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Welcome and Introduction
· There is a quorum

I.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
· Minutes from the previous meeting (November 9, 2001) were reviewed and minor changes made.

· Kathy Ataman moved that the minutes be changed.  It was seconded by Patsy Tomera.  All were in favor. 

II.  RECOGNIZE NEW MEMBERS

· Hank Vogler was recognized and welcomed to the RAC as a new member.

III.  SHOSHONE-EUREKA RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN FIRE AMENDMENT 

- Jerry Smith discussed the long period of time the Battle Mountain Land Use Plan Fire Amendment has been in process and requested new RAC members review the proposed amendment.  The plan was rewritten after the 1999 fire season and scaled back the amount of prescribed fire. Three protests were filed to the fire plan amendment:

- Eureka County

- Idaho High Deserts

- Hank Phillipine

- The protests were broken down into issues and the Battle Mountain BLM staff is working with the BLM Washington Office to resolve the issues.

- Dave Davis discussed the Fire Amendment, noting the effort began in 1997 based on national direction at that time.  It is a large-scale planning exercise involving 4.5 million acres.  The Wildland/Urban Interface is an issue and will continue to have a lot of public involvement.  Sage grouse, cheat grass, and weeds are issues as well.  Over 70% of the Battle Mountain Field Office area would be >full suppression= under the plan.  The protest points were:

- Two growing season rest minimum requirement/policy

- Using grazing as a fuel reduction technique was left out of the document, but was brought up at the public meetings.

Davis feels the protests can be resolved amicably.  In response to a question from Hank Vogler regarding fuels buildup if no grazing is allowed, Davis discussed Fire Categories, levels of suppression, and rehabilitation.  Davis will send a copy of the plan to Vogler.
- Jerry Smith discussed the two growing season Apolicy@ in response to Vince Garcia=s question regarding its use.  Grazing can be introduced if there is an objective to meet and if rationale is provided.  

- Helen Hankins noted a caveat in the policy that when BLM does a grazing closure, that criteria are set - so that when the criteria are met, grazing can be opened.  There have been a few instances in the Elko Field Office where plants were okay after one season.
- Patsy Tomera and Jerry Smith discussed examples of willow growth in riparian areas, fencing in riparian areas and differences between BLM and Nevada Division of Wildlife in grazing after fire.  Smith noted that areas burned in 1999 have not been reopened because of drought and rehabilitation problems related to drought.  

- Vince Garcia questioned how BLM with livestock numbers during the drought.  Jerry Smith note the use of deferred or rest rotation systems; and another option is develop Aforage banks.@  Patsy Tomera questioned wild horse presence in burned areas and Smith stated horses were rounded up from burned area and are being fed.  Tomera noted large numbers of antelope in burned areas and that wildlife cannot be controlled.  Smith stated there could be emergency livestock closures in the Battle Mountain Field Office this year if the drought doesn=t break.

- Scott Egbert questioned why wildlife cannot be controlled in burn areas if horses and cows can be controlled.  Smith noted that increased numbers of deer killed by hunters.  BLM does not control wildlife, but can make recommendations to NDOW.
- Vince Garcia called for a recommendation from the RAC members of support or non-support of the Fire Amendment for the Shoshone-Eureka Resource Management Plan
· Dave Tattam made a motion that the RAC recommend to the BLM Nevada State Director to accept the Shoshone-Eureka Land Use Plan Fire Amendment.  Motion seconded by Jeff White.  All were in favor.
Scott Egbert suggested adding into the motion Aafter resolving the issue with Eureka County.@
Break 10:15 - 10:30 a.m.

· Diane Murray handed out travel vouchers and requested receipts.

IV.  OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE DRAFT GUIDELINES
- Jon Muller distributed copies of Draft 3 of the Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Standards and Guidelines.    Material was incorporated from other states - especially Utah - and from comments at the November RAC meeting.

- Muller noted that the Standards are the same as other plans.  A Stewardship Ethic section was added.  AStandards@ explain why; AGuidelines@ explain what; and AStewardship Ethics@ explain how to achieve.  

- General discussion about statewide RAC work on OHV and concern that the Standards will not be the same across the state.  Jo Simpson noted that the TRI-RAC OHV subgroup had recently met and that State Director Bob Abbey wants statewide Guidelines for OHV use which could apply across the state, but would fall under Standards for each ecosystem. Jon Muller=s Draft 3 will be distributed to the TRI-RAC OHV subgroup.

- Muller discussed that the Draft document uses some of the National policy in the Draft guidelines, ideas and concerns from the last RAC meeting, and information from the other states= guidelines.  Additional discussion about the format of the Guidelines and suggestions to make them similar to Rangeland Health and Wild Horse and Burro Standards and Guideline documents.  Also suggestions to expand the Draft Guidelines to include non-motorized mechanical issues; i.e. bicycles, equestrians, and pedestrians.

- Discussion about Acommon sense,@ and education and signing.  Hankins noted that with good public education, most of the public will do the right thing.  BLM wants to achieve information and education, not enforcement.

- Dave Tattam noted he had seen impact in southern Nevada from California recreationists because they could not use OHVs in the Mojave area in California.  Discussion that Nevada needs guidelines as it is the only western state without them.

- Jo Simpson elaborated that the State Director would like the OHV Guidelines (statewide) to tie to the sage grouse planning efforts, and suggested the RACs could help by contacting counties who could help with county ordinances.  Jon Muller suggested that BLM could help counties obtain TEA 21 monies.

- Bill Van Bruggen discussed that in California, OHV registration is required and groups compete for grant monies funded by the registration fees.  General discussion of using tax or registration money similar to wildlife/hunting fees for needed programs.  Muller noted Wyoming as an example of education program.

- Vince Garcia asked that RAC members and BLM staff review Draft 3 guidelines and send comments to Jon Muller before the next TRI-RAC subgroup meeting.  Muller asked that comments be sent by February 8, 2002 and he will incorporate them by February 15th and re-distribute.

Break for lunch; reconvene 1:20 p.m.

V.  VEGETATION DRAFT GUIDELINES
- Bill Upton discussed the background of the Draft Vegetation guidelines - Hudson Glimp drafted the initial information for vegetation communities.  Upton noted the there would be riparian additions and then the guidelines would be ready for RAC members= review.  Jeff White noted that they would be put in the same format as other Standards and Guidelines.  Discussion about including cultural resources in the guidelines.

· Public Comment Period was opened at 1:30 p.m. 

 
No public comment was received.

- Kathy Ataman raised the issue of is the goal with vegetation to manipulate natural succession or to establish a natural pattern.  Jerry Smith discussed Ely=s proposed vegetation project.  Ely is looking at large landscape areas: for example - 5% canopy cover of juniper, so much sagebrush, forbs, grasses, etc.  

- Discussion about having general guidelines versus specific activity plans and how it benefits BLM.  BLM is looking for tools.  The goal is for vegetation to be in natural succession; the issue is how to get there with competing philosophies and different points of view. 

- Jeff White noted is helps BLM to have guidance from a RAC - which is a public process.  It benefits BLM and helps in legal and multiple use situations.  Helen Hankins commented that Standards and Guidelines get incorporated into land use plans.  The work of the RAC is very valuable public input.

- Vince Garcia raised the issue of guidelines for noxious weeds - noting that inventory has been done, the need to identify the 7 or 8 worst weeds, and funding of Conservation Districts.  Hankins noted that guidance from the Vegetation Guidelines on which herbicides to use and where - would be valuable.  

- Discussion about the most effective way for the RAC to address the Vegetation Guidelines.  It was decided to work in subgroups and specific problems/needs were identified by BLM Field Office.

- Elko Field Office: sagebrush, grass and noxious weeds

- Ely Field Office: pinyon/juniper

- Battle Mountain Field Office: cheat grass, annuals, and desert shrubs

·  RAC subgroups are:

- Sagebrush and Grass - Jeff White, Bill Upton, Scott Egbert, Duane Erickson, Don King, and Vince Garcia

- Pinyon/Juniper - Dave Gaskin, Jon Muller, Hank Vogler, Vince Garcia, and Hudson Glimp

- Desert Shrub- Grass and Cheat Grass/Annuals - Jerry Smith, John Winnepenninkx, and Hudson Glimp

- Noxious/Invasive Weeds - Scott Egbert, Don King, Patsy Tomera, and Vince Garcia

- Vegetation Strategies/Native Seed - Helen Hankins, Jerry Smith, Jeff White, Bill Upton, and Dave Gaskin

- Helen Hankins noted that she has been tasked with developing sources of native seeds.  The BLM State Director would like all native seed needed in Nevada to be produced in Nevada.  Jeff White commented that the mining industry is under pressure to use native species only.

VI.  FIELD MANAGERS= REPORTS 
- Jon Muller questioned the Aspen Study in the Battle Mountain Field Office Report.  Jerry Smith noted the study on aspen stands showed that stands are disappearing - and there is an immediate need to take action.  Discussion about causes could include elk polishing horns and wildfire.

VII.  AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING

- A field trip to Crescent Valley to discuss grazing and mining issues will be held on April 24th, departing the Battle Mountain Field Office at 9:00 a.m.
Break 3:30 to 3:40 p.m.
- Agenda for the next meeting will include OHV information, Vegetation Guidelines report, and bonding.

VIII.  3809 REGULATIONS
- Dave Gaskin questioned BLM priorities in Nevada related to mine bonding.  Jerry Smith noted Restoration is the top priority. Gaskin note that issuing Bonding Decision letters is a problem and that the State of Nevada and BLM must agree.  Under bonding is a problem.  Gail Givens commented there are currently 90 active mine plans in Battle Mountain that need to be evaluated for current bonding; and that staff shortages and specific skills needed are an issue.  3809 and bonding will be added to the next meeting=s agenda.

- Discussion that older mines that are winding down can go into bankruptcy when additional funds for bonding are requested.  Gaskin noted the State of Nevada is working to try to get interim amounts.

- Jerry Smith commented on the push for energy from the President.  There is a backlog of geothermal applications.  Interior Secretary Norton has instructed that backlog be handled by the end of 2003.  There is also a backlog for wind energy applications.

- Gaskin commented that the RAC should help BLM anyway it can to deal with the bonding backlog.  He suggested a RAC subgroup form to work on the issue - Dave Gaskin, Jeff White, and Bill upton.

· Scott Egbert moved that the meeting be adjourned and it was seconded by Duane Erickson.  All were in favor.

· Meeting was adjourned by Chairman Vince Garcia at 4:20 p.m.
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