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Introduction 
 
 

 

Scope of the Wilderness Management Plan 
 

This Plan provides the primary management guidance for the Fortification Range, 

Parsnip Peak, and White Rock Range Wilderness Areas. Given their close proximity, 

comparable natural resources, and similar management issues, it is appropriate to 

incorporate the administration of the three areas into a single ten year Plan. This Plan also 

addresses appropriate actions immediately adjacent to the wilderness areas including 

wilderness access and information provided to the public.   

 

Wilderness characteristics are cumulatively identified by the Wilderness Act of 1964 as 

untrammeled (i.e., unrestrained, unhindereded) by man, natural, undeveloped, having 

outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive, unconfined forms of recreation, and 

the inclusion of supplementary values. This Wilderness Management Plan (WMP) 

preserves the areasô characteristics by: 

 

ü Identifying the conditions and opportunities for which the wilderness areas 

would be managed. 

ü Creating specific guidelines for managing resources and activities existing in 

the wilderness.  

ü Identifying management needs outside of, and immediately adjacent to the 

wilderness areas including signing, staging areas, and access points.  

 

The first part of the Plan contains current comprehensive descriptions of the wilderness 

areas and proposed management actions and guidelines. The second part is an 

Environmental Assessment (EA) fully describing and analyzing potential impacts relating 

to proposed management actions and guidelines and considered alternatives. 

 

This WMP has been analyzed within the scope of the Schell Management Framework 

Plan (MFP) (1983) and has been found to be in conformance with the goals, objectives, 

and decisions (WD-1.0, WD-1.3, WD-1.5, WD-1.6 of the MFP) as stated on page 11 of 

the Schell Resource Area Decision Summary and Record of Decision (1983) 

 

Although the WMP is not specifically provided for in the MFP, it is in conformance 

because preparation of Wilderness Management Plans is implied as a subsequent action 

to wilderness designation. The Decision Summary states: 

 

ñThe following areas are being recommended for wilderness designation: Far South 

Egans, White Rock Range, Parsnip Peak, Worthington Mountains, and Weepah Springs. 

It should be realized that a final decision regarding wilderness designation will probably 

not be made until after 1987 and will be made by Congress.ò The Fortification Range 

Wilderness Study Area (WSA) was not recommended by the BLM for wilderness 
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consideration, however, Congress designated all three WSAs as wilderness areas in The 

Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act of 2004 (Public Law 

108-424). 

 

The WMP has been analyzed with the scope of the Beaver River Resource Area Resource 

Management Plan (RMP). 

 

BLM planning regulations (43 Code of Federal Regulations 1610.3.2[a]) require that 

BLM resource management plans be consistent with officially approved plans of other 

federal ,state, local and tribal governments to the extent those plans are consistent with 

federal laws and regulations applicable to public lands. Although this regulation does not 

apply to other official plans created after the land use plan is implemented, the BLM 

strives for management decisions to be consistent with other official plans.   

 

 

Compliance with Laws, Statutes, and Regulations 
 

The proposed action and alternatives are in compliance with the following laws: 

 

ü The Wilderness Act of 1964 (16 U.S.C. §§ 1131-1136, September 3, 1964, as 

amended 1978). 

ü The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. §§ 1701-1782, 

October 21, 1976, as amended 1978, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1990-1992, 1994 and 

1996). 

ü The Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act of 2004 

(Public Law 108-424). 

ü The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. §§ 4321-4347, 

January 1, 1970, as amended 1975 and 1994). 

ü The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. §§ 1531-1544, December 28, 

1973, as amended 1976-1982, 1984, and 1988). 

ü Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 668-668d, June 8, 1940, as 

amended 1959, 1962, 1972, and 1978). 

ü Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 703-712, July 3, 1918, as amended 

1936, 1960, 1968, 1969, 1974, 1978, 1986 and 1989). 

ü Executive Order 13186ƄResponsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect 

Migratory Birds (2001). 

ü Management of Designated Wilderness Areas (43 CFR Part 6300). 

ü Recreation Management Restrictions: Occupancy Stay Limitation (43 CFR 

8365.1-2(a) and Federal Register Notice NV-930-4333-02). 

ü Unlawful Manner of Camping Near Water Hole (Nevada Revised Statute 

503.660). 

 

Relationship to Policies and Guidelines 
 
The proposed action and alternatives are in conformance with the following guidelines, 

manuals, and Administrative Laws: 
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ü Management of Designated Wilderness Areas (BLM Manual 8560). 

ü Wilderness Management Plans (BLM Manual 8561). 

ü Grazing Guidelines (House Report No. 101-405, Appendix A). 

ü Wildlife Management Guidelines (House Report No. 101-405, Appendix B). 

ü BLM Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation Handbook. 

 

 

 

Wilderness Overview 

 
The Fortification Range, Parsnip Peak and White Rock Range Wilderness areas were 

added to the National Wilderness Preservation System by the Lincoln County 

Conservation, Recreation and Development Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-424, November 

30, 2004; LCCRDA). The Fortification Range is 30,656 acres; the Parsnip Peak 

Wilderness is 43,693 acres; and the White Rock Range Wilderness is 24,413 acres. These 

three wilderness areas are managed entirely by the Bureau of Land Management, Ely 

District Office. No private in-holdings are present, although several private parcels are 

located along the boundaries of each of the three wilderness areas. WMP Maps 1-4 

(Pages 6, 9Ƅ11) present the current conditions of each of the wilderness areas. 

 

Adjacent to and directly east of the White Rock Range Wilderness in Utah is the 2,800 

acre BLM White Rock Range Wilderness Study Area. This wilderness study area is 

managed by the Utah Bureau of Land Management, Cedar City District Office. 

 

The Fortification Range, Parsnip Peak, and White Rock Range Wilderness Areas are 

located within the Great Basin ecoregion 10 to 50 miles north and northeast of Pioche in 

Lincoln County, Nevada. The elevations range from approximately 6,100 to 9,100 feet. 

Great Basin pinyon-juniper woodlands are the dominate vegetation community 

throughout, with mountain ascents and peaks marked with aspen, mixed conifer forests 

and montane sagebrush communities. Descending from range to valley, foothill mountain 

mahogany communities lead to Wyoming big sagebrush shrubland.
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