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Å Objectives

Å Where paleo resources fit into the Land Use 
Planning process

Å Potential Fossil Yield Classification

Å Where the PFYC fits into the LUP

Å Implementation of PaleoResources 
Management Decisions



FLPMA  - 43 U.S.C. 1701(a)(8)

òéthe public lands be managed in a manner 

that will protect the quality of scientific , 
scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air 
and atmospheric, water resource, and 
archeological values; éó

Paleontological resources are natural resources 

with scientific values.



BLM Policy ðMS 8270.06A.

The paleontological resources found on 
public lands are recognized by the BLM as 
constituting a fragile and nonrenewable 
scientific record of the history of life on Earth, 
and so represent an important and critical 
component of Americaõs natural heritage.  

BLM will exercise stewardship of these 
resources as part of its public land management 
responsibility.





BLM Policy ðMS 8270.06A.

Consider paleontological resources 
management a distinct BLM program

to be given full and equal consideration 
in all its land use planning and decision 
making actions.



BLM Planning Guidance, H -8270-1, Chapter II

Objective: to manage paleontological resources for 
their scientific, educational and recreational values.

Early consideration of paleontological data and 
appropriate uses for paleontological localities when 
making land -use decisions is most cost-effective.

The potential for the occurrence of paleontological 
resources is essential for making  decisions.



Analysis of the Management Situation (AMS)

Å Describes current conditions and trends of the 
resources and the uses/activities in the planning 
area. 

Å Focuses on the issues relevant to resource 
management.

Å Creates a framework from which to resolve the 
planning issues through the development of 
alternatives.



PFYC



The Potential Fossil Yield Classification (PFYC) 
system provides a more uniform tool for the 
assessment of potential occurrences of 
paleontological resources.

PFYC uses geologic data as a basis for 
determining the potential for the occurrence of 
paleontological resources. 


