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 GEOTHERMAL NOTICES 

GEO-LN-01 

CRUCIAL WINTER MULE DEER AND ELK HABITAT 

The lessee/operator is given notice that lands in this lease have been identified as containing 
crucial mule deer and/or elk winter habitat.  Exploration, drilling and other development activities 
would be restricted from December 1 through April 30 to protect crucial winter range. This notice 
may be waived, accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values 
change or the lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-03 

PRONGHORN FAWNING HABITAT 

The lessee/operator is given notice that lands in this lease have been identified as containing 
antelope fawning habitat.  Exploration, drilling and other development activities would be restricted 
from May 1 through June 29 to protect antelope fawning. This notice may be waived, accepted, or 
modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator 
demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-04 

PRONGHORN WINTER HABITAT 

The lessee/operator is given notice that lands in this lease have been identified as containing 
crucial pronghorn winter habitat.  Exploration, drilling and other development activities would be 
restricted from December 1 through April 30 to protect crucial winter range. This notice may be 
waived, accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values change or the 
lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-09 

WATERFOWL NESTING AREAS 

The lessee/operator is given notice that this lease has been identified as containing surface waters 
with nesting water fowl habitat. Exploration, drilling and other development activities would be 
restricted from March 15 through July 15 within 0.25 mile of identified surface waters with nesting 
waterfowl habitat. This notice may be waived, accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if 
either the resource values change or the lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can 
be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-10 

WATERFOWL WINTER CONCENTRATION AREAS 

The lessee/operator is given notice that this lease has been identified as containing surface waters 
with concentrations of wintering waterfowl habitat. Exploration, drilling and other development 
activities would be restricted from November 1 through March 15 within 0.25 mile identified surface 
waters with concentrations of wintering waterfowl habitat. This notice may be waived, accepted, or 
modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator 
demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-11 

UTAH SENSITIVE SPECIES - YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO 

The lessee/operator is given notice that lands in this parcel have been identified as containing 
important habitat for named species on the Utah Sensitive Species List.  Modifications to the 
Surface Use Plan of Operations may be required in order to protect these resources from surface 
disturbing activities in accordance with Section 6 of the lease terms, Endangered Species Act, and 
43 CFR 3262.11.  This notice may be waived, accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if 
either the resource values change or the lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can 
be mitigated. This notice may be waived, accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if either 
the resource values change or the lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can be 
mitigated. 

GEO-LN-19 

BALD EAGLE HABITAT 

The Lessee/Operator is given notice that the lands in this parcel contains nesting/winter roost 
habitat for the bald eagle.  Avoidance or use restrictions may be placed on all or portions of the 
lease.  Application of appropriate measures will depend on whether the action is temporary or 
permanent, and whether it occurs within or outside the bald eagle breeding or roosting season.  A 
temporary action is completed prior to the following breeding or roosting season leaving no 
permanent structures and resulting in no permanent habitat loss.  A permanent action continues 
for more than one breeding or roosting season and/or causes a loss of eagle habitat or displaces 
eagles through disturbances, i.e. creation of a permanent structure. This notice may be waived, 
accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values change or the 
lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 
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 GEOTHERMAL NOTICES 

GEO-LN-26 

RAPTORS 

Surveys will be required whenever surface disturbances and/or occupancy is proposed in 
association with fluid mineral exploration and development within potential raptor nesting areas.  
Field surveys will be conducted as determined by the authorized officer of the Bureau of Land 
Management.  Based on the result of the field survey, the authorized officer will determine 
appropriate buffers and timing limitations. This notice may be waived, accepted, or modified by the 
authorized officer if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator demonstrates that 
adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-27 

PYGMY RABBIT 

The lessee/operator is given notice that surface use or otherwise disruptive activity would not be 
allowed which would result in an aboveground facility or semi-permanent (e.g., roads, pipelines, 
reservoirs, etc.) within 300 feet of pygmy rabbit habitat. This notice may be waived, accepted, or 
modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator 
demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-29 

UTAH SENSITIVE SPECIES 

The lessee/operator is given notice that no surface use or otherwise disruptive activity would be 
allowed that would result in direct disturbance to populations or individual special status plant and 
animal species, including those listed on the BLM sensitive species list and the Utah sensitive 
species list.  The lessee/operator is also given notice that lands in this parcel have been identified 
as containing potential habitat for species on the Utah Sensitive Species List.  Modifications to the 
Surface Use Plan of Operations may be required in order to protect these resources from surface 
disturbing activities in accordance with Section 6 of the lease terms, Endangered Species Act, 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and 43 CFR 3262.11. This notice may be waived, accepted, or modified 
by the authorized officer if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator demonstrates 
that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 
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 GEOTHERMAL NOTICES 

GEO-LN-30 

UTAH PRAIRIE DOG 
 
The lessee/operator is given notice that lands in this lease may contain historic and/or occupied 
Utah prairie dog habitat, a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act.  Avoidance or 
use restrictions may be placed on portions of the lease.  Application of appropriate measures will 
depend whether the action is temporary or permanent, and whether it occurs when prairie dogs 
are active or hibernating.  A temporary action is completed prior to the following active season 
leaving no permanent structures and resulting in no permanent habitat loss.  A permanent action 
continues for more than one activity/hibernation season and/or causes a loss of Utah prairie dog 
habitat or displaces prairie dogs through disturbances, i.e. creation of a permanent structure.  The 
following avoidance and minimization measures have been designed to ensure activities carried 
out on the lease are in compliance with the Endangered Species Act.  Integration of, and 
adherence to these measures will facilitate review and analysis of any submitted permits under the 
authority of this lease.  Following these measures could reduce the scope of Endangered Species 
Act, Section 7 consultation at the permit stage. 
 
Current avoidance and minimization measures include the following: 
 

1. Surveys will be required prior to operations unless species occupancy and distribution 
information is complete and available.  All Surveys must be conducted by qualified 
individual(s).   

2. Lease activities will require monitoring throughout the duration of the project.  To ensure 
desired results are being achieved, minimization measures will be evaluated and, if 
necessary, Section 7 consultation reinitiated. 

3. Where technically and economically feasible, use directional drilling or multiple wells from 
the same pad to reduce surface disturbance and eliminate drilling in prairie dog habitat. 

4. Surface occupancy or other surface disturbing activity will be avoided within 0.5 mile of 
active prairie dog colonies. 

5. Permanent surface disturbance or facilities will be avoided within 0.5 mile of potentially 
suitable, unoccupied prairie dog habitat, identified and mapped by Utah Division of 
Wildlife Resources since 1976. 

6. The lessee/operator should consider if fencing infrastructure on well pad, e.g., drill pads, 
tank batteries, and compressors, would be needed to protect equipment from burrowing 
activities.  In addition, the operator should consider if future surface disturbing activities 
would be required at the site. 

7. Within occupied habitat, set a 25 mph speed limit on operator-created and maintained 
roads. 

8. Limit disturbances to and within suitable habitat by staying on designated routes. 
9. Limit new access routes created by the project. 

 
Additional measures to avoid or minimize effects to the species may be developed and 
implemented in consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service between the lease sale stage 
and lease development stage to ensure continued compliance with the ESA. 

GEO-LN-32 

SPECIAL STATUS PLANTS: NOT FEDERALLY LISTED 

The lessee/operator is given notice that lands in this lease have been identified as containing 
special status plants, not federally listed, and their habitats.   Modifications to the Surface Use Plan 
of Operations may be required in order to protect the special status plants and/or habitat from 
surface disturbing activities in accordance with Section 6 of the lease terms, Endangered Species 
Act, and 43 CFR 3262.11. This notice may be waived, accepted, or modified by the authorized 
officer if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse 
impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-33 

RIPARIAN AREA PROTECTION 

The lessee/operator is given notice that in order to protect watersheds, occupancy or other surface 
disturbing activities will not be allowed within 500 feet of riparian areas and wetlands. This notice 
may be waived, accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values 
change or the lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 
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 GEOTHERMAL NOTICES 

GEO-LN-34 

ERODIBLE SOILS AND STEEP SLOPES 

The area is a municipal or non-municipal watershed and has steep slopes and erosive soils.  New 
roads will be constructed to avoid soils that are highly erosive and / or in critical or severe erosion 
conditions.  New roads will be constructed with water bars.  Riprap may be required.  Road grades 
in excess of 8 percent will normally not be allowed.  In special circumstances, where a road grade 
of more than 10 percent is allowed, its maximum length will be 1,000 feet.  Access grading along 
with exploration, drilling, construction, or other activities will be prohibited during wet or muddy 
conditions (usually during spring runoff and summer monsoon rains). This notice may be waived, 
accepted, or modified by the authorized officer if either the resource values change or the 
lessee/operator demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

GEO-LN-35 
STEEP SLOPES 

The lessee/operator is given notice that, occupancy would not be allowed on slopes in excess of 
30 percent without written permission from the Authorized Officer.  

 


