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Wildland Fire Management

3,000 Fires/Year

2 Million Acres Burned/Year

BLM 5-Year Average:
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WFLC Decisions ðMarch 2008

ü The Wildland Fire Leadership Council (WFLC) 
approved proposed modifications to the Interagency 
Strategy for the Implementation of Federal Wildland 
Fire management Policy (2003)

ü Every wildland fire will be assessed following a 
decision support process that examines the full 
range of responses. The system currently being 
developed and prototyped is known as Wildland Fire 
Decision Support System (WFDSS)

ü BLM Direction was issued via FA IM-2009-011.
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Implementation Strategy Revisions:

Å9ƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ά²ƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ CƛǊŜ ¦ǎŜέ ŀǎ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ

ÅWildland fires are categorized into two distinct types: 

1. Wildfires - Unplanned ignitions or planned ignitions 
that are declared wildfires.

2. Prescribed Fires - Planned ignition

Å9ƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά!ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ



Only one management 
objective will be applied to 
a wildland fire.
Wildland fires will either be 
managed for resource 
benefits or suppressed.
A wildland fire cannot be 
managed for both 
objectives concurrently

Once a wildland fire has 
been managed for 
suppression objectives, it 
may never be managed for 
resource benefit objectives

Management response to a 
wildfire is based on objectives 
established in the Land/ Resource 
Management Plan and the Fire 
Management Plan.  A wildfire 
may be managed for one or more 
objectives.

2003

New

Modifications to Fire Policy Implementation Strategy

OBJECTIVES



When a prescribed fire 
or a fire designated for 
wildland fire use has 
been declared a 
wildfire, it cannot be 
returned to prescribed 
fire or wildland fire use 
status

A prescribed fire that 
is declared a wildfire 
may be managed for 
one or more 
objectives like any 
other wildfire.

Modifications to Fire Policy Implementation Strategy

2003

NEW

PRESCRIBED FIRE


