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Introduction

Scope of the Wilderness Management Plan

This Ran provides the primarynanagement guidance for the Fortification Range,
ParsnipPeak,and White Rock Range Wilderness Are@sven their close proximity,
comparable natural resources, and similar management. issues, it is appropriate to
incorporate the administration of the tarareas into a single ten yddlan This Planalso
addresses appropriate actions immediately adjacent to the wilderness areas including
wilderness access and information provided to the public.

Wilderness characteristi@ge cumulatively identified bythe Wilderness Act of 1964 as
untrammeled(i.e., unrestrained, unhinderedelly man natural, undeveloped, having
outstandingopportunities for solitude ogprimitive, unconfined forra of recreation, and

the incusion of supplementary value3his Wildernes Management PlafWMP)
preserves the areasdé characteristics by:

u ldentifying the conditions and opportunities for which thdderness areas
would be managed.

u Creating specific guidelines for managiresources and activitiesxisting in
the wilderness.

u Identifying management needs outside of, and immediately adjacent to the
wilderness areascluding signing, staging areas, and access points.

The first part of the Plan contains curr@oimprehensive descriptisof the wilderness
areas and. neposed maamgementactions andguidelines. The second part isn
Environmental AssessmefiA) fully describing and analyzingotential impactselating
to proposed managemeanttions andjuidelinesandconsidered alternatives.

This WMP has been analyzed thin the scope of the Schell Management Framework
Plan (MFP) (1983pand has been found to be in conformance with the goals, objectives,
and decisiongWD-1.0, WD-1.3, WD-1.5, WD-1.6 of the MFP) astated on page 11 of

the Schell Resource Area Decision Summary aacoR] of Decision (1983)

Although theWMP is not specifically provided for in the MFP, it is in conformance
becausepreparation of Wilderness Management Plans is implied as a subsequent action
to wilderness designation. The Decision Summary states:

A T hf@lowing areas are being recommeadfor wilderness designatiofar South
Egans, White Rock Range, Parsnip Peak, Worthington Mountains, and Weepah Springs.
It should be realized that a final decision regarding wilderness designation will probably
notbemace unti | after 1987 and will be made
Wilderness Study Area (WSA) was not recommended by the BLM for wilderness

by



consideration, however, Congress designated all three WSAs as wilderness areas in The
Lincoln County Conervation, Recreation and Development Act of 2004 (Public Law
108424).

The WMP has been analyzed with the scope of the Beaver River Resource Area Resource
Management Plan (RMP).

BLM planning regulations (43 Code of Federal Regulations 1610.3.2[a]) eethat

BLM resource management plans be consistent with officially approved plans of other
federal ,state, local and tribal governments to the extent those plans are consistent with
federal laws and regulations applicable to public lands. Although thisatemn does not

apply to other official plans created after the land use plan is implemented, the BLM
strives for management decisions to be consistent with other official plans.

Compliance with Laws, Statutes, and Regulations
The proposed action and alternataee incompliancewith the following laws:

U The Wilderness Act of 196416 U.S.C. 88 1131136, September 3, 1964, as
amended 1978

U The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1964 S.C. 8§ 17041782,
October 21, 1976, as amended 1978, 1984, 1986, 1988;:1B®2) 1994 and
1996).

U The Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act of 2004
(Public Law.108424).

U The National Environmental Policy Act of 19692( U.S.C. 88 431-4347,
January 1, 1970, as amended 1975 and 1994

U The Endangered Species Act of 1972% (U.S.C. 88 1531544, December 28,
1973, as amended 191682, 1984and 1988.

U <Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Ad6 U.S.C. 88 66868d, June 8, 1940, as
amended 959, 1962, 1972, and 1978

U Migratory Bird Treaty Act {6 U.S.C. 8§ 70312, July 3, 1918, as amended
1936, 1960, 1968, 1969, 1974, 1978, 1986 and 1989

U Executi ve ORedpersibilities3 @f 8 Federal Agencies to Protect
Migratory Birds(2001).

0 Management of Designated Wilderness Areas (43 CFR Part.6300)

U Recreation Management Restrictions: Occupancy Stay Limitation (43 CFR
8365.12(a) and Federal RegestNotice N\V\930-433302).

U Unlawful Manner of Camping Near Water Hole (Nevada Revised Statute
503.660)

Relationship to Policies and Guidelines

The proposed action and alternaie in conformancevith the following guidelines,
manuals, anddministrdive Laws



Management of Designated Wilderness Areas (BLM Manual 8560)
Wilderness Management Plans (BLM Manual 8561)

Grazing Guidelines (House Report No. 14005, AppendixA).

Wildlife Management Guidelines (House Report No.-405b, Appendix B)
BLM Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation Handhook

cCocc

Wilderness Overview

The Fortification Range, Parsnip Peak and White Rock Range Wildesresss were
added to the National Wilderness Preservation System by the LinCobmty
Conservation, Recreati@nd Development Act of 2004 (Public Law 1884, November

30, 2004 LCCRDA). The Fortification Range is-30,656 acrdbe Parsnip Peak
Wilderness i$13,693 acresandthe White Rock Range Wilderness is 24,413 acres. These
three wilderness areas are managatirely by the Bureawf Land Management:ly
District Office. No private inholdings are presenalthough. several private parceise
located along the boundaries of each of the three wilderness areas. WMP Maps 1
(Pages 69 b ] dresent the currenbaditions of each of the wilderness areas.

Adjacent to and directly east ofélWhite Rock Range Wilderness Wtah is the 2,800
acre BLM White Rock Range Wilderness Study Area. Thideviless study area is
managed byhe Utah Bureau of Land Managemededar City District Office.

The Fortification Range, Parsnip Peak, and White Rock R&¥igerness Areas are
locatedwithin the Great Basin ecoregiobO to 50miles north andnortheast of Pioche in
Lincoln County, Nevada. The elevations range frapproxmately 6,100 to 9,100 feet

Great Basin pinyofuniper  woodlandsare the dominatevegetation community
throughout, with mountain ascents and kseanarked with aspemixed conifer forests
and montane sagebrush communities. Descerfddngrange to valleyfoothill mountain

mahogany. communities lead toWyoming big sagebrush  shrubland.






