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Mission Statement

The Bureau of Land
Management is
responsible for

stewardship of our
public lands.

The BLM is
committed to manage,
protect and improve
these lands in a
manner to serve the
needs of the
American people.

As we enter a new year and an aggressive |Treatment WuUI*  Non-
schedule of fuels management in northern acres  WUI*
Utah, the Salt Lake BLM Fuels program acres
wanted to share the successes of 2008 and | prescribed 602 1134
our plans for 2009. Fire

Looking back on the sheer volume of hazard Mechanical 5698 626
ous fuels redu_ction projects needed can be d stewardship & 130 0
bit overwhelming: encroachment of juniper |Biomass

and cheatgrass on historical healthy range- | Utilization

lands, the wildlandirban interface fire prob- | tqta15 6430 1760

lem, and the complex economic, environ-
mental and societal challenges.

Together with our
were able to achieve many important goals
established through the 4@ar Collaborative
Strategy and Implementation Plan. The pri-
mary goal of this plan seeks to actively re-
spond to severe wildfires and their impacts on
communities while ensuring sufficient fire-
fighting capacity for the future.
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Prescribed fire is used to mimic periodic fire oc-

guirerceswhigh r@a]ntTJns heafjhy eQogytegs.
Mechanical treatments are utilized in reducing
the hazards posed by wildfire by reducing fuel
density and structures.

Stewardship contracts stimulate local economic
growth and encourage biomass utilization.
Contracting opportunities abowuwyer 80% of
project work is ousourced.
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Picture the Problem
Then

Historical Sagebrush steppe ecosystems, like this one in northern Utah, were high in biodiversity
and extremely productive. These vegetation communities supported a number of key wildlife
species including saggrouse, mule deer, pygmy rabbits, pronghorn and burrowing owls. They
are also an important component of Native American and Western culture.

Working on Solutions

Now

Today, the Western juniper is a species recent
sagebrush steppe. It has been estimated to increased by a factor of ten in the last 130 years.
Management practices such as fire suppression and grazing have been implicated as the pri-

mary factors responsible for this expansion.

The expansion of junipers has increased the risk of a catastrophic crown fire while decreasing

the water supply of ground water supply to springs and streams.
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