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Objective	 	 Assess potential commercial services of the wilderness areas for their 
economic importance and prevent negative impacts on wilderness 
characteristics. 

Commercial Services Restrictions and Guides and Outfitters 

Section 4(c) of the Wilderness Act prohibits commercial enterprises within wilderness, 
with the exception of those commercial services listed in Section 4(d) of the Wilderness 
Act (1964). Commercial services, particularly those that are not wilderness-dependent or 
do not contribute to wilderness character or public education thereof, including for-profit 
pine nut harvesting, would be prohibited. Conducting these activities for personal use 
would be allowed. Section 4(d) (6) of the Wilderness Act allows for commercial services 
to the extent necessary for activities that are suitable for recreational or other wilderness 
purposes. Commercial guiding would be permitted for: 

 Hunting. 
 Academically-oriented organizations whose primary purpose is wilderness or 

environmental education. 
 Organizations whose service is primarily for the support of people with 

disabilities. 

Guides would be subject to the same regulations as other visitors to the wilderness areas. 
Regulations for guides and outfitters would be in conformance with the BLM Ely District 
Resource Management Plan (RMP), the Wilderness Act (1964), and LCCRDA (2004). 
Limits on the number of commercial guides may be implemented if monitoring identifies 
excessive impacts to wilderness character or resources. 

Objective	 	 Implement proposed actions as necessary to meet minimum 
requirements for the administration of the areas as wilderness and to 
have the least impact to wilderness characteristics. 

Military Operations 

Military training exercises would not be located within the three wilderness areas. 
Guidelines for handling military operations would distinguish between non-emergency 
and emergency situations. Non-emergency incidents might include such activities as the 
release of flares, the recovery of aircraft parts, or the salvage of non-operational 
ordinance. Emergency situations may include, but are not limited to, the retrieval of 
downed aircraft, the rescue of pilots, or the recovery of live ordinance. 

Non-emergency military actions may be approved on a case-by-case basis following 
MRDG analysis, environmental assessment, and authorization from the Ely BLM District 
Manger. The Ely District Office Noxious Weed Prevention Schedule (i.e., equipment 
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