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TONOPAH AREA COALITION 

November 24, 2011 

BLM Lower Sonoran Field Office 

LS-SDNMRMP 
21605 Nonh 7th Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85027 

Via: blm_az_ls_sdnm_plan@blm.gov 

Dear Draft Resource Management Plan team, 

The Draft Resource Management Plan contains important new activities on public lands. One 
example is Renewable Energy Conflict Areas within Lower Sonoran region which has been well 
addressed. 

Saddle Mountain & Palo Verde Hills SM-PVH: Outstanding Natural Area - Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern designation is needed for this fragile 55,600 acre region based on our 
observations of negative impacts on wildlife and scenery over the past 30 years. Saddle 
Mountain is the cornerstone ofHarquahala Valley and Tonopah communities. With unique 
volcanic geology the area has high-value scientific, interpretive, and educational values. We 
support designation as ACEC as an important step towards better protection for SM-PVH. 
Cultural, wildlife, geoJogical, and scenic values meet the importance criteria and this area would 
benefit with special management. 

Also we support the other Special Designations in the region including Gila River Terraces, 
Lower Gila Historic Trai ls, Fred J. Weiler Green Belt RCA and Agua Caliente Back Country 

Byway. 

However, TAC's 'on the ground ' review of Saddle Mountain & Palo Verde Hills over the past 
two years (20 10-11 ) show that ACE C designation and management would be better 
supported if additional management categories matched the ACEC goals. Our visits and 
analysis have shown negative impacts that make Alternative 0 for Target Shooting Management, 
Alternative D for Travel Management, Alternative D for Protecting Wilderness Characteristics, 
Alternative D for Visual Resource Management, Alternative D for Mineral Restrictions 
Locatables, and Alternative C for Recreation Management - are, in each category, 
more compatible with ACEC designation for protecting this Outstanding Natural ACEC. 

(more) 
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Target shooting has seriously wounded or killed over 30 saguaros at Saddle Mountain & Palo 
Verde Hills. M~jority of saguaros that have been shot are on the north side of Saddle Mountain. 
Number of Saguaros shot per-year has been increasing. On Route 8212 there are several 
examples of mature but dead saguaros (GPS NAD 83 coordinates 33 27 19n 113 01 04w) that 
are the victims of target shooting. Target shooting seriously threatens the clusters of saguaros 
that remain at Saddle Mountain and it has negatively impacted wildlife including kit fox, mule 
deer, and desert bighorn sheep. We support legal hunting but not the dangerous target shooting 

that negatively affects plants, wildlife, and 
safety of recreation for sight-seers, hikers, 
equestrians, campers, and mountain bikers. 
(See attached photos A, B, C.) 

Analysis by T AC of north side of Saddle Mountain 

(20 I 0-1 I) revealed many wounded Saguaros. This 

bullet hole in a Saguaro rib was confirmed by a 

retired sheriff. The top half of this three armed 

cactus was lying on the ground adjacent to this 

photograph (A). 

Seriously wounded Saguaro is result of 

target shooting. Evidence includes 

bullets and shell casings. (Northeast 

side of Saddle Mountain spring 20 I 1.) 

No shooting except for hunting would 

better preserve SM-PVH ACEC. (B) 
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Bullet holes in BLM sign (before it was stolen) 

illustrate danger for public, plants like 

Saguaros, and wildlife that have been shot at 

nearby water catchment. In recent years, 

shell casings have become the most prominent 

type of trash within Saddle Mountain and Palo 

Verde Hills. (C) 

Scat from mule deer. desert bighorn sheep. kit fox and other wildlife was found when TAC 
members visited the foothills of the wildlife linkages north and south of Saddle Mountain (2009-
20 II ). This experience shows that Priority Wildlife Alternative D would be a better choice for 
both wildlife corridors. Alternative D Corridor "C" is needed for wild li fe at Saddle Mountain 
and ranges located north (including AZGF Linkage 64) and south to Gi la Mountains and Gila 
River. Considering future growth entitlements, transportation, recreation~ and proposed energy 
projects our experience indicates Alternative 0 would improve other wildl ife corridors (see Map 
2-2d) including A, B, E, D. F, and G. (Note the same areas have differing labels on Alternative D 
and E, please consider Alternative D.) 

An important balance for the SM-PVH ACEC is the Front Country and Back Country areas 
within the Resource Management Zone. Numerous visits to these areas (photos D & E) still 
show the southern half of Saddle Mountain area and parts ofPVll qualify as Back Country areas 
and that Recreation Management Alternative C more accurately defines these primitive and 
remote natural lands. 

Likewise management to Protect Wilderness Characteristics with Alternative D will better 
preserve wildlife linkage, hunting, and a wider variety of recreational opportunities. This 
Alternative matches TAC 2003 WSA Proposal and continues to enjoy broad support for 
protecting this area's Wilderness Characteristics. Alternative E fa lls short of needed protection 
of the naturalness, of the primitive, and unmarred scenic areas of SM-PVll. Since the Eagletail 
Mountains have shown us first-hand the values of·wildemcss characteristics· for wildlife and 
recreation Alternative D for SM-PVH is a better management approach and should be adopted in 
the final RMP for this area and other critical pans of the Lower Sonoran region. 
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Looking north to see south 

side of Saddle Mountain's 

canyons. This is Class II 

VRM and this remote area 

should be a backcountry 

recreation area - it is much 

different than north side 

front country. (D) 

Looking south east from 

south side of Saddle 

Mountain. Woolsey Peak 

can be seen across wildlife 

linkage. This natural and 

remote area is backcountry 

and the Recreation 

Management Alternat ive 

C defines this area 
more accurately. 

Protecting Wilderness 
Characteristics would 
provide be tter 
manageme nt for 
this ACEC. (E) 

Alternative D Visual Resource Management has been determined to be more valuable 
regarding SM-PVH and ACEC management. On multiple trips (201 0-11 ), to several different 
viewpoints, by the TAC members found that Alternative E falls short regarding the scenic values 
ofthe SM-PVH area. After reviewing Class II outlined in Alternative D we find it more 
accurately represents the SM-PVH visual resource values. 

(more) 
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Alternative D Travel Management would provide a safer, easier, and lower cost management 

approach for the Saddle Mountain & Palo Verde Hills. Since the more remote back country 
lands would be limited to hiking, mountain biking, and equestrian use many problems like trash 
dumping and poaching would be avoided. With Alternative D designated routes on the north 
side of Saddle Mountain would continue to provide significant OHY recreational access. 

Gravel Pit located north of Saddle Mountain (2N 7W Section 31) on BLM land should be retired 
and lease with Maricopa County ended. Site has not been used for over 1 0 years, needs invasive 
tamarisk removed, and elimination of some fencing for Wildlife Linkage #64 AZGF/ ADOT 
should be considered. 

Section 2N SW Section 34 of BLM land north of Saddle Mountain should also be removed from 
disposal category considering new information regarding wildlife linkage and wildlife habitat in 
significant Basque that has formed along County ' Saddle back' retention damn. 

Wild Burro(s) Recent review of Saddle Mountain by T AC has raised concerns about wild 
burro(s) now being within the SM-PVH area (N33.428983 Wll3.031048 wga84). This is not a 
herd area and should not be allowed to become dominated by wild burros. 

Dark Sky Resource: The natural night sky, is a resource sometimes called 'Dark Sky'. Saddle 
Mountain haq been a popular dark sky recreational site for many years and hosted a star gazing 
event November 5, 2011. We hope this regions good quality 'dark sky' will be considered a 
resource worth preserving as a part of SM-PVH ACEC, the Sonoran Desert National Monument, 
and the Lower Sonoran Resource Management Plan. 

We appreciate the BLM RMP Gila River Terraces and Lower Gila Historic Trails ACEC 

designation. This is an important step in producing a better understanding of the area and 
recognition of the need for better protection for some of Arizona's most important prehistoric 
and historic cultural sites and trails. 

Consider adding Sentential Peak (SP) area to list of Wilderness Characteristics areas - like 
Sentential Plain. This volcanic vent defines part of a vaqt flow that stretches northeast and south. 
Henry Hunt (Hidden Trails of the Sonoran Desert) states this is one of the most fragile areas in 
lower Colorado Sonoran desert due to a lack of rain. But SP also provides excellent open and 
easy hiking, isolation and solitude, plus it is a 'land that changes so slowly you have no trouble 
seeing the past'. Protecting this area is needed to avoid it being forever damaged by a traqh 
dump, energy project, graveVdecorative rock mine, or cell telephone tower. This small 
peak defines the horizon and is a key to the region but its Wilderness Characteristics are 
vulnerable and need special designation. 

Columbus Peak is another area we know that contains the qualities that deserve consideration 
outlined in Protecting Wilderness Characteristics Alternative D. 
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Members of the Tonopah Area Coalition have been involved with Saddle Mountain and the 

western deserts of Arizona since 1989. Community wide surveys in 1989 and 2006 show broad 
support for better protection for Saddle Mountain and Palo Verde Hills. 

Volunteer (TAC) route inventory in 2000-01 produced analysis and that applies today. This 

baseline information help define our front country (north) and back country (south) conclusions 

for SM-PVH. In 2003 the Saddle Mountain WSA proposal was submitted as part of the first 

RMP 'toolbox' of management options. That proposal showed the wilderness characteristics, 

cultural, wildlife, and scenic values the back country of Saddle Mountain still contains today. 

This SDNM LS - RMP EIS is a long awaited step towards better preserving public lands for 

future generations. We can provide more information regarding each of our recommendations for 

better coordination of management issues to assure ACEC status is effective at preserving SM­
PVH and the other fine qualities found in the Lower Sonoran region. 

Thank you for reviewing our suggested changes to the Draft Resource Management Plan. 

Sincerely, 

~;i~~---
Tonopah Area Coalition 
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