Onshore Oil & Gas Order # 1

An Overview of the Application for Permit to Drill Process

Introduction and Directors Message

>> Announcer: 

The Bureau of Land Management presents live from the BLM national Training Center in Phoenix, Arizona... Onshore Oil and Gas Order #1, an overview of the application for permit to drill process. And now the host of your program, Tim Spisak.

>> T. Spisak: 

Good morning. Welcome to our broadcast on the recently revised Onshore Oil and Gas order #1 and Application for Permit to Drill process. In this program we will present a number of instructional video segments on the revised order and APD process that BLM fluid mineral experts as well as experts from the Forest Service have prepared for you. Furthermore, we have a panel here at the national Training Center in Phoenix, Arizona, that will be discussing the material after it is covered by each of our experts. This panel will also be taking your questions throughout the program. With me today are four people who have worked on the revised order. From BLM's Washington Office is Jim Burd. Jim led the team. Welcome, Jim.

>> J. Burd: 

Good morning, Tim. It's good to be here in Phoenix.

>> T. Spisak: 

Also with us for this telecast from the Forest Service is Barry Burkhardt. Barry, thanks for representing the Forest Service on our program today.

>> B. Burkhardt: 

It's my pleasure, Tim. As you know, I have worked on this order and the various versions and it's nice to be to the implementation phase.

>> T. Spisak: 

Also with us from BLM's Buffalo, Wyoming office is Jennifer Spegon. Jennifer, thanks for coming down to help us out today.

>> J. Spegon: 

Good morning, Tim.  It's great to be down here in the warm weather.

>> T. Spisak: 

To complete our panel we have Hank Szymanski, who is here from Bureau of Land Management's Colorado state office in Denver. Welcome, Hank.

>> H. Szymanski: 

It's a pleasure to be here to talk about onshore order #1. I look forward to a good session.

>> T. Spisak: 

Thanks. Now that you've met the panel, let's review our goal tore today's broadcast. Our goal is to clarify revisions in the onshore order and explain how the changes impact the filing and processing of APDs. By doing so, we hope to have ‑‑ help you improve the quality of your APDs and expedite the filing and approval process. To reach this goal, we're going to showcase several of our fluid mineral experts. Each presenter will share with you the many important details and aspects of the APD process. This morning we will run the first nine instructional segments that will take us through completing the APD package. Then we will take a 15‑minute break. After the break we will cover other important areas to include rights‑of‑way, special use authorizations, as they are called in the Forest Service, split estate, master development plans, waiver, exceptions, modifications, reclamation and appeals. Before we get started, I would like to invite you to submit your questions during the broadcast either by phone, fax or e‑mail. Due to time constraints we've decided to receive and answer your questions in this format. We will try to answer as many of the questions as we can as we progress through the video segments. However, if we do not get to your question during the broadcast, we will contact you afterwards and provide an answer. The numbers for faxing or calling in questions are 1‑877‑862‑5346 for calls and 602‑906‑5701 for faxes and the e‑mail address is onshoreorder1@blm.gov. Feel free to call, fax or e‑mail us at any time. Our operators are standing by. Now to set the stage for us, BLM Director Jim Caswell has prepared some opening remarks for us. Let's take a look.

>> Director Jim Caswell:

The recent spate of tropical storms, in particular hurricane Dean, which battered through the heart of Mexico's oil and gas producing area, reminds us here in America how vital it is to ensure we have reliable supplies of energy. Beyond the impact from natural disasters and other world events, the United States faces an ever‑widening gap between its production and consumption of energy, a gap could that pose long‑term risks to the U.S. economy and to America's national security. It's for these reasons that our administration is taking important steps to close that gap. Part of that includes improving the way we implement and administer our oil and gas programs. As you know, onshore order #1 has been around for many years. It's served us well as the basis for authorizing oil and gas development on federal and Indian oil and gas leases. The order supports multiple use management and in an environmentally sensitive manner. It also provides a means for surface owners to be involved in decisions that impact them. We had two goals in revising the order... One, to improve the APD approval process. And, two, to provide increased environmental protection for our public lands and National Forests. Ultimately I'm confident that it will improve the way we do business. We are more committed than ever to environmental analysis, surface owner involvement and new techniques that improve efficiency and compatibility with other resource protection needs. We look forward to working with you to achieve these goals. Thank you for your participation today and for your thoughtful feedback into these revisions.

>> T. Spisak: 

Thanks, Director Caswell, for your comments. Now that we have listened to the Director's opening remarks let's begin our video segments.
