
Web Forums to share knowledge
and

ask questions

How Forums work and how to 
use them



Forums = Questions and Answers

• A technical question example

• ArcPad and GPS set up

• Choice of Forum

• Google – may have gotten here “No position fix”



A more complex question



A procedural question

• Use Google to find relevant Forum

• Unless you already know of one

• Forum are set up with sub-topics

• See the handouts for full dialogue



Tips and tricks for Forum use

• Key words in Google to locate quickly

• Once in a relevant Forum – search

• Join an extant topic – maybe answered

• Check the activity

• Open a new topic – remarkable response

• Chose to be notified

• Preserved knowledge – revisit and find



Searching within a Forum



Searching within a Forum



Joining a Forum will be a burden

• You are “in-charge”

• You choose your degree of involvement

• Forum use:

– Access to the experts in offices miles away

– Drop in when you need help

– Drop in when you can help

• Notification



Notification email – view or delete



Joining a Forum will expose me to 
spammers and hackers

• False – the Forum is designed for you to 
interact with only whom and when you 
wish

• You will not be on any “lists” to receive 
unwanted email

• No records of your visits or postings 
except those you intend will be made



A DUG Forum for ALL who use and 
manage spatial data for Archeology



Who is “All”?

• BLM DUG and all BLM Cultural Staff

• SHPO GIS Staff and other staff

• CRM Contractors

• Other Federal Agencies (FS, NPS, FWS, 
etc.)

• Everyone is welcome (except spammers 
and hackers)



DUG first visit



FAQ



DUG Forum Registration 
Agreement – yea or nay



Your DUG profile – see handout



Thanks

• Please contact me if you have questions, 
concerns, or suggestions

• Dan Martin, Dan_Martin@blm.gov, 303-
704-0894, http://www.blm.gov/heritage/

• Live demo if internet and time is available

mailto:Dan_Martin@blm.gov
http://www.blm.gov/heritage/

