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A workable alternative is to allow campers to stay at the camp for as long as they want, but insist that they change sites
every two weeks.
We can use our current system of two week registrations to manage it.
It keeps the current level of fairness for everyone, but also allows people to spend more time and money in the area.
There are already low-priced, season-long, stay-in-one-place alternatives in the community. The economy needs neither
another managed campground nor an LTVA. These are already existing options. The community will appreciate having a
unique camping opportunity that will bring other, different campers into the area.

People being people, we will need to designate the distance a group will need to remove from the original site. A large
distance, say 100 meters (most of our campers are Canadian) will encourage a broader, less intensive use of the entire
camp. There really are very nice sites that seldom get used. Maybe new favorites will be found.

We also currently need a designated distance between units. Because many other campgrounds with undesignated sites
have a lower level of shrubbery than Gunsight Wash, people can park as close to each other as they like. A minimum rig
distance (10 meters) would serve two purposes. It would prevent newcomers from parking on top of campers until their
two weeks is up thereby intimidating them into leaving (we’ve seen it happen). It would also protect the vegetation
around a site from being chipped away at by trying to get too many rigs into a spot (also a first-hand experience).

Specifically, in Chapter 2, RR-1.2.18 through RR-1.2.27 the reference to “provided the campground does not remain at
100 percent capacity for thee (3) consecutive nights.” In a campground without designated sites this is an
unenforceable, unknowable criterion. Even more so if there is no stated distance between rigs required.

In general, there are a few rule changes that would enhance the experience of the public and preserve the vegetation.
Make the Gunsight Wash, the actual wash itself, off-limits to ATVs. The sites next to the wash take a terrible beating
from erosion when riders drive their ATVs into the wash from the adjacent site. These sites tend to be the favorites for
everyone and they suffer enough from over-use. Gunsight Wash, the camp area, with its designated roads for ATV use is
a natural conduit to a community wide system of designated roads for the area. It is easy for the ATVs to get from here
to there.

The “Lands of Many Uses” directive for the BLM affects the health of Gunsight Wash camp very adversely. In the fragile
desert environment, any kind of use becomes a force towards erosion and deforestation. We just can’t help it. Hence
the strict rules at Organ Pipe National Monument. The many uses of Gunsight Wash add up to a deteriorating natural
experience for the public use. Ranchers with cattle, campers with RVs, riders with ATVs, and Border Patrol enforcement
are too many uses for this type of land to sustain. While it doesn’t make sense to cut off the vehicle use of the very
people we are protecting it for, in order to preserve the natural experience there are some choices that must be made
and some limits to be put on its use. Border Patrol enforcement is a given. The agents cannot control where they need
to go in order to do their job. Riders of ATVs have already been limited to designated roads and should be encouraged to
ride where they do the least damage. RVers could be limited to designated sites. But a managed campground would ruin
the uniqueness of Gunsight Wash. Site designation can be done inexpensively and with very low impact. In fact we are
already using vertical mulching techniques to improve the soil and discourage driving in places around the campground.
The users who do the most wide spread damage are the cows. They go where no RVer or ATV rider could go. They eat all
the new growth on vegetation and do not allow the land to renew itself. Not only do they work against the natural
experience at the camp they leave unsightly droppings and bring very unpleasant flies. Simultaneous ranching and
recreational use cannot be sustained at Gunsight Wash. Having the public removed for the benefit of a rancher is a very
undemocratic solution; depriving the many for the benefit of a very few. The expiration without renewal of the lease for
ranching on the Gunsight Wash allotment would go a long way to mitigating the effects caused by recreational users.
The land would get a chance to heal.

In summary, our comments on the Plan are thus:

--allow longer term stays in the campground but keep the move to a new site every two weeks rule.
--designate a distance from each site and each rig to manage the longer stays.

--prohibit ATVs in the wash.

--designate sites using vertical mulching techniques only.

--get rid of the cows.



LS_SDNM_RMP_100098





