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1. 'IHESlUDYAREA- 108,238 acres 

The Cady Mountains WSA is located in San Benaardino Countywithin the central 
portion of the California Desert Consemation Area (CDCA) . The area is 
sandwiched between Interstates 40 and 15 approximately 35 miles east of 
Barstow. The WSA includes 77,015 acres of public land under the jurisdiction 
of the J3ureau of land Management (BLM) , 3,093 acres awned by the State of 
California and 28,130 acres of private land (See Map 1 and Table 1). 

The highly irregular northern border of the WSA resulted from an attempt to 
exclude contiguous blocks of private land. Sedion lines mke up the western 
baundary and the southern bomdaq meanders along the base of the Cady 
Muuntains, avoiding areas of existing surface disixubmes. The 
southeastern b o m d a ~ ~  is along an imaginary line 400 feet north of three high 
tension puwerlines which were in place in 1979, except where the service road 
extends beyond the 400 feet and then the sewice mad is the boundary. A 
gravel mad and the abandoned Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad grade forms the 
eastern boundary. 

The WSA consists of the Cady Mountains which are a law, dark series of 
detached ridges and several intewening valleys. Washes which bisect the 
ridges are broad and contain wind-deposited sand. Elevations range from 1200 
feet on the northeast bajada which is within the Mojave River Valley, to 4627 
feet at the top of Cady Peak. Within the center of the WSA, and completely 
sumxmded by the mountains, is the large, broad area knmn as Hidden Valley 
which is two to three miles wide and six miles long. The area contains the 
typical creosote bush scrub vegetative assemblage that exhibits same 
variability based upon elevation. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Managemnt Act (m). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Ennrironmental lhpact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in I11 of the Final EIS. 

2. -ON AND RATI0IGU.E -- 0 acres reamended for 
wilderness 

77,015 BLM acres recammded for 
norwilderness 

No wilderness is the recammendation for the Cady Mountains WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Future 
activities in the WSA will be controlled by a canbination of moderate and 
lcrw intensity multiple use management as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This 
recammendation will be implemented in a manner which will use all practical 
means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 



The Balanoed Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and m e r  explained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The mosaic pattern of land awnership, existing impacts on private 
inholdings, the need to keep the land available for full development of a 
designated utility corridor, popularity of the area for mckhomdbg and 
motorized maeation, and mineral resaurce potentials are of greater 
significance than the area1 s value as wilderness. Designation of the area 
as wilderness would not contribute any additional unique or distinct 
featues to the National Wilderness Preservation System. Other WSAs in the 
California Desert that are remmended suitable offer a much more extensive 
and diverse representation of desert wilderness values. There are 
approximately 46 miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, washes 
and other urrmaintained routes of access which will remain available for 
vehicular use. 

The WSA is not manageable as wilderness. Ap~mximately 30% of the WSA is 
non-public land which contains numerous permanent facilities, incluling 
routes of travel and a dirt air strip. The inholdings (minimum of 66 
paroels) are scattend throughout the entire WSA, and several seztions of 
public land (each 640 acres) along the western and northern border are not 
contiguous with the rest of the public land in the WSA. The public land in 
the eastern 0 n e - W  of the area is also not contiguous with the rest of 
the WSA. The mosaic land ownership pattern essentially block the WSA into 
north-suuth strips of public land with many isolated east-west fingerlike 
extensions. 

The Consolidated General Plan of San Ewmrdho County designates the area 
Rural Conservation. Zoning allows the parcels to be subdivided and/or 
utilized for residential, cammercial, industrial or agricultural pqmses. 
In adBdition, there is no existing access to many of the inholdings and  son^ 

of them contained identified mineral values. The cost and effort of 
acquiring all of the private land to assure that wilderness values could be 
maintainxi would be forbidding. 

Wilderness designation would prohibit full development of an energy and 
transmission corridor designated in the 1980 CDCA Plan and EIS. The two- 
mile wide corridor overlaps the southeastern boundary of the WSA for 
approximately one mile. This corridor, along with others in the CDCA, were 
designated to accammdate the long term energy and cmnunication needs of 
the southwestern United States. Depending upon the juxtaposition of the 
WsAs ultimately designated wildemess within the CDCA, there may or may not 
be constraints to full developmsnt of such corridors. 

Historical recreation use in the area is considend significant and is 
depndent upon vehicle access. There are 46 miles of routes of travel 
within the WSA. Use levels are considered high and are primarily associated 
with recreational off-highway vehicle (OHV) travel for quail hunting and 
zmckhounding. The Cady Mountah offer excellent rockhounding apporhdties 
for agates, jasper, and chalcedony. 



The area fluraunding the WSA has a long history of mineral  exploration and 
development. Fortions of the WSA have moderate potentials for gold, 
fluorite, silica, lead, and pumice. Currently, 47 mining claims enamber an 
estimated 940 acres of the WSA. 

The wildlife and vegetative resaurces within the area are typical of the 
fluraunding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State- or 
Federally-listed Wreatemd or endangered plant or animal species. Wildlife 
values include the Cady Mountains desert bighorn sheep herd. Few Native 
American resaurces are documented for the WSA. The area was traditionally 
used by the Ch&uevi d the Serrano. Weral areas of cultural resaurce 
sensitivity also occur in the area. 

The W!3A contains portions of the Afton Canyon Grazing Allotment wh ich  is 
managed mder the Cady Mountain-cmnese Lake Allotmnt Management Plan 
(1983). The all-t contains several grandfathered range hpmvemnts, 
one of w h i c h  is a well, storage tank and corral in Hidden Valley. The 
hpmvemnt is visible thmughout portions of Hidden Valley which is in the 
heart of the WSA and the surraunding peaks in the Cady Mountains. 

Although the area possesses wilderness values that adequately satisfy the 
criteria set forth in Section 2(c) of the 1984 Wilderness Act, they are not 
sufficiently distinctive to override the area's other uses and warrant 
inclusion into the National Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA would 
be best m g e d  and maintained under norwilderness and a cambination of law 
and moderate intensity management guidelines as p m i b e d  in the CDCA Plan. 
Sensitive resaurce values will not be devalued, the quality of desert bighorn 
sheep habitat will be maintained, and opportunities for vehicle dependent 
recreational pursuits will continue to be available. 







W i t h i n  Wild- Study Area 
BLM (surface and suburface) 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 

Inholdings 
State 
Private 

Total 

Within the Ftewmmded Wilderness Eolnmdary 
BLM (within WSA) 
BLM (outside WSA) 
Split Estate ( w i t h i n  WSA) 
Split Fstate (outside WSA) 

Total BLM Land -ed for Wilderness 

Inholdings 
state 
Private 

W i t h i n  the Area Not Reccmmded. for Wilderness 
BLM (surface and suksurface) 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 

Total BLM Lands Not Rxcmmded for Wilderness 

Acres 
77,015 

0 



A. Wilderness Umracteristics 

1. Naturalness: Historic evidence of mining exploration is scattered 
thmqhcut the WSA. Same improvements, h1udi.q a dirt air strip, 
can be faund on the private inholdings which ccanprise appmxhately 
30 percent of the WSA. The 46 miles of routes throughout the WSA 
provide good two and four-wheel drive access. The range 
improvement in Hidden Valley impads the naturalness of the central 
portion of the WSA. However, the majority of the area appears to 
have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and generally 
retains its natural character. M o s t  of the influences of the few 
man-made features within the area are screened by the varied 

2. solitude: The laqe size of the area gives the visitor 
wrtunities for a feeling of isolation in the sandy valleys and 
amng the highly eroded expsed ridges. The overall character of 
the landscape does not reflect the presence of man. The range 
improvement in Hidden Valley is huwever, a reminder of manls 
P-• 

' Ihis WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the Mtional defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and flight corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude which 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Rerreation: The WSA contains vast areas of 
windblown sand and volcanic ridges, thus providing opportunities for 
primitive and unconfined types of recreation. The many miles of 
existing rcoztes of travel do tend to have a limiting affect on 
wrtunities. 

4. EXecial Features: The BTEl sensitive desert bighorn sheep inhabit 
the WSA. Approximately 75% (50 square miles) of the total range 
used by this herd is within the WSA. Two big-game watering guzzlers 
a .  located in the WSA. The herd size is estimated at 25 
individuals. Otherwise, the landforms, ecological diversity, and 
geologic features are not unusual; they are typical of features 
coamnon thrcughout the fllrrounding deserts and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Presewation System 

1. Assessins the diversity of natural svstem and features as 
mresented bv emw&ems: 'Ihis WSA contains 77,015 acres of the 
Amxican Desert/Cmw&e Wlsh ecosystem. The Cady Mountains WSA 
would not hcrease the diversity of the types of eccsystems 
represented in the National Wilderness  resewa at ion System. 



Table 2 - Elmsystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPSAreas Other BLM Studies 
Ibmain/Province/W areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

2. ExDandins the omortunities for solitude or ~rimitive rerreation 
within a dav's drivinq time (five hours) of major m a t i o n  
centers: The WSA is within a five-hour drive of eight major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and EKM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Papulation Centers 
2 

Population NWPSareas Other BLM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa A m  25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Ung Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visaliaaare-porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

3. Balancins the seocmmic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of nine l3IM WSAs rewmended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Joshua Tree 
Wilderness, administered by Joshua Tree National Monument, 50 miles 
south of the WSA. 



The Cady Mountains WSA is not manageable as wilderness. Several 
significant issues make it futile to a m  to maintain the existing 
wilderness values into the future. 

Private inholdings ccanprise ap~mximately 30% of the WSA, fonning a 
mosaic pattern of land awnership that makes it impossible to assure that 
existing wilderness values could be maintained. 'Ihis amership pattern 
results in many portions of the WSA being noncontiguow with the rest of 
the area. Purchase awor e x m e  of the private inholdings would be 
very difficult and costly. Also, there are so many parcels 
that during the time required to initiate and q l e t e  acquisition for 
specific parcels, uses not ccanpatible with wilderness may cccur on other 
parcels 

The County of San Consolidated General Plan designates the 
area for Rural Conservation Uses (RCN) . Pam& size on RCN desigmted 
areas is limited to 40 acres except that parcels less than 40 acres in 
size can also be utilized for a nunbr of alluwable uses. The zoning is 
Desert Living development for residential, cammercial, industrial, or 
manufacturing uses. Also, other development scenarios are allawed with 
the appmval of a conditional use permit. By filing applications for 
minor subdivisions it would be possible to create wer 800 private 
parcels of land within the WSA. IXle to the mosaic mmrzhip patterns, 
the mixed uses w h i c h  are possible on these lands would preclude the 
retention of and management of wilderness values on the public lands. 

Enforcemmt of a vehicle clofllre, if the area were designated 
wilderness, would require constant supemision. The area is a favored 
mckhounding area. Specimens from the area are spectacular, and 
historical recreational use includes vehicle access to traditional use 
areas. There are also good hunting apportunities for quail. 

MinerdL rights would have to be acquired on all valid m i n i n g  claims to 
insure manageability in mineralized portions of the WSA. Forty-seven 
m i n i n g  claims en<.=uraber 940 acres of the WSA. The likelihood for valid 
mineral rights are considered good. Unless the minexal rights a .  
acquired, existing laws and regulations will be unable to prevent 
activities that will cause severe impacts to existing wild- values. 

Military werflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resaurce. 

D. Esleslcrv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Sunnnar~ of Information I?num at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccrmmendation: The Cady Mountains WSA is located in 
the BLM Cady Mountains Geology-Energy-Mherals (GE-M) Resource Area 
(a). BLM GE-M data in the wilderness section of the Desert Plan 
EIS (Volume B, A p p a d h  111) in 1980 indicated that resource data 
for this WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated, and 



htexpreted; at the time of the -tion process. However, 
the EIS did indicate that the WSA had potential for manganese and 
other metals, fluorite, strontium, and uranium. mty mining 
claim were recorded as of the December 12, 1979 in the WSA. 

The GRA file in 1980 supported the EIS statements insofar as 
classifying the WSA for gold, lead, and fluorite potential. GRA 
classifications in the WSA include about one square mile on private 
land in the northwestern part of the WSA as having moderate 
potential for the -ene of gold and lead based on a kmwn -. This particular location is not mentioned in the GRA 
report, but is shuwn on the 1955 Cady Mountain 15-minute Quadrangle! 
=P* 

The 1980 GRA report classified a small area around the Logan Mine as 
having high potential for the occumence of manganese based on past 
pruhction of 71 tons containing 44% manganese during 1930, and 59 
tons of 40.8% manganese in 1942. The southern boundary of the WSA 
was pulled in to barely exclude this area. The GRA file shows about 
two s q u a ~  miles in the northwestern part of the WSA as having 
moderate potential for the occurrence of manganese. 

About four square miles in the northwestern part of the WSA were 
classified as having moderate potential for the - of 
fluorite based on past production of small tonnage during World War 
I south of Afton Canyon. This location is not discussed in the GRA 
report. 

The GRA file classified about one-third of a square mile in the 
northern part of the WSA as having mcderate potential for the 
oocurrem=e of quartz (silica) based on a known occurrem=e just 
outside of the WSA. This classification was supported by a map 
identified in a Southern Pacific report (Collier and Danehy, 1958, 
Geolosv and mineral resources of T. 11 N., R. 5 & 6 E., 44p., map 
1:24,000) whi& shows two - of quartz in the northwest 
portion of the WSA, just outside of the WSA. Nearly one square mile 
in the southwestern part of the WSA was classified as having 
moderate potential for the cccurrence of pumice based on a reported 
ocameme. No additional information is available on this 
prospect. The file classified the northwestern corner of the 
WSA as having moderate potential for the occurrence of sodium and 
oil and gas based on the 1978 U.S. Geological Suwey (USGS) 
classification as prospectively valuable. Since there are no knuwn 

of sodium in the WSA the potential for occwrrence is 
actually ggldg according to the present BLM classification system. 
Also, since the WSA is not near the overthrust belt and there are no 
laxrwn cccurrences of oil and gas in this area, the potential for 
the of oil and gas should be considered gglaw.u 



2. Stmanam of Sidf icant New M i n e r a l  Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminar~ Suitabilitv Recammendation Which should be Considered in 
the Final Reamsdation: No USGS or U.S. Wlreau of Mines mineral  
survey was completed for this WSA because it is r-ed 
nodtable for wilderness designation. 

Three of four fluorite prospects in the northwestern part of the WSA 
were described by Miller (1950, Geolos~ of a xMlrt . . of the Afton Fluorite Mu'mm District ..., Master of Science Thesis, Stanford 
University, 26 p., map ltt = 3OOt). The fluorite occ=urs as 
h y d m t h d  fracture fillings in volcanic rocks. The best showing 
of fluorite is at the Big Horn workings in the north-cmtral portion 
of the WSA. This district is also discussed by Chestennan (1957, 
Fluorwar: Mineral CcxmTlodities of California, California Division 
of Mines Will. 176, p. 201-204) who states that the largest nunbr 
of lawwn fluorspar deposits in California is in San Bemardino 
County. According to Chestennan, numerous veins occur in this 
district near Afton with fluorite-bearing zones mnging from one 
foot to 50 feet in thickness and traceable for nearly 2,000 feet on 
the m a c e .  Sane of the fluorspar occurs in veins that range from 
a few W e s  to four feet in thickness. Chestennan stated that the 
richer parts of the fluorspar-bearing zones locally contain ten to 
40 percent fluorite, but such areas are -1. An analysis of 
representative samples showed a range of 35 to 86 percent calcium 
fluoride, eight to 44 percent silica, and two to 29 percent calcium 
carbonate. These data support the 1980 BLM GRA classification. 

Southern Pacific identified the two manganese pmspeck w h i c h  cccur 
in this area, one of w h i c h  is in the WSA. The occurreme is limited 
to an area of eight by ten feet thick in Tertiary-age tuff breccia. 
Acco- to the SP report. "It is very doubtful that the manganese 
will cccur in the pre-Tertiary bedrock q l e x  or that there will be 
much continuity in the depth. The other omwmme, 0.25 miles 
outside of the WSA, was described as -11 an3 not of -ial 
value. Based on these observations and the fact that there has been 
no production of mnganese f m  the northern part of the Cady 
Mountains, the potential for the occurrences of manganese resources 
in the WSA is classified as having a l w  potential, reducing the 
1980 BLM GRA classification. 

In 1987, a plan of operation was filed for open pit precious metals 
mining in the northwestern part of the WSA. The proposed mine site 
is within a mile of the area classified as having moderate potential 
for the occurrence of lead and gold in the 1980 GRA file. There are 
two other gold/copper occ=urrences in this general area. One of 
these is in section 35 (T. 11 N., R. 5 E. (Wilier & M y ,  p. 7) . 
The second one is in section 11 (T. 10 N., R. 5 E.) (Dibblee and 
Bassett, 1966, Geoloaic map of the Cadv Mountains Ouadranqle ..., 
USGS Miscellaneous Geologic Investigations, Map 1-467, 1:62,500). 
The moderate potential boundary on the WSA mineral potential map was 
expanded to include all four occurrence sites for gold and is sham 
on the accmpanying mineral potential map. 



Since there are no knm ccamences of sodium in the WSA the 
potential for occurrence is considered as being law under m e  BLM 
classification system. In addition, since the WSA is not near the 
overthrust belt and there are no laxrwn cccu~~ences of oil and gas in 
this area, the potential for the occurrence of oil and gas should be 
considered law. 

Unpatented lode mining claims are concentriited in the northwest and 
south-central portion of the WSA. Unpatented minexal claims in the 
WSA are summarized in the follawing table t a k a  from BLM records 
dated Decaker, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Clah 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAlM SUITABLE NONSUIT. TCrrAL sWTABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL, 
Lode N/A 47 47 N/A 940 940 
Placer N/A o o N/A o o 
Millsites N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Totdl N/A 47 47 N/A 940 940 

E. flmrmarv of Bwimnmental Conseuuences of the Promsed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Any private developmnt and access 
requhmmts for the vast acreage of private land spread thmuqhout 
the WSA will negatively impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive 
and unconfined types af recreation. Continued use of the existing 
mutes of travel by vehicle-dependent recreationists will impact 
opportunities for solitude. Any additiondl energy or amnnunication 
facilities built in the utility corridor will impact values along 
the southeastem edge of the WSA. The noise, surface disturbaxe 
and access requirements for any mineral exploration and developnent 
will also negatively impact mturalpless and opportunities for 
solitude and primitive and unconfined types of recreation. 
Military aircraft engaged in law-level maneuvers will continue to 
mtarily disrupt solitude. 

2. ImDact on Minerals and Enem: Opportunities for exploration and 
developent of minerals and energy will continue to be available 
subject to applicable laws, regulations and the moderate and law 
intensity management guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 

3. ImDact on Desert Biqhom Sheep Habitat: The habitat in the 
muntainous portions of the WSA will continue to receive priority 
consideration aver conflicting land uses according to the law 
intensity, multiple use management prescriptions contained in the 
CDCA Plan. Opportunities will be available for vehicle access to 
maintain existing sheep watering guzzlers. 

4. ImDact on Future Utility Corridor Develoxrment: Opportunities will 
continue to be available for full utilization and developmat of the 
utility comidor designated in the CDCA Plan. 
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5.  Impact on Cultural Resource Values: Applicable laws and 
regulations will continue to provide protectian of sensitive 
reSOuzreeS. 

6. ImDact on Livestock Mmaqemmt: Opportunities will continue to be 
available for the devel-t of range hpmwamts and the 
managanmt of liveStock to maximize proper utilizatim of farage 
produced on the public lands. 

7. met on Vehicle-Dement Recreation: -ties will continue 
ta be available for motorized vehicle travel on desigmted routes of 
travel. Access will be available to traditional and 
quail hunting areas. 

8. ImDact on Private Lands Develoament: Pri~te lards can continue to 
be utilized accordiq to county planning skudank. The issuance of 

. BLM rights-of-way will be less constmined by the mdtability 
reoammendation. 

F. Lccal Social and Econdc Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations w m  identified in the Final 
C E A  Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. flmrmanr of WSA - wific Public Curmnents 
Public came.nts were solicited throughout all phases in the devel-t 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into arrpllm+t during developrent 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Praposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all caments receivd. Ina-cies that are known to exist 
are mted in parentheses. 

1. Inventow Pfiase: Caments indicated the presence of several access 
routes w h i c h  are used by rmkhounders an3 for access to mines. 
Other cements agreed with the findings. Mining areas along the 
southern baundary were excluded fram further wilderness 
consideration, where appropriate. 

2. Studtv Phase: Of the 50 letters on this WSA, a l~zqe majority (43) 
opposed further consideration of this area for wilderness; seven 
letters favored wilderness. Tim major groups respnded on this 
unit: four-wheel drive enthusiasts and rocJc collectors. The first 
group mentioned the long-time use of this area for family and 
vehicle-oriented recreation, such as -, motorcycling, 
trail riding, cmptitive events, picnicking, phutogmphy, hunting, 
and camping. Rcck collectors called the Cady Mountains a 
"rockhuundls paradise, stat- that this is one of the best-loved 
camping, collecting, and sightseeing areas in the desert and that 
elderly winter visitors need motorized access to collecting spots. 



Many features were mentioned which respondents felt detracted f m  
the area's wilderness potential: mining operations, power lines, 
ftmxs, structures, stock corrals, windmills, and the noise of two 
railroads, t r u c h  on major highways, and low-flying military 
aircraft. Several letters mentioned vehicle routes which they 
thought should be classified as Itroads. It Others were com=erned 
about the relatively large proportion of privately awned land within 
the stuidy area; one suggested that the amount of public land 
amaunted to less than 5,000 acres. 

A few respondents asked that the road from W o w  to Crucero, which 
passes by Wloadwell Lake and Mkquite Springs, be kept open to 
provide access to Afton Canyon. One letter stated that vehicle 
access is needed by university classes to reach fossil beds in the 
Cady Mountains. Two oil m e s  noted the potential for 
geothermal msouces in the region and the desire to explore for, 
and to develop this resource, as well as oil and gas. A cemmt 
ccanparry feared that its operations might conflict with the 
requirement for Class I air quality within a wilderness area and 
asksd for a one-mile buffer zone. Several letters mentioned the 
presence of the Tom and Tidewater Railroad remnants and a 
portion of the Old Mojave Trail and stated that these were not 
compatible with wilderness. 

Pmponents of wilderness designation for this WSA noted that it 
meets the 2(c)  criteria and that it provides a feeling of solitude 
and excellent apportunities for primitive recreation. Its closeness 
to the LrDS Angeles area makes it a convenient location for 
wilderness backpacks for groups such as the b y  smuts. One 
respondent stated that the historicdl ramants of the Tomph- 
Tidewater railroad could be better protected under wilderness 
management. Another suggested that Troy Lake should be added to the 
s w  area. 

Nine letters were received in v n s e  to the Public InpPlt Workkaok 
(3/15/79). All were opposed to wilderness for this WSA. Four gem 
and mineral organizations sent letters, one of which was 
accompanied by a 53-signature petition. They mentioned the 
popularity of this area with rockhounds and recreationists of all 
ages and the need for vehicle access on roads and washes. The large 
proportion of private land was again noted. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: There were few camnents specific to WSA 
251 in m n s e  to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, this WSA 
was opp6ed by the National Outdoor Coalition (NOC), a coalition of 
mining, rockhounding, and off-highway vehicle (OHV) groups. Sane 
individual mining and 0I-N groups also presented their positions. 
NOC sent their awn Ihultiple use mapt1 in which they classified WSA 



as mostly tfhtensive u s e , I f  w i t h  a little ICmoderate uset1 area on the 
west side. 'Ihis A t i o n  w a s  similar to that of the Use 
Alternative. Conservation organizations and sane indivictuals 
preferred the Pmbztion Alternative, which -ed ltcontrolled 
use,I1 or wilderness, for most of the area w i t h  a small amount of 
fflimited usew on the w e s t .  

4. Pmtxsed Plan: The Praposed Plan -ed fflimited usefP for most 
of the Cady Mountains and %oderate usef1 for the w e s t e m  portion of 
the study area. Vehicle-oriented recreationists and miners 
maintained the position of wanting more access to  the Cady 
Mountains. Oonservationists were partially content with the 
reccrmmendation, although there w e r e  still sane people who wanted 
wilderness for this a re .  

No cammts were received frcnn local govemmnt. 
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