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Background Information 

 Introduction 

On November 30th, 2004 the Parsnip Peak Wilderness area was designated by the Lincoln 

County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act. The Wilderness Act of 1964 defines 

wilderness and mandates that the primary management direction is to preserve wilderness 

character. Two abandoned mine shafts, along with associated debris from the mining operation 

are located on the west side of the wilderness. These mine shafts, in opposition to the 

Wilderness Act, are substantially nƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ƛƳǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ. This 

Environmental Assessment is in conjunction with the Southern Nevada Public Lands 

Management Act (SNPLMA) Conservation Initiative Project from Round 7 titled: Environmentally 

Responsible Closure of Abandoned Mine Safety Hazards in Lincoln County.  

The project description for this SPLMA project reads:  

This project will enable the BLM to secure approximately 120 Abandoned Mine Land 

(AML) features which pose significant threats to public and wildlife safety in Lincoln 

County, Nevada.  Increased public recreational use and increasing population are 

bringing more and more people into potentially fatal contact with abandoned mine 

features.  Such mines throughout the western United States are recognized as a 

significant source of morbidity and mortality.  Experience has shown that all users of 

lands containing such features are at risk, regardless of their activities or intentions.  

Most injuries and deaths occur in the course of work or recreation unrelated to AMLs.  

AML sites are often also valuable wildlife habitat, especially for bats and tortoises, and 

may include significant cultural resources.  In some cases they are also a threat to these 

resources.  Deaths of desert tortoises, bobcats, small mammals and reptiles, and even 

bighorn sheep have occurred in such sites; however, of the 23 species of bats known 

from southern Nevada, about half use AML habitat.   
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 Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the project is to fulfill the objectives of the Round 7 SNPLMA project. The need 

for the proposed action is to increase public safety as well as to preserve and protect designated 

wilderness by reclaiming existing disturbances. 

 Relationship to Planning 

Conformance with BLM Land Use Plans: The proposed action and alternatives are in 
conformance with the goals, objectives and decisions of the following BLM Land Use Plans: 

Ely District Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management Plan (2008) 

Proposed Fortification Range, Parsnip Peak, White Rock Range Final Wilderness 
Management Plan and Environmental Assessment (2009) 

Selected Actions Taken for Securing or Backfilling Physical Safety Hazards Associated 
with Abandoned Mined Lands in Nevada. Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
(2000) 

Compliance with Laws, Statutes, and Regulations: The proposed action and alternatives are in 
compliance with the following laws: 

1964 Wilderness Act 

1969 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

1973 Endangered Species Act 

1976 Federal Land Policy & Management Act 

43 CFR 6300 (Wilderness Management) 

40 CFR Part 1500 (NEPA), 43 CFR Part 1600 (Planning) 

Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act of 2004 

Relationship to Policies, Guidelines and Manuals: The proposed action and alternatives are in 
conformance with the following policies, guidelines and manuals: 

BLM IM No. NV-98-013 Management of Nevada Special Status Species 

BLM MS 1790 (NEPA), 516 DM (Departmental Manual)/Handbook.  H-1790-1 (NEPA) 

BLM Abandoned Mine Lands Program Policy Handbook H-3720-1 

BLM MS 6840 (Special Status Species Management) 

BLM IM No. WO-2008-50 BLM Interim management guidance for the Migratory Bird 

Treaty Act 
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          Figure 1. Abandoned Mine Shaft in the Parsnip Peak Wilderness 

 

 

 Figure 2. Abandoned Mine Shaft in the Parsnip Peak Wilderness 
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