MR BRIAN AMME i

PEIS PROGRAM MANAGER

BLM NEVADA STATE COFFICE

2C BOX 12000

RENC NV g0520-000¢

Dear Mr Amme,

Please note the following comments on the PEIS for Vegetation

Treatments for Watersheds and Wildlife Habitats on Public Lands

Administered by BIM in the Western United States.

ISSUES OF CONCERN:

I. The PEIS does not adeguately address the causes of noxious
Weed invasion and spread. The focus of the document 1s too
Narrow.

A. The main causes ofinvasive speciles proliferation are
1. RoaabLlLdlug :
Z. Logging - ;
3. ulV@StGCk Grazing
4. Off Road Vehicle use
These actlons have beean: excLu@ed FTorsconsideration in
the PEIS but are major factors affecting the
conservaticon and restoraticn ¢f native vegetation, fish
and wildlife habitat. Fuels/fire management, soil
stabilization, and general watrershed ﬂunctl@n were also
left out of the pzctare,.

IT. The PEIS focuses on reating the sym at@m of the problem of
invasive species rather than the causes that I have
mentioned above. The use of toxic chemicals to eliminate
invasive/noxicus species will compound the problem rather
than alleviate it by contaminating soils, water and air.
A. ‘Regardliess ©oif EPA approval, toxic herbicides proposed

for use in this document have not been scientifically
4 proven to be zafe. The effects of a few are listed
below, '
1. 2,4~D has been shown o be toxic to
a. Blrds such as Sagegrcouse due to habitat
fragm&ﬁiaiiag and Brewers Sparrows reducing

5 avallabliity of Insects which are a part of their

dief,

L. Fish The toxicity of this chemicsal to fish is
demonstrated by the warning on the EPA label. The
toxic effects occur even in low concenitrations.
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5 Cont

“(3y 0 Airn  USGS found that
collected had this chemical on a national

Frogs A re
shows that
hormones.
Pets 2,4~D is linked with Bladder Cancer and
testicular problems in doys.

Persistence and Contamination

(1} USGS surveys show persistence in agri

< Ny &
Z erferes with frog sex

,4-D dnt

ent study from Willamebtte Universi
-

and urban areas, in streams and rivers,
to.oa lesser extent inwells.

{2} Pecplie Centers for Disease Control found

that about 25% of Americans carry thig.
chemical in thelr bo s. L

in children

60% of zir samples

level,

4y Drift Drift problems show this chemical to
be one of the top five pesticides lﬁVGLVeu in

drift incidents over 26 states.
Dioxin This ig a deadly @Qfg’abﬁﬂb
contaminant in 2;4-D. 1

L

2. Glyphosphate (Roundup/Rodeo)

This is currently the most popular chemical beling

zged. in agriculture and on urban and suburban

landscapes. Studies ‘have shown this chemical to b

a. Carcincgenic to - -humans in the form of Non-
Hodgking Lymphoma{see references)
. Miscarriages in human females
¢. Reducticn of male reproductive capacity
d. Birds This chemical effects the plants birds use
for food and shelter : '
@. Fish -Disxugtiaﬁ of Fish immune systems has been
ﬁhown :
f. Frogs/Amphibians Genetic daﬁﬁgﬁ and inhibited
Q@rﬁiﬁym@ﬁL has been shown
g. Parsistence -

1y A regicnal study in the midwest showed that
Glyphosphate applied in springipersisted into
the fzll harvesit geason.

{2} Contamination has been found in six streams
in King-Countyv . Wh-an urban area. 2

[AW]
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Picloram
Tnis chemical is very dangercus and was evaluated by
the EPA in 18995, Bothe the Ecological Effects Branch
and the Environmental Fate and Ground Water Branch ©
the EPA recommended that the use of é“nrgs chemical not
be continued. However, the &Dﬁ,37d not  accept these
commendations.
*ﬁe Journal of Pesticide Reform of Syriﬁg 1898 vol.
18 #1 with peer reviewed literature referred for
citation had this to say about the chemical.
“In laboratory tests, FPlcleram causes damage to the
liver, kidney and-spleen. Other adverse effects
ohserved in laboratory tests include embrye loss in
pregnant rabbits, and testicular atrophy in male
rats. The combination of Piclorsm and 2,4-D causes
birth defscts and decreases birth weights in mice.

-Picloram is contaminated with the carcinogen

hexachlorobensene, Hexachlorobenzend, in addition to
causing cancer of the liver, thyroid, and kidney,
alzo demages boenes, kBlood, and the jmnune system and

‘the endocrine system. Nursing infants and uaborn

children are particularly at risk from
hexachlorobenzene.
Ficloram 18 toxic to Jduvenile Ffish at concentrations
less than 1 part per million{(ppm.) Concentrations as
iow as 0.04 ppm have killed frout fry. In Montana,
r@adﬂide spraying of Tordon killed 15,000 pounds of
fish in a hatCﬂ@rj ¥ mile downstream from the Tordon
i*eabmbhh. :
Ficloram is persistent and highly mobile in soil. It
is widely found as a contaminant of groundwater and
has also been found in streams and lakes., It is alsc
extremely phytotoxic, and drift and runoff from

Picloram treatments have Ccaused startling damage to
crops particuiarly tobacco and potatoes.” 3

Plezse note the attached citations also taken from
the Journal of Pesticide Refcrm on pg.

Inert Ingredients

Inert ingredients of chemicals do not reguire listing
on the label., Health and safetv studies are kept
secret so the public does not know possibls dangers.
ny of these “Inert Ingredients” can add to
of the product. Includsed for reference
list of Inert Ingredients for Z,4-~D.
Pesticide Reform, ¥Winter Z005 Vol 25 44
them fhrough a Freedom of Information ACT

L)
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Parsonal Histor

These ingredients are rarelv disclosed to

-

feal Information

As a resident of Scouthern Oregon for thirty years, the
historical record of asrial spraying of these chemicals
ig c¢learly a negative one. In the Y03, extensive spraving
of 2,4-0 and T,4,5-T have documented many health affects
of coastal Cregon residents that resulted in a number of
lawsuits. The controversy that resulted, led to the
suspension of use of these chemicals by public lmua
agencies except in small localized applications. 7T
noojusti f;c&tl@ﬁ for the program the PEIS proposes
to support the chemical industry.

Forest practices have evolved since those days. No longer

are hardwoodsi{a maicr target for historical spray use)on
public lands considered a weed. Many are retained on the
landscape after -logging operations. Although further

ecclogical progress remains o be made in current forest

management, the reduced herbicide use has eliminated s
very lmportant negative impact on cur forests and
streams. :

lusion, it is very important o eliminaste the true causes

of invasive specles spread rather than compound the problems by
treating the symptoms. These applications will certainly not
improve the wildlife habitat and may be extremely njrmf 1 to the
hhagial
4+ LE

goils(w

A8

ther ;_L;@j p%}fSLS;,f:», Lhe water, and animals and

that use th@ land.

vou for yvour consideration.

siim
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o cide Reform/Journal of Northwest Coalition for
lternatives to Pesticides(NCAP)/BC Box 1393/FEugene/0OR/97440
The following peer reviewed information is taken from this
Journal and included under the following topics:
1. 2,4-D

inter 2005.Vol., 258, NO. 4 pg 16; also list of 2,4-D Iner:
Engr@d ants on pg 12

2. Glyphoszate
Winter 2004, VOL. Z4. NO.4 pg 15; also list of Glyphosate Inert
Ingredients on pg 11

3. picloram
Spring 1998, VOL. 18 NO.

1 pg 28; also see intreduction to fact
shest on pg 13 guoted on pg

-

3 ¢f this paper

4. Responding to a Chemical Goliath
Faill 1998. VOL., 18. NO. 3 pg 2 inciuded at the end of this
section.
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