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The new managementplan of the BLMthat calls for disposal of huge tractsof public lands is quite
worrisometo this public lands advocate. My rhetoricalcommentsfollow.

1- What isthe benefitto the public?
Will the lands be sold at fair marketvalue and the proceeds be usedto reducethe public tax burden?
Or, isthe scenario goingto benefitthe energy industry only by givingland and assets away at little or no
cost. Then, after assets are stripped, the landwill be sold at fair marketvalue to land developers.

The public deserves a thorough examination of the lands and process. Some of the lands havegreat
attributesfor the public and for the environment that need protectionfrom humandevelopment. Attributes

such as recreationaland tourism, historical, ecological preservationfor nativeflora and fauna, etc.

2- Some areasare already known as beingworthy of protection, includingthe southern Bighorn Mountains
andthe North Platte Riverfrom Alcova to Casper, efc.

3- The South Fork of the Powder Riverwould be awonderful wilderness area and deservesto be proposedas
such.

4-What steps are plannedto monitorand controlthe developmentinthe disposed areasto prevent
degradation of the surface ecology?
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