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There are several animals designated as BLM sensitive species that could occur within 
the Project area. Those that may occur in the vicinity of the Sevier Lake leasing area are 
American white pelican, long-billed curlew, ferruginous hawk, burrowing owl, short-
eared owl, three bat species, and kit fox. The American white pelican and long-billed 
curlew could occur within the Sevier Dry Lake perimeter, while the other species would 
only occur either flying over the lake, or outside of the Lake perimeter.  

3.2 Field Inventory Plan 

3.2.1 Plants 

A vegetation survey will be conducted at each hydrologic well drilling site. Each site will be 
accessed by locating pre-determined GIS coordinates with a hand-held Geographical 
Positioning System (GPS) unit. The entire area within a 100-foot-radius of the well site will 
be surveyed. All species occurring within the survey area will be recorded, and dominant 
shrubs and grasses will be denoted. Representative photographs of the vegetation will be 
taken at each site. Should the identification of any species encountered be in question, 
voucher specimens will be collected, labeled as to site number, and returned to the 
laboratory for identification. The BLM FFO rare plant specialist will be consulted to assist in 
identification of any unknown plants. 

The Special Status Plant Species field survey will focus on locating potentially suitable 
habitats, as identified by the desktop review described above, for any Special Status Plant 
Species determined to have the potential to occur in the Project area. For the exploration 
drilling program, the Special Status Plant Species field survey effort will be limited to 
identifying potentially suitable habitats that might occur in the vicinity of individual 
hydrologic well drilling sites. No vegetation is present within the Sevier Dry Lake bed, so no 
vegetation survey will be conducted within the perimeter of the lake. The Special Status 
Plant Species Survey will be accomplished in the course of the vegetation survey described 
above. Locations, habitat descriptions, plant identification and species lists, and 
photographic documentation will all be developed as described for the vegetation survey.  

If special status species are observed during the vegetation survey, the potentially suitable 
habitat will be surveyed for the presence of the species of interest. If potentially suitable 
habitat is discovered during a period not judged to be appropriate for positively identifying 
the particular species of interest, surveys would be conducted during the next appropriate 
period. 

3.2.2 Animals 

The field inventory for BLM Sensitive animal species will include two components to 
characterize the use of the Project area and lands surrounding the Sevier Dry Lake where 
Project activities are proposed. An avian point count survey will be conducted twice per 
month at nine locations to inventory for BLM Sensitive bird species, and an incidental 
wildlife survey will be conducted during each avian point count survey event along the 
roadways around Sevier Dry Lake to document additional observations of BLM Sensitive 
animals. The avian point count surveys will be completed for two years and will occur at 
nine 800 meter radius fixed-point stations (Figure 1). Surveys at each point will be 
conducted for 20 minutes each No inventory for the three BLM Sensitive bat species will be 
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conducted, because Project activities are not anticipated to have any effect on bats. If any 
BLM Sensitive animals are observed, the FFO wildlife biologist will be contacted. 

4.0 USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern 

4.1 Background  

Appendix D of the Leasing EA provides a list of USFWS BOCC from Bird Conservation 
Region 9 (Great Basin). Twenty eight BOCC are identified in this region, some of which 
likely migrate through or utilize the Project area during some parts of the year for foraging, 
resting, nesting, brood rearing, or migratory stopover habitat.  

4.2 Field Inventory Plan 

Due to the likelihood of occurrence of some of the BOCC in the Project vicinity, the field 
inventory for BOCC will include the two components described above (Section 3.2.2) to 
characterize the use of the Project area and lands surrounding the Sevier Dry Lake where 
Project activities are proposed. 

The objective of the point count surveys is to provide information that can be used to 
document BOCC species occurrence in and near the Project area, identify migration 
corridors, characterize seasonal use patterns, and indicate the habitat value to the avian 
community in and near the Project based on avian use.  

5.0 Big Game Species 

5.1 Background  

An analysis of habitat value of the Sevier Lake Bottom to large mammals is presented in the 
Sevier Dry Lake Exploratory Testing EA (BLM 2011b). Pronghorn are the primary large 
mammal species known to occur in the Sevier Lake leasing area and on adjacent lands. 
Pronghorn are often found in small groups and are usually most active during the day. 
UDWR designated pronghorn crucial, yearlong habitat on the north, east, and south sides of 
Sevier Lake. Mule deer yearlong habitat is present in areas off-lease, in the Cricket 
Mountains and House Range. 

No habitat value for large mammals exists on the Sevier Lake bottom, although the UDWR 
heritage database identifies substantial to critical habitat value for pronghorn and mule deer 
around portions of the lake and the surrounding area. Because the area that will be 
disturbed is very limited in scope and duration, impacts are expected to be negligible 
(BLM 2011b). 

5.2 Field Inventory Plan 

The incidental and point count surveys described in Section 3.2.2 are designed to allow 
inventory of big game and all other wildlife observed. These species will be documented to 

provide information that can be used to document species occurrence in and near the 
Project, identify any migration corridors or seasonal use patterns if present, and indicate 
the habitat value to the big game community in and near the Project. The UDWR will be 
consulted for additional local big game information in the Sevier Valley. 
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6.0 Invertebrate Community 

6.1 Background 

The value of Sevier Dry Lake to waterbirds and shorebirds is in large part dependent upon 
the food resource available. Past investigations have included observations of brine flies and 
brine shrimp present in the Lake following sustained presence of water (Haden 1987). 
However, during field visits by the BLM in 2010 and 2011, no brine flies or brine shrimp 
were observed; it is likely that these species require many months or more to become 
colonized following inundation of the Lake. Given the episodic wetting and drying of Sevier 
Lake, it is likely that brine flies and shrimp are present following persistent wetting of the 
Lake, but do not survive the drying cycles and are not present during the early period when 
the Lake has water present. 

6.2 Field Inventory 

No field inventory for brine shrimp or brine flies will be conducted. Neither of these species 
is of conservation concern, and their presence is noteworthy insofar as they might indicate 
the level of food resource available for birds. With the avian monitoring, bird presence can 
be directly assessed, so invertebrate monitoring is not necessary. 

7.0 Reporting  

Monitoring reports will be prepared following each year’s survey effort and submitted to 
the BLM within one month of completion of each year’s survey effort. A final monitoring 
report will be prepared after year two, summarizing the data and findings from the year one 
and two surveys within two months of completion of the study. Both the year one and final 
report will include a written description of the methods, data analysis, and a discussion of 
the results for meeting the study objectives and estimating impacts. 

A preliminary summary of results will be provided prior to ground-disturbing activities on 
the BLM leased lands to assist in determination of the potential effects of exploratory testing 
on BLM Sensitive plants and animals, birds, and big game.
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