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INTRODUCTION

Mr. Chairman andMembersof the Committee, thank you for the opportunitytestify on

wildland fire preparedness for the ZDfire season. Since the Department of the Interior and the
Department of Agriculture work closely together in fire management, th®épartments are
providing a joint statement.

WEATHER, WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE, AND WOOD

Multiple factors contribute to wildland fireThese factors include weather, fuel type, terrain,
location with respect to the wildland urban interface (Waiy other highly valued landscapes,
and managerial decisions made before and during fire incidengldition, changing

temperatures and prolonged drought across many portions of thaWdeSbutheasan

expansion of the WUI and an increase in the nurobpeople living in the WUIgontinued
accumulation of wood fibegnd substantial increases in highly flammable invasive species, such
as cheatgrasaye converging to increase the risk of catastrophic loss from wildland fines.
combination, thesednds present continuing challenges in our efforts to decrease the number
and cost of fire incidents.

Over the last few years, we have reported regularly to Congress on these chall&eg2305
Quadrennial Fire and Fuels Review by DOI and USDA exadnine growth of the WUI, the

area where structures and other human developments meet or intermingle with undeveloped
wildland. The review found that 8.4 million new homes were added to the WUI in the 1990s,
representing 60 percent of the new homes cottstilun the United StateShe rate of growth is
triple the rate of construction outside of the WWlso, the recent Audit Report by the Office of

|l nspector Gener al AForest Service Large Fi

r
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Forest Servicdarge fire suppression costs are directly linked to protecting property in the WUI.
Thesereviewsillustrate the challenge of addressing wildland fire in land areas such as locations
in the WUI where fire suppression is inherently more expensive

Another challenge is addressing the accumulation of flammable bi@mass public lands a

major cause of fire riskThe Departments have worked aggressively to reduce the amount of
hazardous fuels on Federal lands and restore the health of our pudis famd rangelands,
utilizing the authorities provided under the
Forests Restoration Act to expedite actitm2006, more than half of the total acres treated
wereinside the WUI.We will maintainthis emphasis with a goal to treat approximately 2

million acres inhigh-risk wildland urban interface areigough the hazardous fuels reduction

program in 2007.

2006 FIRE SEASON

Fire activity in 2006 was above normal by nearly every standardirdmstion from the end of

the 2005 fire seasdo the beginning of the 2006 fire season was uncharacteristic in that it lacked
the typical slowdown during the winter months. Extremely low humidity, persistent drought
conditions and winds contributed ticefignitions and rapid spreads from November 2005

through April 2006 in Texas ar@klahoma as well as Colorado, Missouri and New Mexico

2006includedthe second warmest summer on record nationally and the hottest on record from
January through AugusiThe summesawan unprecedented quantity of acreage burned, with 14
fires topping 100,000 acres in sir@ Washington, Nevada, California, Montana, Oregon, Texas,
Idaho and Alaska witfive located on National Forests, seven in Bureau of Land Management
Districts, and two in State jurisdiction&cross all jurisdictions, wildland fires totaled more than
96,000 incidents burning nearly 10 million acres.

Last year, the U.S. Forest Service spent over $1.5 billion on all fire suppressiovea$id00

million on 20 of the largest fires while DOI spent approximately $424 million on all fire
suppressionWe are pleased, that even in the faceuwh a long and severe fiyear, we

achieved nearly®Bpercentnitial attack successn all fires a rate comparddto less severe

years. We will strive to maintain that level. Although the 2006 fire season had an
unprecedented number of fire starts in a single day (548), an extraordinary number of lightning
caused fires (over 14,000), and the most number of faiegeat one time (59 fires over 500

acres being managed in 9 geographic areas), it also resulted in significantly fewer dwellings and
other structures destroyed50 homes lost in 2006 (240 homes during the March fires in Texas
and Oklahoma) comparadth 835 homslost in 2002 and over 4500 homes lost in 2003.

2007 WILDLAND FIRE SEASON OUTLOOK
Most of the eastern, central and northwestern U.S. has a normal outlook for significant wildland

fire in potential2007. A portion of the Southwest is predict to have a belowormal wildland
fire season. This area includes northeastern New Mexico, and small parts of southeastern



Colorado, western Oklahoma, and northern Texas, where it borders New M&idiand fire
potential is expected to be higher thmormal across much of the Southwé&lifornia, portions
of the GreaBasin, theNorthern Rockiesa small portion of the Northwesklaska and the
Southeast. The amount of precipitatnanyareas receive in the early summer perisdm
important fator in the severity othefire season.

The criticalconditionsinfluencing the 2007 wildland fire outlook are:

¢ Drought conditions are expanding and intensifying across large portions of the West and
Southeastand dought relief is not expected in tleeareashrough the season

e Low snowpack, warmethannormal forecast temperaturesd early snow melt over
most of the West will likely dry out timber fuels and could cause an early onset of fire
season in some areas.

e Abundant new and carry over fifigels are expected fgreenup and cue early, leading
to an active angrolonged grassland fire season.

¢ Another hotter than normal summer is projected foMttest. Depending on heat levels
and timing of higher temperatures, higher elevati@sfaoulddry quickly and be
susceptible to ignitions.

The fire season is already producing incidents that are evidence of our concern about the 2007
fire season.Drought and high temperaturleave resulted in the burning of over 1.1 million acres
in the Souther\rea, includingheBig Turnaround, Sweat Farm Road, Bugaboo Scrub and
Florida Bugabodire complexin Northern Florida and Southeastern Geargdwore than

161,000 acres have burned in the Eastern Area, incltitkngam Lake fire in Northern
Minnesotaand in Canadavhich burned foover eighteen days, due to drought conditions and
highwinds.

WILDLAND FIRE PREPAREDNESS

To prepare for these natural conditions anticipatatle2007 Fire Season, USDA and DOI are
working to improve the efficiency andifectiveness of our firefighting resources. New
management efforts are allowing for increased mobility of firefighting forces and aviation assets.

Firefighting Forces

For the 2007 fire season, we have secured firefighting fortiesfighters, equiprant, and

aircrafti comparable to those available in 2006 has already been demonstrated during the
fires in the Southeast, we leverage our firefighting ability by shifting our firefighters and
equipment as the fire season progress@® managers agn local regional,and national

firefighting personnel and equipment based on anticipated fire starts, actual fire occurrence, fire
spread, and severityith the help of information from Predictive Services

More than18,000 firefightersvill be avalable, including permanent and seasonal Federal and
State employees, crews from Tribal and local governments, contract crews, and
emergency/temporary hires. This figure includes 92 highliyed Hotshot firefighting crews
and about 400 smokejumpers natiade. There arel7 Type 1 national interagency incident



management teams (the most experienced and skilled teams) available for complex fires or
incidents. Thirty-eight Type 2 incident management teams are available for geographical or
national incidert.

Initial attack of a fire is handled by the closest available local resource regardless of agency
jurisdiction. Generally this means that the agency with management jurisdiction and protection
responsibility for the location of the fire, such as aaomatl forest,Tribal lands Bureau of Land
Management unit, wildlife refuge, or national park, will handle initial att@dten, our partners

at the local community or county level are the first to respond.

Two interagency National Incident Managemeng&®nzation(NIMO) teams were staffed in
2006, and are operational with two sewyeamber fulitime Type | Incident Management Teams
that are ready to respond to wildland fire incidents. The teams are headquartdlaatan
Georgiaand Boise]dahoand wil help wildland fire agencies improve future firlanagement
programs. Currently, th&tlanta NIMO team is assisting the Florida State incident management
team on the Florida Bugaboo firdheBoise NIMO teanrecentlyconcluded nearly 40 days of
assising FEMA in its tornado disaster response operatid@reensburg, Kansas. Both teams
will be called to assist in wildland fire incidents this season, and when they are not on
assignments, they will implement the NIMO Implementation Plan, which calisifoovements
in wildland fire program management in the areas of training, fuels management, cost
containment, and leadership development, among others

The National Interagency Coordination Center, located at the National Interagency Fire Center in
Boise coordinates critical firefighting needs throughout the natlarthe event of multiple,
simultaneous firedirefighting resources are prioritized and allocated by the National Multi
Agency Coordinating group, composed of national fire directors headgged at NIFC.

Prioritization ensures firefighting forces are positioned where they are neededrmest.

managers dispatch and track personnel, equipment, aircraft, vehicles, and supplies through an
integrated national systentit conditions become éeme,assistance frorthe Department of

Defensds availableunder our standing agreemerds well adirefighting forces from Canada,
Mexico, Australia, and New Zealand using established agreements and protocols.

Aviation

The wildland firefightingagencies continue to emplaynix of fixed and rotor wing aircraft

Key components of our 2007 aviation assets include 16 civilian large air tankers on federal
contracts, along witd1 Type 1 and Type 2, dreavyand medium, helicopters orational use
exclusiveuse contracts; andd8 ype 2 and3 helicopters on local or regional contracts.
Additionally, there are nearly 300 ca¥henneeded Type 1, 2 and 3 helicopters available for fire
management support as conditions and activity dictate

Although boththe large and singlengine air tanker programs have evolved in recent years, we
are confident that we have appropriate and-etisttive assets in place or available to respond
to the air support needs in the fieldwentythreeSingle Engine Air Tanker(SEATS) will be on
exclusiveuse contracts for the 2007 fire season and about 80 available ociwhealieeded

basis. Some states and local areas also contracotreBEATSs



In addition there will be two watescooper airtankers on exclusiuee ontracts and an

additional one available on a cathenneeded basis for ¢2007fire season. Additional water
scooper aircraft will be available through agreements with state and county firefighting agencies.
As in the past, military €30 aircraft equiped withModular Airborne Fire Fighting Systems
(MAFFES) will be available to supplement our large air tanker fleet as ne&edIAFFS are
available this year.

WILDLAND FIRE SAFETY

The complexity of the wildland fire management environment placey sxectations upon

our wildland firefighters. Above all else, human safety is our first priofitye Forest Service
has adopted a foundational doctripginciples guiding operations of fire suppression activities
and actions. Currently, the Forestrdceand the @I arereviewing guidance for dealing with
the parts of fire suppression that rely on interpretation, judgment, and agility.

DOl agencies and the Forest Service continue to require annuaildisafety refresher courses

forall firefight i ng personnel . Addi t 00 laanl liyn,t etrhaeg efnéc yMi
initiative, is issued daily during fire season and alerts firefighters tortgglsituations. Itis

distributed throughout the fire community.

Within the Incident CommahSystem, the agency is reevaluating training and soliciting support
from other wildland fire agencies to streamline training through a competency based system.
This will provide the knowledge and skills necessary to continue to build capacity quickdy whil
upholding a strong standard of accountability. Over the past few years the wildland fire agencies
have redirected the focus of training to provide a series of fire leadership coursebashieen
incorporated in the standard training curriculum, asd aglong range development and

planning for fire personnel within the agency.

MITIGATING WILDLAND FIRE RISK TO COMMUNITIES AND THE IMPACTS OF
FIRE ON THE ENVIRONMENT

We have dangerous fire and fuels conditions in areas in the United States anctios $itu
becoming increasingly complex. However, we now treat more fuels than ever, and we
collaborate with our local, state and tribal partners more than ever before. Our focused effort to
remove accumulation of hazardous fuels in our forests andamedssk having a positive effect

on the land and iselping to reduce wildland fire risk to communities

Some of our specific accomplishments in reducing hazardous fuels include:
o Despite an unprecedented wildfire suppression worklibe@d-orest Servecand ODI
improved fuel conditions and ecosystem heaftimore than 4 million acresf land in
20086 of which 26 million acresweretreated through hazardous fuels reduction
programs and 1.4 million acres of land restoration accomplished through otther la
management activities.



e The Federal land management agenpregect that they wilhave treatedearly25
million acresfrom FY 2000 through2007, includingapproximately 20nillion acres
treated through the hazardous fuels reduction programabantd5million acres of
landscape restoration accomplished through other land management activities

¢ In 2006, the Administration treated many overstodkederal forestsHazardous fuels
treatments resulted in qualitative improvements of at Ba6000acres in fire regimes
classes 1, 2, or 3 that moved to a better condition class. In addition, the Administration
has begun measuring the percentage of total National Forest System land for which fire
risk is reduced through movement to a better conditidre Administration is continuing
to work on metrics for forest health changes that will help demonstrate the outcomes of
projects that remove fuels.

e USDA and DOJ in collaboration with our nefederal partners, continue to increase the
community proteton emphasis of the hazardous fuels progr&ammunity Wildfire
Protection Plans are essential for localities to reduce risk and set priddities1100
CWPRs covering3,000 communities have been completed nationally and an additional
450plans are grgressing toward completion.

e The LANDFIRE project has now been completed for the western third of the mainland
United States. The data are being used in setting hazardous fuel treatment priorities by
local field units and regionally, and are used in atamg large, long duration wildfires
burning across landscapeddSDA and DOlare also testing methods of modeling fire
risk with LANDFIRE data to help better inform hazardous fuel treatment prioritization.

« USDA and DOlaredevelopng methods for effectiely allocating fuels reduction funds
and measuring the effectiveness of those treatments in terms of community risk
reduction. The agenciedll identify national priorities within the fuels program and
focus funding on those prioritiedevelop more efigive measures of risk reduction
through the introduction of systematic risk analysis tools for fire hazard analysis and
fuels treatment implementation, asitlengthen the project criteria for WUI fuels
treatments.

e Thefl mpl ement ati on Pl @ompoéheéehei fipdate@atle at egy o
released in December of 2006. The goals and guiding principles from the 2001 document
are constant, but performance measures and implementation tasks have been updated to
reflect the progress made toward Nationat IPlan goals in the past five years and build
upon our success.

Coll aboration among communities and | ocal For
resulted in highly effective and successful hazardous fuels reduction projects. One example is

the Nev Harmony (Utah) Community Fire Plan that called for coordinated treatments on

forested lands managed by the State of Utah, the Bureau of Land Management, Dixie National
Forest and individual property owners. Between 2002 and 2004 the agencies anddamdown
completed fuel treatments that reduced fire intensity in the treated areas helping fire fighters to

more safely protect the community during the 2005 Blue Spring Fire. In another example, the



use of Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA) authoritretbked federal agencies and local
communities to quickly begin clearp and fuels reduction in the wake of hurricanes that
devastated Gulf Coast communities and surrounding forests in Zb@5Forest Service and

DOI worked closely, using HFRA authoritigs facilitate the National Forests of Mississippi to
successfully remove over 1.3 million tons of hazardous fuel from over 100,000 acres, salvaging
over 240 million board feet of timber. Neafl00 miles of fuel breaks were constructed and
another 500niles will be completed this year to protect homes inthd.

In this challenging fire season, citizens who live or vacation irpfiome areamust take

personal responsibility to protect their individual homeslugble information about how to
increase their safety and protect their homes and projzeatyailablethrough the FIREWISE
program. Homeowners can learn how to protect their homes with a survivable, cleared space
and how to build their houses and landscape their yard with fire resistmiatsalnformation
about the FIREWISE program can be foundratw.firewise.org sponsored by a consortium of
wildland fire agencies that includes the Forest Service, the Department of the Interior, the
National Fre Protection Association, and the National Association of State Foresters.

The agencies are working to improve procedures for allocating hazardous fuels reduction funds
by assessing the risks from wildland fires and determining the benefits of asgtae¢nt and
restoration projects by prioritfdy using tools such as the Landfire Rapid Assessntieat-orest
Service willaddressecommendations contained in relevant Government Accountability Office
and Office of Inspector General to ensure that thetimmeportant and highest priority projects

are funded first. The Forest Service will also undertake other such actions as necessary to
implement the desired outcomes of this plan.

MANAGING THE COST OF FIGHTING WILDLAND FIRE

Suppression costs have estadan recent years, as wildfire seasons have generally lasted longer
and the acreage figures have growine external factors noted earlier in this testimony
influencethe number and severity of incident&/hile safety is our primary concernjro
Departnentsdo share concerrsbout the cost dires and are committetb doing all we can to
containthese costs

Over the last several years, various studies and assessments dedicated to fire suppression costs
have been conducted by the National Acaden®uiflic Administration, the Wildland Fire

Leadership Councithe Brookingdnstitution andthe Government Accountability Office

(GAO), including thereport they are releasing todays a result of the reviews, more than 300
recommendations have been doented tsuggest approachesttom the costs of wildland fire
suppression The agencies have taken these reviews seriouslyharalerall awareness and

personal responsibility for cesbntainment among the federal fire agencies has never been more
acute.

In 2006, TriData, a Division of System Planning Corporatiorer contract with the Forest

Service completed a review and analysis of 22 past cost containment reports and made
recommendations regarding those which would yield the greatest savimgd.ridata report
determined there were 203 unique recommendations directed at improving wildfire suppression


http://www.firewise.org/

cost containment. Of those, theportidentified 71 recommendations that represented potentially
high to extremely high cost savings if implemed. As of August 2006, we have taken or are in
the process of taking action on 57 of these recommendativiefiave noimplemented

corrective actions on the remaining recommendations for various reasadnding thathe
recommendation involves actie beyondigencyauthority, the action must be deferred due to
pending court decisions, tratrecommendations were directed at isolated evedsgh the

Forest Service and®@ are working on a comprehensive report on recommendations for large
fire costreviews. We expect that report to be available laterytas

Management Efficiencies

On January 30, 2007 we testified before this Committee onaBetndd n age ment.o ef f i ci
These cost control measufesus on leadership, operations, avia@mu general management
practices.Both agencies amaoving forward to implement management efficiencies. As we

stated then,@ne of these measures will be implemented in 2007, while others will be

implemented over the loAgrm. An update on the keyains reported in January includes

1. Policy Transition to Risk-Informed Management

Appropriate Management Response (AM&3n important approach for agencies to use to
managewildland fire. This approach providesisk informed performancéasedsystem ér

fire protection by managing wildland fire in relationship to the risk that the incident poses. If a
wildland fire has potential benefits to natural resources and poses a relatively low risk to impact
other valued assets, the fire would receive a lomtensity suppression effort. Conversely, if a
fire incident is determined to pose high risk to property or communigi suppression efforts
would be applied.The use of this approach hgiownover the last several years amdexpect

to continue expnsion of this approadh the 2007 fire seasor.he Forest Service developed a
draft guidebookhat presents a coherent strategy to implement this approachha®>@viewed

this guidebookand will work withthe Forest Servicéo ensure that the fingroductrecognizes
there are multiple strategies for wildland fire fighting, ranging from monitoring to full
suppression, that can be used on a single fire dependfiagtors such aire management and
land-use plans in place, values at risk, eositanment effortsandresources available.

2.  Forest Service Chief oGPRPrincipal Represent at
TheChi ef 6 s Pr i nc iwpl provideRiskshaeng &nd deaision sugport for Regional
Foresters on large fires expected to exdgdmillion in cost The Chiefds Princi
Representative will bring a national perspective when conferring with regional line officers.

Regional Foresters will notify the chair afiinter-deputy groupa decisiormaking group that

includes the Deputy Chief for State &vwate Forestry (chair), Deputy Chief for National Forest

System, the Chief Financial Officer, the Director of Budget, and the Director of Fire and

Aviation Managementwhen the cost for an individual large fire is expected to ex$ted

million. The inte-deputy fire group will coordinate the appointment and preparation of the
Chiefbés Principal Representative and support
report to the chair of the inteleputy group.




3. Line Officer Certification

All line officers will meet enhanced qualifications prior to being designated as the responsible
official for an incident. The certification process has been developed and is designed to improve
decisionmaking and risk management on large fires. Certioawill be at three levels

Working; Journeyman; and Expert. In addition, a mentoring network has been estadflished
experienced line office® provide training andhareexperienceo enhanceerformance and

skills.

4. National Shared Resources

National resources such as smoke jumpers, hot shot dnelicoptersand heavy airtankeese
now all beingreated as nationalgencyassetsare managed in a centralized fasraodare
moved to areas and incidents based on Predictive Services and @lagwvets. The goals are to
enhanceesponsivenessf theassignment of resources aoackliminate concentration of
resources in a geographic area.

5. Aviation Resource Cost Management

A full-time National helicopter coordinat@in place b provide in an interagency capacity

during fire seasomationaloversight for the assignment and positioning of helicopters.

Helicopter managemerg nowcentralized as a national resource. The Forest Sdragshifted
tomorefexcl usi ve usemeededoascdroiaat hcwhemor helico
preparedness costs initially, but is expected to greatly reduce large fire suppressiaititost

potential savingof tens of millions of dollars per yealhe agencies aggursung longer term

aviaton contracts for all aviation resources with increased perforriaa®ed contracting. DOI

also is pursuing strategies to reduceait&@tioncosts.

6. Severity Authorization Lim itations

Efforts will be made to maintain our initial attack success wiitkicing the dependence on
severity funding. The Forest Servitas placed a cap ($35 million) and an individual limit on
each Region for severitand Interior has capped severity funding at $32 millidowever,
funding fire fighters is the first pridy. The Forest Service and DOI agencies will continue to
submit a coordinated severity request so as to not duplicate effort or expense.

7. FEire Suppression Decision Support

We are committed to continue the investment and expansion of system technaidgias s
Wildland Fire Decision Support System (WFDSS) and use of the Stratified Cost Index (SCI) to
improve strategy selection in wildfire suppressidine SCI determines average suppression

costs based on fire characteristics, such as fuel types, @resityt, topography, region, and

values at risk. In a given year, actual expenditures on each large fire (more than 300 acres) are
compared to themnticipatedcosts as calculated by the Salsed on factors such as size, fuel

type, or proximity to towng~ires with high or low expenditures compared to the average
suppression cost for fires with similar characteristics are then identified for review. Historical
data were analyzed to determine the average cost/acre and cost/fire for categories of esnilar fir
and an acceptable range of costs around the avdiag@ctual expenditures are compared to
their Aexpectedd costs as calculated by the S
be used in fire reviews, evaluations, planning and reporting




The Departmentare takinghe issue of large fire cost containment very seriously and are
actively moving forward to implement these important changé&comprehensive list of
managemergfficiencies has been developed to guide action over thg sitermediate and
long-term and to produce results. The Forest Service and DOI are working together in
collaboration and our staff is committed to action.

Collaborative Efforts to Meet Community Expectations

Both the Forest Service and the Departnadithe Interior realize the importance of
collaboration with State and local fire managers. One recent example of such a successful
collaboration is the approach used atwhidfire on the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refyge
which has burned over muchi this 400,00@acre swamp. These fires are being driven by an
unprecedented regional drought.

Fireis anatural component of the Okefenokee ecosystich for thousands of years has
shaped the vegetation communities he@eer 300 fireshave beememrded since 1937, burning
thousands of acres.

The Refuge and the Greater Okefenokee Landowners Association (GOAL) have worked closely
in recent years to improve coordination of wildfire respordeese ongoing efforts include
sharing of firefighting resurces and prescribed burning to reduce hazardous fuels.

Fire managers are coordinating suppression efforts with the Georgia Forestry Commission,
Florida Division of Forestry, U.S. Forest Service and Greater Okefenokee Association of
Landowners (GOAL) neresenting industry and private landowneftiese partners support the
chosen containment strategy of confining the fire to the swamp as the appropriate management
response.

RECENT STUDIES

Government Accountability Office DrafReport Wildland Fire Management: Lack of Clear
Goals and Strategy Hinders Federal Agencies?o

In May 20(¥, the Government Accountability Offig&AQ) issued alraft report entitled,

Awildland Fire Management: Lack of Clear GoalsanSt r at egy Hi nder s Feder
Efforts to Contain the Costs of Fighting Fireé  fin@litge indicatedhe agencies haubt

cleaty definedobjectives angbolicies as a means for reducing the costs of fighting wildland

fires. In general, the ageres disagree with the characterization of many of the findmtie

report and believe that GAO has not accurately portrayed some of the significant actions the
agencies have taken to address large fire suppression costs and management efficiencies.

In that response, we articulate our viegwshe opinions expressed by GAO gmavide facts to
clarify someareas where the report could be improved (our response is attashed.
continue to strive aggressively to contain the costs of wildland firaesgpn, our primary goal
will continue to be the protection of life, property and resources.
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We sharaheGAOG6s i nterest in increasing accountabil
many stepgorward We are hopeful that GAO and this Committee ate o ascertain from the

actions that have been taken and planned, that the agencies indeestalbhsed strategies,

goals and objective®r reducing costs of large wildfire suppressamd improving hazardous

fuels reduction. Weéelievethat the 10Y ear Strategy Implementation Plan, Office of

Management and Budget PART Improvement Plan, Forest Service Strategic Plan, and new DOI
Strategic Plan, along with the Management Efficiencies initiatives undedemponstrate a

commitment to constantly impreyperformance, efficiency and accountability.

Secretary of Agriculturé Bidependent Panel Brookings Institution

On May 22, 200The Brookings Institutiomeleased arepoit Towar ds a Col |l abor at
Management Stratedy2006 U.S. Forest Service ige Wildfire Cost Review
Recommendati ons. O Thi s r e pseesstagengpetfoymareceroni nd e p

20 large firesthat burned 1.1 million acrexross 17 national forests, five regions and six states
that exceeded $10 millian cost. The Brookings Institutiod s Pr oj eacteda®i r ect or
facilitator of the procesand author of the reporiThe purpose was to determine if the agency
exercised fiscal due diligence in managing specific incident suppression activitiespanel

found that the Forest Service exercisgapropriate and adequate fiscal diligence in suppressing
wildfires in the record breaking 2006 season. The panel rajsmnakes aseriesof
recommendationor improvementhat the agency will begin to act on immediatefhereport

is available at the USDA websitétp://www.usda.gov/wps/portal

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman and members of @menmittee, we are prepared for the 20i0e
season. Where local eeas experience severe fire risk, firefighters, equipment and teams will be
assigned.We have a longerm and complex fuels and fire situation that will continue to need to
be addressed by communitiéshes,states, and federal agenciéd/e appreciatgour continued
support and work as we move forward on these challenyyesare happy to answer any

guestions you might have.
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