Onshore Oil & Gas Order # 1

An Overview of the Application for Permit to Drill Process

Operator Certification

>> T. Spisak: 

Finally to round out our discussion of complete APD packages, Jennifer has a presentation on operator certification.

>> J. Spegon: 

Operator certification is the sixth written component of a complete APD package. The operator certification has been taken out of the original 13‑point surface use plan where this certification implied conformity of just the SUPO and now certifies the operator's conformity with the entire APD package.

The goal of this portion of the program is to explain what is required in the operator certification and what is required in the authorization letter and to make a clear distinction between the operator certification and the term the operator must certify.

The operator certification is a specific component of a complete APD. You'll see the words the operator must certify many times in the order. Today I'll help you make sense of when and what the operator needs to certify. Then I'll conclude with a suggestion to help streamline the APD process.

The operator certification includes contact information for the operator, along with contact information for their field representative and must carry the operator's original signature or meet the BLM standards for electronic commerce.

The operator certification certifies the operator has inspected the site, is familiar with current conditions, is knowledgeable of state and federal laws, is responsible for the operations conducted under this APD package, and certifies the operator will conform to the terms and conditions under which the APD package is approved. You can find the exact format of the operator certification printed in the onshore order number 1 under item 3‑6, operator certification. You will notice the form has changed. You can throw out your old forms and use the new format which refers to the APD package.

Agents not directly employed by the operator, such as permitting agents and environmental consultants, must submit a letter from the operator authorizing the agent to act on their behalf. This letter should specify the name of the agent and what specifically the agent is to act on, such as a specific project or APD package. This authorization letter is a separate document from the operator certification and it also needs the operator's original signature.

In summary, the number of certification depends on the details of the proposal. You will need an operator certification of the APD package and an authorization letter of the agent to act on the operator's behalf and if the well is on split estate, 
The operator must certify notification was provided to the surface owner before entry and certify an agreement with the surface owner has been reached or bond information is provided and certify a copy of the SUPO has been provided to the surface owner at the well location.

I'm going to conclude this part of the program by sharing a strategy that's been streamlining the process of multiple well projects. Operators provide all the required certifications on a few designated pages dedicated to certifications. Then they reference these pages where applicable throughout the APD package. Centralizing all certifications under one quick reference will save time for everyone involved in the APD package.

>> T. Spisak: 

So, Jennifer, is the operator the only one who can sign these certifications?

>> J. Spegon: 

Yes, the operator certification requires an original operator signature. If they have a letter authorizing an agent to sign on their behalf, then that agent can sign other paper work. So the two documents that need an operator original signature are the operator certification and then the letter allowing an agent to work on their behalf.

>> T. Spisak: 

Very good. Thank you. We did get a couple questions and a clarification we wanted to cover. We have a question from somebody in Denver. Are all offices set up for WIS? We got an answer from Paul Brown that says all our offices that have AFMSS connectivity or accesses are set up for WIS. It’s just a matter of going online and requesting a password to set up the account. So, yes, we're good to go there. Also Jim Gazewood sent in a clarification from the question earlier about the offices being ready. Let me read you that answer. The AFMSS WIS is configured to forward APD and APD related information to the respective field offices for processing in that should include GIS‑based or geospatial database formatted information as attached files. Nearly all of BLM's oil and gas offices using GIS, some to a limited degree and others extensively. It is our intent through the development of geospatial database implementation guidelines to work with the BLM field offices and the industry to ensure we have adequate system capabilities to support the APD processing with the new spatial data format types
