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March 21, 2005

Mr. David French

1808 N. Third St.

Anytown, AZ  44444

Dear Mr. French:

On January 12, 2005, BLM received your application to construct a water pipeline across public land.  In reviewing your application, we identified several deficiencies and notified you of the additional information we needed to process your application.  In response to our request of January 30, 2005, you provided us with the additional information and the appropriate cost recovery processing fees on February 24, 2005.  We determined that your application was complete as of that date.
BLM’s goal for your type of right-of-way application is to reach a decision within 60 calendar days of receipt of a complete application, including the appropriate cost recovery fees.  If an application cannot be processed within that 60-day period, BLM is required to inform you of that fact prior to the 30th calendar day and tell you when you may expect a final decision on your application.
[As discussed in the pre-application meeting, the proposed route of your pipeline involves public land which is identified as suitable habitat for the Yuma Clapper Rail.  The protocol established by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for conducting surveys to determine whether a proposed project would affect the species requires that field surveys be conducted between April 15 and May 31.]   


[As discussed in the pre-application meeting, your application involves public land within the Butler Creek drainage.  This drainage has been identified as potential habitat for Munz’s onion, an endangered plant species which cannot be identified during winter months.  We expect to be able to begin field surveys for this endangered plant in May if the weather cooperates.]

[As discussed in the pre-application meeting, snow cover at the propose location of your pipeline will prevent surveys from being conducted to determine if there are potential impacts to cultural resources.  Your archaeological contractor should be able to begin field surveys for cultural resources in early May, weather permitting.]
[As discussed in the pre-application meeting, the proposed route of your pipeline traverses an area of traditional cultural importance to a local Indian tribe, requiring government-to-government consultation.  As the tribal council meets once every 60 days, we will not be able to initiate consultations until May.  From past experience with this tribe, we would expect to conclude our consultations by June 30 unless unforeseen issues arise.  Subsequent consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer will require another 45 days.]

We anticipate a final decision on your application by ___________.  If unforeseen circumstances arise that will extend that date, we will immediately notify you in writing.  Should you have any questions, please contact Rollie White, Realty Specialist, at (602) 555-0435.









Sincerely,








Miranda James








Field Manager
Rationale for delay: Example 1





BLM policy is to determine if application is complete within 21 days of receipt 








Application complete. 60 day processing time begins.  Notification must be sent before 30th calendar day
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Field Manager Signature Required
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