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comments on Draft Resource Management Plan for Sonoran Desert National Monument 

November 23, 2011 
BLM, Phoenix District Office 
ATIN: LS-SDNM RMP 
21605 North 7th Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85027 

Dear BLM: 

The undersigned organizations, representing millions of sportsmen and 
conservationists, collectively ask you to reconsider the proposed closure of the entire 486,499-
acre Sonoran Desert National Monument (SDNM) to recreational shooting. The recently 
released Draft Resource Management Plan (DRMP) states that recreational shooting is 
incompatible with the monument proclamation. 

This statement, coupled with BLM's decision to close Ironwood Forest National 
Monument to recreational shooters, suggests that BLM Is adopting a policy that Is contrary to 
decades of BLM management, has no basis in law, and could lead to the closing of millions of 
acres of public land to recreational shooting. The designation of national monuments does not 
preclude recreational shooting. BLM is justifying this policy based on protection of monument 
" objects." It fails to acknowledge that there are ways in which impacts can be mitigated. 
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This policy contradicts BLM's admission that Arizona has ''broad public demand for 
places to shoot." Even in light of this clear need, the DRMP gives only cursory consideration and 
no analysis to the Alternatives that would continue recreational shooting on the SDNM, It 
clearly indicat es that the BLM has every intention of proceeding with the closure of the SDNM 
to shooters. 

We are also very concerned that the BLM failed to consult with any of the 40 national 
hunting, fishing, sport shooting and wildlife conservation organizations who signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the BLM in 2006. Under the MOU, the parties 
pledged to work together to increase access and opportunities for hunting, f ish ing, and 
recreational shooting and to resolve issues associated with these activities. There is no record 
that a manager of the SDNM ever contacted the BLM's MOU partners and asked for assistance. 
it suggests that the management objective for SDNM was not to address and solve issues so as 
to keep areas open for recreational shooting, but to let areas be degraded and allow conflicts to 
increase In order to bui ld a case for closing the SDNM. 

Our organizations strongly object to the unilateral closure of the SDNM to recreational 
shooting. None of the Alternatives considered by the BLM Is acceptable as they relate to 
recreational shoot ing. The BLM needs to take a proactive position of finding suitable sites from 
the 63 sites that have been used by shooters and commit resources to that purpose, as well as 
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working with the local community of shooters to keep sltes clean and promote responsible 
shooting. Further, the BLM should be implementing the Respected Access ls Open Access 
education outreach campaign that was created under the MOU and in partnership with Tread 
Lightly! 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Archery Trade Association 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
Boone and Crockett Club 
Campfire Club of America 
Catch-A-Dream Foundation 
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation 
Conservation Force 
Dallas Safari Club 
Delta Waterfowl Foundation 
Ducks Unlimited 
Houston Safari Club 
Mule Deer Foundation 
National Rifle Association 
National Shooting Sports Foundation 
National Trappers Association 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
North American Bear Foundation 
North American Grouse Partnership 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 
Pope and Young Club 
Quall Unlimited 
Quality Deer Management Association 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
Safari Club International 
Texas Wildlife Association 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 
Tread Lightly! 
U.S. Sportsmen's AJiiance 
Wildlife Forever 
Wildlife Management Institute 

CC: Bob Abbey 
Director, Bureau of Land Management 
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