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CURRENT BOUNDARIES
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conunurrit.Les, with the amounts of these redisteibutions bei.ng
determined by s t.at.e laws and policies.

Annual employment by the .Iacobs Ranch lline under this alternative wi11
continue to average about 365 to 375 per year. ~lnual wages per
employee are reported to be about $45,000. Applying this to total
annual employment results in total wages paid by the mine operation of
between $16.43 tn iLl.i.on and $16.65 million per year. Over the 13 year
life of the mine this would amount to between $214 million and $216
million in total wages. These wage expenditures are included in the
total economic impacts specified above, and should not be considered
additional to them.

Under this alternative, after 2004 there would be a loss of about 365
permanent jobs and related income, a decrease in royalty paymcnt.s
received by the Federal Government, a loss in the related
disbursements to county and local entities, and a reduction in sales
and use taXI-)Srelated to coal production f r om the Jacobs Ranch Mine.
There would also be a negative impact on the housing market in the
commuting area and on the indirect and induced economic benefits to
the local business communi.t y that result f r-omthe current Jacobs Ranch
Mine operation.

If there is expans ion to other mineral related opl:-;rations in the
affected area, including oil and gas production during the years prior
to or subsequent to the mine closure, this may help to mitigate these
potential impacts. The potential for oil and gas development I-;xists
in Crook and Campbell Counties. However, this cxpans i.on is
speculative at the present time.

If the proposed lease is dfweloped, appt'oximately 132 million tons of
coal would be ircetr'ievably and irrl-wet"sibly lost as a t"esoucce foe
fut.ure gl-ml-)t"ations. This loss would be mitigated by the J!'ederal and
St.ate government. revenues goner ated foe pcesent day citizens and by
t.he bl-meficial use of the coal by electric utilities to meet current
national energy needs. Moreover', the amount of the coal resource
involved is very small compaced to the cemaining available coal
r-esources in Wyomingand in the nation.

Consider.ing the dornon s t.rat ed suc.cess fuL reclamation experience at the
adj acerrt. ,Jacobs Ranch Mine, shot-t.-Lerm minimal I-)nvironmenlal impacts
would be incurred during mining, but long-term post-mining
improveml-)nls such as improved pas t.ure and water impoundments would be
developed. The topography would be permanently flattec and more
uniform. The geology would permanently 'be modified by removal of the
coal and mining of the overburden; however, curcent evidence indicates
this may improve groundwater avail.abilit,y to some extent. These
aspects do no£ represent significant concerns relative to
irr'etrievable and itTevl-Yl:."siblecommitments of resources .
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