Arboreal Salamander

Aneides lugubris
Family Plethodontidae

Global Rank: G5
State Rank: S4 (CA)

Distribution: Extends fromthe coastal moun-
tains and valleys of California in Humbolt
County to northwestern Baja California, and
from coastal islands to foothills of the Sierra
Nevada. Ranges from near sea level to around
5,000 ft. (1,520 m.) in elevation. Often found
in association with interior live oak habitats.

Description: Adult arboreal salamanders
reach up to 4 in. (10 cm.) in snout-vent length.
Coloration is usually plain brown with yellow
spotting on dorsal surfaces, and whitish and
unmarked below. Enlarged jaw muscles give
the head a triangle shape. Toes have enlarged,
squarish tips. There are usually 15 costal
grooves. The tail is prehensile and usually
coiled when the salamander is at rest. The
young are dark above, and clouded with light
gray or brassy coloration and rust or brassy
marks on the snout, on each side above
forelimbs and base of limbs, and along the
upper surface of the tail. Adult males have
chunky, broad heads with powerful jaw mus-
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cles and a heart-shaped mental gland. Large
adults can bite severely, but are not usually
prone to do so. It sometimes squeaks when
first caught.

Reproduction: Eggs are laid in May to June
in moist habitats under surface objects, in logs,
and occasionally up in trees. Peak activity is
around early June and the mean clutch size is
17 (12 to 23) young.

Food: Searches or waits for insects and other
invertebrates under surface objects. Also eats
some fungi.

Habits: Occurs chiefly in coastal live-oak
woodland, but ranges into forests of ponder-
osa pine and black oak, especially in the Sierra
Nevada. Found both on the ground and in
trees. Uses damp, underground burrows in
summer dry weather. Found under logs,
boards, and rocks, and under the bark of
standing or fallen dead trees. Large numbers
may aggregate in tree hollows.

Management Implications: Common in pre-
ferred foothills habitat.

Important References: Stebbins, R.C. 1985.
A field guide to western reptiles and amphibi-
ans. The Peterson Field Guide Series, Hought-
on Mifflin Company, New York, NY; Verner,
J.,and A.S. Boss. 1980. California wildlife and
their habitats: Western Sierra Nevada. USDA
Pacific Southwest Forest and Range Experi-
ment Station, GTR PSW-37, Berkeley, CA.
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