








There are several shore birds associated with the small reservoirs, but
little is known about them. The killdeer 1s common around the reservoirs, meadows,
and along streams. Snipes, gqulls, the American avocet, the Hilson's phalarope,

and the longbilled curlew may be found around the water holes.

Other birds

Raptors found on the lease include the turkey wvulture, marsh hawk,
red-tailed hawk, Swainson's hawk, ferruginous rough-leg, golden eagle, Dbald
eagle, and the American kestrel. Their habits are discussed in Part I.
Information about song birds and other birds discussed in Part 1 1is applicable

to the lease area.

Fish

There 1is no water suitable for fish on the Kerr-McGee lease area.

Reptiles .and amphibians

The tiger salamander, boreal frog, and leopard frog frequent the playas,
small reservoirs, and wet drainage bottoms. The great plains toad, lesser ear-
less 1lizard, and eastern shorthorn lizard are present on the lease.

The prairie rattlesnake and western terrestrial garter snake are common.

Threatened species

No threatened species have been reported as indigenous to the lease

area.
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Recreation

Recreation can best be described as people doing things for their
physical or psychological well being. Few activities occur on this lease area
that serve these needs.

Hunting antelope, deer, cottontail, jackrabbit, sage grouse, and
waterfowl is the most participated-in activity with an estimated 75 visitor days
use per year. Other activities such as sightseeing, artifact hunting, photography,
and picnicking probably occur on the lease area in amounts of 1 to 20 visitor

days per year.
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Agriculture

Livestock grazing

Cattle ranching is the most important agricultural activity in this
area. Dryland crop production is interspersed with grazing in the general
area but not on the lease area. Some dryland farming was tried on the lease
area but was unsuccessful and fields were abandoned in favor of native grass.
Three ranch operations have interest in five pastures on the lease area.

Jacobs Land & Livestock, now a subsidiary of Kerr-McGee, has three
pastures within the lease. Pasture #1 is approximately 400 acres, supporting
100 AUMs. Pasture #2 is approximately 960 acres, supporting 240 AUMs. Pasture
#3 is a large pasture containing approximately 3,800 acres. The mined area will
be at the north end of Pasture #3 where approximately 1,920 acres, supporting 480
AUMs, will be affected. There will be 820 AUMs affected by mining in this ranch
unit. Franklin Realty has approximately 350 acres supporting 88 AUMs, and Reno
Livestock has 80 acres and 20 AUMs within the lease area. ARCO and Kerr-McGee
jointly control 760 acres supplying 190 AUMs that will be removed from grazing
for base area and rail spurs. A total of 1,118 AUMs will be lost to mining.

Mining will also affect associated facilities such as fences, dams, and
water wells. There are 6.25 miles of fence inside the lease area and an equal
amount along the lease boundary. Five dams on the lease area accumulate water for
livestock. One of these is on National Grassland in section 12 and holds 19.5
acre-feet of water. Other "spreader dams' exist for spreading irrigation water
onto adjacent areas of both private and National Grassland. The lease also contains

two water wells on private land.
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Farming

Portions of the lease area were unsuccessfully farmed in the 1930's,
and the land was returned to native range. The total area farmed is not known,
but it was a very small part of the lease area. The only reliable method of

obtaining a crop is with irrigation.

Ownership

This lease covers 4,351 acres of National Grassland and private land

as follows:

National Grassland 640 acres
Franklin Realty 353 acres
Jacobs Land & Livestock 2,518 acres
Reno Livestock Corp. 80 acres
Atlantic Richfield 440 acres
Kerr-McGee 320 acres
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Transportation Networks

Primary access roads

State Highway 59 which connects Douglas and Gillette provides general
access to the mining area. It is a narrow, two lane, blacktop road. A 15-mile
segment of the road from Gillette south was improved in 1972, 1In 1973, approx-
imately eight miles of road were improved from Douglas north. Improvement con-

sisted of widening the travel lanes and road shoulders and repaving.

Secondary access roads

Little Thunder County Road connects with Highway 59 in sec. 2, T43N,
R72W, and extends to the east approximately 12 miles where it turns southeast
for approximately six miles (at this point it crosses 2.5 miles of the lease).
From there it continues east to the paved Clareton Highway, 38 miles west of
Newcastle. The Little Thunder County Road was graveled in 1971.

Reno County road connects with Highway 59 in sec. 35, T43N, R72W, and
deadends at the Reno Livestock Company property. The Reno road is four miles

south of the Kerr-McGee lease; it was graveled in 1972-73,

National Grassland roads

School Creek Road (#968) which was graveled in 1972 connects the Little
Thunder and Reno County Roads three miles southeast of the lease.

There are a number of unimproved roads on the lease area that are
used by ranchers to maintain fences and care for livestock. The location of

these is not critical to the livestock operation as alternate routes can be used.
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Powerlines

One 14.4 kv powerline crosses the lease area from northwest to
southeast to serve ranch buildings in sec. 13, of T43N, R70W, and other ranches
to the southeast. This line is owned by the Tri-County Electric Association.

See transmission line map, Figure 83, Chapter IV, Part I.
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Socio=-Economic Conditions
The description of socio-economic effects of development is most

significant at a regional level and is examined in Part I.
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