
~E CE. !VEO 

Lower Sonoran Field Office 11 NOV l 4 PM 3: 2 7 
21605 N. 7th Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85027 

11 November 2011 

~¥.\Rf)\U JF u~ND Mt3f)' 
PHOEN IX, /\RlZOi\J\ 

Re: Lower Sonoran and Sonoran Desert National Monument Draft Resource 
Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement/Saddle Mountain 

To Whom it May Concern; 

First, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above sited RMP which 
includes Saddle-Mountain in western Maricopa County. 

BLM' s "Prohibit Area for Renewable Energy Development Area". Great! I agree 
completely BLM' opinion that Saddle Mountain in its entirety is in the prohibited 
area. I am a strong supporter of solar energy but not where it can harm such a 
wonderful, beautiful, unique place as Saddle Mountain with all its wildlife - both 
plant and animal. 

I am in agreement with BLM's choice of Alternative E with the following exceptions. 

1. Wildlife: Alternative E does not adequately manage area for the survival of 
healthy herds of such animals as the big horn sheep, kit fox, gray fox, mule deer, 
desert tortoise, ring-tailed cat and others. Also it does not do enough to protect 
cultural resources, archeology sites or water sources/catchments. 

2. In Alternative E the desert tortoise is categorized as Category II. This should be 
changed to Category I. There are many tortoises in the area and they must be 
protected. 

3. ACEC. Having visited south side of Saddle Mountain many times, I know that 
that area contains Wilderness Characteristics; the ACEC should be expanded to 
approximate 20,000 acres as outlined in Tonopah Area Coalition proposal of 2005 
and Arizona Wilderness Coalition recommendations. 

I have seen many saguaro cacti damaged and/or killed as a result of being shot. To 
better protect ACEC values target shooting should not be allowed in the ACEC 
area. Likewise, there are many places where OHVs have left designated trails and 
created new trails damaging vegetation. OHV travel should be stopped completely 
in this ACEC area. 

4. Wildlife Corridors. I am most concerned with Alternative E description/size of 
wildlife corridors. Alternative D's has a much wider range and will better 
accommodate big horn sheep, ring-tailed cats, mule deer, kit foxes, gray foxes, 
coyote, rabbits and the many other found on Saddle Mountain. 
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5. Travel Management. Alternative E's plan puts at risk cultural resources, wildlife 
augmentation and water catchments; I strongly recommend eliminating the 'Ring 
Road', aka Rd # 8201. Arizona Game & Fish prefers the closure of this road as well 
and The Wilderness Society and the Arizona Wilderness Coalition 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 
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