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conmunities, with the amounts of these redistributions being
deternined by state laws and policies.

Annual employment by the Jacobs Ranch Mine under this alternative will
continue to average about 365 to 375 per year. Annual wages per
employee are reported to be about $45,000. Applying this to total
annual emnployment results in total wages paid by the mine operation of

 petween $16.43 million and $16.65 million per year. Over the 13 year
life of the mine this would amount to between $214 willion and $216
million in total wages. These wage expenditures are included in the
total economic impacts specified above, and should not be considered
additional to them.

Under this alternative, after 2004 there would be a loss of about 365
permanent jobs and related income, a decrease in royalty payments
received by the Federal Government, a loss in the related
disbursements to county and local entities, and a reduction in sales
and use taxes related to coal production from the Jacobs Ranch Mine.
There would also be a negative impact on the housing market in the
commuiting area and on the indirect and induced economic benefits to

the local business community that result from the current Jacobs Ranch
Mine operation.

If there is expansion to other mineral related operations in the
affected area, including oil and gas production during the years prior
to or subsequent to the mine closure, this may help to mitigate these
potential impacts. The potential for oil and gas developnent exists
in Crook and Campbell Counties. However, this expansion is
speculative at the present time.

IV. MITLGATION MEASURES AND RESTDUAL IMPACTS

If the proposed lease is developed, approximately 132 million tons of
coal would be irretrievably and irveversibly lost as a resource for
future generations. This loss would be mitigated by the Federal and
State government revenues generated for present day citizens and by
the beneficial use of the coal by electric utilities to meet current
national energy needs. Moreover, the amount of the coal resource
involved is very small compared to the remaining available coal
resources in Wyoming and in the nation.

Considering the demonstrated successful reclamation experience at the
adjacent Jacobs Ranch Mine, short-term minimal environmental impacts
would be incurred during mining, but long-term post-nining
improvements such as improved pasture and water impoundments would be
developed. The topography would be permanently flatter and more
uniform. The geology would permanently be modified by removal of the
coal and mining of the overburden; however, current evidence indicates
this may improve groundwater availability to some extent. These
aspects do not represent significant concerns relative to
irretrievable and irreversible coumitments of resources.
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