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The Ely District Office is beginning the planning stages and public scoping period for a habitat 
improvement and fuels reduction project in the Clover Mountains, Lincoln County, Nevada (see 
attached map). An environmental assessment (EA) will be prepared to analyze environmental 
consequences and determine the significance of impacts associated with treatment al ternatives. 
Our records indicate that you are or could be an interested party for projects proposed in Lincoln 
County, Nevada. 

The project is located adjacent to Ash Canyon within black sagebrush (A rtemisia nova) 
ecological sites. Soi l properties indicate black sagebrush is the naturally (historic) dominate 
overstory vegetation component within the project area. Overstory vegetation in the project area 
is now co-dominated by black sagebrush with invading pinon and juniper trees. In this later 
stage of community development, habi tat deteriorates as shrub and herbaceous vegetation 
decreases and the susceptibility to erosion and high severity fire increases. The project location 
serves as yearlong habitat for mule deer. Ash Canyon is a major contributor to the flooding and 
sediment flow into Clover Creek which affects the downstream town of Caliente, Nevada. The 
proposed project area is within the Clover Creek grazing allotment which has had the grazing 
privileges relinquished. There are no Wild Horse Herd Management Areas within the project 
area. 

The goals ofthe project are to: 1) increase water infi ltration and reduce sediment movement in 
the Clover Creek (Ash Canyon) drainage; 2) restore plant vigor to existing natural grasses and 
forbs; 3) improve ecological function, fire regime condition class. and habitat for wildlife by 
increasing diversity and cover of forbs and grasses. 

Treatments would be designed to remove/reduce pinon and juniper trees to improve the vigor of 
existing natural understory species, and to increase the composition and diversity of understory 
speCIes. 

The current proposal is to mechanically reduce pinon and juniper trees within the sagebrush 
ecological site. A seed mixture comprised of forbs and grasses would be aerially applied. 

Please contact Cameron Boyce or Kyle Tee!, by October 16, 2009 if: (1) you would like to 
submit comments on the goals of this project or to suggest alternatives and treatment options; or 
(2) you would like to remain on the mailing list for all planning and EA documents associated 
with this project. Contacts can be made by telephone at (775) 726-8100 or at the address listed 

http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/to/ely_field_otlice.html





