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Lower Sonoran and Sonoran Desert National Monument (Monument) Draft Resource 
Management Plan & E nvironmental Impact Statement 

Author's Note: 

Most of our comments wi ll be directed towards geographical reference area 3 (BLM), the area 

where our farm and home are located. We own 960 acres (Legal description: Township 4S, 

Range 4W, parts of Sections 7,8,17, and 18) on the west s ide of the Gila River adjacent the Gila 

Bend Mountains on the east and two miles west of Cotton Center on Old Hwy 80 on Pierpoint 

Rd. Roy has lived here since 1948 and I have been here since our marriage in 1970. We are Site 

Stewards, AZ State Parks, and monitor a number of sites located along the west s ide of the river. 

For the last I 0 years, we have been involved with the BLM and the Agua Fria Chapter of the 

Arizona Archaeological Society in the survey and mapping of the Ft. Pierpoint Archaeological 

Site located within an elevated canyon on the east side of the Gila Bend Mountains. 

Comments: 

Cultural Resource Allocations-Lower Gila Terraces & Historic TraiJs ACEC 

As Site Stewards and individuals who would very much like to see area history and prehistory 

preserved, we believe that Alternative Q., for ··cultural Resource Allocations,'' with the 

establishment of Areas of Critical Envi ronmental Concern is by far the best proposal. This would 

help to preserve the prehistoric sites and rock images located on BLM lands starting above 

Gillespie Dam on the west side of the river clear to the western edge of the planning area. It 
would also provide protection for the historic trails as they leave the west side of the Monument 

and continue on to the edge of the planning area. These areas need protected now while there is 
still time. 

Priority WHdlife 

In BLM 's Alternative D & . "Priority Wildl ife, Maps 2-2d and 2-2e. the Lower Sonoran Field 

Office proposes 255,700 acres dedicated as a wildlife habitat area (WHA) in the Gila Bend 

Monntains. This is a wonderful idea and fmal decisions on the choice of alternatives in each of 
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the categories, i.e. wildlife, management of land with wilderness characteristics, mineral 
restrictions. land use. etc. , shoul d be compatible with wildlife habitat for big-homed sheep, 
tortoise, Gila monster, deer, borrowing owl, and at a later date, the reintroduction of the Sonoran 

prong-horned antelope. 

Commenting on reference area 3, we believe that ltemative 0 for "Priority Wildlife," map 2-2d 
is the best choice because it has the most crossing co1Tidors for the safety of wildlife. Final 
decisions should be based on scientific research of ttistoric wildlife crossing corridors for this 
area; the AZ Game and Fish Dept. should be consulted. Looking at the map we feel that 
Alternative C might be best for the Monument, but once again, the historical use of corridors by 
wild] ife should be considered. 

The wildlife habitat area is also extended in alternative 0 (as well as in E) to include the 
southeastern portion of the Gila Bend Mountains. We are includjng a number of photos of 
wildlife on our farm to support the WHA proposal tO extend this area to the southeast. Our 
property abuts or is adjacent to the proposed WHA for at least two miles so we have a good 
grasp of resident wildlife. 

See attached photos: desert bighorn sheep, desert tortoise, great-homed owl, red-tai led hawk, 
hole of burrowing owl, muJe deer (2), bobcat, javelina, coyote, and jackrabbit. 

Visual Resource M anagement 

fJtemate D is the best by far tor both the Lower Sonoran and the SDNM. The monument land 
was chosen to begin with because of its uns poiled character and therefore should command a 
class I rating. The Gila Bend Mountains is a viewscape directly across tbe valley on the 
northwest side of the Monumenl and therefore should receive at least a classification of II as 
indicated in Alternate D. The Woolsey Peak Wilderness area is part of the Gila Bend 
Mountains; the eastern portion of the mountains should be considered part of the viewscape for 
this wilderness area also. 

Lands Managed to Protect Wilderness Characteristics 

Again, we wish to comment on area 3 where we live. We are in favor of including the hatched 
area on Map 2-4d, Alternative D, "Lands Managed to Protect Wilderness Characteristics." The 
lower southern portion of Gila Bend Mountain Range stiU has many pristine qualities. In a 1980 
study done by BLM, this area was once considered for a wiJdemess designation to be included 
with Woolsey Peale. One of the reasons the Woolsey Peak designation was reduced in size was 
the routing of an APS emergency/unauthorized power line from our farm to the farm south of 
here (previous route damaged in 1980 flood) through a portion of BLM land near lhe river. 

Land Use Authoriza tion 
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temate D. Map 2-Sd, "Land Use Authorizations;' offers the best protection for the Wildlife 
Habitat Area proposed for the Gila Bend Mountains. Exclusion of utility corridors rather than 
just an avoidance area designation would do the best job to preserve habitat, wi Ide mess 
characteristics and visual resources. This would also help to protect cultural resources. 

Land Tenure: 

Alternate D. Map 2-6d, ''Land Tenure," (Disposable land) is the best choice. It would be better 
not to dispose of any land west ofthe Monument which could result in some kind of home 
development project or solar arrays. Viewscapcs, both to the west of the Monwnent and east of 
the Gila Bend Mountains are important as visual resources. 

Utility ScaJe Renewable Energy Conflict Areas 

~ltemate D, Map 2-7d, " Utility Scale Renewable Energy Conflict Areas," offers the most 
protection for the study area. Commenting on reference area 3, this would offer the best 
protection for the GiJa Bend Mountains, the proposed BLM Wildlife Habitat Area, and the 
historic AnLa/Butterfield Trails. There is plenty of private land for solar arrays as demonstrated 
by solar power plants being constructed and new ones now in production on private property 
along Old Highway 80 and at Paloma Ranch. 

Livestock Grazing 

Our choice is Alternate B. Map 2-8e, «Livestock Grazing." The issue should be decided in a 
scientific manner and on an ephemeral basis. Perhaps some type of formula could be set up, i.e. 
the amount of rainfall received and the resulting vegetative growth per allotment. Ranchers have 
not chosen to run cattle on the Hazen/Sheppard allotment near us for decades. 

Mineral Restrictions 

Locatables 

~ltemate D, Map 2-9d, " MineraJ Restriction: Locatables" is the best choice to protect the 
proposed Wildlife Habitat Area and to leave the ground in pristi ne condition. Mining of surface 
and even subsurface minerals leaves permanent scars on the land. One of these scars has 
occurred quite recently with the mining of the red/orange sandstone in the Citrus Valley area 
(northwest side of the Gila Bend Mountains). There is also the danger of abandoned mine shafts 
left open here and throughout the state. The Monument and Gila Bend Mountain areas should be 
dosed to preserve the area's "pristineness." Alternate E fai Is to adequate! y address tllis issue. 

Leasables 

Once again Alternate 0 , Map 2-l Od, "Mineral Restrictions: Leasables," is the best choice. It is 
very difficult to return a disturbed area back to its original state. AlternateD would help to 
preserve viewscapes aJong the historic trails and within the Areas of Critical Environmental 
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Concern. Along wilh the shafts, miners have lots of trucks and equipment that would be visible 

and detract from the solitude within the area. 

Mineral Materials 

We believe Alternate D. Map 2-l ld. "Mineral Restrictions: Mineral Materials,'· is the best 

choice to protect portions ofthe historic trails, wildlife habitat, wildlife movement corridors. and 

the Areas of Critical Environmental Concern along the east side ofthe Gila Bend Mountains. 

We have looked at Alternate E and don't feel that there is enough protection proposed for these 

critical areas. 

Recreation Management: 

temate E as shown on Map 2-12e, "Recreation Management/' would be a good plan so people 

can enjoy the viewing of animals in their natural environment (much superior ro seeing them in a 

zoo) and enjoy the wilderness experience. The proposed "front coWl try" located as a light green 

strip on the map across the southeast portion of the Gila Bend Mountains should be omitted. 

This divides the area and there is no justification, i.e. existing road. power corridor, or other 

structure present. 

Recreational Target Shooting Areas 

There are o ood alternates presented in this plan for recreational target shooting. This type of 

activity has resulted in unlimited damage to property, prehistoric sites, and desert plants. Target 

shooting should only be permitted in places where a "backstop'· is provided such as the Gila 

Bend Sportsman· s Shooting Range just off of Maricopa Road (Ilwy 238), the Joe Foss Shooting 

Complex in the Buckeye Hills, and the Ben I\. very Range at Lake Pleasant. 

Visitors near the ''shooters" feel unsafe and wiJJ want to leave for fear of stray bullets. The 

solitude that most visitors seek is shattered by the noise of the ftrearrns. The ongoing property 

damage plus liability issues if someone is injured and BLM does not offer a suitable venue. i.e. 
"'backstop" plus saiety structures and large exclusion areas of other visitors, does not seem worth 

it to us. 

Travel Management 

For area 3, ltemative E, Map 2-14e "Travel Management," seems okay, but there is always the 

problem of enforcement. Who would be responsible for making sure ORVs stay on designated 

roads within the LS and the Monument? Alternate D might be better, but this would close otT a 

main road between our farrn and the farm south of us (Fornes farm). This road (S. Enterprise) is 
the only way for the Forneses/Accomazzos to get to their property when the river is running. 

There would definitely need to be a cherry stem if Alternative D was enacted. 

Sonoran Desert Route Designations 
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We do not wish to comment on routes within the Monument because we do not feel we are 
familiar enough with that landscape to make an informed decision. 

Special Designations 

As AZ Site Stewards, we are very pleased to see the BLM proposal for an "Area of Critical 
Environment Concern," Map 2-16e, "Special Designations." This will help protect the 
archaeological sites and rock images located along the bluffs on the west and north (river bend) 
sides of river. Either Alternative D orE would be fine. The Agua Caliente Byway is a really 
lovely drive. It would also be nice to have Hwy 238 and Interstate 8 located within the 
Monument be designated as scenic byways; these are gorgeous drives no matter what time of 
year one drives them. 

Wildlife & Plant Federally Protected Species 

Reference: Map 3-3, "Wildlife & Plant Federally Protected Species." Historically, the area on 
the east side of the Gila Bend Mountains has been " tortoise territory." (We are submitting a 
photo of a [Ortoise from the Ft. Pierpoint Archaeological Site, on the east side of the mountains). 

For fuat reason. we feel that since tortoises are sti ll able to exist here. along with the big homed 
sheep, GiJa monsters. borrowing owls, herds of mule deer, and the intention to reintroduce the 
Sonoran pronghorn, the area should be raised to a Cate ory 1. We are also sending a photo of a 
burrowing owl couple's residence; however they declined to be photographed.© 

For some reason, the plight ofthe Gila monster has beenjgnored in this study. We see them on 
or near our property rarely. and everyone needs to remember that their habital area is very small; 
this is the onJy area of the world where they exist. 

Sonorao Pronghorn Classification Areas 

We are in favor of the Sonoran Pronghorn being reintroduced to areas sho·wn on Map 3-4. 
··sonoran Pronghorn Classification Areas." 

Game Management Units & Game Distribution 

We hope the AZ Game and Fish plans to widen the ranges/habitat for the bighorn sheep and 
whitetail deer as shown on Map 3-S, "Game Management Units & Game Distribution" will be 
successful. 

Visual Resource Inventory 

This chart appears to be created by BLM personnel rules for classification of visual resources. 
We feellhese land classes should be preserved from degradation in order to not have viewscapcs 
deteriorate further by permitting activities that are harmful to both sides of the Gila Bend 
Mountains. Reference: Map 3-9, "Visual Resource Inventory." 

5 



LS_SDNM_RMP_100159

. . . 
Comments submitted for LS/SDNM Draft RMP/ElS 

Wildcrnes C haracteristic 

We are very EXCITED to have the Gila Bend Mountain area as portrayed on Map 3-12. 
·'Wilderness Characteristics," considered for a Wildernt!SS Area designation. This would add 
more protection to the Ft. Pierpoint Archaeological Site, the South Canyon Site. and the Red 
Rock Canyon itc, as well as other smaller archaeological sites and the prehistoric rock images 
on the mountain bluffs along west side and nonh sides of the river. We need a cherry stem from 
S. Enterprise Road up to the Red Rock Canyon Archaeological Site so that we can check it tor 
vandalism; the site has been hit hard by vandals in years pasL 

Livestock Grazing & Wild Horse and Burro Herd Area 

Reference: Map 3-15, "Livestock Grazing & Wild Horse and Burro I lcrd Area." It is a good 
thing to have an area provided for the wild horses and burros; they. aficr all , a pan of our 
Ari1ona history and every group of animals need their own space. 

We don't feel that we are knowledgeable enough to comment on gnuing allotments within the 
Monument. 

ummary: 

The best Alternative Action is D for both the Lower onoran and SDNM. The establishment of 
sc\lcral large recreation areas to provide motorized recreational opportunities in Alternative E 
outside of ACECs is a good idea. And finally the establishment of an Agua Caliente, Maricopa 
Road. and 1-8 byways is very nice. 

Sincerely, Date: I I - ~ 5 - I I 

Roy D. Pierpoint, President Ella L. Pierpoint, Sec'y-Treas. 

Pierpoint farms. Inc. Pierpoint farms. Inc. 

AZ Site Steward, AZ State Parks AZ Site tcward, AZ State Parks 

Mbr. Agua Fria Ch., AZ Arch. Society Mbr. Agua Fria Ch. AZ Arch. Societ} 
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