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As we enter a new year and an aggressive schedule of fuels management in Box Elder County the Salt 
Lake BLM Fuels program wanted to share the successes of 2008. Looking back on the sheer volume of 
hazardous fuels reduction projects needed can be a bit overwhelming:  encroachment of juniper and 
cheatgrass on historical healthy rangelands, the wildland-urban interface fire problem, and the complex 
economic, environmental and societal challenges. 
 

 
Pre-Treatment at Kimbell Creek Project    Post-treatment at Kimbell Creek Project 
Thick, decadent Juniper increases fire danger     Reduced threat of wildfire carried through juniper canopy  
Understory vegetation choked out by Junipers     Understory vegetation now has a chance for water and sun 
                     
With your help in 2008, we were able to achieve many important goals established through the National 
Fire Plan.  The primary goal of this plan seeks to actively respond to severe wildfires and their impacts 
on communities while ensuring sufficient firefighting capacity for the future.   
 

 Prescribed Fire is used to 
mimic periodic fire occurrence.  
Generally, low intensity prescribed fire 
is vital to the life cycles of fire-
dependent rangelands. 

 Mechanical Treatments are 
utilized in reducing the hazards posed 
by wildfire by reducing fuel density. 

 Stewardship Contracts 
stimulate local economic growth and 
encourage biomass utilization. 

 Contracting opportunities 

abound-over 80% work is outsourced. 

*on October 2, 2008, the Lynn Seeding Project was converted to a wildfire after an unpredicted 180° windshift 

quickly changed fire behavior.  Local ranchers and residents partnered with the BLM for the Lynn Seeding project 
through a Memorandum of Understanding thereby allowing prescribed fire ignition on private lands within the 
project area.   

2008 
Projects 

Where Treatment Acres 

Pole Creek  North of Grouse 
Creek 

Bullhog 804 

Chokecherry  Chokecherry Springs Bullhog  460 

Lynn Seeding 
Prescribed 

Fire*  

Lynn Prescribed Fire 900 

North Grouse 
Creek 

Grouse Creek Bullhog 1221 
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Over the last five years, lands managed by the BLM in northern Utah have experienced 13 fires that have 
tested strategically placed fuels projects.  On August 10, 2008, in Box Elder County, the Devil Fire 
exemplified how fire behavior can be modified with effective fuels management (Chokecherry project) 
to lessen the devastating effects of catastrophic wildfire.   

 

         
Wildfires that hit the projects were smaller in size, less intense, less expensive to suppress and improved 
public and firefighter safety.  Fuels management efforts have resulted in taxpayer savings.   
 

²ŜΩǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ of the private and public partnerships in 
community education and involvement.  Dove Creek is just 
one example of a proactive community developing and 
maintaining a wildfire plan with the State of Utah and BLM.   
Residents have been active participants to do the work 
needed on private ground.  Federal funds administered by 
the State of Utah have assisted fuels reduction on private 
ground and the purchase of reflective, non-combustible 
street signs to help responders locate and access homes.   
 
 

Thank you for being an integral part of the ²Ŝǎǘ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ foundation of support.  From all of us 
here at the fire program, please accept our deep appreciation for your assistance in the shared success.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact us here at the West Desert District Office at 
801.977.4328 or http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/salt_lake/fire/fire_and_fuels_management.html. 
 
 

Muskrat Fire 
Challenges from dense juniper: 
Access ςroads overgrown 
Increased firefighter risk 
Hotter, more intense fire 

3:43p.m. The Devil Fire ignites 
from a lightning holdover. 

4:16 p.m.  Wildfire takes off 
in untreated fuels. 

4:30 p.m. Wildfire continues to rage 
unchecked in the thick juniper. 

Meanwhile . . . 

Embers from the wildfire 
struggle to stay lit in the 
fuels project area. 

Dove Creek Community Wildfire Council 

http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/salt_lake/fire/fire_and_fuels_management.html.


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


