities and local 
colleges utilize the Santa Fbsa Mountains frequently as a living 
laboratory for scientific and informal studies and outings. 

lhmting is restricted to the southem half sf the WSA since the 
northern portion is located within a State Wildlife Fbfuge. Deer ,  
quail and dove are hunted in season. 

4. Swzial Featums: The Santa Rosa Mountains abaund with areas of 
Imam cultural rescwrces and/or sensitivity. Many locations 
containing shed scatters, primitive trails, rock cairns, roasting 
pits, milling stations, rock alignments, rock shelters and 

examples of rock art have been d-ted. I&mants of 
enth villages and temporary camps still remain. ~ative Americans 
have identified areas that are currently used for t a p r a r y  
habitation, resaurce collection and ritual hunting. 



The mauntains are well knam for their Ftmhsular bighorn sheep. 
This subspecies (Ovis camdensis cremmhtes) is listed by the State 
of California as -tened. It is limited to the Fenhsular Ranges 
of Southem California an3 Northem Baja California, Mexico. With 
an estimated rnrmber of 350 animdls, the Santa Fbsa Mountains supprt 
the largest herd in the United States. The herd utilizes the entire 
ramp between the 1000 feet and 4000 feet levels. Bear Creek, Deep 
Canyon and Martinez Canyon are extmnely important as sunrmey 
concentration areas and along with one existing guzzler, pwide the 
water and rugged escape terrain neesary for lambing, Mule deer 
(Odocoileus hemionus) are abmdant thmqhout the coniferaus forests 
at the higher elevations and can be f& thwghout the area above 

3500 feet level. Mcuntain lion  elis is concolor), hbcat ( L m  
rufus) , grey fox (Urocvon chereoamenteus), wyote (Canis latrans) 
ard ringtail (Bassarkas astutus) round out the diverse animal 
population in the WSA. 

Avian predators imlude the great horned awl, prairie falcon, and 
golden eagle, all of which nest and forage throughout the area. 

?he reptilian fauna faund in the WSA is as varied, The elevation 
span and undi- nature of the area provides broad 
representation of the species characteristic of the laws Sonoran 
life zones. Frogs, toads and a relic salamnder, the desert slender 
salamander, which will undoubtedly be added to the Federal and State 
species list, ccnuplete the cast. 

Scenic quality throughout the area is high werall and during the 
scenic quality evaluation was rated ackaely high in the categories 
of laxlfom, color ard vegetation. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Presenration Svstem 
lmE9 

Assessins the diversity of natural system and features as 
re~msented bv emwskm: The WSA contains 23,221 acres of the 
California Qlapmal/Juniper-pinyon woodland (Junipems-Pinus) and 
24,196 acres of the Amrican Desert/- Wzsh-Bur Sage (m- 
Frameria) emsyshn. Adjacent to two designated wilderness areas, 
the Santa Rosas provide the missing piece which links the two 
distarrt environments together. It ties the heavily vegetated 
muntains of the San Bernardino National Forest to the dry, b a ~ e n  
sands of Anza Borrego State Park. Its transition f r c a ~ l  desert to 
mcruntain completes an environmental sequence that includes 
landform, wildlife and vegetation. Few, if any, such unique 
environments can be found within the NWPS. 



Table 2 - E m q s k m  Representation 

Bailey-Kudiler 
Classification N W P S A r e a s  Other BIM Studies 
DominIPrwb/PNV areas acres -- areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Cresote Eush- 
Wlr Sage 3 126,033 48 1,547,244 

California Chappaml/Jdper- 
Pinyon Woodland 1 42,971 1 13,736 

American Desert/- Eush- 
Wlr Sage 2 26,427 20 952,783 

California Chappaml/J\miper- 
Pinyon Woodland 1 42,971 1 13,736 

2. the omortunities for solitude or ~rirnitive -tion 
within a davvs drivins time (five hours) of mior d a t i o n  
centers: The WSA is within a five-ham drive of nine major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the rnrmber and acreage of 
desigrated areas ard other BIM study areas within a five-ham drive 
of the popollation centers. 

Table 3 
W i l d e r n e s s  Opportunities for midents 

of Major Population Centers 

m a t i o n  
Centers 

mareas Other BLM Studies 
areas acres -- areasacres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa AM 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
IDS Angeles-Long E&a& 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa EWbara-Santa Maria-Lranpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Arizona 
Phoenix 

N e v a d a  - vegas 



3. Balancim the geouramc distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of eleven BIM WSAs reamended for wilderness 
designation. The WSA is adjacent to the Santa Rosa Wilderness Area, 
administered by San Bernardino National Forest and Anza Borrego 
Desert State Wilderness. Also within a 50 mile radius are the 
following designated wilderness areas: San Jacinto and San Goryonio 
Wilderness Areas, administered by San Bernardino National Forest; 
Pine Creek and Agua Tibia Wilderness Areas, a- . . 
Cleveland National Forest; Joshua Tree Wilderness Areas, 

by 

administered by Joshua Tree National Monument; and Cuya-maca 
Mountains and Mount San Jacinto State Wilderness Areas. 

The Santa Rosa Mountains WSA is manageable as wilderness. Although mch 
of the area reflects a ch- land amership pattern, projected 
private land uses are compatible with wilderness manag-t. m e  
majority of private land in the WSA is uwned by the State of California 
and managed by the California Department of Fish and Game as a wildlife 
refuge. Since their goal is to maintain the habitat in as pristine a 
condition as possible, there should be no conflict with wilderness 
values. On the remaining private lands within the WSA1s borders, little 
development could take place, and, what ccplld, by the nature of the 
rugged terrain, would be isolated. BLM has determined that the land 
amaship pattern, w h i c h  under most c- wuuld preclude 
wilderness designation, in this case, has virtually no h p c t  on the 
manageability of the area. 

Once designated wilderness, an administrative determination will be made 
to provide for maintenance of the bighorn guzzler. 

Adjoining designated wilderness on the west and south enham=es the 
manageability not only of the Santa Ibsa Mountains WSA but also of the 
two existing wilderness areas. signing will be reSplired along these 
borders, hawever, since each administrating agency has their rn set of 
rules and regulations co- wilderness use. The exhemely rugged 
terrain along the eastern and northern boundaries virtually preclude 
penetration except in a few isolated canyons. 

The single location where manageability is constrained is the parcel in 
the extreme northwest corner mcmmended nodtable. The manageability 
concerns involve an irregular boundary follawing section lines, private 
land baurdaries and Highway 74. Because positive on the gmund 
identification of this bmndaq is difficult as is delineation by 
signing, inadvertent acroachments may occur, degrading the parcels 
~turalness and invading solitude. 

Military werflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resaurce. 



D. Eslerav and Mineral Resource Values 

Summaw of Information Knawn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recammendation: The Santa Fbsa WSA (CECA 341) is 
located in the BLM Santa Rosa Mountains Geology-Eteqy-Mheral (GE- 
M) Fbsomce Area ((;RA). The GE-M section of the wilderness portion 
of the CECA Plan EIS (Volume B, Appadix 111) stated that mineral 
resaurce data had not been fully analyzed, integrated, or 
interpreted during the 1980 recoamnendation prccess. H m e v e r ,  the 
1980 EIS did state that the WSA had possible potential for metallic 
msarces based on g-dcal data, but the data were insufficient 
to evaluate the potential for other mineral resaurces. The GE-M 
data in the EIS did not indicate the rnmrber of mining claim within 
the WSA as of Decmber 12, 1979. 

In 1980 when the suitability -tion was made, little data 
was available in the GRA file com=erning this WSA. The 1980 GRA did 
contain same midace that indicated there was potential for 
metallic minerals, limestone, and geoth- resouraes; however the 
exact extent of this mineralization was not knmn nor classified. 

2. Summaw of Siunificant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminaw Suitability -tion Which Should Be Considered in 
the Final -tion: The U. S. Geological Suwey (US) and 
U.S. Wlreau of Mines (BOM) conducted a mineral w e y  for the 
suitable portion of the WSA. In July 1987 a draft of the USGS 
Report for the WSA was obtained by BTM. This report identifies 
several areas in the WSA with moderate or high potential for gold, 
tungsten, and limestone. 

'Ihe USGS/BQM report identified several areas in the remmatied 
suitable southern portion of the WSA possessing high and/or moderate 
potential for mineral -. In one area, replacement 
deposits, found along contacts between granitic intrusive rocks and 
meozoic carbonate rocks, have a high potential for the ocr=urrem=e 
of tungsten and construction quality limestone. These deposits were 
also faund to contain ancanalow concentrations of beryllium, 
bismth, ccpper, molykdenum, tin, and zinc. At a second site, 
quartz veins, cutting throtqh quartz monzonite, gneiss, schist, and 
mylonite rocks, were classified as having a moderate potential for 
the axummce of gold (see Map 2). 

The California ~ivision of Mines and Geology (CI2-G) mapped a larye 
shear zone (Rogers, T., 1965, Geoloaic map of California: Santa Ana 
sheet, Olaf P. Jenkins, edition) as trending northwesterly and 
emiing at the point that reacbes the western baundary of the WSA. 
All of the mineralized areas lie in the southern portion of the WSA 
and a .  laryely associated with this shear zone and its associated 
faults. 



T h e  USGS/EKBl report extends the faults of this shear zone into and 
a ~ t h e W S A t o a n a r e a w i t h k n c r w n h o t s p r ~ a t t h e e a s t  
bmdary of the WSA. Generally, the east boundary of the WSA is 
also the west bwdary of the Coachella Valley area classified by 
BLM (1982) as prospectively valuable for geothermal resaurces. The 
USGS report stated that no evidence of hot springs or other 
geothermal M c a t o r s  were noted in the WSA. H m e r ,  the 
recoaranended suitable south portion of the WSA is classified under 
the BLM classification system as having a mderate potential for the 
occ=urrem=e of geothermal resouroes (see Map 2) . 'Ihis classification 
is based on the connection between the shear zone, an area with 
laxlwn hot springs, and the portion of the WSA mapped by C t E  as 
having favorable geologic conditions for geothermal resources 
(Majmundar, H. , 1983, Technical Map of Geothermal Resaurces of 
California, Tkdmical Map No. 5 )  . 
Alder Canyon, in the m e d  suitable west portion of the WSA, 
has been assigned a moderate potential for geotherml resources by 
the BLM. 'Ihis canyon contains the Wlck Ridge Fault w h i c h  is a 
branch fault of the San Jacinto fault zone, an area classified by 
CI3-G as favorable for the oc<nurem=e of geothermal resaurces. 

Sard and gravel resaurces occur in Alder Canyon. To date no 
prahction or intexest has been e x p m  in developing these 
resaurces. As of Deoember, 1987, no unpatented mining claims were 
recorded with BLM in this WSA. 

E. flrmmaw of Ernriromental Conseuumces of the Promsed Action 

1. limact on Wilderness Values: Tlroqhout the suitable area, 
wilderness values will be maintained. Minor beneficial impacts to 
naturalness will occur because of the restrictions placed on fire 
suppression activities. In the mall mnsuitable area, rugged 
terrain precluding entry will protect existing wilderness values. 
Should any developent of private inholdings occur before Federal 
acquisition, wilderness values will be adversely impacted. 

Based on the current lack of interest in minera l  development, impact 
on wilderness values fram any development on areas of mineral  
potential are considered very law. 

2. Impact on Biuhorn Shee~/Habitat: Habitat thmqhout the area will 
remain in its present condition. Pla-t anl main- of 
improvemmts such as water guzzlers, and herd management will be 
constrained by wilderness designation because of the restrictions 
placed on motorized vehicles, specifically helicopters, and 
mechanized equiprent. Guzzler maintenaxe will be prwided for 
t h m q h  administrative designation. 





3. Imact on Desert Slender SdlamanderlHabitat: Habitat within the WSA 
will remain in its present condition. Study and inventory of this 
elusive species m y  be constrained by wilderness designation because 
of mstrictions plaoed on the use of mechanized equimt. 

4. Imact on Cultural Rsoumes: Designation will have little inpact 
on the preservation of cultural resaurces in the WSA. Existing 
Federal laws and BLM management guidelines, as well as rugged, 
inaocessible terrain, already provide adequate protection for these 
special values. 

5. ImDact on Native American Values: The proposed action will result 
in slight beneficial inpacts by preseming the traditional 
collection areas and ritual sites in their present state for 
generations to came. 

6. ImDact on Mineral Ebmloration and Develorxnent: Unless claims are 
filed before designation, opportunities for minexal development on 
99% of the WSA will be eliminated by wilderness designation. 

F. L a x l  Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or ecodc considerations were identified in the 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will cccur 
in this doc=ument. 

G. Summarv of WSA - eific Public -ts 
Public caments were solicited throughout all phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the pblic during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The follming is a 
sumnaq  of all ocamuents received. Inaccuracies that are kmwn to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Public ocamuents stated ovexwhelmingly that this 
area is one of the most pristine and potentially spectacular 
wilderness areas in the desert. These cuments will be evaluated in 
the study phase to determine if an enlarged area should be 
considered. 

2.  stud^ Phase: Of the 71 amnents received on this WSA, all but 11 
supported wilderness designation. Many respondents stated that 
this is one of the most out&andiq wilderness H d a t e s  in the 
California Desert. The two reasons given most frequently for 
supporting wilderness were the contiguity of WSA 341 with USFS FW?E 
I1 lands (Cactus Springs) and the presence of the rare Peninsular 
bighorn sheep. 

Other features mentioned by wilderness proponents as needing the 
protection of wilderness status were: the desert slender 
salammder; at least three rare plants - Santa Fbsa sage, redshank 
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&anise, and agave; fossil mammals; and archaeological values. The 
area pmvides an exanple of a m~untain-to-desert transition area and 
excellent mrtunities for education and resen-&. m t y  to 
u&an areas was considered to be a pasitive feature, sine it 
prwids unusual "escape terrain.I1 Specific areas within the WSA 
w h i c h  were nated were Cactus Springs trail, lbro Feak, Martinez 
Peak, Cayate Canyon, Mexican Hat, and Horsethief Cnek .  A few 
letters mentioned the lack of vehicle access and the damage whi& 
vehicles could have in this special area. The contiguity of the WSA 
with Fish and Game wildlife lands and with Anza Elorrego Desert State 
Park were additional m n s  for designating this area as 
wilderness. 

Extensive non-public land umership within the WSA was addresed 
both by proponents and oppnents of wilderness status. Proponents 
nuted the willingness of the Nature Conservaq  and the California 
Department of Fish and Game to submit their holdings for wilderness 
designation. They also suggested that school districts would 
benefit from a trade of their lands here for high m e m e  producing 
lands elsewhere. Opponents of wilderness said this che&&mazd 
area did not contain 5,000 acres of contiguous land and, therefore, 
did not meet the wilderness mquimtmts. The cost of acquiring 
private lands wmld be prohibitive to averburdened taxpayers. 

Those who objected to wilderness designation gave the following 
m n s .  The areals plant life is typical, not unique. The western 
and southern portions of the WSA shdd be eliminated from further 
study shoe the amnumications facilities on Toro (outside the 
WSA) degrade scenic quality. Opportunities for vehicle access are 
few and must be continued so that people can enjoy the wilderness. 
Envi ronm~td l  impacts of such access would be ncinimal and would be 
obliterated by weather. Mineral resaurce development is a primary 
concern, and provisions should be made to allow 
development on private lands withdrawn from multiple use. 
Geothermal potential exists within the area. The Army Corps of 
Engineem noted that WSA 341 may affect dam and debris basin sites 
under consideration in the m a n  Wells-Dead Indian Creek-Deep 
Canyon areas. 

Thirtynine cxmnnents were received in response to the Public Input 
Workbmk (3/15/79). The vast majority encouraged wilderness 
classification to protect the fragile emqstem and requested 
-ion of the baundaries and acquisition of private lands. A few 
of those who cunnnented were opposed to wilderness because of the 
great amount of prim& land in the WSA and the lack of access for 
lnotorized vehicles. The University of California wanted to acquire 
land in the northern portion of the WSA to add to its Deep Canyon 
rksfxt &seadl Center. 



3. Draft Plan Altematives: Both the conservation oriented public, as 
represented by the Sierra Club and the Audubon Society, and the 
multiple use proponents, as represented by the National Outdoor 
Cualition (NOC) , supported a wilderness recoanmendation for this WSA. 
No new aqmmks were presmted. The Coachella Valley Water 
District any actions which would hinder construction of 
projects which would protect the valley f m  periodic floods f m  
nKnmtain canyons. 

4. FTamed Plan: Generdl input was similar to that for the Draft 
Plan. The Coachella Valley Association of Governments favored 
wilderness for this area. Several of those who cammted, including 
the California Department of Fish and Game, remmmded acquisition 
of the ch- private lands as early as pcssible for 
protection of the Bighorn Sheep. 



APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISIT ION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 
AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

SANTA ROSA MOUNTAINS WSA (CDCA-341) 

TYPE OF ESTIMATED 
OWNERSHIP COST OF 
BY ESTATE ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION NUMBER PRESENTLY PREFERRED LAND PROCESSING 

PARCEL TOTAL OF SURFACE SUBSURFACE PROPOSED FOR METHOD OF COSTS COSTS 
No. TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN ACREAGE OWNERS ESTATE ESTATE ACOUISITION ACQUISIT ION ( $ 1 0 0 0 )  ( $ 1 0 0 0 )  

SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 
SBM 

PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 
FEDERAL 

PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 
PRIVATE 

YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 

PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 
PURCHASE 

* I n d i c a t e s  t h a t  e x a c t  p a r c e l  a c r e a g e  i s  unknown.  T o t a l  a c r e a g e  f o r  a l l  p a r c e l s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n  a r e  
shown i n  ( ) .  

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  B u r e a u  L a n d  R e c o r d s  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l  t h a n  G I s  e s t i m a t e s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
may d i f f e r  f r o m  a c r e a g e  s u m m a r i e s  i n  T a b l e  1 .  



Moderate Mineral Potential M Location in a High Mineral 
Potential- Area 
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