








Recreation

The recreation opportunities along the proposed route are rather

minimal due to the high, windswept ridges and hills. This route also is

located at the heads of all major drainages and tributaries of the Powder,

Belle Fourche, and Cheyenne Rivers. Because of this naturally high, unshel-

tered area (except for antelope), less opportunity exists for viewing and

hunting wildlife or providing other forms of outdoor recreation.

The area east of this route, where some permanent water is located

consists of large blocks of public land (National Grasslands - 344,000 acres)

with good recreation opportunities (31,600 recreation visitor days in 1973).

Additional access to those lands will result from constructing the railroad.

Also, roads will be kept open for industrial and agriculture use. (

Another recreation interest in the area is collecting. Local groups

contacted indicated no significant concentrations of collectible gem stones

and petrified wood, but opportunities to locate better sites is possible if

public access is protected across the railroad. Construction of the proposed

railroad may be interesting to the highway traveler along State Highway 59.
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Agriculture

The railroad route proposed by Burlington Northern 1nc./Chicago

North Western Transportation Company will cross lands owned by 50 private

landowners, the State, and Federal Government. The right-of-way will cross

80.6 miles of private surface; 9.2 miles owned by the State, 2 miles adminis-

tered by the Bureau of Land Management, and 20.9 miles administered by the

U.S. Forest Service.

Livestock grazing

Bureau of Land Management lands are leased to contiguous ranches

for grazing purposes for periods up to ten years. These lands, due to the

fragmented land pattern, are usually fenced with and used in conjunction with

adjoining private lands.

The Forest Service lands which the route would cross, are located

within the Thunder Basin National Grasslands.

The proposed route crosses lands included in 91 individually fenced

pastures and fields which are part of the land base for 39 ranching operation~

These ranch units derive the major portion of their income from the grazing oj

cattle or sheep, or a combination of both. These fields contain either nativE

or introduced forage species. Over 90 percent of the land receives no irriga-

tion. There is subirrigation along the Belle Fourche River and hay fields arE

irrigated in the Shawnee-Fisher area and north along Shawnee Creek.

Farming

The Powder River Basin is not noted for extensive farming activitie~

and this is especially true along the proposed railroad route. Some dryland

farming activity is located along the route, notably in the area of Bill.
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Small grain production is basically limited to wheat and barley. Production

is marginal and demands special management practices to be profitable. Soil

management is mandatory and summer fallowing is practiced to reduce the

probability of crop failure in drier years. Fields are left fallow every other

year to increase and conserve soil moisture. Strip farming is also practiced

to reduce erosion.

Wheat yields average 16.5 bushels per acre and barley averages 19

bushels per acre. Some oats may occasionally be grown along the route and

production averages about 20 bushels per acre. These yield averages are dryland

averages since no small grain is irrigated along the route.
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Transportation Networks

The general vicinity of the proposed railroad route is traversed by

only one designated highway, State Highway 59. Traffic flow along the highway

is heaviest north of Reno Junction carrying 1,120 vehicles per day; but it is

only lightly traveled at 380 vehicles per day south of the junction. (Wyoming

State Highway Commission, 1972). Due to the light traffic flow along Highway

59 south of Reno Junction, it appears that very little daily commuting to work

is going on between the two counties. The proposed railroad route is planned

to cross Highway 59 at two points south of Reno Junction and each alternate

route plans one crossing. Crossings are proposed to be accomplished via rail-

road undercrossings.

Many numerous lesser unimproved and graded dirt roads throughout

the area provide access to many oil fields and ranch operations. These roads

are to a large extent privately maintained although counties maintain a few

but unknown number of the more significant roads. The proposed route crosses

an estimated 50 of these lesser roads. Traffic flow figures on these roads

are not generally available, but traffic can accurately be described as extremely
light.

The proposed railroad route crosses 4 of the major pipelines shown

on Figure 82, Chapter IV, Part I, and a limited but unknown number of lesser

pipelines not shown. Major electric transmission lines in the area are shown

on Figure 83, Chapter IV, Part I.
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Socio-Economic Conditions

The existing conditions of the study area, which includes this

proposed development, are discussed in Chapter IV, Part I.
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