LanderField Office Plans to ConducluniperThinningas a part of the South
Wind River Mule Deer Habitat Improvement Project

Project Summary
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juniperand limber pine woodlanih the vicinity of the Derby Dome oilfield and Cedar Ridge

approximatelyl2 milessoutheast of LanderWWyoming The prgposed project area is locatechohe toe

slopes of the eastern side of Cedar Ridgere specifically in portits ofSections 17,18,20,28,33, and

34 of Township 32 N. and Range 9@M on the rolling hills southeast of Derby Dothat includes

portions of Sections 3,4,9, and 10 of Township 31N Range B@&/Moject would be

implemented onlands administered bthe BLM.

The area consists gkedlingsapling and vigorous mature sized juniper and limber pine trees that have
expanded into productive shrubland areas in the absence afTine dasity of the existingunipers and
limber pinesis currentlyaround 3® live tree stems to the acrélost of the trees within the areas
proposed to be treated are 100 years old and younger, evidence that fire historically removed junipers
from the area, while trees on the rocky ridges that are not identified for treatmentiged past fire

events and are generally several hundred years\bithin the proposed project perimeterabout 90%

of the existing live conifers would be cut and mulched using tracked machinery

This treatment woud be conducted by contractors emplayéy the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department Implementation would take place during the sumnaed fall months of 2008The

objectives of this project are td) Remove younger age class juniper and limber pine from productive
shrubland habitat2) Reducé&azardous naturaluelsloading in shrubland areas with high density of
junipers and 3) improve wildlife fabitat by promoting the transition of the existing dense, yougg a
class juniper and limber pine stands baclathrub and associated herbaceous sigs dominated site

Issues

Juniper and limbepineis an important vegetation commity for wildlife habitatand visual aesthetics.
The &ck oflargefiresin these areas in the pabhs resulted irexpansion of the juniper into shrublands
that are impotant to mule deer and other wildlife specié&/hile juniper woodlands are important to an
assortment of wildlife species, the loss of productive shrublands adjacent to these woodland sites
reduces the habitat diversity across the range where species lite deer live. Removirthe identfied
young age class juniper and limber psiands will enhance the wildlife haat characteristics and
promote shrub and herbaceous species groatter the cutting treatment.



Please contact Tim Kramef the Lander Field Office at (307)38231or Tim_Kramer@blm.gav you
have concerns about the project or would like to participate in its plandihgugh comments are
welcome at any timethey will be best used in thiganning effortif submitted by June 20t20GB.

Figure 1Cedar Ridge and Derby Dome Wildlife Habitat afakls Reduction Project
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