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Re: Comments on the Lower Sonoran and Sonoran Desert National Monument (LS-SDNM) Resource 
Management Plan (RMP) and Environmentallrnpact Statement (EIS) 

Dear Ms. Garber: 

The Arizona Department of Transportation, Office of Environmental Services has reviewed the LS-SDNM 
RMP and EIS as posted on your website. ADOT was notified by email message that these docwnents were 
available and a meeting with you and your staff was conducted on November 8, 2011. The purpose of this letter 
is to offer written comments and to thank you for meeting with us to discuss this and other resource 
management concerns our agencies share. Below are our comments. 

General Planning: 

The ADOT Predesign Section and Valley Project Management Section are working on several new corridors 
that are within the boundaries of the draft RMP. The north-south conidor from US 60 in Apache Junction to 1-
10 near Eloy may impact an area of BLM land included in the RMP. lnfonnation regarding this project can be 
found at http://wW\:v.azdot.gov/northsouthcotTidorstudv/. Currently, this new alignment is not designated as a 
transportation corridor in the draft RMP. However, the project team has been in discussion with BLM staff 
regarding resource needs and alternative selection. Also, in the planning process are the SR 303L which will 
connect to T-1 0 in the east valley near Cotton Lane and continue south to meet up with the planned SR 30 which 
will run south and parallel to T-1 0. These conidors and the interchange at the SR 303L and SRJO may impact 
BLM lands depending on the final preferred location. These highway cotTidors were not identified in the draft 
RMP, but the project tean1s have been in contact with BLM staff in the planning process. For more information 
regarding alternative selection of these corridors please visit http://www.azdot.gov/ Highways/vpm/ index.asp for 
project information and maps depicting corridor locations. lt should be noted that the development of these and 
any other improvements to existing roadways or new highways on BLM land will be planned, designed and 
constructed according to the A DOT Guidelines for Highways on BLM and US Forest Service Land- 2008. 

The ADOT Multimodal Planning Division is also working on several long range framework studies that may 
impact lands within the draft RMP in the long tenn. The 1-10 Hassayampa Study and the 1-8 and 1-10 Hidden 
Valley Study consider lands for future transportation corridors near BLM lands and may need to be considered 
within the draft RMP. Further information on these and future framework studies can be found at 
http://www.bqaz.gov/. 
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Visual Resources: 

The draft RMP appears to include all existing ADOT highway corridors and categorizes them with a Visual 
Resource Management (VRM) of either class III or class N. Tt is our understanding that under these identified 
VRM's ADOT should be able to conduct routine maintenance and/or minor improvements and meet the BLM's 
visual resource planning criteria. We appreciate the BLM recognizing these needs and establishing practical 
standards that ADOT can adhere to. 

Scenic Byway Designations: 

Following our meeting, Leroy Brady forwarded the following link to Arizona's scenic parkways, historic and 
scenic roads: 
http://www.azdot.gov/Highwavs/ Roadway Engineering/Roadside Development/PDF/AZ PARKWAYS HlST 
OR!C SCENIC ROADS List 2009.pdf. Some of these are not designated within the draft RMP, but shou.ld 
likely be considered during your planning process. 

Material Sources: 

ADOT has four existing material source sites (see attached map) within the Lower Sonoran Field Office, two of 
which are in the boundaries of the Sonoran Desert National Monument. Continued use ofthese sources, 
including their designated access routes from the interstate highway system, should remain valid. Access 
control may include coordination with ADOT's encroachment permit group at the individual District Office and 
regional FHWA Engineer. Allowances for present-day suppo1t activities, such as importing roadway millings to 
augment native aggregate materials will likely need to be considered and approved by BLM on a project by 
project basis. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the LS-SDNM RMP and EIS and meeting 
with us to discuss the plan and other topics common to our agencies. We look forward to continu ing 
coordination with the BLM and will plan to update you on any developments not mentioned in this Jetter. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 602-399-3233 or e-rnail at jwhite(ci)azdot.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Roadside Resources Manager 
Office ofEnvironmental Services 
1611 W Jackson Street, EM02 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Attached: material source map 
CC: Todd Williams, Director, Office ofEnvironmeotal Services 
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Arizona Department of Transportation 
Licensed Material Sources and Stockpile Sites 
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Prepate<l by: 
Arizona Department of Transportation 
Environmental Planning Group - GIS Team 
602.920.3662 August 2011 
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