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F north nmun.& EEE mum mocg-

eastern. -Washington, -the ‘Bureau of .
Land Management-often-sits in the
- shadow of the C.m. Forest Service,

The<agency’s Cottonwood field of-
fice manages ‘more than ' 144,000
acres, but that’s less than c:m-nmnnu of
the land its sisteér agency manages,
and its r:am ‘are momnmnmn widely'be-

\

tween: gomncs mum gnOm:

Despite. its.- small wmmuom& land
base; the agency grapples with the

“--same big public land issues «— manag--
-ing recreation, preventing the spread

of noxioiis ﬁamam and balancing log-
ging and grazing with preservation.
The Cottonwood field office has just

begun a three-year process to write a -

new plan to guide its activities. The

‘agency will ‘hold a series of public
meetings. vmmEEsm this'-week to mx.v

" in the’ Qmmgmnﬁ. SE@ and north

- steelhead and sdlmon anglers. - -
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" Most of the land Emammma by Em
BLM's Oczczéoen “field:

:the ‘agency 'also hanages locks of ¢
‘land hear Elk City, ot Craig Mountai

goﬁ@:
‘Near Elk City, the mmm:n% is Bmmmmt ) i
ing timber to, reduce. zﬁ Euwwn of - -er, an accéss w:n take-ol
Jargewildfires.- : : ‘E<mu Q.Gm ob co? ﬁwm
Along' the Qmmgwnmm River the: - i
agency oversees boat ramps used by -
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BLM: Salmon River stays wild, free

> Continued from PAGE 1C
Hammer Creek near White,

Bird to Heller Bar .on the"
Snake south of Asotin is one of -

the most popular with white-
water boaters.

The lower Salmon River
cuts through a gorge in a se-
ries of pool-and-drop rapids
that creates thrilling whitewa-
ter and leaves white sandy
beaches perfect for camping.

“We are one of the last

rivers where you don’t have to
get drawn in a lottery or make
reservations, and there is no
fee,” says Carne Christman,
assistant field manager at Cot-
tonwood. “That is pretty un-
usual. Right now we are look-
ing -at -continuing - that
strategy.”

She did say continued and
expanding growth in the num-
ber of people floating the river
could lead to future restric-
tions.

She and others at the
agency are asking people who
work and recreate on BLM
land to tell them about any is-

sues important to them.
Thenew plan will cover not
only recreation, but the way

timber and grassland is man-

aged, measures to prevent
and in some cases promote
wildfire, and how much access
will be provided.

‘The new plan also will iden-
tify river and creek segments
that are eligible for inclusion
in the national Wild and
Scenic River program.

Christman says Lolo Creek
could be nominated for inclu-
sion. The lower Salmon River
gorge has been a candidate for
inclusion for several years,
but it has not been acted on by
Congress.

“We manage it as if 1t were,”
says Christman.

Any river segment deemed
eligible for inclusion in the
program has to be further
studied by the agency to make
sure it meets qualifications,
and approved by Congress.
The program protects rivers
from excessive development.

The agency will eventually
prepare an environmental im-

pact statement that. looks at
the envn‘onmental social:and
economic effects of its man-.
agement plan. But before it
gets to that point, BLM offi-
cials want the public to help'
shape the plan. -

Barker may be contacted at
ebarker@imtribune.com
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