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NORTHEASTERN GREAT BASIN


RESOURCE ADVISORY COUNCIL (NEGBRAC)


MEETING MINUTES


December 5 & 6, 2002


Elko, Nevada
December 5 - Tour of Conners Creek

Resource Advisory Council (RAC) Members Present and Category Represented:

Kathy Ataman




(2) Archaeology

Vince Garcia




(3) Native American

Dave Gaskin




(3) State Agency

Patsy Tomera




(3) Public At Large

Dave Tattam




(2) Wild Horse & Burro

Bill Upton




(1) Mining

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Representatives Present:

Mike Brown




Public Affairs Officer, Elko Field Office

Helen Hankins




Field Manager, Elko Field Office

Leticia Lister




Range Management Specialist, Elko Field Office

Skip Ritter




Forester, Elko Field Office

Other Attendees:

Bill Van Bruggen



District Ranger, Jarbidge Ranger District, U.S. Forest Service

Note to readers: A copy of each attachment listed in the text of, and at the end of these minutes is on file with the official copy of the minutes in the Elko Field Office of the BLM. 

1:00 p.m.  Tour Departed Elko 

Upon arrival at Conners Creek, Leticia Lister briefed the group on rehabilitation efforts and techniques used in the aftermath of the Stag Fire, allotment management, range improvement projects, Mary’s River land exchange and public lands consolidation efforts.  

Skip Ritter discussed aspen regeneration.  

Tour ended at 5:30 p.m.
December 6 - Business Meeting in the Elko Field Office

Resource Advisory Council (RAC) Members Present and Category Represented:

Kathy Ataman




(2) Archaeology

Duane Erickson



(2) Environment

John Ellison




(3) Elected Official



Art Gale




(1) Grazing Permit

Vince Garcia




(3) Native American

Dave Gaskin




(3) State Agency

Brent Howerton



(1) Transportation & ROW

Barry Perryman



(3) Academic

Todd Schwandt



(2) Recreation

Dave Tattam




(2) Wild Horse & Burro

Patsy Tomera




(3) Public At Large

Bill Upton




(1) Mining

Jeff White




(1) Mining

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Representatives Present:



Tanya Arnberger



Accounting Technician, Elko Field Office

Mike Brown




Public Affairs Officer, Elko Field Office

Mark Coca




Weed Specialist, Elko Field Office

Gene Drais




NEPA Coordinator, Ely Field Office

Helen Hankins




Field Manager, Elko Field Office

Diane Hendry                                                 Public Affairs Officer, Battle Mountain

                                                                        Field Office        


Dan Kohring




Weed Specialist, Elko Field Office

Gene Kolkman



Field Manager, Ely Field Office

Dee Lloyd




Trail Center Manager, Elko Field Office

Teresa Panter




Archaeologist, Elko Field Office

Jerry Smith




Field Manager, Battle Mountain Field Office

Other Attendees:
Bill Van Bruggen



District Ranger, Jarbidge Ranger District, U.S. Forest Service

Marti Collins




Refuge Manager, Ruby Marsh Wildlife Refuge, USF&WS

Rudy Herndon




Elko Daily Free Press

June McMillen



Public Affairs Officer,  U.S. Forest Service

Paul Sawyer




Elko Citizen, Trail Center Advocate

Welcome and Introduction
0900 - Chairman Vince Garcia opened the meeting.  He welcomed new members Barry Perryman and Todd Schwandt.  Everyone introduced themselves and stated their profession.  

I. 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
- Vince Garcia announced there is a quorum at this meeting.  The minutes for April 24 & 25 meeting in Battle Mountain were reviewed.  

John Ellison made a motion to approve the minutes.  Dave Tatum seconded the motion.  All in favor.

The minutes for the August 15 meeting in Ely were reviewed.  

Kathy Ataman made a motion to approve the minutes.  Patsy Tomera seconded the motion.  All in favor.  
The minutes for the October 18 meeting in Reno were reviewed.  Needed corrections were noted including date of meeting, two misspellings, and adding “west” to the Elko County Elk Plan.

Patsy Tomera made a motion to approve the minutes with the corrections.  John Ellison seconded the motion.  All in favor.
II. 
NATIONAL RAC WORKSHOP UPDATE
- Vince Garcia discussed the National RAC meeting in Phoenix, Arizona with BLM Director Kathleen Clarke.  Twenty three RAC Chairpersons met and discussed ways to improve RAC support to BLM and better serve communities.  Many RAC members shared the same concerns.  Five topics were addressed by “pods” or work groups.

The topics were Planning, RAC Roles and Responsibilities, Communications, Administration, and Future Resource Issues.  The groups were very productive.  All facts and findings from the workgroups will be forwarded from the Washington Office.

Garcia was in the Planning group.   For Planning, Director Clark would like more involvement from the RACs at the local level - both long-term and short-term plans.  RACs can help with guidance if needed.  RACs should be more involved in promoting how much BLM provides to local economies.  RACs can help promote BLM to local communities and BLM’s relationship to the social and economic impact to communities. 

RAC Roles - Clark encouraged RACs to be involved in BLM work plans and would like to see specialists and experts brought into BLM processes such as the Northeast Nevada Stewardship Group.  Clark also complimented the Northeastern Great Basin RAC on its involvement in the Dann impoundment process. 

Administration - Clark will review RAC charters for voting pods, member appointments and may consider having a member-in-waiting.   RAC members commented that posting Federal Register Notices can delay actions; and members not in good standing should be reviewed (i.e. trespass issues); and to consider orientation for new members.

Communications -  There will be a national RAC director and Clark encouraged RACs to share information with other RACS and to educate the public what the RACs are working on.   This conference should happen every year among RAC Chairpersons.  The RACs should have more involvement in decision making process including litigation issues.  

- Patsy Tomera suggested when meeting notices appear in newspapers, add some RAC accomplishments to the notice.

- Jerry Smith mentioned the BLM website which contains RAC information.  He suggested that Standards & Guidelines be published on the site.

- Helen Hankins stated that State Director Bob Abbey complimented Nevada RACs on their accomplishments in relation to the national level.

III.  
MINING UPDATE

- Dave Gaskin commented that the State will be holding meetings (Carson City, Winnemucca -Thursday, Elko-Friday,) to discuss mining permit applications and regulations.  He invited BLM to attend and asked for comments.

- Jerry Smith said that he does not consider bonding analysis a NEPA issue.   Some groups want BLM to add bonding/reclamation into NEPA documents.  He asked if federal public comment is enough to meet state requirements?  BLM is not doing public scoping on actual reclamation.  Bonding is not being brought forward during the NEPA process.   The state might have to stick with having a public comment period.

- Helen Hankins suggested holding joint meetings for example the state could hold a public meeting in the morning and the BLM in the evening.  BLM does not solicit public comment on any matters that the state regulates.  She agrees with Jerry that mining details are the responsibility of the mining industry.  Details of “how” to accomplish (for example leaching) is not part of NEPA process. Details are appealable under NEPA if they’re included in an EIS.

- Duane Erickson commented that some members of the public do have the expertise to comment on EIS, NEPA, etc.  He feels the public should be able to comment on reclamation plans.

- Gene Kolkman noted BLM should be careful not to over-design in an EIS as it’s tough to modify.  Important to time public comment when stages are current. Locking into EIS’s and public comment if poorly timed, could complicate NEPA process.

- Additional discussion about comment periods and the NEPA process, industry’s concerns about length of time state takes to complete public comment, 3809, reclamation, and bonding.

- Patsy Tomera asked how many abandoned mines have been reclaimed?

- Dave Gaskin explained the state is working with Army Corps of Engineers and there is difficulty getting monies due to the Army’s administrative process.  Not a lot of progress this year; going slower that hoped. Gains should be made next year. 

- Barry Perryman asked about fund processing.

- Dave Gaskin explained that the Army provides funds for the state to use; not AML monies.

- John Ellison asked about the national and international working relationship with mining industry?

- Discussion about mining regulation environmental concerns, and economic feasibility.  Concerns expressed that major mining companies will go outside of the United States because of excessive government regulation.

10:25 - Chairman Garcia called a break

10:45 - Chairman Garcia called the meeting back to order
IV.
OHV FINAL GUIDELINES
Final guidelines from the statewide RAC sub-committee are not yet available for review.

Mike Brown will send copies to all members when available.

V.
VEGETATION DRAFT GUIDELINES WORK SESSION
Barry Perryman will contact Hudson Glimp regarding status of the Vegetation Guidelines

since the August meeting.   Mike Brown will send copies to all member when available.

VI.     
ELY FIELD OFFICE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
- Gene Drais introduced himself as the Project Manager for the Ely Resource

Management Plan (RMP).  The RMP will be a comprehensive plan addressing all

resources.  There are three Land Use Management Plans in Ely District currently.  All

will be incorporated into one plan. Drais handed out the proposed schedule.  The Notice

of Intent has not published yet in Federal Register.  He asked for the RAC’s involvement

in this process.  Public scoping process planned for late February 2003 with the Draft

plan available by the end of September 2003.  BLM considers public input very

important. The Ely Field Office sent out letters to 29 different agencies, counties, and

tribes asking them to be cooperative agencies in this effort.

Drais asked to come to future RAC meetings and keep the RAC members updated.  He

also plans to meet with Public Land Users Advisory Committees (PLUAC).

Potential issues and goals that will be dealt with in the new RMP include: implementing

the Great Basin Restoration Initiative; biodiversity; have compassion for individuals

 who make their living on public lands; special areas that may need special designation; 

 will use adaptive management throughout process; striving for a dynamic plan with

fewer amendments than has happened in the  past; will address OHV use; land use issues

(sage grouse habitat, elk habitat and management plans; WH&B management, livestock

grazing); economic component – land disposal (with county and local involvement);

renewable energy (oil, gas, wind); biomass (product left if vegetation removal occurs);

mineral withdrawal areas will be investigated; and commercial and competitive

recreation (outfitters & guides).  

The RMP will not be addressing wilderness boundary issues,

- Todd Schwandt mentioned letters were sent to Bob Abbey and Governor Guinn about 

oversight of these groups since some are not licensed.. 

-Vince Garcia reminded members that this is just a briefing session.  RAC does have

Wild Horse & Burro guidelines in place plus OHV and Vegetation Guidelines are being

worked on.  If there are experts on the RAC that could assist with the RMP, now would

be the time to get involved. RAC is here to help in the decision-making process and then

let public know of RAC involvement.

- Duane Erickson asked about watershed analysis – how does it fit?

- Gene Kolkman described that interdisplinary teams are focusing on this issue and

providing guidance on the best restoration procedure.  Watershed plant communities are

being identified; ecological soundness investigated (killing weeds, restoring systems,

and pinyon juniper removal).  Watershed assessments taking place by teams.






- Patsy Tomera questioned how much of the 11 million acres being looked at is private

property and are the private property owners willing to sell?  She also noted that the

public should be aware that BLM doesn’t go to private property owners to purchase land;

it is the other way around.  Gene Kolkman responded that there are about 17,000 private

acres in the area.  

- Discussion about consistency with neighboring land use plans and cooperation with

surrounding communities and their land use plans.

- Jeff White inquired whether as RAC members they will be notified of process and can

they be involved as private citizens?  Gene Drais responded yes to both questions.

- Discussion about minerals withdrawal criteria and addressing some mining claims.  Bill

Upton will be involved

- Barry Perryman suggested there should be provision for research in plan.

- Gene Kolkman summarized that they’re trying to keep this process as open as possible.

Some counties are working on ordinances for OHV, zoning issues, etc.  Counties are

 setting up teams for discussion with Ely on the RMP.   They want to use a common

sense point of view.  Counties have areas of agreement and disagreement.

- Bill Upton inquired about 3809 task force status.  Helen Hankins has no information on

this currently.  Mike Brown will send information to RAC members when it’s received.

- Helen Hankins thanked the RAC for Dann impoundment support and the broad

perspective members bring to BLM.  BLM hopes to make RAC meetings productive; if

members have suggestions to improve meetings, please submit. She also thanked RAC

members for their time.

12:00 - Chairman Garcia called Recess for Lunch

1:10 - 
 Chairman Garcia called the meeting to order
VII.
CALIFORNIA NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS INTERPRETIVE CENTER
- Dee Lloyd gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on the California National Historic

Trails Interpretive Center project.  He focused on the background, partnerships

involved, completed tasks, current activities, and future steps.

1:30 p.m. -  Chairman Garcia opened the Public Comment Period for the next 30

minutes.  No public comment was received.

- Helen Hankins discussed funding for the Interpretive Center – $18 million has been

promised, but has not been appropriated at this time. Funding for maintenance has not

been established yet and it is estimated to be $1 million per year.  Hankins discussed the

need for fund raising and a local foundation.  Also there is a need to establish a regional

advisory committee which would be either stand-alone or a subcommittee of the RAC.  

BLM will give the RAC periodic updates.  There will be an advisory role for the RAC.

- Paul Sawyer commented that there are many pristine site along the Humboldt and the

Interstate. his project will not add more taxes. An added room tax was done to

appropriate the money for the city’s portion of the project.   The Trail is a great story that

needs to be told and this is a wonderful opportunity to tell the story of the opening of the

West.  The projected opening is 2006.  Senator Reid has promised the money.

- Pasty Tomera asked if local history such as area ranches will be interpreted as well.

- Paul Sawyer explained that the Center will tell the story of the people that went through

here and the Native American people that were here.

- Helen Hankins discussed the land exchange for the Center and the people who donated

the mineral rights on that land.

- Paul Sawyer described the involvement of area ranchers who have helped with the

marking and interpreting the trail which included doing the kiosk at Hunter exit. The

mines helped fund and pay for supplies.  There is over 400 miles of trail – from Donner,

Hastings Cutoff, to pack trails.

- Discussion about a foundation, opportunities to help, and fund raising.  Patsy Tomera

suggested contacting the Cord Foundation as they might be able to help with funding.

- Gene Kolkman gave an update on the Spring Valley Exchange with Nevada Land

Resource Company to establish a grass bank.  The intent was that when rangelands are

being restored, there needs to be a place to move livestock. Do not have any support at

this point. There are too many issues to continue at this point, i.e., issues between

livestock and water rights.  There is support for the “concept” of a grass bank. 

VIII.
COORDINATED NOXIOUS WEEDS TREATMENT
- Helen Hankins discussed the need for more coordinated week treatment across borders

under the RAC boundaries.  Of all the counties, Eureka has the best coordination.

- Gene Kolkman commented that the Ely Field Office works with different counties –

White Pine, Nye and Lincoln Counties.  They have treated 40,000 acres and have already

done a lot of white top.  Need to also get the Forest Service involved in the funding. 

- Bill Van Bruggen stated that the Forest Service weed funding looks good for the future,

they have crews all over.

- Todd Schwandt said he had served on the weed board in Lamoille and does not see the

situation getting better, just getting worse.  Money is not going to where it needs to be.

They are spraying the wrong places. Have to start at the top not the bottom. Every weed

district has different rules and regulations, nothing getting done. Have quarantined area –

while another area is not. Need better cooperation.

- Helen Hankins agreed with Schwandt and shares the same concerns.  Hankins asked if

the RAC would be willing to get involved.

- Extensive discussion about the need for action and cooperation.

- Barry Perryman commented that once people start noticing and recognizing weeds then

it’s usually too late. Takes place on a shorter time scale. The issue has been neglected for

a long time for what ever reason.

- Vince Garcia suggested a  RAC committee should be the first step – not the BLM.  We

are on the right track with what we are discussing now. On the RAC level – will have to

get out there, get resolutions. Everyone is waiting for someone else to take the lead.

- Art Gale asked if permittees are involved to help with the weed problem.  Helen

Hankins responded that weed districts are working with the permittees and she agreed

that education is needed. Need to consolidate weed treatments. Dawn Rafferty is an

excellent spokesperson. BLM Elko has tried to double the treatments every year. Need to

be at 25,000 acres every year to remain even. Not close yet.

- Additional discussion about the need for action and that the leadership role should not

be a federal agency.

Todd Schwandt made a motion for the RAC to host a Weed Summit in Elko.  Art

Gale seconded the motion.  All in favor.
- Vince Garcia asked Mike Brown to begin setting the meeting up.  February 12th was

selected as the date in Elko..

- Discussion of various organizations and people to invite and potential agenda items for

the meeting.  Potential agenda items suggested include define the problem, funding

sources, coordinating effectiveness, coordinating resources, inventory of resources,

coordinating attach, coordinate containment, prioritizing species and where located.

- Vince Garcia and Patsy Tomera will help organize.  Others to involve include Kent

McAdoo, Fred Zaga, Bob Wilson, and John Ellison.

IX.
FIELD MANAGERS’ AND DISTRICT RANGERS’ REPORTS
- Helen Hankins updated the RAC members on the September 22, 2002, impoundment of

cattle belonging to the Danns. More than 250 cattle have spread to public land.  There

is a need to remove horses also.  The Danns have been in contact with horse advocacy

groups – price too low to do anything. BLM may do another impoundment if horses and

cattle are not removed from public lands. BLM’s issue is not with the Danns, but with the

problems that are occurring with the land. BLM issues are not with the Western

Shoshone, but with how they are dealing with the situation.

-Dave Tattam asked about monitoring wild horses turned back out on the range after a

fire.  Jerry Smith responded the horses were monitored, some went to private land, none

have been found dead, and only two were headed back to where they were kept.

Kathy Ataman motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Patsy Tomera seconded the motion.  All in favor.

Meeting adjourned 3:10 p.m.
Date Approved:



Approved by:

_______________________


_________________________________


Minutes by Tanya Arnberger, Teresa Panter, and Mike Brown


