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I am writing for both myself and my 12 year old son regarding the proposed closure of the 
SDNM area. We have been utilizing this trust land off of highway 238 between Mobile and Gila 
Bend since 1997 for a variety of recreational activities to include RV camping, ATV, and target 
shooting. In 2008 two of our favorite areas were closed off temporarily to these activities that 
required the use of motorized vehicles to get to. At the time of closure the park ranger we got to 
know over the years had advised it was only going to be closed for a year. 3 years later it is still 
closed. Now we use an area around mile marker 10 on the south side of 238 for camping and 
ATV use. For target shooting we use an area off of Rio Bravo road about 3 miles south of 
highway 238. Currently it is about a 30-40 minute drive from our home in the City of Maricopa 
to get to areas of the SDNM that we like to utilize for the various activities I described above. 
Purchasing a home in Maricopa a huge part of my decision process was the close location to our 
BLM trust lands making it very convienant to weekend outdoor activities with my family. I am 
very concerned that that the management plan proposed will close the SDNM area off to these 
types of activities described above. In my experience having spent 1000’s of hours out in the 
SDNM area I have generally observed 4 types of users of the trust land. 1.Camping. 2. ATV 
users. 3. Target shooters. 4. Hikers/photography. Of the four types of users the most common I 
have come across using the SDNM were Campers, ATV’ riders, and target shooters. Many times 
these users including myself were conducting at least two of the activities within the same visit. 
Land management is an important part of managing this trust land but not at the overall expense 
of limiting or removing the highest use categories typically seen at the SDNM. This land is for 
the enjoyment of all citizens and guest of our country and its allowable use purposes needs to be 
priortized based on enjoyment levels of its citizens. I have not seen in any land use management 
studies any surveys by BLM whereby they have attempted to identify who uses our public trust 
land in the SDNM area and for what purpose do they use it for. By knowing what percentage use 
is typically seen within SDNM then BLM can better manage the area for that use. My experience 
with the SDNM is that I would venture an estimate of 75% or higher of users of the SDNM use it 
for recreation camping, ATV riding, and target shooting. By shutting it down to those three 
categories you have eliminated 75% of the citizens from the enjoyment of our public trust lands. 
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I respectfully request that a high level of consideration be given to keep the SDNM area open to 
all legal recreation categories including the use of motorized vehicles as many of the nice areas 
for camping require driving into the desert to get to the location. I also would like to see areas 
kept open to target shooting that have good back stop areas. Thank you. 
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