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Treasured Landscapes

The Treasured Landscapes initiative
recognizes the need to take a landscape-
scale approach to conservation. Through
this initiative, the BLM is dedicated to
preserving species and habitat, conserving
and restoring rivers and riparian areas, and
protecting lands of historical and cultural
significance.

The FY 2011 BLM budget provides
significant support to the Treasured
Landscapes initiative with a proposed
$13.1 million increase for high-priority
land acquisition projects, for a total of
$37.8 million for high-priority line-item
projects. The total of $37.8 million will
add Federal protection to 25,679 acres
of lands with key natural and cultural
resources. The request also includes a
program increase of $1.3 million for
management of new wilderness areas
designated by the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009, plus a $414,000
program increase to fund high-priority
operating needs for the monuments and

NCAs.

Youth in Natural Resources

The Youth in Natural Resources
initiative recognizes the value of
encouraging young people to experience
the myriad resources offered by the
Nation’s public lands and to engage and
connect with the land around them. Since
today’s youth are less likely to be exposed
to the outdoors in ways that children
of previous generations were, the BLM
is working to promote natural resource
stewardship by fostering deep, personal
connections between youth and the
Nation’s most treasured landscapes.

In FY 2010, the BLM received an
increase of $5 million to support programs
and partnerships that engage youth in
natural resource management; encourage
young people and their families to visit,
explore, and learn about the public lands;
and promote stewardship, conservation,
and public service. In FY 2011, the BLM
will continue to fund these programs and
partnerships. The Bureau will also dedicate
additional funding toward the Youth in
Natural Resources initiative through its
association with the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF). Specifically,
the BLM will work with NFWF to direct
that $1 million of the requested $3 million
in passthrough funding to the Foundation
be used to support projects that involve
youth.

Other Funding:
The National Wild Horse
and Burro Program

Putting the BLM’s wild horse and
burro program on a sustainable track is
one of Secretary Salazar’s top priorities.
The Secretary’s effort would, among other
things, apply fertility-control measures to
slow the population growth rates of wild
horses and burros.

Under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses
and Burros Act of 1971, the BLM protects,
manages, and controls wild horses and
burros that roam across 31.8 million
acres of western rangeland, including
26.6 million acres of BLM-managed land.
As a result of rapid herd growth, the BLM
must remove thousands of wild horses
and burros from the range each year
to protect public rangelands from
the environmental effects of herd
overpopulation. Currently, the free-
roaming population of 37,000 wild
horses and burros exceeds by more than
10,000 the number that the BLM has
determined can exist in balance with other
public rangeland resources and uses. The
ecosystems of public rangelands are simply
not able to withstand the impacts (such
as soil erosion, reduced water quality, and
damage to wildlife habitat) resulting from
overpopulated herds, which have virtually
no natural predators and grow at an
average rate of 20 percent a year.

Today the BLM finds itself in the
position of needing to gather
overpopulated herds from western
rangelands while public demand for
adoptable horses has declined, leaving more
than 34,000 wild horses and burros in






