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The draft plan describes what is meant by adaptive management and recommends, but does not mandate, a
commitment to employ adaptive management principles. In Appendix H (page 1223) a similar lukewarm
promise is made regarding best management practices. That means a comprehensive and strategically-
focused control system for the plan is lacking. This is a serious oversight because it asks the public to
endorse a plan that provides virtually no insight into its projected function. More information needs to be
provided and, most important, forethought and planning needs to go into the mechanisms to implement, monitor
and when necessary, modify the RMP as necessary to ensure the conservation of BLM resources for public use
now and in the future. A plan without a management structure that allows cumulative impacts to be recognized,
provides a broad-scale capacity to assess conditions and track management activities to confirm their success or
reveal failure, will be crippled before it is approved. This oversight puts the RMP into immediate jeopardy of
devolving to an uncoordinated hodgepodge of quasi-independent sub-plans.

a. Please establish an overarching formal information management system to allow for systematic and
integrated oversight to direct implementation of the future RMP. Detail who is responsible for what and
on what schedule.

b. Augment plans to conduct inventories by developing a needs priority to focus limited agency resources
where they are most needed and creating timelines. Use to best advantages non-agency information
inputs into the inventory databases. Simply inviting public participation in twenty-six words
literally buried in Chapter 2 (page 217) is not sufficient due diligence.

I suggest the following:

Agency permitted activities - (agency approved collecting, scientific studies, wildlife census efforts,
archaeological investigations, etc.) — request/require that a condition of agency approval to conduct
these activities is the stipulation that a report will be given to BLM when work concludes or, if very
long-term in scope, activity reports will be presented to the agency on a periodic basis. This information
can then become part of the information inventory for land managers. Request that the agency manager
receives copies of any publications that result from the permitted activities. To give an example,
regarding paleontological resources you might request to know what was found (and taken), the
location, and other information of interest (discovery of nearby vertebrate fossils of value, evidence of
other excavation efforts, vandalism, etc.).

Special interest group activities - enlist help from organizations known to be active in the area to
conduct inventories, assess conditions, or report conditions and problems. This could be groups such as
the Arizona Archaeological Society, Off-road user groups, rockhounds and recreational prospectors,
Sierra Club, Arizona Wilderness Coalition, etc.

Employ BLM volunteers whenever possible — solicit reports from agency-trained citizen volunteers
(trail monitors, site stewards, etc.) working in the area.

Basically, adopt the stance that (1) any activity undertaken on BLM lands is an opportunity to gather
management information (2) the BLM will need to be creative in management efforts as both agency
personnel and funds will almost certainly be limited for the foreseeable future.

c. Integrate plans to standardize data collection, create computerized databases that preserve raw data and
all metadata, and allow for public input and review of the data or results into the plan objectives. This
draft does not even recognize that we are in the computer age and the public has vast resources of social
networks available to them. Managers should seek to exploit this potential for fast updates and citizen








