
Modeling

The BLM works in partnership with the state historic preservation offices  in 11 western states

(Alaska, Oregon, California, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming,  and Montana) to develop data sharing for the cultural and historical resources they manage. 

For more information about the CRDSP, visit the website at: http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/CRM/CRDSP.html

The Cultural Resources Data Sharing Partnership
(CRDSP)

MISSION

ωEnsure field staff have theBestinformation at all times 
ωSave money, time, effort by sharing tools and development
ωShare information through standards and common methods
ωMeasure progress, savings and accomplishments, realized 

through efficiencies 
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AWARDS
2008 �t ESRI SAG Award, recognizing 
outstanding work in the field of GIS
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Each year, BLM assesses over ten thousand land use 
actions. Each generates information about cultural 
resources. GIS provides an efficient, practical method for 
organizing  and display this information.

The map below shows an obsidian source area and 
associated  cobble flows. GIS was employed to predict flow 
distribution, verified through field sampling. Such flows 
offered prehistoric toolmakers attractive sources of raw 
material. Models such as this allow hypothesis testing and 
confirm predictions about landscape features and how 
hunter-gatherers behaved in the past.

In this example, archaeological sensitivity zones were constructed using standard deviation of slope 
(employing 10m DEM), landform, and hydrology, verified by hill shade modeling. Archaeological 
sensitivity was tested and confirmed by a 20% field sample.  Sensitivity zones are useful for 
protection, planning, and management, informing fieldwork focal areas.

Spatial information is the basis of all resource management activities. GIS and digital datasets created through 
the CRDSP make rapid, key, management decisions possible.  In the wildfire response below, shared digital data 

allowed firefighters an opportunity to protect significant resources.

ACHIEVEMENTS

ωSignificant applications in federal and state programs
ωDigitization of more than ½ million paper records with partners
ωStandards for information formats and metadata
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Attributing Tool
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