
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Environmental Assessment  

DOI-BLM -NV-L020-2010-0014-EA 

January 19, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

Antelope Range Wildlife Water Development 
 

Location: Antelope Range, Eastern Nevada 

 

T.23N., R.67E., Sec.8, SW 

T.23N., R.67E., Sec 4, NWSW 

T.24N., R.67E., Sec 8, SWSW  

M.D.B.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Ely District Office 

Phone: 775-289-1800 

Fax: 775-289-1910 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 

Introduction  

 

In the past, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), in cooperation with the Nevada Department 

of Wildlife (NDOW), constructed wildlife water developments throughout Nevada to improve 

the distribution and subsequent use of habitat by game and wildlife species. 

 

Wildlife water developments hold many benefits for elk, mule deer, pronghorn antelope, and 

bighorn sheep as well as for many non-game species. Marshal et al. (2006) found that although 

large game usage of habitat near water developments does increase, vegetation in the form of 

forage quality does not significantly decrease. A greater diversity of non-game than game 

animals in fact visit such developments (AFGD 2004, OôBrien et al 2006: see Krausman et al. 

2006). The conservation benefits of wildlife water developments offset or mitigate disturbances 

to the habitat of these species and do not disturb or otherwise negatively affect the project area. 

 

Purpose and Need 
 

The purpose of the proposed action is to improve availability and distribution of dependable 

waters sources in habitat identified as water limiting for big-game animals (i.e. mule deer and 

elk).  These areas have sufficient food and cover, but provide limited seasonal habitat due to a 

lack of available water. There are many reasons for this lack of available water. For example, 

human developments, encroachment of Pinyon-Juniper (PJ) woodlands, and large scale wildfires 

have decreased the amount and availability of suitable habitat in some areas. In other areas, free 

flowing springs historically used by these species have been developed and piped for support of 

livestock operations. These proposed wildlife water developments would primarily benefit mule 

deer and elk.  

 

Relationship to Planning 
 

The proposed action is in conformance with the following Federal, State, and local laws, 

regulations, policies, and plans: 

 

Ely Proposed Resource Management Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement (2007) and 

Ely District Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management Plan (2008).   

 Goal:  ñProvide habitat for wildlife (i.e., forage, water, cover, and space) and fisheries that is 

of sufficient quality and quantity to support productive and diverse wildlife and fish 

populations, in a manner consistent with the principles of multi-use management, and to 

sustain the ecological, economic, and social values necessary for all speciesò.   

 Objective: ñTo use wildlife water developments, both natural and artificial, to improve the 

condition of wildlife habitat, and to use artificial wildlife water developments to mitigate 

impacts to wildlife species from loss of natural water sources or loss of habitat.ò  

 

Parameter: Wildlife Water Developments 

 WL-19: ñIdentify areas of suitable wildlife habitat that are water limited in coordination with 

the Nevada Department of Wildlife and interested public (i.e. elk management technical 



review teams, sportsmen groups, etc.).ò 

 WL-20: ñUse the criteria listed below to identify artificial wildlife water developments: 

o To mitigate for loss of natural water sources; 

o To mitigate for habitat loss or habitat fragmentation; 

o To reduce inter-specific competition between wildlife, livestock, and wild horses;  

o To reduce inter-specific competition between wildlife species; and 

o In suitable wildlife habitat that is water limited.ò 

 

White Pine County Public Land Use Policy Plan (revised July 2007): ñIdentify habitat needs 

for wildlife species, such as adequate forage, water, cover, etc., and provide for those needs so as 

to, in time, attain appropriate population levels compatible with other multiple uses as 

determined by public involvement.ò   

 

White Pine County Elk Management Plan (revised 2007): ñWater developments and habitat 

improvement projects could enhance the elk population through much of the rangeò and 

identified as ñPriority Rating = Highò the project and sites chosen for big game water 

developments in the Antelope Range.  

 

Executive Order 13443, signed in August of 2007: President Bush directed the Department of 

Interior to ñManage wildlife and wildlife habitats on public lands in a manner that expands and 

enhances hunting opportunities.ò   

 

Issues 
 

During an internal interdisciplinary team scoping meeting (November 30, 2009) potential issues 

were brought up concerning noxious and invasive weeds and wild horses. 

 

II.  DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION AND  NO ACTION  

ALTERNATIVE  

 

Proposed Action 
 

BLM proposes to partner with NDOW and Mule Deer Foundation (MDF) on the construction of 

three new wildlife water developments (Table 1) beginning summer 2010.  The sites would be 

accessed using existing two-track roads; directly to two of the sites, a short one-pass up the draw 

to the other (Figure 1).  No permanent new roads or trails would be created.  A rubber-tired 

backhoe would be used to level the areas where the storage tanks and apron would be located.  

Pickup trucks with trailers and an ATV would be used to haul tools.  Volunteers would walk 

from the existing roads to the sites. Approximately one day would be needed to prepare each site 

using a backhoe and an estimated two days per site would be needed to install the wildlife water 

development.   

 



 
    Figure 1. Map of proposed wildlife water developments in the Antelope Range. 

 

 


