| ntroduction

Il start withamaj or understatement: Amphibianshavebeenaround alongtime. Amphibiaistheworld's
oldest terrestrial vertebrateclassat some 350 millionyearsof age. Amphibianshave been onthe planet
long beforeand ever sincethe dinosaurs. Their diversity istruly amazing. They have adapted to livein
aguatic environments, wetlands, forests, deserts, savannas, agricultural developments, and in urban
environments. Asyou read through the speci esaccountsthat follow, eventheamphibian“experts’ among
youshould find surprisesinthedifferencesinfood habits, habitatsused, lifehistories, and even how little
we know about some of them.

Suddenly, many amphibian popul ationsare declining around theworld and somehavebecomeextinct. It
appearsthe morewethink we understand thisdecline, the moremysteriousit becomes. Areamphibians
likea" canary of the coal mine’ telling us of dangerswe arefacing?Will we (or canwe) act to stop the
decline? We have the moral and legal responsibility to try.

For possible reasonsfor amphibian declinesand i nformati onabout the valuesof amphibians, | refer you
tothearticles* AmphibianDclines: AnlssueOverview” by Reaser (2000) and “Why The Amphibians?’
by Mattoon (2000). A quick list of possible causeswouldinclude (1) habitat | oss, especidly anything that
wouldraisethetemperatureand reduce humidity, (2) toxinsfromindustrial toxinsand agricultural runoff,
both aschemica herbicidesandfertilizers, (3) increased exposureto ultraviol et light fromweakening of the
ozonelayer, (4) introduction of exotic speciessuchasbullfrogs, (5) intensivestocking of trout into new
waters, (6) diseases, such asvirulent, waterborne pathogens such as chytrid fungus, iridovirses, and
bacterium, (7) climatechanges, and (8) even such seemingly innocent activitiessuch asfishermen dumping
their excess* nightcrawlers’ after fishing tripsand theexotic wormsconsuming humusontheforest floor
to adegreethat reduceshabitat for salamanders. Habitat |ossisprobably thelargest cause of amphibian
declines and the area that BLM can have the most influence.

| have restricted the species accountsto 71 speciesfor the eleven western states and Alaska that the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) ismost interested in. While taxonomistsarebusily “lumping and
splitting” populationsof similar amphibiansinto additional or fewer speciesor subspecies, inmost cases
all necessary informationisnot yet knownto develop auseful account. Important subspeciesandisolated
populationscertainly exist that need specia management consideration, and I’ vetried toindicatethemon
thespeciesaccounts, withthe* Statusby states’ list, and withthereferencelists. Common names, scientific
names, and federal, global, and staterankingsweredevel opedin part using www.natureserve.org. The
BLM sengtivespecieswereacquired fromindividua statecoordinators, recognizing that theBLM sengtive
specieslistsareunder revisionand some may change. For instance, | could acquirenoinformation about
the Alaska worm salamander other than the name.

Thelmportant Sourcesof AmphibianInformation sectionlistskey referencesfor thewestern United States
andvariousregionsor states, somespecific referencesfor certain speciesand groupsof amphibians, some
general references, and anumber of amphibian reportswhichweredevel oped by BLM specidistsor their
cooperators through efforts such as the Chalenge Cost Share program. From one to three of these



referencesweresel ected as* | mportant References’ for each speciesaccount, dthoughinformationfrom
additional referencesoftenwasused. Thebook by Stebbins (1985) wasused for most speciesaccounts
asit appeared to bethe overall best fromthe standpoint of descriptionsand distributions. For regional
references, themost important referenceswere Csuti et a. (1997) and Groveset a. (1997) for thePecific
Northwest, Verner and Boss(1980) for California, Degenhardt et al. (1996) for the Southwest, and Baxter
and Stone(1980) and Hammerson (1999) for the Wyoming-Coloradovicinity. I’ m surethat thereare other
important referencesthat | did not find. Of special usefulness, arethe* Photographic I dentification Cards
for Idaho Amphibians by Peterson and Fabian (1997). These cards areideal for field use and contain
nearly al information necessary for theidentification of al stagesof |daho amphibians. Thedevel opment
of these cards was partly financed by BLM, and similar cards for all states should be encouraged.

| amindebtedtothose BL M state coordinatorswho not only supplied mewithinformation about thestatus
of amphibiansintheir areas, but also turned meonto thekey referencesintheir regions, and sometimes
evensupplied mewith copies. | dsothank Dr. Chuck Peterson of |daho StateUniversity, Dr. Gary Fellers
of USGSinCdifornia, Dr. Chuck Harrisof theldaho Department of Fishand Game Department, and Jill
Silvey of the BLM Washington Officefor their hepwiththeproject. Finaly, without themap-makingand
other computer skillsof mywifeHarriet and the artistic skillsof my daughter Robin, thisproduct never
would have been compl eted.



