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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ELKO DISTRICT ELKO, NEVADA



'IN REPLY REFER TO: .

. United States Department of the Interior 8500 (w-010)

' BUREAU.OF LAND MANAGEMENT (NV=532.6)
NEVADA-STATE QFFICE -

—850-Harvard Way
~ :P.0. Box 12000
-.Reno, Nevada B9520

0CT 5 1987

Dear Readet:

Enclosed for your review is the Elko Resource Area Finmal Wilderness
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The final EIS analyzes the Elko
District's proposal to récommend one entire wilderness study area (WSA) and a
portion of one WSA as suitable for inclusion in the National Wilderness
‘Preservation System and release from further consideration two .entire WSAs_and
a portion of one WSA.

The final EIS has . been completed in accordance with the Natlonal Envirommental
Policy Act. These recommendations may be subject to change through
- -administrative review after receipt of the minerals reports from the Bureau of
%y Mines and the U.S. Geological Survey. If significant information contained in
j) the minerals reports indicates a need for change in the proposals analyzed in

this EIS, a supplemental EIS would be issued and distributed for public review.
We appreclate your interest and involvement in the study process for these

wilderness study areas in the Elko District.

Sincereiy yours,

A

11
Edward F. ang

State Director, da

1 Eanclosure
1. Elko Final Wilderness EIS (184 pp)
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FINAI, WILDERNESS
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for the
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NEVADA

Prepared by
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ELRKQO DISTRICT OFFICE

/ Rotiney BArris
Elko Distribtt Manager

Edward F, §

a g
Nevada State Dir c

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to manage and preserve the wilderness
characteristics of 36,460 acres, which includes all 6,685 acres of the Rough
Hills Wilderness Study Area (WSA) and a 29,775 acre portion of the Lictle
Humboldt River WSA, and continue to manage the remaining 30,294 acres, which
includes a 12,438 acre portion of the Little Humboldt River WSA and all the
acreage of both the Cedar Ridge and Red Springs WSAs, for usgses other than
wilderness. This EIS assesses the environmental consequences of managing
these areas as wilderness or nonwilderness.

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) mandates BIM to
manage the public . lands and their resources under the principles of multiple
use and sustained yield. Wilderuness values are identified as part of the
spectrum of multiple land use values to be considered in BLM inventory,
planning, and management. Section 603 of FLPMA requires a wilderness review
of BLM roadless areas of 5,000 or more acres and roadless 1slands. The BLM
inventory process identified wilderness study areas which have the mandatory
wilderness characteristics (size; naturalmess; solitude and/or primitive

recreation opportunities). Suitable or nonsuitable wilderness recoumendations

for each WSA will be presented to the President by the Secretary of the
Interior. The President will then make recommendations to Congress. Areas
can be designated wilderness only by an act of Congress,

For further information please contact: Rodney Harris, District Manager,
Bureau of Land Management, P.0. Box 831, 3900 E., Idaho St., Elko, Nevada
89801 or call (702) 738-4071.

Date when the Final Enviroumental Impact Statement with the wilderness
recommendations was made available to the public: oeT 9 1987 .
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' SUMMARY

The purpese of the Proposed Action is to manage and preserve the wilderness
characteristics of 36,460 acres, which includes all 6,685 acres of the Rough
Hiils Wilderness Study Area (WSA) and a 29,775 acre portion of the Little
Humboldt River WSA, and continue to manage the remaining 30,294 acres, which
includes a 12,438 acre portion of the Little Hiumboldt River WSA and all the
acreage of both the Cedar Ridge and Red Springs WSAs, for uses other than
wildernesa. :

The' Federal Land Policv and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) mandates BLM to
manage the public lands and their resources under the principles of multiple
use and- sustained yield. Wilderness values are ldentified as part of the
spectrum of'ﬁultiple'lend use valuas to be considered in BLM inventory,

~ planning, and management. - Séction 603 of FLPMA requires a wilderness review

" of 'BEM roddless areas of 5,000 or more acres and ‘roadless islands. The "BLM
inventory process identified wilderness study areas which have the mandatory
wildérness chatacteristiés (size; naturalness; solitude and/or primitive
recreation opportunities). Suitable or nonsuitable wilderness recommendations
for each WSA will be presented to the President by the Secretary of the
Interior. - Tlié ‘President will then make recommendations to the Congress of the
United-States. Areas can be- designated wilderness only by an act of the
'Ceugress’ If-designated as wilderness,'an area would be managed in accordance
with the Wilderness Act of 1964 and the BLM Wilderness Management Policy
5(1981) ’ . .

The four WSAs being studied ‘are covered by the Elko Area Résource Management
Plan (RMP)_ The study areas are listed in Table 8-1 which follows.

' TABLE ‘S-1

LIST OF WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS

r I | T
WSA Name =~ ** | - Number 21 . Aéreage.’. . |} -County
Cedar Ridge" - * - NY-010-088- - 10,009 . Elke
Red SDring S NV-010-091 _ - 7,847 Elko
Little Humboldt River NV-010-132 42,213 - -~ Elko
Rough Hills S NV-010-151 - 6,685 Elko

Issues

The scoping process for the Elko Area Resource Management Plan encompassed
issues identified by the BLM staff, by the public during formal scoping
comment periods on 1ssue identification (November 9 te'December 22, 1983),
review of draft issues and planning- criteria (April 26 to May 20, 1984),
review of draft alternatives (November 1, 1984 to January 30, 1985), and from
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(ii)} comments on the Draft Elko Area RMP (August 14 to November 15, 1985) by the

public and by Federal, State and local agencies. The environmental issues
below were identified for analysis Iin this EIS and relate to all. WSAs except
where noted. .

1.

Impacts on Wilderness Values. The wilderness values of naturalmess,
opportunities for solitude, gqpportunities for primitive’ recdeation, and’
various special features of the WSA would benefit from wildérness
designation. The same values may be adversely affected by uses and

actions that would occur should the WSAs not be d signated wilderness. AN

These impacts are:an 1lssue for analysis. in the EI Vi

' Impacts on Recreational Off RoaduVehicle Use; Wif%erness designatioe -

would eliminate the use of recreational off-road vehicles (ORVs) in the
WSAs. FEliminating thig use would affect the availability of -
opportunities for ORV recreation and shift ORV uses currently occurring
in the WSAs to adjacent lands. = The impact of ‘wilderness designation on

recreational ORV use in the vicinity of the WSAs is an issue for analyais

in the EIS.

Tmpacts on Mineral Resources Actious: Wilderness designation could
affect the of potential and development of known mineral regources by
withdrawing designated lands from mineral eatry. Development of existing
mineral resources within designated wilderness areas could be affected:by

wilderness management restrictions. The impact of wilderness designation

on the exploration of potential and .development of known mineral

* resources 1s an issue for analvsis in. the EIS

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance ahd-Construction. Wilderness
designatlon could affect livestock operations by precluding some planned
range development projects necessary for utilization of forage at planned
levels. The 1lmpact of wilderness designation on the maintenance and
construction of grazing and range management projects in the WSAs 1s an
igsue for. analysis in the EIS.

Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest. Wilderness designation would
contirue the policy of not allowing commercial or public harvest of
firewood or fence posts in the Cedar Ridge and Red Spring WSAs. The
impact of forgoing the harvest of this. resource is an issue for analysis
in the EIS.

Impacts on Private Inholdings. The impact of foregone uses and access by
wilderness designation or nondesignation on private land Inholdings in .
WSAs wag identified as an issue during the scoping process. Future uses
of these lands and/or -access to them could be inhibited with wilderness. -
designation of the Little Humboldt River and Rough Hills WSAs. This
impact is an issue for analysis in this EIS.

—

Impacts on Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) Habitat. The impact of
wilderness designation.or nondesignation on LCT, a Threatened Speciles
under the Endangered Species Act, was identified as an issue in the
Little Humboldt River WSA during the scoping process. Mineral
exploration and rangeland development .
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activities could contribute increased stream siltation. However, these
increased sediment levels would not adversely affect Lahontan cutthroat
trout numbers.

The following issues were identified in scoping but were not selected for
detalled analysis in this EIS. because they were determined after careful
analysis to be less than major or were irrelevant to the decision involved.
The reasons for gsetting each of the issues aslde are discussed below.

1.

Impacts on Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat. Many comments durilng scoping
and on the Draft RMP expressed a general concern for wildlife without
identifying specific issues assoclated with wildlife. An issue dealing
with wildlife In general was comnsldered but not included in this EIS
because current activities and uses which constrain wildlife populations
and habitat management would continue even with wilderness designation.
Therefore, the 1ssue is not relevant to the proposed actiom.
Additionally, based on the projections of development i{n the four WSAs,
little or no change in wildlife populations or habitat is anticipated.
with wilderness designation or nondesignation.

Tmpact on Reintroduction of Bighorn Sheep. The Nevada .Department of
Wildlife has reintroduced bighorn sheep in the Little Humboldt River

'WSA. The reintroduction and management of more bighorn sheep will

continue to be independent of the designation of the WSA as wilderness.
Since the Bureau's Wilderness Management Policy provides guidelines for
reintroduction of native wildlife speciles, this issue was not selected

for analysis in the EIS.

Impact on Visitor Safety. Wildermess designation could encourage
recreationists to use areas they otherwise wouldn't use because the areas
are labeled wilderness. This could result in inexperienced
recreationists being exposed to hazards they are not experienced in
handling. This issue wag not analyzed because hazards associated with
recreation ugse on the WSAs would not be affected by wilderness
designation. The hazards would be the same regardless of the area's
status.

Economic Impact on Livestock Operations. Concerns were raised that
livestock operators could be required to modify their overations within
designated wilderness areas in a manner that would have significant
adverse economic impacts on their business. This issue'was considered
but dropped from detailed analysis because the BLM's Wilderness
Management Policy provides for the continued use of wilderness areas for
livestock operations at historiec levels.

Although the management practices of livestock operators in the four WSAs
would be more regulated, they would continue as they did prior to
wilderness designation subject to reasonable controls. The impact of
wilderness designation on livestock operations as a result of curtailment
of planned range developments is considered 1in issue 4 above St
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5. Impact on Alr Quality Classification.. Concerns were raised regarding the
interaction between wilderness designation and air quality '
classification. The Wilderness Management Policy states that BLM will
‘manage all wilderness areas to comnly with the existing air quality
cldssification for that specific area, so wilderness designation or
nondesignation would not cause the air quality classification to change.
Therefore, this issue was dropped from.further analysis in the EIS.

6. Impact on Cultural Resources. No cultural sites thst would be eligible
for nomination for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
are known to exist within any of the WSAs Since highly significant
cultural gites are not known to exist within the WSAs, the igsue of

“impact to cultural resources was drOpped from further analysis. T

7. ¢ Iwmpact on Diversity within the National Wilderness Preservation System.

" The 1ssue of how wilderness designation would impact’ ecologic diversity
within the NWPS was ot -analyzed as an issue. Since all potential
natural’ vegetation types within the WSAs are currently represented in the
NWPS, designation of " these WSAs ag wilderness would not expand ecologic
diversity of the system.

8. Impact on Wild Horses. Concerns were ralsed about wild horses and
wilderness. This issue was considered as wild horses occur within the
Little Humboldt River WSA, -but as ho management actions or—necessary
range  developments could be determined which would be inconsistent with

designation or nondesignation of the area, this issue was not selected
"for further analysis. i ¢

9. 'Riparian Habitatl The degraded condition of riparian habitat was a

concern_to. many._individual commentors. . The. primarylcauses.of.degradationlam_w.fmm..'

of riparian habltat are uses which will continue with or without .
wilderness designation just as corrective actions- would ‘ogeur- with
’ wilderness designation or nondesignation.'

The following ‘{ssue is not an environmental issue, but is a program concern
that was frequently identified as an issue during scoping

The WSAs being studied are not what Congress idtended to be included in
the National Wilderness Preservation System. Some or all of the areas
being studied for wildermess designation may not. be the kind of area
Congress ‘intended to have considered for wilderness. This issue was
dropped ‘since it was determined in the inventory stage of the BLM's
wilderness review process that all the WSAs being studied meet the
mininum standards for wilderness identified by Congress in the Wilderness
Act of 1964 .and FLPMA of 1976. '

'Alternatives and Conclusions”

The alternatives assessed in this EIS include: (1) a No’ Wilderness
Alternative for each WSA:; (2) an All Wilderness Alternative for each WSA and;
{3) a Partial Wilderness Alternative for the Little Humboldt River WSA.
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CEDAR RIDGE WSA (HV—OIO—OBS)'

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternmative). A1l 10,009 acres of nubiic land

in the Cedar Ridge WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness
designation.

The.primary impacts under this alternative relate to the hdarvest of woodland

'products and exploration of mineral resources and the resulting impacts on

wilderness values in the long term.

Conclusions. The Cedar Ridge WSA's wilderness values of size,
naturalness, and outstanding opportunities for. solitude would be lost.
Wbodcutting access routes would most likely protrude into the WSA from
the western and eastern boundaries. Sights and sounds from traffic and
construction related to mineral exploration, ten miles of access roads, 3
0il well drill pads, and 50 miles of seismic line, would cause the WSA to
'apnear unnatLral to the average vigitor and lower the quality of solitude
"in the WSA.

Although the area would be more accessible, recreational ORV use nould
remain below 200 visitor days annually. There would be no significant
impact on recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for exploration. This
includes high favorability for oll and gas and moderate favorability for
precious metals, barite and uranium, although discdvery leading to
development is not anticipated because of unsuccessful past exploratory
drilling nearby. This would be a favorable ilwpact for mineral
exploration. '

" No mineral development is anticipated so therelis no ilmpact on mineral
development. Environmental impacts would be derived only from
exnloration activities.

There would be no 1mpact on grazing facility maintenance and construction
of ° ‘a pineline in the Cedar Ridge WSA would take place..

Woodland products wolild be available for harvest. This includes 4940
acres of pinyon pine and Utah juniper which could supply 250 cords of
firewoed and 500 fence posts per year, or 18 percent of the local

'demand Canopy cover.on approximately 40 acres per ycar would be thinmned |
by about 60 percent in wood harvest activities.

A1l Wildernéss Alternative. All 10,009 acres of pnblic.land in the Cedar
Ridge WSA'would'he recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the elimination of
woodland product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV closure in the
designated wilderness and the resulting effects on woodland product and
mineral development, recreational ORV use, and the protection of wilderness
values.



- Conclusions. Wilderness values would be slightly'enhanced‘on‘all 10,009 -
acres of the Cedar Ridge WSA. )

Recreation ORV use of 70 visitor days annually-would be forgonme. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Exploration activities would be foregone. ' Three exploratory oil ard gas
wells with their assoclated 10 miles of road, drill pads, and 50 miles of
selismic line would be precluded. Impacts would be negligible since
discovery leading to development is not anticipated.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance bt construction
of a pilpeline would not take place.

The harvest of woodland products would be forgone. Over the long-term 3
miles of access road would not be constructed. The 250 cords of firewood
and 500 fence DOBts per year that could be cut from 40 acres per year
within the WSA would be gathered elsewhere in the Elko Resource Area at
considerable additional expense and ineconvenience to the publiec,

‘RED SPRING WSA (NV-010-091)

(f:ﬁ: Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative). A1l 7'847/acres of public land
/) in the Red Spriag WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderuess
designation. e . -
The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the harvest of woodland
products and exploration activities for mineral resources on wilderness values.

Conclusions. The Red Spring WSA's wildermess values of size,
naturalness, and outstanding opportunities for solitude would be lost.
Woodcutting access routes would most likely protrude 1lnto the WSA.
Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to mineral
exploration would cause the WSA to appear unnatural to the average
visitor and lower the quality of solitude in the WSA.

Although the area would be more accessible, recreational ORV use would
remain below 350 visitor days amnually. There would be no significant
impact on recreational ORV use. )

Potential mineral resources would be available for exploration which 1s
predicted to result ‘in 3 wildcat wells, 50 wiles of séismic line, and 10
miles of road. This includes high favorability for oil and gas-and
moderate favorablility for uranium and barite, although no discovery
leading to development is anticipated- because of unsuccessful past
exploratorv drilling nearbv.
.There would be no impact on grazing facility maintemnance or construction
by in the Red Spring WSA.
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Woodland products would be available for harvest. This includes 3200
acres of pinyon pine and Utah juniper which could supply 150 cords of
firewood and 320 fence posts per year,.or 12 percent af the local
demand. About 40 acres per year would be :thinned. Over the long-term 2
miles of access road would be coustructed.

All Wilderness Alternative. All 7,847 acres of public land in the Red Spring
WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation. .

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the elimination of
woodland -product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV clogure in the
designated wilderness and the resulting effects on woodland product harvest
and mineral exploratiom, recreational QORV use, and the protection of
wilderness values.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Wilderness wvalues of solitude would be slightly enhanced on
all 7,847 acres of the Red Spring WSA.

Recreational ORV use of 125 visitor days annually would be forgome. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Exploration of high potential oil and gas resources would be foregone.

. Exploration activities including 50 miles of seismic line, 10 miles of
,access roads and 3 wildcat oll wells would be precluded. Impact would be
neglipgible since discovery leading to development is not anticipated.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or construction.

The harvest of woodland products would be forgone. The 150 cords of

- firewood and 320 fence posts per vear that could be cut from 40 acres of
the WSA would be gathered elsewhere in the Elko Resource Area at
considerable additional expense and inconvenlence to the publie.

LITTLE HUMBOLDT RIVER WSA (NV-010-132)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Alternative). A portion of the Little

Humboldt River WSA, 29,775 acres, would be recommended as sultable for
wilderness designation. The remaining 12,438 acres would be recommended as

nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this - alternative-relate :to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting increases
in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation and the withdrawal of mineral resources.

Conclusions. The 29,775 acres designated as wilderness would receive
long—term Congressional protect;on; On the 29,775 acres designated
wlilderness, all wilderness values would be maintained. The area's
naturalness and opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation and
solitude would improve slightly because of the elimination of less than

vii
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100 visitor days of recreational ORV use in support of camping, hunting,
fishing, hiking, and horseback riding. The area's most spectacular
scenerv, naturalness, and opportunitiles for primitive recredation and
solitude would be retained. On the 12,438 acres not designated
wilderness, there would be a reduction of naturalness and opportunities
for solitude because of mineral exploration and construction of range
improvements.

Recreational ORV use would be foregone on the 29,775 acres designated- -
wilderness.  About 130 visitor days would be forgone annually. The -

" impacts of shifting thie use to other public lands would be megligible.

On the 12,438 acres of the WSA not designated wilderness,  recreational
ORV use would continue to increase, but would not exceed 100 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.;mk :

L ,
Exnloration for potential mineral resources would be forgone on 29 775
acres. This includes 1,389 acres where construction of one mile of
access road and 100-feet of trench would be foregone in exploration of

~this area with moderate favorability for gold and silver and about 7,500

acres with low favorability for tin, zinc, and.  barium., The entire 29,775

-acres have low favorability for oill and gas potential, however; 50 mlles

of predicted seismic line would be foregone. Potential mineral resources
on 12,438 acres would be availablée for mineral exploration activities

.'which are predicted to result in construction of 19 miies of access- road

and 1,200 feet of bulldozer trench. No economical discoveries of mineral
resources are anticipated and therefore no development*of mineral
resources would be predicted to be foregone.

Development of grazing facilities would be forgone on the 29,775 acres
designated wilderness, About 13.3 miles of fence would not be
constructed and about 9,240.acres of vegetative treatment would not: take
place. Construction of 7.3 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of

- 2,780 acres would ocecur om the 12,438 acres not designated wilderness.

Two private inholdings would be located within the 29,775 acre wilderness
area. One would be accessible via a cherry—stemmed road while the other

would have no vehicular access...Both are currently used for livestock -

management purposes and since that use is not expected to—change, no.
impact is expected from designation. - No impacts would occur:to. the- three
private parcels located within the 12,438 acre nonsuitable atrea. -

Commodity Production Alternative (Partial Wildermess Alternative). . A portion

of the Little Humboldt River WSA, 28,386 acres, would be recommended as

" gsuitable for wilderness degignation. The remaining 13,827 -acres would be

recomuended as nonsuitable for wilderness designationm.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of .~
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting. retention
of naturalness and increased opportunities for solitude and primitive and

/Tunconfined recreation and the withdrawal .of mineral.resources.
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Conclusions. The 28,386 acres designated as wilderness would recelve
long—term Congressional protection. On the 28,386 acres, wilderness
values of solitude and naturalness would be maintained. The area's
naturalness and opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation
and .solitude would improve slightly because of the elimination of less
than 100 visitor days of recreational ORV use in support of camping,
hunting, fishing, hiking, and horseback riding. The area's most
spectacular scenery, naturalness, and opportunities for primitive
recreation and solitude would be retained. On the 13,827 acres not
designated wilderness, there would be a reduction of naturalness and
_opportunities for solitude because of mineral development and
construction of grazing facilities.

__.Recreational ORV.use would ‘be foregone on the 28,386 acres designated .-

“-wllderness. About 120 visitor days would be forgone annually. The '
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.
“0m.the 13,827 acres of the WSA not designated wilderness, recreatlonal
ORV use would continue to increase, but would not exceed 100 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

. .Exploration for potential mineral resources would be forgone on 28,386
acres. This includes about 7,500 acres with low favorabllity for tin,
™ .. .zine, and barium. The entire 28,386 acres have low favorability for oil
(;_}) ' ) and gas potential. Potential mineral resources, including 7,300 acres
with moderate favorability for gold and silver, would be avallable for
. mineral exploration on the mnonsuitable 13,827 acres. Exploration
activities are predicted to result in 20 miles of access road and 1,300
~ fepet of. bulldozed trench, Impacts would be negliglble as no development
ig expected to result from exploration. : '

Development. of grazing facilities would be forgone on the 28,386 acres
designated wilderness.  About 13.2 miles of fence would not be
constructed and about 8,630 acres of vegetative treatment would not take
place. Construction of 7.4 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of
3,390 acres would occur on the 13,827 acres not designated wilderness.

Two. private inholdings would be located within the 28,386 acre wilderness
area. One would be accessible via a cherry-stemmed road while the other
would have no vehicular access. Both are currently used for livestock

~graziang purposes and since that use is not expected to change, no impact
is expected from designation., No impacts would occur to the three
private parcels located within the 13,827 acre nonsultable area.

All Wilderness Alternative. All 42,213 acres of public land in the Little
Humboldt River WSA would- be recommended as suitable for wilderness designatiom.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values .through wilderness designation and the resulting retention
B of naturalness and increased opportunities for solitude and primitive and
. unconfined recreation and the withdrawal of wmineral resources.
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Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long—termVCongressional

‘protection. MNaturalness would be malntained while there would be a

slight improvement of the areas opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation and solitude because of the elimination of less
than 140 visitor davs per vear of recreational ORV use in support of
camping, hunting, fishing, hiking, and horseback riding.

Recreational ORV use would be forgonéron the 42,213 acres designated
wilderness and about 140 visitor days per year would be forgone.
Fourteen miles of vehicle ways would be closed. The impacts of shifting
this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Exploration activities consisting of 20 miles of access road and 1300
feet of trench for potential mineral resources would be forgone, however,
no antiecipated location and development of mineral resources would be
foregone. This includes 7300 acres with moderate favorability for gold
and silver. The entire 42,213 acres have low favorability for:oll and
gas, however, 50 miles of seismic line are predicted to be foregone.

No mineral development is anticipated so there is no iﬁpact on mineral
development. Environmental impacts would be derived only from
exploration activitiles. :

Development of grazing facilities would be forgone on the 42,213 acres
designated wilderness. About 20.6 miles of fence would not be
constructed and 12,020 acres of vegetative treatment would not take place.

Five private inholdings would be located within the 42,213 acre’ .
wilderness area. Two would be accessible via a cherrystem road whilé the
other three would have no vehicular access. All of these are currently
ugsed for livestock grazing purposes and since that use 1s not expected to
change, no impact 1s expected from designation.

No Wilderness Alternative., All 42,213 acres of public land in the Little

Humboldt River WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness
designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to ORV use, rangeland
developments, and exploration for mineral resources and the resulting
reduction in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and
unconfined recreation.

Conclusions. On the 42,213 acres of the WSA there would be a reduction
of the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude because of
mineral exploration surface disturbances, rangeland treatment, and
increased recreational ORV use in the area.

There would be no impact on recreational vehicle ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for expioration and
location. This includes 7,300 acres with moderate favorability for gold
and silver. Activities are predicted to include 20 miles of road and

1,300 feet of trench. There are 7,500 acres with low favorability for
oil and gas and a predicted 50 miles of seismic line,

X



There would be no gfazing facility défelobment forgone. About 20.6 miles
of fence would be constructed and 12,020 acres of vegetative treatment
would take place. ‘ '

No impacts on privaté property would occur.

ROUGH HILLS WSA (NV-010-151)

Proposed Acﬁion (A1l Wilderness Altérnative). All 6,685 acrés of public land
in the Rough Hills WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness
designation.

The primary iwpacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation, the resulting effects on
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation and the withdrawal of mineral resources.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Wilderness values of the area's naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation
including hunting, fishing, and hiking, would be maintained on all 6,685
acres of the Rough Hills WSA. '

Recreational ORV use of 50 visitor days would be foregone on the 6,685
acres designated wilderness. Impacts resulting from this use shifting to
other public lands would be negligible. One vehicle way of less than one
mile would be closed. ' ‘

Exploration for potential mineral resources would be forgone. The entire
WSA has moderate favorability for metallic minerals. Since the WSA is
covered by 1,000 to 2,000 feet of barren volcanic rock, the recovery of
mineral resources is considered uneconomical, however, a two mile access
~road for core drilling would be foregone.

Theré would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance. Constructlon
of a 3 mlle allotment boundary fence would be forgone.

Two private 1nholdings would be located within the 6,785 acre wilderness
area., Access to these parcels is generally limited to foot and
horseback. Both are currently used for livestock and hunting purposes.
Since these uses are not expected to change, no lmpact is expected from
designation.

No Wilderness Alternative. All 6,685 acres of public land in the Rough Hills
WSA would be recommended as monsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary lmpacts under this alternative relate to mineral exploration
surface disturbances and the resulting reduction in naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation.

x1
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Conclusions. On the 6,685 acras of the WSA there would be a moderate
reduction of naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and
unconfined recreation because of mineral exploration.

There would be no significant impact on recreational ORV -use.

Potential mineral reépurcés would be available for explofatioﬁ. This
includes the entire 6,685 acre WSA which has moderate favorability for
metallic winerals. A two mile access road for core driliing is

~anticipated.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenancé; Construction
of a three wile allotment boundary fence_would oceur.

There would be no impact to the tﬁo private barcels within the WSA.

e
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND PLANNING PROCESS
PURPOSE

The purpose of the Proposed Action in one wilderness study area (WSA) and a
portion of another WSA as examined in this EIS, as the Wilderness Act states,
"Is to secure for-the American people of present and future generations the
benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness. In two of the WSAs and the
remaining . portion of- .another WSA the purpose is to continue with management

of the 1land for multiple resource values. _This document analyzes the
potential inpacts of designating or not designating as wilderness all or
portions of four WSAs in the Eiko Resource Area, The Proposed Action
represents the BLM's wilderness recommendations as they developed through the

Bureau planning aystem for the four WSas..

-

'NEED

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) directs the Bureau
of Land. Management (BIM) to manage ‘the public lands and their regources under
the principles of multiple use and ‘sustained yield. Section 603 of FLPMA
requires a. wilderness review of BLM roadless areas containing 5,000 or more

. acres and roadless islands. ‘The BLM inventory process ildentified WSAs which

have the mandatory wilderness characteristics of size, naturalness, and
opportunities for solitude and/or primitive recreation. Suitable or
nonsuitable wilderness recommendations for each WSA will be presented to the
President .by. the Secretary of the Interior. ' The President will then make
recommendations to:the Congress. Areas can be designated wilderness only by
an act of Congress. If designated as wilderness, an area would be managed in
accordance with the Wilderness Act of 1964 and the Bureau's Wilderness
Hanagement Policy dated September 1981,

The four WSAs being studied are covered by the Elko Area Resource Management
Plan and are listed im Table 1-1 below.

TABLE 1-1

LIST OF WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS

ﬁéA'Naﬁe N ' i ) Nnmber - Acreage | County

Cedar Ridge  NV-010-088 10,009 Elko
Red Spring NV-010-091 7,847 Elko
Little Humboldt River  NV-010-132 42,213 Elko
Rough Hills NV-010-151 6,685 Elko



LOCATION

O,

7/ WSAs are located in northeastern Nevada in the BLM's Elko Resource Area of
the Elko District. Map 1-1 shows the relative location of the Elko Resource
Area within the State of Nevada. Map 1-2 displays the location of the four
WSAs within the resource area. : '

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE IDENTIFICATION/SCOPING

The scoping process for the Elko Area Resource Management Plan/EIS encompaased
issues identified by the BIM staff, by the public¢ during formal scoping
comment periods (November 9 to December 22, 1983, April 26 to May 20, 1984,
aud November 1, 1984 to January 30, 1985); at two public hearings in Elko and
Reno, Nevada (October 2 and 3, 1985); and from written comments on the draft
RMP/EIS by the public and by Federal, State, and local agencies. During the
scoping period the United States Fighli and Wildlife Service was consulted
concerning the potential effects of wilderness designation’ on threatened or
endangered species. The environmental issues identified for analysis in this
EIS follow.

1. Impacts on Wilderness Values., The wilderness values of naturalness,
opportunities for solitude, opportunities for primitive recreation, and
various special features of the WSA would benefit from wilderness
designation. The same values may be adversely affected by uses and

. actions that would occur should the WSAs not be ‘designated wilderuess.

(:L)g These impacts are an issue for analysis in the EIS.

2. Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicleé Use. Wilderness ‘designation
would eliminate the use of recreational off-road wvehicles (ORVs) in the
WSAs. Eliminating this use could affect the availability of
opportunities for ORV recreation and shift ORV uges currently occurring
in the WSAs to adjacent lands. The impact of wilderness designation on

recreational ORV use in the vieilnity of the WSAs 1s an issue for -analysis
in the EIS.

3. Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources. Wilderness designation
could affect the development of potential and known mineral resources by
withdrawing designated lands from mineral entry. The impact of
wilderness designation on the exploration of potential and development of
known mineral resources is an issue for analysis in the EIS.

4. Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction. Wilderness
designation could affect livestock operations by precluding some planned
range development projects necessary for utilization of forage at planned
levels. The Impact of wilderness designation on the maintenance and
construction of grazing and range management projects in the WSAs is an
igsue for analysis in the EIS.
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Impacts on Woodland.Product Harvest. Wilderness designation would

continue the poliecy of not allowing commercial or public harvest of
firewood or fence posts in the Cedar Ridge and Red Spring WSAs. The
impact of forgoing the harvest .of this resource is an issue for analysis
in'the EIS. : -

'Impacts on Private Inholdings. The impact of foregone uses and access by

wilderness designation or nondesignation on private land inholdings in

.WSAs was identified as an issue during the scoping process. Future uses
. of these .lands.and/or access to them could be inhibited with wilderness

designation of the Little Humboldt River and Rough Hills WSAs. This -
impact is an issue for analysis in this EIS.

Impdcts on Lahontan Cutthroat Trout. The impact of wilderness

.designation or nondesignation on LCT, a Threatened Species under the

Endangered Species Act, was identified as an issue in the Little Humboldt
River WSA during the scoping process. Mineral exploration and rangeland
development activities could contribute to increased stream siltation.
However, these increased sediment levels wolild not adversely affect
Lahontan cutthroat trout numbers.

The following issues were identified in scoping but were not selected for
detailed analysis in _this EIS because they were determined after careful
analysis to be less.than major or even irrelevant to the decision involved.
The reasons for setting each of the issues aside are discussed below.

1.
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Iﬁﬁects .on Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat. Many comments .during scoping

and on .the Draft BMP. expressed a general concern for wildlife without
identifying specific issues associated with wildlife (other than those
identified above in 7). An issue dealing with wildlife in general was
considered but not included in this EIS because current activities and
uses which éonstrain wildlife populations and habitat management would
continue even with wilderness designation and were therefore not relevant
to the proposed action. Additionally, based on the.projectiomns of
development .in the four WSAs, little or no change in wildlife populations
or their habitat is anticipated with wilderness designation or

 nondesignation.

Impact on- Reintroduction of Bighorn Sheep., The Nevada Department of
Wildlife has.reintroduced bighorn sheep in the Little Humboldt River
WSA. - The reintroduction and management of wmore. bighorn sheep will
continue to be independent of the designation of the WSA as wilderness.
Since the Bureau's Wilderness Management Policy provides guidelines for
reintroduction of native wildlife speciles, this issue was not selected
for analysis in the EIS.

Impact on Visitor Safety. Wilderness designation could encourage
recreatlonists to use areas they otherwise wouldn't use because the areas
are labeled wilderness. This could result in inexperienced
recreationists being exposed to hazards they are not experienced in
handling. This issue was not analyzed because hazards assoclated with
recreation use on the WSAs would not be affected by wilderness

designation. The hazards would be the same regardless of the area's
status.




Economic Impact on Livestock Operations.. Concerns were ratsed that -

livestock operators could be required to modify their operations within
designated wilderness areas in a manner that would have gignificant
adverse economic impacts on their business. This issue was considered
but dropped from detailed analysis because the BLM's Wilderness
Management Policy provides for the continued use of wilderness areas for

-1livestock operations at historic levels.

Although the management practices of livestock operators in the four WSAs
would be more regulated, they would continue as they did prior to
wilderness designation subject to reasomable controls. The impact of
wilderness designation on livestock operations as a result of curtailment
of planned range developments is considered in issue 4 above.

Impact on Alr Quality Clagsification. Concerns were raised regarding the
interaction between wilderness designation and air quality
clagsification. The Wilderness Mamagement Policy states that BIM will
manage all wilderness areas to comply with the existing air quality
claggification for that specific area, so wilderness designation or -3
nondesignation would not cause the air quality classification to change.,
Therefore, this issue was dropped from further analysis in the EIS.

" Impact on Cultural Resources. No cultural sites that would be eligible

for nomination for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
are known to exist within any of the WSAs. The cultural sites that do
exist would be protected with or without wilderness designation. Since
highly significant cultural sites are not known to exist within the WSAs,

the issue of impact. to cultural resources -was dropped from further
analysis.

Impact on Diversity within the Nationmal Wilderness Preservation System.
The issue of how wilderness designation would 1lmpact ecologic diversity
within the NWPS was not analyzed as an issue. Since all potential
natural vegetation types within the WSAs are currently represented in the
NWPS, designation of these WSAs as wilderness would not expand ecologie
diversity of the system.

Tmpact on Wild Horses. Concerns were raised about wild horses and
wilderness. This issue was considered as wild horses occur within the
Little Humboldt River WSA, but as no management actions or necessary
range developments could be determined which would be inconsistent with
designation or nondesignation of the area, this issue was not selected
for further amalysis.

Riparian Habitat. The degraded condition of riparian habitat was a-
concern to many Individual commentors. The primary causes of degradation
of riparian habitat are uses which will continue with or without
wilderness designation just as corrective actions will occur with
wilderness designation or nondesignation.




The following‘issue is not an environmental igsue, but is a program concern
(fjx that was frequently identified as an issue during scoping.

The WSAs being studied are not what Congrees intended to be included in
the National Wilderness Preservation System. Some or all of the areas
being studied for wilderness designation may not be the kind of area
Congress intended to have considered for wilderness. This issue was
dropped since it was determined in the inventory stage of the BLM's
wilderness review process that all the WSAs being studied meet the
minimum standards for wilderness identified by the Conpgress in the
Wilderness Act of 1964 and FLPMA of 1976.

O
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Development of the Proposed Action is guided by requirements ‘of the Bureau's'’
Planning Regulations, 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), part 1600. The
BIM's Wilderness Study Policy’ (published-February 3, 11982, in’ the Federal °
Register) supplements the planning regulations by\providing the specific-
factors to be considered in developing suitability reczommendations- during the-
planning sequence.

The Proposed Action recommends as sultable for wilderness designation those
WSAs, or portlons of WSAs, with high quality wilderness values. Under the
Proposed Action, 36,460 acres would be recommended suitable for wilderness
designation including the entire Rough Hills WSA and a 29,775 acre portion of
the Little Humboldt River WSA. The Cedar Ridge and Red Spring WSAs along with

a 12,438 acre portion of the Little Humboldt River WSA would be recommended
nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action Selected for Analysis

The BLM Wilderness Study Policy calls for the formulation and evaluation of
alternatives ranging from resource protection to resource production. The
(j- lternatives asgessed in this EIS include: (1) a No Wilderness Alternative
~Jor each WSA: (2) an All Wilderness Alternative for each WSA and; (3) a
Partial Wilderness Alternative for the Little Humboldt River WSA.

In this document, the No Action Alternative, as required by the National
Environmental Protection Act, and the No Wilderness Alternative are
equivalent. Both advocate continuation of management as cutlined in the
existing RMP and recommend the WSAs as nonsuitable for wilderness.

The All Wilderness Alternative represents the maximum possible acreage that
could be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

Partial wilderness alternatives can make suiltable or nonsuitable
recommendations ranglug between the All Wilderness and No Action
Alternatives. A partial wilderness alternative can recommend as suitable for
wilderness designation something less than the entire acreage of one WSA.

Alternatives Considered But Dropped From Further Analysis

Under the Wilderness Study Policy of 1982, there are two general cases when it
is appropriate to consider recommending less than entire WSAs for wilderness:
(1) resolution of conflicts and (2) manageability of wllderness.



A Partial Wilderness Aiternative was consldered but dropped from further
analysis for each of the WSAs, with the exception of two Partial Wilderness

- Alternatives considered for the Little Humboldt River WSA. One Partial

Wilderness Alternative for the Little Humboldt River WSA is carried forward.
The reasons for setting aside these other Partial Wilderness Alternatives

- which are not analyzed further are discussed below.

Cedar Ridge (NV-010-088) and Red Spring (NV-010-091) WSAs

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend as sultable something
less than the entire acreage of these WSAs was considered as a means to remove
those public lands with potential for woodland product harvest. HNo reasonable
boundary adjustments were identified that would accomplish this goal and leave
essential wilderness values intact. Therefore, this alternative was dropped
from further consideration.

Rough Hills WSA (NV-010-151)

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend -as suitable somEEﬁihg

less than the entire acreage of this WSA was considered as a means to remove
the two private Inholdings from the portion recommended suitable. No
reasonable boundary adjustments were identified that would accomplish this
goal and leave esgentlal wilderness values intact. Therefore, this

‘alternative was dropped from further consideration.

Little Bumboldt River WSA (NV-010-132)

A modified rim-to-rim Partial Wilderness Alternative of about 15,000 acres was
considered. This excluded considerable acreage with wilderness
characteristics and diversity. These areas were manageable as wilderness and
contained low potential conflicts. Therefore, this alternative was dropped
from further consideration.
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CHAPTER 2

' PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Since the pattern of future actions within the WSAs cannot be predicted with
certainty, assumptions were made -to.allow the analysis of impacts under the .
Proposed Action and alteruativea. These agsumptions are the basis of the
impacts identified in this EIS. They are not management plans or proposals,
but represent feasible patterns of activities which could occur under the
alternatives analyzed

CEDAR RIDGE WSA (NV-010-088)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

A1l 10,009 acres of public land in “the Cedar.Ridge WSA would be recommended as
noneuitable for wilderness designation (Map 2-1).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Cedar Ridge WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock

grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 385 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle for the forseeable
future, 8ix and one half miles of fence and two plt reservoirs exist within
the WSA (Map 2-1). These would continue to be maintained for livestock

management purposes. A livestock ‘water. pipeliue 4 wiles loug and storage tank
would be constructed in the WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The lands Within the WSA would remain open to recreational ORV use.
Approximately 70 visitor days of ORV use is currently occurring in the WSA,
projections Indicate that recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but

would remain at levels below 200 visitor days annually for the forseeable
future..

Three vehicle ways totalling five miles exist within the WSA (Map 2-1).
Thirteen miles of road associated with woodland product harvest and oil and
gas exploration would be constructed into the center of the WSA at some time
in the future. No other development of ways or roads is anticipated because
of the low use the area receives.

Other Recreation.

The Cedar Ridge WSA would be open for other recreation activities in addition
to recreational ORV use. These activities would include hunting, camping,
photography, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would
remain below 200 visitor days annually for the forseeable future. No
recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planmed,

10



however, the thirteen miles of road constructed in association with woodland

ioduct harvest and oll and gas exploration would be used by hunters to gain

“ lcess to the central portion of the WSA. Development of recreational

facilities is not anticipated because of the low use the area receives.
Mineral Resource Actions

No development of the six existing wining claims located along the southwest
boundary of the WSA is anticipated due to the absence of a known discovery
(Map 3-2). Low impact collection of mineral samples for evaluation and anmual
assessment work 1s expected to continue. However, because the entire WSA is

highly favorable for oil and gas, it is assumed that there would be three

exploratory oil wells drilled in the WSA. Based on similar exploration near
Jiggs, Nevada and in Pine Valley, Nevada, ten miles of road and three drill
pads would be constructed in the WSA for oil and gas exploration.' Surface
disturbance from earth moving equipment would be about 40 acres. Another 60
acres would be disturbed by seilsmic 1ine exploration. No oll discoveries are
predicted and no pilpeline would be oeeoed.

Although the potential for occurrence of precious metals, barite, and uranium
within the WSA is moderate, no exploration disturbances or development of
these minerals 1s anticipated because of the lack of geologle features which
would indicate an economic deposit.

Woodland Product Actions

e Cedar Ridge WSA would be designated a firewood cutting area for public

(:jjge. The area would be managed under sustained yleld management practices,

which involves harvesting wood products at the same 200 year reestablishment
rate at which it grows. Selective thinning of stands would involve harvesting
about 40 acres per year of all trees larger tham a six inch diameter. This
selective thinning under sustained yleld management on approximately 40 acres
per year will result in a reduction of tree canopy overstory by about 60
percent and an increase in growth rate on the remaining trees of less than 6

inch diameter with an increase in understory vegetation from the reduced -
comnetition. ‘

Three miles of road would be constructed specifically for this purpose and
access routes also would be created by the passage of vehicles over time.
Harvest activities would be intense on mild topography and along roads and
ways. Activity would be much less intense on steeper terrain.

A1l Wilderness Alternative

All 10,009 acres of public land in the Cedar Ridge WSA would be recommended as
sultable for wilderness designation (Map 2-1).

Livestock Grazing and Range Manapement Actions
The entlre Cedar Ridge WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock

grazing' Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
rtisting level of 385 AUMs for cattle for the forseeable future. Six and one

11
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1f miles of fence and two pit reservoirs in the WSA would continue to be
{intained for livestock management purposes. A proposed four mile pipeline
1 storage tank would not be constructed in the WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The Cedar Ridge WSA would be closed to recreational -ORV use. -This action

would eliminate anproximately 70 visitor days of ORV use that are estimated to
occur annually.

Other Recreation

The Cedar Ridge WsA would be open for non—motorized recreation activities
including hunting, camping, photography, and sightseeing. Recreational use

for these activities would inerease slightly, but would rémain at levels below

200 visitor days annually for the forseeable future. WNo recreation facilities
or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned. Development of -those
primitive recreation facilities which would be compatible with wilderness
management are not anticipated because of the low use the drea receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the. Cedar Ridge WSA would be withdrawa from
all forms of appropriation under the wining and mineral leasing laws. If a
plan of operations is submitted a validity examination would be conducted omn
the six mining claims that are presently located within the WSA and any other

(j\’neral claims that exist at the time of designation. The expected

ploratory drilling of three oil and gas wells in the WSA would be forgomne.
wo mineral development or exploratory activities for the precious metals,

barite, or uranium in the WSA 1s expected to occur. No oil or gas discoveried

are predicted, based on historic success ratios. .in Nevada. -

e
Lot

Woodland Product Actions

The Cedar Ridge WSA would not be designated a firewood cutting area for public
use. No cords of pinyon pine and/or Utah juniper firewood or fence posts }
would be taken from the WSA. No roads would be constructed nor would access
routes be created by the passage of vehicles used to gather woodland products

over time. About 40 acres per year of wood harvest and thinning would riot
occur. W T e

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-1 summarizes the ilmpacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness
Alternatives in the Cedar Ridge WSA.

p—
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TABLE 2-1

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
CEDAR RIDGE WSA.

Enviroﬁmental

Issgues

. Proposed Action |

No Wilderness Alternative

| ALl Wilderness Alternative

Impact on
Wilderness
Values .

Impact on’
Recreational
ORV Use

Impact on
Mineral

- Resource

Actionsl

Tmpact on

Grazing Feeility_

Maintenance and
Construction

Impact on ,:-'
Woodland Product
Harvest

The area's wilderuess values

~ of naturalness -and solitude
. would be lost;

-Although the area would be

more accesslible, recreational
ORV-use would remain below

900 visitor days annually.
. There would be no significant

impact on recreational ORV

S ouse.

Exploratory -activities for oil
and gas would continue.

These include 50 miles of
seismic line, 10 miles of

~road construction and drill-

Ing of 3 wildeat wells. No
economical discoveries are
predicted to result in de~
velopment.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance.
New construction of 4 miles
of pipeline and a storage

_tank would take place.

:_.An annual harvest of 250

cords of firewood and 500
fence posts would occur

on a sustained yield 200
year reestablishment basis.
Approximately 40 acres per
vear would be thinned about
60 percent. Over the long-

:‘term 3. miles. of access road
- would be built.
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Wilderness values of size and
naturalness would be main-
-tained.

Solitude would be slightly
enhanced on all 10,009 acres
of the Cedar Ridge WSA.

Recreational ORV use of .70
visitor days would be forgone
annually.: The impacts of
shifting this use to other
public lands would be

‘negligible. Five miles of
vehicle ways would be
closed. -

Exploratory drilling of 3
wildeat oil wells and 50 .
miles of seismic line, and
construction of 10 miles of -
access road would be
foregone. As no economical
discoveries are predicted,
there would be no impact to
mineral development.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance.
New construction of 4 miles
of pipeline would be forgone.

Harvest of woodland products. .
would be forgone. -



RED SPRING WSA (NV-010-091)

O

.oposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

Al 7,847 acres of public land in the Red Spring WSA would be recommended as
nonsultable for wilderness designation {(Map 2-2).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Red Spring WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 482 AUMs for cattle for the forseeable future. One
developed spring, Red Spring, exists within the WSA (Map 2-2) and it would
continue to be maintained for livestock management purposes. No new

additional range developments would be comstructed in the WSA and maintenance
activities would not change.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use T

The lands within the WSA would remain open to recreational ORV use.
Approximately 125 vigitor days of ORV use are currently occurring in the WSA.
Projections indicate that recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but

would remain at levels below 350 vigitor days annually for the forseeable
future.

0 vehicle ways totalling one balf mile exist within the WSA (Map 2-2).
(j‘ 3lve miles of road associated with woodland product harvest and oll and gas
~" ploration would be constructed into the center of the WSA at some time in

the future. No other development of ways or roads is anticipated because of
the low use the area receives.

Other Recreation

The Red Spring WSA would be open for other recreation activities in addition
to recreational ORV use. These activities would include hunting, camping,
photography, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would
renain below 350 visitor days annually for the forseeable future. No
recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned because
of the low use the area recelves, however, the twelve miles of road
constructed in assoclation with woodland product harvest and oil and gas

exploration would be used by hunters to gain access to the central portiom of
the WSA.

Mineral Resource Actions

No mining claims exist in the WSA. However, because the entire WSA is highly
favorable for oil and gas, it is assumed that there would be exploration of
three oil wells in the WSA. Based on similar exploration near Jiggs, Nevada
and in Pine Valley, Nevada, ten miles of road and three drill pads would be
constructed in the WSA for oil and gas exploration. Surface disturbance from
earth moving equipment would be about 40 acres. Another 60 acres would be

"{sturbed by seismic line exploration. No oil discoveries are predicted based
‘historic success ratios in Nevada.

15
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Although the poﬁential for occurrence of barite and uranium within the WSA is
" Maoderate, no development of these mineralis is anticipated because of the lack
: geologic features which would indiecate an economic deposit.

Woodland Product Actions

The Red Spring WSA would be designated a firewood cutting area for public
use. Permits to cut up to a total of 150 cords of pinyon pine and Utah juni-
per, and 320 fence posts per year would be sold to the gemeral public. Two
miles of road would be constructed specifically for thls purpose and access
routes also would be created by the passage of vehicles over time on forty
acres per year, trees larger than six inches diameter at.the base would be
harvested, resulting in a 60 percent reduction of tree canopy density.

A1l Wilderness Alternatives

All 7,847 acres of public land In the Red Spring WSA would be recommerided as
suitable for wilderness designation (Map 2-2).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Red Spring WSA would coutinue to be allotted for livestock

grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be malntalned at the

existing level of 482 AUMs for cattle for the forseeable future. Red Spring
(:«Tould continue to be maintained for livestock management purposes. No

ditlional range developments would be constructed in the WSA and maintenance
© 4tivities would not change.

Recreational Off—-Road Vehicle Use

The Red Spring WSA would be closed to recreatiomal ORV use. This action
would eliminate approximately 125 visitor days of ORV use that are estimated
to occur annually. Approximately ome-half mile of vehicle way would be closed.

Other Recreation

The Red Spring WSA_would be open for non-motorized recreatiom activities
including hunting, camping, photography, and sightseeing. Recreational use
for these activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below
350 visitor days annually for the forseeable future. No recreation facilitles

or traile exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the
area recelves.

Mineral Resource Actions

. Subject to valid existing rights, the Red Spring WSA would be withdrawn from
all forms of appropriation under the mining and mineral leasing laws. If any
future claims were located prior to withdrawal and a plan of operations were
submitted, a validity examination would be conducted on the mineral claims.
The expected exploratory drilling of three o1l wells, 10 miles of access road,

i
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and 50 wmiles of seismic line in the WSA would be forgone. No oil production
would be foregone as no discoveries are predicted based on historic Nevada
discovery ratios. WNo mineral development or exploratory activities for barite
or uranium 1is expected to occur.

Woodland Product Actions

The Red Spring WSA would not be designated a firewood cutting area for pubiié.
use. No cords of pinyon pine and/or Utah juniper firewood or fence posts
would be taken from the WSA. No roads would be constructed nor would access

routes be created by the passage of vehicles used to gather woodland products
over time.

- Summary of Impacts

Table 2-2 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness
Alternatives in the Red Spring WSA.

"

e
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TABLE 2-2

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
RED SPRING WSA

Environmental
Issues

| Proposed Action
| No Wilderness Alternative

| All Wilderness Alternative

Impact on
Wilderness
Values

Impact on
Recreational
ORV Use

The area's wilderness values
of naturalness and solitude
would be lost.

Although the area would be
more accessible, recreational
ORV-use would remaln below

All wilderness values of
size, naturalness, would be
maintained.

Solitude would be slightly
enhanced en all 7,847 acres
of the Red Spring WSA.

Recreational ORV use of 125
vigitor days would be forgone
annually. The impacts of

Tmpact on

Miheral Resource
(jﬁ}}tions

Impact on
Grazing Facllity
Maintenance and
New Construetion

Impact on

Woodland Product
Harvest

350 vigitor days annually.
Thare would be no significant
lmpact on recreational ORY
use.

Exploratory activities for
oil and gas would continue.
These include 50 miles of
seismic line, 10 miles of
access road, and drilling 3
wildcat wells. No mineral
development is anticipated
§0 there 1s no impact on
mineral development.
Environmental impacts would
be derived only from ex-
Ploration activities.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
or new construction.

An annual harvest of 150
cords of firewood and 320
fence posts would occur.
Approximately 40 acres per
year would be thinned by
about 60 percent. Over
the long-term 2 miles of
access road would be con-
structed.
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shifting this uge to other
public lands would be
negligible, Approximately
Y mile of vehicle way
would be closed.

Exploratory drilling of 3
wildeat oil wells, 50 miles
seismic line, and construc—
tion of 10 miles of access
road would be foregone.

No mineral development is
anticipated so there is mno
impact on mineral develop-
ment. EFEnvironmental impacts
would be derived only from
exploration activities.

Thare would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
or new consgtruction.

Harvest of woodland products
would be forgone. This
would result in considerable
additional expense and in-
convenience to the public.



LITTLE HUMBOLDT RIVER WSA (NV-010-132)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Alternative)

A portion of the Little Humboldt River WSA, 29,775 acres, would be recommended .
as suitable for wilderness designatfon. The remaining 12,438 '‘acres would be
recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (Map 2-3).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Little Humboldt River WSA would continue to be allotted for
livestock grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be
maintained at -the existing level of 3,779 AUMs for cattle for the forseeable
future. Thirteen miles of barbed wire fence would be maintained in the
portion recommended sultable for wilderness dewignation. Construction of 13.3
miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 9,240 acres in the suitable portion
would be forgone. Construction of 7.3 miles of fence and_vegetative treatment
of 2780 acres would occur on the nonsuitable area

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The 29,775 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designationm,
including 10.5 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to. recreational ORV
use, This would eliminate approximately 130 visitor days of ORV use that is
estimated to occur annually in the area. ‘

The 12,438 acre parcel recommeaded nonsuitable would remain open to
recreational ORV use. A way 3.5 miles long would be open for vehicle use.
Projections indicate that recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but

would remain at levels below 350 visitor days annually for the forseeable
future.

Other Recreation

The Little Humboldt River WSA would be open for non-motorized recreation
activities. These include hunting, fishing, horseback riding, camping,
photography, nature study, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these
activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 350
visitor days annually for the forseeable future. The quality of the
recreation experience of those hunting with a commercial guide in the WSA
would also be expected to improve, No recreation facilities or trails exist
in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valld existing rights, the 29,775 acres of the Little Humboldt
River WSA recommended suitable would be withdrawn from all forms of
appropriation under the mining and mineral leasing laws. Although no ulning
clalms currently exist in the suitable area, validity examinations would be

conducted on any mineral claims that might exist at the time of designation,
for which a plan of operations is submitted.

20
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About 19.0 miles of road would be built in the 12,438 acre nonsuitable portion
of the WSA (southeastern and southwestern areas) to explore for gold and
gilver. In conjunction with this exploration, about 1,200 feet of trenches
are anticipated to be dozed. Surface disturbance from earth moving equipment
would be about 50 acres. : '

Although the potential for occurrence of gold and silver within the WSA is

‘moderate, no development of these minerals 1s antleipated because of the lack

of geologle features which would indicate an economic deposit.
Management Actions to Exchange for Private Land

BLM would initiate action to acquire two parcels of private land totalling 200
acres through voluntary exchange.

Management Actions To Enhance Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) Habitat
Actions to. maintain the existing 9 miles of riparian gap fences within the S

suitable portion of the WSA and mineral withdrawal on 29,775 acres would
enhance LCT habitat.

Commodity Production (Partial Wilderness Alternative)

A portion of the Little Humboldt River WSA, 28,386 acres, would be recommended
as suitable for wilderness designation. The remaining 13,827 acres would be
recomaended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (Map 2~4).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Little Humboldt River WSA would continue to be allotted for
livestock grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be
maintained at the existing level of 3,779 AUMs for cattle for the forseeable
future. Thirteen miles of barbed wire fence would be maintained in the
portion recommended suitable for wilderness designation. New construction of
13.2 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 8,640 acres in the suitable
portion would be forgone. New construction of 7.4 miles of fence and
vegetative treatment of 3,380 acres would occur on the nonsuitable area.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

‘The 28,386 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation,

including 10.0 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to recreational ORV
use, This would eliminate approximately 120 visitor days of ORV use that is
estimated to occur annually in the area.

The 13,827 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would remain open to ORV use.
Two ways totalling 4.0 miles would be open for vehicle use. Projections
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indicate that recreational ORV usé would increase slightly, but would remain
at levels below 350 visitor days annually for the forseeable future.

Other Recreation

The Little Humboldt River WSA would be open for non-motorized recreation
activities. These include hunting, fishing, horseback riding, camping,
photography, nature study, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these
activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 350
visitor days annually for the forseeable future. W¥o recreation facilities or
trails exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the area
receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the 28,386 acres of the Little Humboldt
River WSA recommended suitable would be withdrawn from all forms of
appropriation under the mining and migeral leasing laws. Although no mining
claims currently exist in the suitablé area, validity examinations would be
conducted on any mineral claims that exist at the time of designation for
which a plan of operations is submitted.

About 20.0 miles of road would be built in the 13,827 acre nonsuitable portion
of the WSA (southeastern and southwestern areas) to explore for gold and
silver. In conjunction with this exploration, about 1,300 feet of trenches

are anticipated to be dozed. Surface disturbance from earth moving equipment
would be about 60 acres. '

Although the potential for occurrence of gold and silver within the WSA is
moderate, no developmeint of these minerals is anticipated because of the lack
of geologlc features which would indicate an economic deposit.

Management Actlions to Exchange for Private Land

BLM would initiate action to acquire two parcels of private land totalling 200
acras through voluntary exchange.

Management Actions To Enhance Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Habitat

The primary impact upon LCT habitat is increased sediment loads from livestock
grazing and/or mineral exploration and development activities. Therefore, the
two most important actions. to enhance LCT habitat would be to maintain the
existing 9.0 miles of riparian gap fences within the suitable portion of the
WSA and the mlneral withdrawal of the 28,386 acres.

A1l Wilderness Alternatives

A1l 42,213 acres of public land in the Little Humboldt River WSA would be
recommended as suitable for wilderness designation (Map 2-3).
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(Tﬁsiveatock Grazing and' Range Managemént Actions

he entire Little Humboldt River WSA would continue to be allotted for
" Livestock grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained
. at the existing level of 3,779 AUMs for cattle for the forseeable future.
Thirteen and one half miles of barbed wire fence could be maintained in the
WSA. Construction of 20.6 miles of feunce and vegetative treatment of 12,020
acres wnuld be forgone. . -

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire 42,213 acre WSA, including the 14.0 miles of vehicle ways, would be
closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 140
vigitor days of ORV use that are estlimated to occur anaually.

Other Recféation

The Little Huwmboldt River WSA -would be open for non-motorized recreation
activities. ' These {iétude hunting, fishing, horseback riding, camping,
photography, nature study, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these
activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 350
vigitor days annually for the forseesable future. No recreation facilities or

trails -exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the area
receives.

Mineral Resource Actions
() /bject to valid existing rights, the entire Little Humboldt River WSA would

de withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the mining and mineral
1easing laws.

Approximately 112 acres of the Little Humboldt River WSA are covered by 9
post-FLPMA mining claims for preclous metals. These claims would be examined
to dgtermine validity if a plan of operations were submitted.

Although the potential for occurrence of gold and silver withian the WSA is
moderate, no development of these minerals is anticipated because of the lack
of geologic features which would indicate an economic deposit.

Management Actions to Exchange for Private Land

BLM wuuld initiate action to acquire five parcels of private land totalling
480 acres through voluntary exchange.

Management Actions To Enhance Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) Habitat

Actions to maintain the existing 9 miles of riparian gap fences within the WSA
and mineral withdrawal on 42,213 acres would enhance LCT habitat.

No Wilderness Alternative
]

;1 42,213 acres of public land in the Little Humboldt River WSA would be
cecomnended as nonsultable for wilderness designation (Map 2-3).
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Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Little Humboldt River WSA would continue to be allotted for
livestock grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained
at the existing level of 3,779 AUMs for cattle for the forseeable future.
Thirteen and one-half miles of barbed wire fence would be maintained in the
WSA., Construction of 20.6 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 12,020
acres would occur.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA would remain open to recreational ORV use. It 15 reasonable to
expect that recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but would remain at
levels below 350 vigitor days annually for the forseeable future. Vehicle
ways totalling 14.0 miles would be available for recreational and other
vehicular use. Further development of ways or roads is not anticipated
because of the low use the area receives.

A

Other Recreation o 5

The Little Humboldt River WSA would be open for recreation activities in
addition to recreational ORV use including hunting, fishing, horseback riding,
camping, photography, nature study, and sightseeing. Projections indicate
that recreational use for these activities would increase slightly, but would
remain at levels below 350 visitor days annually for the forseeable future.-
The quality of the recreation experience of those hunting with a commercial
guide in the WSA would not change. No recreation facilities or tralls exist
in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resourcg'Actions

. Approximately 112 acres oftthelLibtle Humboldt River WSA are covered by 9

post—FLPMA mining c¢laims for precious wetals. Plans of operations for these
claims would be processed in accordance with existing regulations.

About 20.0 miles of road would be built in the WSA (southeastern and
Southwestern areas) to explore for gold and silver. In conjunction with this
exploration, about 1,300 feet of trenches are anticipated to be dozed.

Surface disturbance from earth moving equipment would be about 70 acres. Imn
addition, about 50.0 miles of selsmic lines to explore for oil and/or gas are
expected to occur in:the northeastern portion of the WSA.

Although the potential for occurrence of gold and silver within the WSA is
moderate, no development of these minerals is anticipated because of the lack
of geologlc features which would indicaté an economic deposit. HNo oil or gas
discoveries are predicted based on historic success ratios in Nevada.

Management Actions to Protect Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT)} Habitat

Maintenance of 9 miles of riparian gap fencing and reclamation measures to

limit sediment ylelds from mining operations would preclude impacts on LCT
habitat.

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-3 summarizes the impacts of the Proposed Action, Partial Wilderness,
All Wilderness and No Wilderness Alternatives in the Little Humboldt River WSA.
26
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ROUGH HILLS WSA (NV-010-151)

Proposed Action (All Wilderness Alternatives)

All 6,685 acres of publiec land in the Rough Hills WSA would be recommended as
suitable for wilderness designation (Map 2-5).

Livestock Grazing and Range Maﬁagemgnt Actions

The entire Rough Hills WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be ‘maintained at the
existing level of 1,024 AUMs for sheep; cattle, and horses for the.forseeable
future. The only range improvement facility within the WSA is a developed
spring near the southern boundary. < It would continue to be maintained- for
livestock management purposes. HNo additional range developments would be
constructed in the WSA and maintenance activities would not change.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use ol

The entire WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use, including the 0.8 mile
way leading through Inez Gulch in the southwestern corner of the WSA. This
action would eliminate fewer than 50 visgltor days of recreational ORV use "that
are estimated to ocecur annually.

Other Recreation

The Rough Hills WSA would be open for non-motorized técreation activitiea;
These include hunting, hunting related horseback riding, camping, photography,

nature study, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would

increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 100 visitor days annually
for the forseeable future. The quality of the recreation experience of those
hunting with a commercial guide in the WSA would also be expected to improve.
No recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned
because of the low use the area receilves. '

Mineral Resdurce Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the Rough Hills WSA would be withdrawn from
all forms of appropriation under the mining and mineral leasing laws.

Although no mining clalms currently exist in the WSA, validity examinations
would be conducted on any mineral claims that eéxist at the time of designation.

Although the potential for occurrence of metallic minerals within the WSA is
moderate, no development of these minerals is anticipated because of the
presence of voleanic cap rock 1,000 to 2,000 feet thick.

Manageﬁent Actions to Exchange for Private Land

BLM would initiate action to acquire two parcels of private land totalling 200
acres through voluntary exchange.
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No Wilderness Alternative

All 6,685 acres of public land in the Roﬁgh Hills WSA would be recommended as

-nonsuitable for wilderness designation (Map 2-5).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Rough Hills WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 1,024 AUMs for sheep, cattle, and horses for the forseeable
future, The only range improvement facility within the WSA is a developed
spring near the gouthern boundary. It would continme to be maintained for
livestock management purposes. An allotment boundary fence about 3 miles long
would be built across the WSA to better manage livestock.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA would remain open to recreatiomal ORV use, including the 0.8
mile way leading through Inez Gulch in the southwestern cormer;gf the WSA,
Recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below
100 visitor days annually for the forseeable future. Further development of
ways or roads 1s not anticipated because of the low use the area recelves.

Other Recreatiom

The Rough Hills WSA would be open for non—motorized recreation activitles in
addition to recreational ORV use. These include hunting, fishing,
hunting-related horseback riding, camping, photography, nature study, and
sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would increase slightly,
but would remain at levels below 100 visitor days annually for the forseeable
future. The quality of the recreation experience of those hunting with a
comnercial guide in the WSA would not significantly change even with mining
and range fence constructioa activities. HNo recreation facilities or trails
exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actilons

No mining claims exist in the WSA. However, because the entire WSA is
moderately favorable for metallic minerals, it is assumed that there would be
exploration for, but no development of, minerals in the WSA. Two miles of
road leading to the interior of the WSA would be bullt to perform exploratory

drilling. Surface disturbance from earth moving equipment would be about 10
acres,

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-4 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness
Alternatives in the Rough Hills WSA.
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TABLE 2-4

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
ROUGH HILLS WSA

Environmental
Issues

Proposed Action

| All Wilderness Alternative. |

. No Wilderneass Alternative

impact on -
Wilderness
Values

'impact-on;
Recreational
ORV Use

C) ,;)]Jact omn.

Mineral Resource
Activitiles

Impact on ]
Grazing Facility
Malntenance and .
Construction

Impact on
Private Inholdings

All wilderness values would
recelve long term Congres-
sional protection. All
wilderness values would be
maintained. The area's
naturalness and opportunities
for solitude and primitive
and unconfined recreation
wotuld iwmprove.

Recreational ORV use of

50 visitor days would be
forgone annually. The
impacts resulting from this
ugse shifting to other public
lands would be negligible.
One vehicle way 0.8 miles

. long would be closed.

The 6,685 acres would. be

withdrawvn from mineral entry
and mineral leasing. Con-
struction of 2 miles of
access road for exploratory
core drilling would be fore-
gone.

There would be no impact on

grazing facility maintenance.

Construction of a 3 mile
long allotment boundary
fence across the WSA would

be foregone.

There would be no impact to
two private Inholdings, 200
acres, within the WSA,
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There would be no impac

There would be a reduction of
the area's naturalness and
opportunities for solitude

-and primitive and unconfined

recreation.

I

gt

recreational OQORV use.

The entire 6,685 acres would.
be .available for mineral
entry and mineral leasing.
Construction of 2 miles of
access road and exploratory
core drilling. for wmoderate
potential of gold and silver
deposits is predicted to
occur.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance.
Construction of a 3 mile
long allotment boundary
fence across the WSA would
occur.

There would be no impact to
two private parcels, 200
acres.
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CHAPTER 3

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

CEDAR RIDGE WSA (NV-010-088)

General Characteristics

The Cedar Ridge WSA lies approximately 23 air wmiles south of Elko, Nevada.

The dominant topographic feature of the unit 1s the single north-south ridge-

line. The west side of the ridge has a short uptilted remnant bench, which is
deeply dissected. The east side of the ridge is severely ercded and gullied.

The highest point within the unit 1s Hilton Peak near the northern boundary at
7,151 feet. The lowest elevation ig 5,600 feet on the flats along the eastern
boundary. :

Numerous wildlife specieé, including deer, sage grouse, Swainson and

Land Status

The Cedar Ridge WSA contalns 10,009 acres of public land. There are no
private or state lands within the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalgess

The WSA generally appears natural. Although man-made facilities exist they

. are subtle and possible to escape 1In much of the WSA, Two ways totalling five

niles extend into the unit. Also evident are three allotment boundary barbed
wire fences totalling 6% miles (Map 3—-1). The northern three-mile section is
not bladed. The other two segments are bladed and their path through the
juniper trees 1s easily noticeable. The northeastern portion of the WSA
contains an old burn, remmnant fire breaks and Hansel Well, with its associated
water trough and corrals. Two pit reservoirs also exist near the western and
southeastern boundaries of the WSA.

Solitude

The WSA provides the best opportunities for solitude in the west side bench
and deeply dissected draws due to topographiec screening and vegetative
screening provided by dense Utah juniper. The juniper stands on the east side
offer good solitude with dense vegetative screening but lack any topographic
relief. The single narrow configuration of the ridge provides liwmited
solitude with 1ittle opportunities. to avoid others.

* Primitive and Unconflned Recreation

Primitive recreational activities available include hiking, backpacking,
camping, hunting, horseback riding, and wildlife observation. The lack of

water and lack of diversity of recreational areas limit the attractiveness and
potential for outstanding recreational oprortunities within the WSA,
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The WSA lacks any challenging hiking terrain. It could be explored by the
average hiker in a day's time. . To fully explore the WSA might require two

“days, although the inclination to do so would be low.

Special Features

The unit has good quality vistas, small populations of deer and predators, and
some plcturesque twisted, burned juniper trees and stumps. The WSA is an

‘example of an isolated Great Basin juniper woodland. These features

contribute to the WSA but fzil to enhance its suitability as wilderness.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA has little recreational ORV use, about 70 annual recreation visitor
days. Most off-road vehicle use occurs in association with i1illegal wood
harvesting activities. Terrain and vegetation limit ORV access and use occurs
in approximately 50 percent of the WSA.

Mineral Resources

Map 3-2 depicts areas of mineral favorablility within the Cedar Ridge WSA as

.reported in the Geology, Energy, and Minerals (GEM) Report. The mineral

favorability classification system is explained and favorability for GEM
Resources shown in Table 3-1 below.

The dominant physiographic feature is a north-trending ridge of Paleozolc

- limestone. The lilmestone forws an anticline, the limbs of which dip

moderately to the east and west. The WSA 1s within the block-faulted basin
and range province, however, no major faults are indicated on geologic maps of
the area by Smith and Ketmer (1975).

As of December 1985 there were portions of six post-FLPMA mining claims in the
gouthwest corner of the WSA (Map 3-2). They were located by Cominco American
in September 1983, apparently for precious metals. No activities requiring a
43 CFR 3802 plan—of-operation have occurred on the claims to date.

Stream sediment concentrate samples (Quade and Tingley, 1984) show

geochemically anomalous concentrationg of barium and occasionally silver in

_areas draining from Paleozolc limestone terrains within the W5A. Whole rock

samples from areas of Paleozolc limestone, although rather few, show anomalous
concentrations of arsenic, antimony, and mercury which are good indicators of
potential precious metal mineralization. The WSA is also along the most
significant gold trend (in terms of production) in the U.S. Area M1-3C (Map

3-2) is classified as moderately favorable for precious metals mineralization
and barite.

Area Ul-3B (Map 3-2) is underlain by rock simllar to the host rock containing
uraniun mineralization. However, increased distance from mineralized areas
along with dissimilar ages of host rock and veneers of quaternary gravels
reduce the level of this confidence rating.
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TABLE 3-1

Mineral Favorability of the
Cedar Ridge WSA

CLASSIFICATICN CONFIDENCE
COMMODITY LEVEL LEVEL REMARKS

Metals/Non-Metals
Metals/Non-Metals
Geothermal
Uranium/Thorium

Area M1-3C, Map 3-2
Rest of WSA

Area Ul-3B, Map 3-2
Rest of WSA

Coal

0il1l and Gas

Tar Sands/0Oil Shale
Limestone
Bentonilte

Diatomite

Zeolites

Barite Area M1-3C, Map 3-2
Rest of WSA
Turquoige

Perlite
Phosphate
Paleontology
Sand & Gravel

PO RERRERBDWONENDESENDEREWRH DWW
goaaoawaooaowogsoa@YEgon

LEGEND: Favorability of the Geologic Environment to Contﬁin GEM Resources.
Class 1 — Unfavorable

Class 2 - Low Favorability
Class 3 - Moderate Favorability
Class 4 - High Favorability

Confidence Level A - Insufficient data or no direct evidence
Confidence Level B — Indirect evidence avallable

Confidence Level C - Direct evidence but quantitatively minimal
Confidence Level D - Abundant direct and indirect evidence

The WSA is highly favorable for oil and gas. Noncommercial oil and gas
discoveries have been reported in Tertiary strata near Jiggs, Nevada about six
miles southwest of the WSA. A dry hole was drilled by Texaco 1in 1981 about -
ten miles north of the WSA., This wildcat did not test the Paleozoic section
which is producing in Pine Vallevy, 25 miles southwest of the WSA, In 1984
ARCO submitted an Application for Permit to Drill (APD) an exploration well
through both the Tertiary and Paleozolc strata three miles northwest of the
WSA, Seismic o011 and gas exploration was very active near the WSA during 1983
and 1984, The entire WSA was leased for oil and gas in 1983, Subsequently
some of the leagses have terminated. Due to high industry interest in the area

it is highly probable that the entire WSA would be leased if available for
leasing.
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Based on favorable oil maturation levels, excellent source rocks, nearby oil-
~ production and shows, and a favorable structural setting, the U.S.G:.S. .
! (Sandberg, 1983) rated the WSA as a prime area for petroleum exploration with-
 high potentlial. Potential source rocks include Paleozoic marine strata
(Chainoman Shale, Webb Formation, and Nevada Dolomite) and Eocene lacustrine
oil shales of the Elko Formation. '

o

The WSA contains no geothermal features or requisite geologic criteria in the
.area which would indicate favorability for geothermal resources. Therefore, _
it 1s rated unfavorable for geothermal resources. All other leasable minerals
are unlikely to occur in the WSA.

Upper Pennsylvania and Permian strata contain sparse, local, very ‘
fossiliferous beds having an invertebrate faunma consisting of brachiopods,
bryozoans, crinoid columnals, foraminifera, and gastropods (Smith and Ketner, -
1975). The Moleen Formation contains an abundant invertebrate fauna ’
consisting of corals, echinoderms, bryozoans, brachiopods, foraminifera, and

pelecypods. The WSA 1s rated moderately favorable for paleontological
regources. - ’

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA 1y allotted for livestock grazing. It includes porticns of
three allotments: Hansel, Sleeman, and Dixie Creek. These three allotments
are operated by two permittees and total 385 AUMs within the WSA. '

i Allotment. This allotment is operated under a rotational grazing system.

" Ecologlcal status is rated as earlvy to mld-seral stage. Most operations
involving the 150 AUMs and maintenance of an existing fence within the WSA are
primarily accomplished by horseback. About 29 percent of the WSA (western
portion) is within the Sleeman Allotment. Within the WSA there are 85 AUMs.
Cattle are grazed from May to August. Ecologic status is rated as early to’
mid-seral stage. Cattle are gathered by horseback within the WSA portion of
the allotment. The allotment contains one pit reservoir just inside the

western WSA boundary which might periodically require repair or maintenance by
motorized equipment. '

(:;) About 48 percent of the WSA (northeéstern portion) is within the Hansel

About 23 percent of the WSA (southern portiom) is within the Dixie Creek
Allotment. It is operated from May to July with 150 AUMs within the WSA.
Ecological status 1s rated as mid-seral stage. The allotment contains two
bladed fencelines. . A pit reservoir 1s in the WSA's southeast corner. Fence
maintenance has been accomplished by vehicle and horseback. The pit reservoir
is comnected to the south boundary road by a vehicle way and will periodically
requlre heavy equipment for maintenance and repair. Cattle gathering and
salting operations have been accomplished within the WSA by vehicles and

horseback. Much of this allotment within the WSA is readily traversed by
off-road cross country vehicles.

“WJoodland Products

The Cedar Ridge WSA contains 4,940 forested acres of pinyon pine and Utah
; Juniper, a forested inventory of about 50,400 standing cords of wood, and a
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projected inventory of 197,600 total harvestable pbsﬁs‘iuap 3-3). Based on é»: .

reestablishment rotational basis of 200 years, Cedar Ridge WSA could ‘support
an annual harvest of about 250 cords of wood and about 500 fence posts.
Because of the relatively mild terrain and close proximity to Elko, in
relation to other forested areas, the WSA has a high potential for belng a
major supply source of woodland products to Elko residents. It could supply
about 18 percent of the local demand for firewood, based on average annual
permit sales in 1983 .and 1984, .

RED SPRING WSA (NV-010-091)

General Characteristics

The Red Spring WSA lies approximately 20 miles south of Elko, Nevada. The
elevation varies between about 5,500 to 6,400 feet. The core of the WSA is an
east titled block of limestone. The remaining area is éomprised of soft .
Tertiary sedimentary rocks forming rounded weathered hills and eroded
drainages. The area is a dense woodland of pinyon pive and Utah juniper.

Numerous wildlife species, including deer, sage grouse, golden eagles and
other raptors are found within the WSA, '

Land Status

The Red Spring WSA contains 7;847 acres of public land. There are no private

_or state lands within the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

The WSA generally appears natural. Although man-made facilities exist they
are subtle and possible to escape. Two ways totalling one half mile exist
within the WSA (Map 3-4). The WSA also contains evidence of woodland product
harvesting. Faint vehicle tracks thought to be assoclated with woodcutting,
are often encountered in the relatively easily traversed terrain. Ax and saw
cut stumps are evident in much of the WSA. Stumps estimated to be at least 80
yvears old are common.

Solitude

The heavily forested area offers outstanding solitude because of vegetative
screening. The WSA 1in general provides ample opportunities to find seclusion
although the two eastern most sectlions and several areas along the western
boundary offer almost no opportunities for solitude due to their total lack of
topographic and vegetative screening.

‘Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

Primitive recreational activitiles available include hiking, backpacking,
photography, camping, hunting, horseback riding, and wildiife observation.
The lack of water, diversity of recreational areas and vegetation, and
geologic formatlons 1limit the attractiveness and potential for ocutstanding

recreational opportunities within the WSA.
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Special Features

(ji)'The unit has a few good quality vistas, small Dopulationa of deer and
‘predators, and some pilcturesque twisted burned juniper trees and stumps. This
WSA is an example of an 1isolated Great Basin juniper woodland. These features
contribute to the WSA but fall to enhance its suitability as wilderness.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use S

The WSA has little current recreational ORV use, probably about 125 annual
recreation visitor days. Most off-road vehicle use occurs in association with
wood harvesting activities.

Mineral Resources

Map 3-5 deplcts areas._.of wineral favorability within the Red Snring WSA as
reported in the GEM Report. The mineral favorability ¢lassification system is
explained and favorability for GEM resources is shown in Table %gg;bglow.-_

The dominant physiographic feature is a north-trending low rounded ridge of
Miocene Humboldt Formation sedimentary strata and Permian limestone. The
strata generally dip moderately to the east. The major structural feature is

a high angle normal fault trending north—south in .the north central portidn of
the WSA. N

As of December 1985 there were no mining claims or any evidence of mineral
development in the WSA. A uraniun anomaly occurs about one mile northeast of
(i?};he WSA where workings comnsist of several dozer cuts. The best uranium
“‘mineralization seems to be along the silicified margin of a
limestone/sandstone contact, where samples containing 240 to 440 ppm U30g
.wera reported by Percival and Bright (1982). Another uranium occurrence was
reported by Percival -and Bright (1982) in tuffs about six miles north of the
WSA. Although the source of uranium and mode of deposition are not well
understood, it is evident that the Humboldt Formation and possibly most of the
Tertiary section comprising most of the WSA is a favorable host for titanium
mineralization;a On the basis of this data, Area Ul-3C is rated moderately

favorable for uranmium (Map 3-5). :The remainder of- the- ‘WSA is unfavorable for
uranium (Area U2-1C, Map 3-53). : .

Quade and Tingley (1984) report high bariim values in stream sediment samples
from many of the channels draining the WSA. No source for the barium was
found. The WSA is rated maderately favorable for barite. The WSA has 1ow
favorability or is unfavorable for other locatable minerals. '

The WSA is highly favorable for oil and gas. ancommercial oil and gas
discoveries have been reported in’tertiary strata near Jiggs, Nevada abéut six
miles southwest of the WSA. A dry hole was drilled by Texaco in 1981 about
five miles north of the WSA. This wildcat did not test the Paleozoic section
- which -is- productive in Pine Vallev 25 mlles southwest of the WSA. 1In 1984
ARCO drilled through both the Tertiary and Paleozolc strata three mliles west
of the WSA. Seismic o0ll and gas exploration has continued at a high level
near the WSA from 1983 to 1986. The entire WSA was leased for oil and gas in
11983. Subsequently some of the leases have terminated. Due to high industry
Interest in the area it is highly probable that the entire WSA would be leased
... if available for leasing.. -

ao% s
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TABLE 3-2

(ji)} Mineral Favorability of the
S _ * Red Spring WSA

CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENCE

COMMODITY LEVEL LEVEL REMARKS
Metals/Non-Metals 2 C
Geothermal 1 D
Uranium/Thorium 3 C -Area U1-3C
1 B Rest of WSA
Coal : 1 C
01l and Gas - 4 C
Tar Sands/0il Shale 2 B
Limestone 4 C Econonile factors
would reduce
A classificatiqn g
- considerably.
Bentonite 2 C
Diatomite 1 B
Zeolites 2 Cc
Barite 3 C
Turguoise 1 B
Perlite 1 c
. Phosphate 1 c
(ij}}Paleontology 3 C
- /Sand & Gravel 4 C Economice factors

would reduce
classification
considerably.

LEGEND: Favorability of the Geologic Environment to Contain GEM Resources.
Class 1 - Unfavorable

Class 2 - Low Favorability

Class 3 — Moderate Favorabllity

-Class 4 — High Favorability

Confidence Level A - Insufficlent data or no direct evidence
Confidence Level B — Indirect evidence available

Confidence Level C - Direct evidence but quantitatively minimal
Confidence Level D - Abundant direct and indirect evidence
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Based on favorable oil maturation levels, excellent source rocks, nearby oil
production and shows, and a favorable structural setting, the U.5.G.S.
{Sandberg, 1983) rated the WSA as a prime area for petroleum exploration with
high potential. Potential source rock includes Paleozoic marine strata

" {(Chainman Shale, Webb Formation, and Nevada Dolomite) and Eocene lacustrine
oil shales of the Elko Formation.

The WSA contains no geothermal features or requisite geologic criteria in the
area which would indicate favorability for geothermal resources. The WSA is
rated unfavorable for geothermal resources. All other leasable minerals are
unlikely to occur in the WSA.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA 1s allotted for livéstock grazing, including portions of the
Crane Springs and Hansel Allotments. These allotments are operated by two
permittees and total 482 AUMs within the WSA.

About 99 percent of the WSA is within the Crane Springs:Allotment. It ig
operated under a. season long grazing system and has 456 AUMs within the WSA.
About one percent of the WSA Is withipn the Hansel Allotment. It is
voluntarily operated under a rotation grazing system. The ecologic status of
both allotments is early to mid-seral stage. No range improvement projects
have been proposed which would involve the WSA. S

Woodland Products

The Red Spring WSA contains approximately 3,200 forested acres of pinyon pine
and Utah juniper (Map 3-6). The WSA has a forested inventory of 32,700
standing cords of wood and a projected inventory of 128,200 posts. Basing
reestablishment on a 200-year rotation, the WSA could support an annual
harvest of about 150 cords of firewood and about 320 fence posts. The Red -
Spring WSA has a high potential for being a major firewood source for Elko, 20
miles to the north, and is capable of supplying about 12 percent of the local
woodland product demand based on the annual average wood permit sales for 1983
and 1984,
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LITTLE HUMBOLDT RIVER WSA (NV-010-132)

General Characteristics

The Little Humboldt River WSA lies about 65 miles northwest of Elko, Nevada, -
and about three miles north of Midas, Nevada. The study area i1s primarily the
upper drainage basin of the South Fork Little Humboldt River, situated between
the middle slopes of the Snowstorm Mountalns on the west, Castle Ridge on the
East, and Owyhee Bluffs on the south. The 12 miles of the Little Humboldt
River; Winters and Castle Ridge; Snowstorm Flat; Bush, Winters,. Snowstorm, and
First Creeks and Oregon Canyon congtitute the main featutres of the area.

Mumerous wildlife specles including deer, antelope, sage grouse, chukar,

quail, golden eaglesg, prairie falcons, American kestrels, and other raptors -
occur in the WSA. 1In December 1985, California Bighorn Sheep, a state 1isted
sengitive specles, were reintroduced ‘to the area by the Nevada Department of
Wildlife. 1In December 1986, an additional release of California Bighorn' Sheep
occurrgd. Lahontan cutthroat trout, a threatened specles, also exist within #%§
the WSA. ST

Land Status

The Little Humboldt River WSA contains 42,213 acres of public land. 1In
addition there are five private parcels totalling 480 acres within the WSA
boundary (Map 3-7).

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

The WSA generally appears natural. Although man—made facilities exist they
are possible to escape in much of the WSA. Four ways totalling 14.0 miles
extend into the WSA. Thirteen and one half miles of barbed wire fence is
found throughout the WSA. Approximately half of this fencing was constructed
in 1984 for enhancement of riparian vegetation along the South Fork Humboldt
River. Much of this fencing consists of short segments constructed across
draws and canyons to control 1mpacts on the WSA from wild horses and livestock
and is not noticeable. The remaining fences were constructed in 1985 as
pasture fences and extend westward from near the confluence of First Creek and
the Little Humboldt River. These fences are temporary and may not remain if
wilderness designation occurs.

Solitude

The size of the 42,213 acre WSA, its configuration, and the presence of enly
81lx access routes ald in the opportunities for solitude. Vegetative screening
is excellent only along the wmain stream and its side creeks. The wide flats
to the west of the canyon area offer little topographic screening from other
users. The rolling hills over much of the area offer moderate screening.
Overall, within the WSA, there are numerous areas where outstanding
opportunities for solitude exist.
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Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

The. deeply dissected, narrow twisted volcanic canyons, and creek confluences,
with their spire-like formations, offer outstanding opportunities for
rhotography, rock climbing, hiking, fishing and exploring. The mouths of the
creeks offer equal attractions away from the main canyon. A significant
opportunity exists for viewing and photographing wild and free roaming
horses. The entire WSA is used by wild horses and consists of nearly equal
amounts of year-round and summer wild horse range. The lack of vegetative
screening, wide flat mesas and rolling hills between the entremched creeks are
an enhancement for viewlng wild horses., The numerous dralnages and rock
formations offer almost unlimited opportunities to sneak within close viewing
distance of bands of wild horses in the open areas or for close encounters
where they trail through narrow rocky gorges. The year round presence of the
bands somewhere within the unit is unique.

Opportunities for hiking vary from fair in the flats to very difficult within
the canyon area. Trips would average two to five days. Excellent camping
exists among the aspens along thé“streams. Good camping opportunities occur
within the canyon areas. Falr to poor camping opportunities are present
within the northern third of the WSA as limited sheltered sites along the
river and the lack pf water away from the river 1limit this activity.

Due to the presence of horse tralls, the area provides excellent horseback
riding opportunities. It would easily take a three day trip to fully explore
the WSA.

The river provides good fishing opportunities for Lahontan cutthroat trout.
The population averages about 400 of these trout per mile of stream.

The rugged high rock formations combined with the good condition of the
riparian areas support a high population of cliff-nesting raptors, providing
outstanding opportunities for nature study. Prairie falcons and golden eagles

nest within the WSA. Chukar and valley quail can also be observed along the
drainages.

A licensed outfitter and gulide from Midas, just south of the WSA, started
operations in 1985, No use data is yet avallable, however, it is his

intentlon to operate within the WSA and the adjacent Snowstorm Mountains
during the deer season.

Speclal Features

The WSA provides a unique area for study of a transition zone containing
portions of the southern Owyhee Cold Desert and the lower slopes of a Basin
and Range aspen forest without the typlcal pinyon pine and juniper woodlands.
Within the northern portion of the WSA, Artemesia packardiae, a rare sagebrush
of concern to the Nevada Native Plant Society, is thought to occur.

+

An estimated 150 to 200 wild horses exist within the unit, with the peak in
sumnmer. With an average band size of six to eight horses, there are numerous
bands spread throughout the WSA,

50



.Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

-} The WSA has little recreational ORV use, probably about 140 annual recreation
visitor days. Most off-road vehlcle use occurs in association with deer
hunting and upland bird hunting.

Mineral Resources

Map 3-8 depicts areas of mineral favorability within the Little Humboldt River
WSA as reported in the GEM Report. .The mineral favorability classification
system is explained in Table 3-3 below. .

TABLE 3-3

Mineral Favorability of the
Little Humboldt River WSA

Metals M1-3C 3 C Au, Ag
R M1-2C 2 B Au, Ag
M4-1B 1 B :
Geothermal Entire WSA 1 B
Uranium/Thorium Entire WSA 1 A
Coal Entire WSA 2 B
0il and Gas - Entire WSA 2 B
Tar Sands/
0il Shale Entire WSA 1 C
~  Limestone Entire WSA 2 C
(f;}} Bentonite Entire WSA 2 c
" Diatomite Entire WSA 1 B
Clinoptilolite Entire WSA 1 A
Barite M1, M2, M3 2 B
Turquolsge M4 1 B
Entire WSA 2 A
Perlite Entire WSA 1 B
Phosphate Entire WSA 2 A
Palentology Entire WSA 1 B

LEGEND: Favorability of the Geologic Environment to Contain GEM Resources

Class 1 - Unfavorable

Class 2 - Low Favorability
Class 3 - Moderate Favorability
Class 4 —~ High Favorability

Confidence Level A — Insufficient data or no direct evidence.
Confidence Level B ~ Indirect evidence available

Confidence Level C - Direct evidence but quantitatively minimal.
Confidence Level D Abundant direct and indirect evidence.
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The WSA is entirely underlain by Tertiary voleanics. The geology and ore
. deposits of the Gold Circle Mining Distriet (southern portion of the WSA) are .
* well described by Rott, 1930, and many rock units underlying the WSA occur in

the mining district.

Volcanic activity in Nevada 1s categorized by two periods of volcanism which
occurred between 43 and 17 million vears ago and again between 17 to 6 million .
years ago (Stewart, 1980). Mineralization in the vicinity of the WSA occurs
in the older volcanics while the younger volcanlecs are barren.

Three rock types have been identified in the older volcanics. They are
pre-andesite rhyolite, and sites and post-andesite rhyolite. All these rock
types are altered, mineralized, faulted, and introduced by dikes (Rott, 1930).

The older volcanic group is unconformably overlain by unaltered and
unmineralized rhyolite welded tuff (Cougar Point Tuff) dated 12.2 nm.y.
(Stewart, 1980). Also occurring in the WSA are younger volcanles chiefly
conslsting of rhyolite flows and domes witg_subordinate amounts of tuffaceous
siltstone and sandstone, conglomerate, and'limestone. Basalt crops out in the
northeast portion of the WSA. -

As of December 1985 portions of nine post~FLPMA lode claims (112 acres) are
located on the southern and western boundaries of the WSA (Map 3-8). These
claims are in an area of altered volcanlics designated M1-3C. No development

. has occurred on these claims within the WSA, however, a few trenches have been

dozed-in just outside the WSA. Rocks from Area M1-3C are in some places
altered, brecciated, silicified, and iron stained. The most distinctive

. feature 1s the alteration which bleaches the rocks white. Elevén samples were

taken in Area M1-3C and analyzed for gold and silver. Low but anomalous

“amounts of silver were detected in most samples (Brooks, 1983). No gold was

detected. Based on alteration and known mineral occurrences, Area M1-3C is
moderately favorable for gold and silver. The only evidence of mineral
development in the WSA consists of a few prospect plts 1n Areas M1-3C and

- M2-3C.

Area M2-3C i1s moderately favorable for precious metals. Stream sediment
samples by Tingley and Quade (1984) delineated a broad zone of correlative
geochemical anomalies for barium, tin, copper, lead, zinc, and arsenic. Area
M3-2B has low favorabllity based on low, but geochemical anomalous values for -
tin, zinc, and barium in stream sediment samples. The remainder of the WSA,
Area M4-1B, is unfavorable for locatable minerals. :

There are no oll and gas leases in the WSA. The WSA is estimated as having
low favorability for oll and gas with a low level of confidence. Sandberg
(1983) rates the WSA as having low oil and gas potential, however, little data
specific to the WSA Is presented. Exxon Company conducted widespread seismic,
gravity, and wmagnetic survevs during 1984 on the Owyhee Degert to within a few
miles northeast of the WSA. Exxon has rated the area as having low

favorability based on rather sketchy data (personal communication, Blackgoat,
1983).
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The WSA contalins no geothermal features or réquiaite geologic criteria in the
area.which would indicate favorability for geothermal resources. The WSA is
unfavorable for geothermal resources (Terradata, 1983}.

The WSA is rated as having low favorability or is unfavorable for other GEM
resources. . :

Livestock Graziﬁg

The entire WSA is allotted for livestock grazing. It includes portions of the
Bullhead and Little Humboldt Allotments. These two allotments are operated by
two permittees and total 3,779 AUMs within the WSA.

About 87 percent of the WSA is within the Bullhead Allotment. It is

administered by the Winnemucca BLM District for grazing and wild horses by a
cooperative agreement with the Elko BLM Distriet. This allotment is under a
Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) which was signed on April 9,

1982. A final Allotment Management Plarn (AMP) was completed March 4, 1985 o
The AMP contains eleven pastures, of which all or portions of six are within e
the Little Humboldt River WSA. The AMP and CRMP is a combination of rest

‘rotation and deferred use systems. Both the AMP and CBMP are post-FLPMA and
-gubject to BIM's interim management policy. There are 3,013 AUMs for cattle
within the WSA in the Bullhead Allotment.

_'The Little Humboldt Allotment is administered by the Elko District. The

livestock permittee operates from April to October as licensed. There are 766

AUMs for cattle and domestic horses within the WSA in the Little Humboldt
Allotment.

Both vehicles and horses are utilized for livestock operations in both
allotments within the WSA.

Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) Habitat

Approximately 20.0 miles of LCT habltat exists within the WSA (Map 3-9). LCT
populations average about 400 per mile of stream. Conditions and quality of
the habitat vary considerably in relation to accessibility by livestock, but
is generally rated poor and declining. Reclamation potential for the river is
very high. Recently coupleted riparian fencing should correct past overuse.
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Land Status

ROUGH HILLS WSA (NV-010-151)

General Characteristics

The Rough Hills WSA lies approximately 60 air miles north of Elko, Nevada.
The topography of the WSA 1s extremely wountainous, includes eight drainages
and over two miles of the Bruneau River Canyon. The highest peak is 7,923
feet, approximately 2,000 feet above the Bruneau River.

Numerous wildlife species exist within the WSA. The area 1s key summer range
for mule deer. Chukar are common throughout the area with low to high

~densities. In addition, sage grouse, Sandhill cranes, Hungarian partridge,
"and valley quall are present. Migratory bald eagles have been observed along

the Bruneau River, however no sightings have been recorded within the WSA.
Furbearers such as river otter, muskrat, mink, raccoon, and beaver occur along

- Bruneau River and Copper Creek.

The Rough Hills WSA contains 6,685 acreés of public land. In addition, there
are two private parcels totalling 200 acres within the WSA boundaries (Map
3-10).

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

The WSA is matural. There are no roads, man—made improvements,.cherry-stems,
or .other intrusions except the 0.8 mile way in Inez Gulch within the southwest

corner of the WSA. The private parcels are also natural in their present
state,

Solitude

The topographic screening in the WSA 1s outstanding overall. The meandering
axis of the main ridge and the area to the west of the ridge offer screening
from encounters by recreationists. The area east of the ridgeline offers
excellent topographic screening with numerous winding drainages and the
Bruneau River Canyon.

Vegetative screening 1s less than outstanding overall because of the large
steep barren rock canyon faces. However, the tree and brush areas of the
canyons offer numerous well distributed Opportunities for experiencing
lsolated camping. Overall, there are numerous areas where outstanding
opportunities for solitude exist.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation
Recreation opportunities available in the WSA include backpacking, cawmping,
hiking, horseback riding, hunting, fishing, wildlife observation, floating,

sightseeing, photography, rock climbing, and gold panning. Decelving for its
compact size, the ruggedness and steepness of the WSA require two or three
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days to cover while hiking or backpacking. Movement within the area is
challenging and difficult as many routes require climbing on hands and knees.

Excellent day hikes are available along the lower drainages. Entering the WSA
from the boundary road on the northeast corner of the unit, Bruneau River and
Copper Creek offer excellent day hikes. The shallew river and assoclated
riparian habitat areas are easily traversed and attractive.

Horseback riding and outfitting occur in the WSA in associatton with hunting

.and fighing trips. The lack of trails and their ruggedness hamper riding for

pleasure and ‘1limit the area to expert riders.

Qutstanding oppoftunities for primitive recreation exist in the WSA because of
the diversity of .activities available.

Special -Features

The island-like effect of the Rough Hills WSA in relation to the mountain
ranges around it results in outstanding scenic value, Vistas of up to twenty
miles to the subalpine regions to the north, east, and west stand in contrast
to the steppe basin and range areas to the south. Mahogany forests, aspen
stands, and the river drainages generally appear in the middle to foreground
areas and add contrast to the scenic views. Excallent scenlc values also
exist -along Bruneau River and Copper Creek. The picturesque contrasts of
rugged rock formations, riparian meadows and vegetation, and the water body
offer scenlc values far from common in Nevada.

The contorted and eroded geoleogic features of the area are also unique as well
as picturesque. Canyon walls appear convoluted into grotesque formations
which invite exploration.

Rec¢reational 0ff-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA has little recreational ORV use, probably about 50 annual recreation
vigitor days. Most off-road vehicle use occurs In assoclation with hunting
activities. .

Mineral Resources

The mineral favorabllity for GEM resources in the Rough Hills WSA are shown in
Table 3-4.
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TABLE 3-4 .

(ij)? Mineral Favorability of the
‘ S R Rough Hills WSA : C '
Y - L .- CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENCE -
COMMODITY oo AREA - R " LEVEL . - - .LEVEL"
Metals . : .- Entire WSA 3. c
Geothermal - .. ~ - . - .Entire WSA 1 ¢
Uranium/Thorium Entire WSA 1 A
Coal Entire WSA 1 (O
0il and -Gas i . Entire WSA 2- B
.Tar Sands/011 Shale Entire WSA -1 c
Limestone Entire WSA 2 C
Bentonite Entire WSA 2 A
Diatomite Entire WSA 1 B
Clinoptilolite : . Entire WSA L1 B
Barite - Entire WSA R T A -
8ilica - . . - Entire WSA 3 - C
Phosphate . = = -+ . Entlre WSA -2 G
Palentology . Entire WSA -2 A -

LEGEND. Favorability of the Geologic Environment to Contain GEM Resources

Class - Least Favorable

1
- Class 2 - Low Favorability
,/Class-Sﬂv Moderate Favorability
‘Class 4 — ‘High Favorabllity

Confidence Level A - Insufficient data or no direct evidence.
Confidence Level B — Indirect evidence available

Confidence Level C - Direct evidence but quantitatively minimal
Confidence Level D — Abundant direct and indirect evidence.

The Rough Hills WSA 1is a rugged mountalnous area of mid-Tertilary rhyolite. -
flows, domes, plugs, and tuffs that have been incised by eastward-flowing
tributaries of .the Brunsau River. Older Tertiary voledanics crop out along the
southeastern portion of the Rough Hills while Triassic siltstones extend -along
the southwest boundary. Paleozoic limestones and quartzites of the Sun Flower
Formation following the westward margin of the WSA and older tertiary
volcanics, along with paleozoic and Cambrian quartzites, occur to the north
and east of the study area (Coash, 1967).

Headward eroslion along Cornwall Creek has captured the stream flow into
Cornwall Basin diverting it into the Bruneau River., Currently the gstream is
down~cutting the older volcanies that form the floor of Cornwall Basgin
exposing white rhyolite tuffs. The WSA is underlaln at an unknown, but
estlmated depth of 1,000 to 2,000 feet by Paleozoic sedimentary rocks.

59



The WSA is within the block-faulted basin and range province. One of the
major structures.in the vicinity is a northwest striking normal fault which .=~
follows the western edge of the Copper Mountains one to two miles- east of the
WSA. The fault down—drops Tertiary volecanic rocks. against Cambrian and Upper -
Paleozoic sediments which host mineralization in the area.

As of December 1985 there were. no recorded mining claims in the W8A,~ although :
0ld claiwm 'posts and a small placer gold proapect pit were noted at the - .
confluence . of Copper Creek and the Bruneau River. Except.for this prospect
pit there 15 no evidence of mineral -development In the WSA. A few holes were -
drilled in Paleozole siltstone. for precious metals one mile west of the-
southwest boundary of the WSA in 1984. Results from these drillings are not
known {Elko. District case files) - - : -

The Island Mountain mining district 1s adjacent to the Western boundary of the
WSA and derives its name from a prominent hill about five miles west of the
WSA where gold was discovered. in placer gravela near the Junetion of Gold. and
Martin Creeks in 1873 (Coash 1967)

The first ore deposits in the Island Mountain Mining district were discovered
at the headwaters of Rosebud Creek several miles northwest of the WSA. The
veins were characterized by high silver-lead content with minor gold; and in
some places copper—iron sulfides. Similar mineralization was found in the
same rocks and structures oa Pine Mountaln several miles North of the WSA.

The gold bearing placers of Gold, Martin, and Rosebud Creeks all originate on’
the sides of Rosebud Mountain and flow.to the.west (Bushnell, 1967). A fourth-
stream (Cornwall Creek) flows southeast between Rosebud and Pine Mountains,
into Cornwall  Basin, eastward along the northern wmargin of the WSA;-and. into
the Brumeau River.. A concentrate sample from this stream, -taken just north of
the Colvin Ranch, ran 70:parts per million (ppm) silver, 100 ppm gold, 3,000.
ppm lead, and 700 ppm Tungsten. There is no evidence that this stream has
ever been worked for placers (Quade and Tingley, 1984) :

About three quarters of a mile to the west of Cornwall Basin on the eastside
of Cornwall Mountain is the.site of the St. Elmo Mine. This mine was opened
in 1940 and closed in 1950 during which time extensive tunnels and workings

explored gold and silver bearing quartz veins, but there is no record of
production. .

The - Charleston Mining District extends dlong thé entire eastern bourdary of
the WSA and includes -the Bruneau River drainage from Dry: Créek south of
Charleston to Coon Creek 1l miles north of Charleston. The history of the.
district has been well documented by Schrader (1923) and Vanderburg (1936).
Briefly, the earliest discoverles were gold placers at Seventy-Six Creek' in
about 1876 with later placer discoveries at Badger, Pemnnsylvania, Union, and
Dry. Creeks, all tributaries of. the. Bruneau River.
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Lode mining of gold, silver, copper, antimony and barite from the Prunty,

Graham, Rescue, Slattery and Seventy-Six Mines began in 1905, continuing
(i“)‘ptermittently ontil the present. The host rocks are cherts, limeatones,
~ juartzites, sandstone and claystones of probably Ordovician age.

Samples within the WSA (Quade and Tingley, 1984) are generally indicative of
an unmineralized volcanic terrain, except for two panned concentrate samples...
One sample, from a drainage flowing from the southeast side of the WSA
collected near the contact between older and vounger volcanics, contained 150
prm silver and 200 ppm lead. The other sample from rhyolite on the
northeastern side of the WSA, contained 20 ppm silver.

The entire WSA i3 classified as moderately favorable for metallic minerals.
The confidence level is based on the presence of known minerals and mines on
all sides of the WSA.

Clearly, ranking the metallic mineral potential of the WSA is something of a
dilemma. The youthful volcanic pile that makes up the Rough Hills WSA does
not appear to be highly mineralized but the rocks surrounding: and underlying
the volcanics may contain metallic mineralization. Although the metallic -

" mineral potential is moderate, it may never be economically feasible to
discover and develop (Quade and Tingley, 1984).

As of March 1985 there were no oil and gas leases in the WSA.. The WSA is
clagsified ags having low favorability for oll and gas. Paleozoic sediments
are presumed to be over mature for oil generation in the vicinlty of the WSA
_ (Sandberg, 1983) due to heating by volecanic intrusive rock. Lower Tertiary
(?;ﬁ\ediments may have been heated to optimum maturity for oil generation,

...’ iowever, these sediments are very sparse in the vicinity of the WSA. Hence,
the low favorabllity for oil and gas. The high structural position (uplifted
mountainous terrain) of the WSA is also a limiting factor for oil and gas
accunulations.

The WSA 18 rated unfavorable for geothermal resources as there is no evidence
of geothermal activity, no very young volcanies, and no major faults in the
WSA (Mathews and Blackburn, 1983).

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA 1s allotted for livestock grazing. It includes portions of two
allotments; Rough Hills and Annie Creek. These two allotments are operated
by two permittees and total 1,024 AUMs within the WSA.

About 76 percent of the WSA and 887 AUMs are within the Rough Hills Allotument
while the remaining 24 percent of the WSA and 137 AUMs are in the Annie Creek
Allotment. Both allotments are run In common (not separated by a fence) and
graze cattle, sheep, and horses. The present ecological status of the
rangeland resource of both allotments within the WSA is good and is
categorized in the late sgseral stage. Past and current grazing management
within the WSA portion of the allotments has occurred without motorized
vehicles.
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" CHAPTER 4

'ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES.

CEDAR RIDGE WSA (NV-010-088)

Proposed Action7(No Wilderness Alternative)

Under the proposed action, the entire 10,009 acres of the Cedar Ridge WSA
would be recoumended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. e

The primnry impacts under this alternative relate to the harvest of woodland
products and mineral resource actions, and the reaulting impacts on wilderness
values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The euntire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness désfgﬁatiou and
none of the wilderness values on 10,009 acres would receive the. special
legislative protection provided hy wilderness designation.

No development of the six existing post-FLPMA mining claims -in the WSA i -
anticipated due to the absence of a known discovery. However, ‘because the WSA
is highly favorable for oil and gas, it is assumed for this analysis that
exploration of three 0il wells would take place within the WSA. - The .
exploration would include construction of ten miles of road and three drill
pads. The roads and pads would cause 40 acres of disturbance. " Another 60
acres would be disturbed by seismic line exploration SR

The 10 miles of exploration access roads would most likely protrude into the

WSA from the southern and western boundaries and would be obvious aiong the
WSA's ridgeline. This is the portion of the WSA that is most likely. to be
uged by the publie, Therefore, the WSA would no louger appear natural to the
average visitor. :

Mineral exploration activities would adversely impacf the wilderness value of
solitude. Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to minetal
exploration would lower the quality of solitude in the WSA. Outstanding
opportunities for solitude would be lost.

Sights and sounds from the collection of 250 cords of firewood and 500 fence
posts per year would have an adverse iwmpact on solitude and naturalness.
Canopy cover on approximately 40 acres per year would be thinned by about 60
percent as a result of wood harvest activities during the 200 year rotation
cycle. The sound of chainsaws would interrupt the feeling of solitude within
the WSA. Stumps and slash would also be evident in the WSA, adversely
affecting naturalness. '

Sights and sounds from recreatiomal off-road vehicle use would have an adverse

impact on solitude. However, this impact 1s expected to be slight since ORV
use is estimated to be about 70 visitor days annually and is expected to
remain below 200 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.
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Other reéecreation uses would increase slightly; bist would"remein at 1évé13"
below 200 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. This 1ncrease
would not significantly impact opportunitiee for solitﬁde. o

"A livestock water pipeline would be constructed in the WSA, however,

maintenance activities would not change. Livestock use would be maintained at
the existing level of 385 AUMs for the foreseeable future. Therefore, grazing
facility maintenance and construction actions would not affect wilderness

values in the WSA.

Conclusion. The Cedar Ridge WSA's wilderness values of naturalness, and
outstanding opportunities for solitude would be lost,

Impacts on Recreational O0ff-Road Vehicle Use'

The WSA would be open to ORV ugse, Over the long term ten miles of oll and gas
exploration road would be constructed within the WSA making the central
portion of the WSA more accessible to ORV use. Recreational ORV use would
remain below 200 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclugion., Although the area would be more accessible, recreational ORV
use  would remain below 200 visitor: days annually. There would be no-
significant impact on recreational . ORV use, :

Impacts on- Mineral Resource Actions °

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mineral entry. Areas (Map 3-2)
of moderate potential for precious metals, barite, and uranium would be
avallable for exploration and development. Due to the absence of a knowm
economic discovery it is unlikely that exploration activities or development
would occur.

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mineral leasing. The high
favorability for the occurrence of oil and gas with equal favorability under
the entire WSA would likely result in fifty miles of seismic exploration lines
which would disturb sixty acres. Exploration would likely result in three
wildcat wells being drilled. This would result in ten acres of disturbance
for construction of drill pads and two miles of constructed access roads which
would impact an additional thirty acres. No oll and gas discoveries are
predicted based on historic success ratios in Nevada.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on mineral resources in the Cedar-
Ridge WSA.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintemance and New Comstruction
Maintenance of the existing fences and pit reservoirs would not change. A
livegtock water pipeline would be built within the WSA. Therefore, the;e

would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or new construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or
new construction in the Cedar Ridge WSA.
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Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The Cedar Ridge WSA would be designated a firewood cutting area for public
use. The area would be managed under sustained yleld management practices,
which involves harvesting wood products at the same 200 year reestablishment
rate at which it grows. Seleetive thinning of stands would involve harvesting
about 40 acres per year of all trees larger than a six inch diameter. This
selective thiuning under sustained vield management on approximately 40 acres
per vear will result in a reduction of tree canopy overstory by about 60
percent and an increase in growth rate on the remaining trees of legss than 6
inch diameter and an increase in understory. vegetation from the reduced
competition. - -

Three miles of road would be constructed specifically for this purpose and
access routes also would be created by the passage of vehicles over time.
Harvest activities would be intense on mild topography and aloung roads and .
ways. Activity would be much less lntense on steeper terrain.

Concloéioﬁ. There would be no impact on woodland product harveat in the
Cedar Ridge WSA.

Irreversible and Irretrievable_Commitments of Resourceg and Adverse Impacts
Which Cannot Be Avoided

Nondesignation of the area as wilderness will result in loss of .solitude and
naturalness. Slight increases In motorized activities from ORV use and
woodcutting along oll well roads would vesult in mino; adverse impacts.

Relationship Betﬁeen Local ShoftJTerﬁ.Uses;of Man's Enviroﬁment and . the
Maintenance Enhancement of. Long-Term Productivity

All present short-~term uses would continue and preclude enhancement of
long—term productivity. The most significant change over the long-term would
regult from wood harvest activities under sustained yield management. The
pinyon-juniper ecosystem over the long-term would result in an even-aged
juvenile stand of trees. The density of the grassland ecosystem would.
increase as a result of thinning of the pinyon—-juniper overstory.

A1l Wilderness Altérnative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 10,009 acres‘of public land in the
Cedar Ridge WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the elimination of
woodland product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV closure in the
designated wilderness and the resulting effects on woodland product harvest
and mineral exploration, recreational ORV use, and the protection of

wlilderness wvalues.
Impacts on Wilderness Values
Under the All Wilderness Alternative all 10,009 acres of the Cedar Ridge WSA

would be recommended sultable for wilderness designation and all wilderness
values would be protected over the long-term by leglslative mandate.
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Wilderness values of size, naturalness, opportunities for solitude, and the

supplemental features of diversity of wildlife, and vistas would be retained
in the WSA. Wilderness designation would withdraw the WSA from mineral entry
and exploration of three oil and gas wells and seismic lines would no:-OCcut.

Wilderness designation would close the entire 10,009 acres of the Cedar Ridge
WSA to all forms of woodland product harvest and recreational ORV use.
Although encounters between ORV users and others are infrequent at current use
levels, the elimination of wood cutting and ORV use would enhance
opportunities for solitude. The improvement in the area's naturalness as a
result of ORV closure would be marpginal since the existing level of use is
only 70 visitor days per year.

Livestock grazing and range management actions would not affect wilderness
values ‘in the WSA because no new range developments would oceur in the WSA and
maintenance activities would not change.

Conclusion. Wilderness values would be slightly enhanced on all 10,009
acres of the Cedar Ridge WSA.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderneass designation would close the entire 10,009 acre Cedar Ridge WSA to
all forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 70
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA, Public land that
offers similar or superior opportunities for recreatiomal ORV use is located
throughout the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA
would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclugsion. Recreational ORV use of 70 visitor days would be foregone

annually. The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would
be negligible.

Impacts on Mineral Resource Actions

All lands within the Cedar Ridge WSA would be withdrawn from mineral entry.
Exploration would be precluded from areas of moderate potential for precious
metals, barite, and uranium. Due to the absence of a known economic

discovery, it is not predicted that any development of these minerals would be
foregone.

All lands within the WSA would be withdrawn from mineral leasing. Exploration
for the highly favorable occurrence of o0il and gas resources would be
precluded. Fifty miles of seismic line and three wildcat wells with forty
acres of drill pad and road construction disturbance would be precluded.

Based on historic Nevada success ratios, no oll or gas discoveries are
predicted to be foregone.

Conclusion. There would be adverse impacts to oll and gas exploration

activities in the Cedar Ridge WSA. As no economic discoverles are
predicted, there would be no lmpacts to mineral development.
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Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and New Construction

Maintenance of the existing fences would not change and no new range
. developments would occur within the WSA. Therefore, there would be no impacts

on grazing facility maintenmance but comstruction of a livestock water pipeline
would be forgone.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance.
Construction of a new livestock water pipeline would be forgone in the
- Cedar Ridge WSA.

Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The WSA would not be designated a public firewood cutting area. The harvest
of up to 250 cords of wood and 500 fence posts per year would be forgome.

Conclusion, The harvest of woodland products would be forgonme. This

would require users to expend up to 1% hours more time traveling to other
areas capable of supplying this resource commodity.
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"RED SPRING WSA (NV-010-091)

(f‘)) Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

Under the proposed action, the entire’ 7, 847 acres of the Red Spring WSA.would
be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the harvest of woodland
products and exploration for.miner;l resources and the resulting impacts on
wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation and
none of the wilderness values on 7,847 acres would receive the apecial
legislative protection prOvided by willderness designation..

Since there are no existing mining claims within the WSA, no mineral
exploration is anticipated. However, because the WSA is highly favorable for
oil and gas, it is assumed for this analysis that exploration of three wildcat
wells would take place within the WSA. The exploration would include
‘construction of ten miles of road and three drill pads. The roads and pads

would cause 40 acres of disturbance. Another 60 acres would be disturbed by
gseismic line exploration.

The ten miles of exploration access roads would most likely protrude iato the
WSA from the west and would. be obvious along the WSA's ridgeline. This is the

(i;“\\portion of the WSA that is most likely to be used by the public. Therefore,
the WSA would no longer appear natural to the average visitor.

Mineral exploration activities would adversely impact the wilderness value of
solitude. Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to minperal
exploration would lower the quality of solitude in the WSA. Outstanding
opportunities for solitude would be lost.

Sights and sounds from the collection of 150 cords of firewood and 320 fence
posts per yvear would have an adverse impact on solitude and naturalness. The
sound of chainsaws would interrupt the feeling of solitude within the WSA and
stumps and dying slash would also be evident in the WSA on about 40 acres per
vear of disturbance during the 200 year rotation cycle. Approximately two
miles of access road would be constructed over the long-term.

Sights and sounds from recreational off-road vehicle use would have an adverse -
impact on solitude. However, thils impact is expected to be slight since ORV
use is estimated to be 125 visitor days annually and is expected to remain

below 350 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. '

.Other recreation use would increase slightiy, but would remaln at levels below

350 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. This increase would not
significantly impact opportunities for solitude.
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Activities to maintain range developments would not change. Livestock use
would be walntained at the existing level of 482 AUMs for the foreseeable
future. Therefore, grazing facility maiatenance and comstruction actions
would not affect wilderness values in the WSA.

Conclusion. The Red Spring WSA's wilderness values of naturalness, and
outstanding opportunities for solitude would be lost.

Impacts 6ﬁ'Recreationa1 0ff-Road Vehicle Use -

The .-WSA would be open to ORV use, Over the.long term ten miles of road for
oll and gas exploration would be constructed within the WSA making the central
portion of the WSA more accessilble to ORV use. Recreational ORV uge would
remain below 350 visitor days aunnually for the foreseeable future,

Conclusion. Although the area»would be more accessible, recreational ORV
use would remain below 350 visitor days annually. There would be no
aignificant impact on recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Mineral Rescurce Actions . ‘;ww

All lands within the Red Spring WSA would remain open for mineral eantry.

Areas of moderate potential for barite and uranium would be available for
exploration and.  development. Due to the absence of a known economic discovery
it 15 unlikely that exploration activities or development would occur.

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mineral leasing. The high
favorability for the occurrence of 0il and gas resources with equal
favorability under the entire WSA would 1likely result in fifty miles of
seismic exploration lines which would disturb sixty acres. -Exploration would
likely result in the drilling of three wildcat wells. This would result in
ten acres of disturbance for the construction of drill pads and two miles of
constructed access roads which would impact an additional thirty acres. No

oll or gas discoveries are predicted based on historic success ratios in
Nevada.

Conclusion. There would be no impacts on mineral resources in the Red
Spring WSA. ‘

Impacés on Grazing Facility Haintéhance and New Construction

Maintenance of the existing Red Spring .would not change and no new range ‘
developments are planned within the WSA. Therefore, there would be no impact
on grazing facility maintenance or construction.

Cbnclusipn; There would be no 1mpact on grazing facility malntenance or
construction in the Red Spring W5SA.

Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The WSA would be designated a public firewood cuttiﬁg area and up to 150 cords
of wood and 320 fence posts per year would be harvested. Approximately 40

acres per year would be avallable for a sizty percent thinning to supply wood
products. The area would be managed under sustained yield management
practices, which involves harvesting wood products at the same 200 year
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reestablishment rate at whieh it grows. About 2 miles of sccess road would be
constructed over the long- term. ‘Approximately 12 percent. ‘of the local demand_

‘(iﬁ) for firewood ‘and posts ‘could be supplied bv this area.,

A -

"/ The nrimery impacts under this elternative‘relate to_the elimination of

, Conclusion. There would be no impact on woodland product harvest in the
- Red Spring WSA. .

Irreversible ‘and. Irretrievsble Coumi tments of Resources and Adverse Impscts
Which Cannot Be Avoided :

Nondesignation of the area as wilderness will result in loss, of solitude and
naturalness. Slight increases in motorized activities from ORV use and
woodcutting along oil well roads would result in minor adverse impacts.

Beletionship Between Local ShortJTerm Uses of Man 8 Environment and the
Haintenance Enhancement of Long-TErm Productivity

All. oresent short—term uses would continue . and preclude enhancement of
long=~term productivity. The most significant change over the long-term would
result from wood harvest activities under sustained yield management. The
pinyon—juniper ecosystem over the long-term would result in an even-aged
“juvenile. stand of trees. The density of the grassland ecosystem would.
increase as a result of the thinning of the pinyon—juniper overstory.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, -all 7,847 acres of public land ia the
Red Spring.  WSA would be recommended suitahle for wilderness designation.

woodland - product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV closure in the
deSiéneted"wilderness and the resulting effects on woodland product harvest
and miheral exploration, recreational ORV use, and the protection of
wilderness values.

Impacts on Wilderness‘Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative all 7,847 acres of the Red Spring WSA
would be recommended suiltable for wilderness designation and all wilderness
values would be protected over the long-term by legislative mandate.
Wildetness values of size, naturalness, opportunities for solitude, and the
supplemental features of diversity of wildlife, and vistas would be retained
in the WSA. Wilderness designation would withdraw the WSA from mineral entry
and exploration of three oil and gas wells and seismic lines would not occur,

Wilderness designation would close the entire 7,847 acres of the Red Spring
WSA to all forms of woodland product harvest and recreational ORV use.
Although encounters between ORV users and others are infrequent at current use
levels, the elimination of wood cutting and ORV use would enhance
opportunities for solitude. The improvement in the area's naturalness as a
result of ORV closure would be marginal since the existing level of use is
about 125 visitor days per vear. Preclusion of 40 acres of wood harvest per
yvear would preserve exlsting naturalness but not enhance it.
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Livestock grazinglend-rangeAﬁanaéemeﬁt actions—ﬁbuld not affect wilderness
values in the WSA because no new range developments would occur in the WSA and
maintenance activities would not change.

Conclusion. Wilderness values of solitude and opportunities for
primitive recreation would be slightly enhanced on all 7,847 acres of the
Red Spring WSA. Naturalness would.be preserved.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 7,847 acre Red Spring WSA to all-
forms of recreational ORV use.  Recreational ORV use of approximately 125
visitor days annually would. be eliminated from the WSA. Public land that
offers aimilar or superior opportunities for recreational -ORV use 1is located
throughout the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA
would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. REcreational ORV'use of 125 vigitor days annually would:be! !’
foregone. The impscts of shifting this use to other public 1ands would -
be negligible. ; :

Impacts on Mineral Resource Actions

‘A1l lands within the Red Spring WSA would be withdrawvm from mineral entry.’

Areas’ of woderate potential for barite and uranimum would be precluded from
exploration. Due to the absence of a known economic discovery, it is not
predicted that ‘any development of these minerals would be foregone.

All lands within therWSA would be withdrawn from miﬁerel leasing. Exploration.

for the highly favorable occurrence of 0il and gas resources would be

precluded. TFifty miles of seismic line with 60 acres of disturbance and. three
wildecat wells with forty acres of drill pad and road construction disturbance
would be precluded. Bdsed on historic Nevada success ratios, no oil or gas
discoveries are predicted to. be foregomne.

Conclusion. 011 and gas resource exploration activities would be
- foregone in the Red Spring WSA.

Impacts on Grazing'Fsciiity Maintenance and Construction
Haintenance_of the existing Red Spring Allotment would not change and no new

range developments would occur within the WSA. Therefore, there would be no
impacts on grazing facility maintenance or construction.

Conclusion. There would be no lmpact on grazing facility maintenance or
construction.

Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The WSA would not be designated a public firewood cutting area. The harvest
of up to 150 cords of wood and 320 fence posts per year, 12 percent of the.
local demand, would be precluded from this area. Other nearby areas would be
incapable of absorbing this demand.

Conclusion. The harvest of woodland products would be forgone. Users
would expend up to 1% additional hours travelingrto other suitable areas.
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LITTLE HUMBOLDT RIVER WSA _(NV-010-132)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under the Proposed Action, 29,775 acres of the Little Humboldt River WSA would
be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and. 12,438 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primarj impacts under this alternative relate to the. development of

mineral resources and the resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long
ternm., ' )

Impacts on Wilderness Values

In this alternative 29,775 acres of the Little Humboldt River WSA would .be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 12,438 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wildernmess designation. Naturalness and solitude
of the 29,775 acres recommended suitable for wilderness designation would
receive ‘the special lorng-term legislative protection provided by wilderness
designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery and outstanding
opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would be retained.

Three cherrystem roads and the northern and western boundary roads would be
used by the public to access the wilderness area and by livestock operators to
maintain 13 miles of fence and their livestock within the area. This vehicle

use and maintenance would have negligible effect on the wilderness values of

naturalness and solitude in the 29,775 acres designated wilderness since the
amount of vehicle use would be low and the facilitiles already exist.

The 29,775 acre area, including 10.5 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to
recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 130 visitor
days of recreational ORV use that is estimated to occur in the area- at
present. This would waintain the area's naturalness and improve opportunities
for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation slightly because of the

near elimination of surface disturbance and because visitors would not
encounter or hear ORV users in the area.

Exploration for mineral resources would not affect wilderness values 1in the

suitable area since it would be withdrawn and no mineral exploration'quld
occur, .

Acquisition of the two parcels of private land totalling 200 acres within the
WSA would enhance the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude as the BIM
would then have control over future uses of these lands.

The 12,438 acres not designated wilderness, including a 3.5 mile vehicle way,
would remain open for recreational ORV use. BRecreational ORV use on this
parcel would remaln below 200 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. About 19 miles of road would be bullt in this area to explore for
gold and silver. Also, about 1,200 feet of trenches would be dug. Surface
disturbance from earth moving equipment would be about 50 acres. Construction
of 7.3 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 2,870 acres would also

. oceur. These actions would reduce the naturalness and opportunities for
“:solitude on the 12,438 acres. '
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Conclusion. The 29,775 acres designated as wilderness would maintain
long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive
unconfined forms of recreation. 1In the immediate areas of the closed ORV
ways and the two acquired inholdings, naturalness and solitude would be
euhanced. :

On the 12 438 acres managed for other multiple uses, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude would be foregone because of continued
recteational ORV use, mineral exploration activities, and coustruction of
future range improvement projects and vegetation manipulation.

Tmpacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 29,775 acres and 10.5 miles of vehicle ways

‘to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approzximately 130

visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that -

‘offers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use is located throughout

the region. Therefore, recreatlional use forgone would be absorbed on
surrouuding public lands. :

The 12,438 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV usge.
Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 200 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 29,775 acres
designated wilderness and 130 visitor days would be forgone annually.

The 1mpacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be ,
negligible. On the 12,438 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not exceed 200 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Impacts on Mineral Resource Actioms

The 29,775 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdravn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Mineral
exploration of one mile of access road and about 100 feet of open trench would
be foregone on 1,389 acres of moderate potential for gold and silver. No
discovery or development of these minerals 1s predicted to be foregone. Fifty
miles, 600 acres of disturbance, of seilsmlc exploration lines in the
northeastern portion of the suitable area would be foregone even though it is
not predicted there would be any foregone discoveries.

The 12,438 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open for mineral entry and mineral leasing. The 5,911 acres of
moderate potentlal for gold and silver, which Includes the nine post-FLPMA
mining claims, are anticipated to receive 19 miles of exploration roads and
1,200 feet of exploratory trenches. These are not predicted to result in an
economlic discovery leading to development.

Conclusiong. Exploration for mineral resources would be precluded on the
29,775 acres recommended for wilderness designation. This includes one

mile of exploratory access road and 100 feet of open trench predicted in
the 1,389 acres of moderate potential for gold and silver. Additionally,

7,500 acres in the northeast portion of the area would also forego 50
miles of seismic exploration lines.
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The 12 438 actes‘fecbmmended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation
1nc1ude 5,911 acres of moderate potential for gold and silver which are

o :predicted to receive 19 miles of explnratory access road and construction
.. 0of 1,200 feet of open trench.

Iﬁpectshon Grazing Facility Maintenance_and_anetructioﬁ

A1l grazing facilities would be maintained as they are now. However,

construction of 13.3 miles of new fence and vegetative treatment of 9,240

acres would be forgone. Construction of 7.3 miles of fence and vegetative

treatment of 2,780 acres would occur on lands not designatedl
Conclusioﬁ. There would be no imﬁaet'to grazing facility maintenance.
Construction of 13.3 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 9,240
acres would be forgone. :

Impacts on Private Inholdings_

Under this. alternative two private inholdings totalling 200 acres would be

included in thé 29,775 acre wilderness area. One would be accessible via an -

existing cherrystem road while the other would have no vehicular access, Both

- are currently used for livestock management purposes, Since that use is not -

expected to change, no impacts to these parcels is expected from designation.
No impacts would occur to the three private parcels within the 12 438 acre
nonguitable area.

Conclusion. There would be no impact to the two private inholdings
within the wilderness area.nor to three private parcels within the
nonsultable area.

Imnacts on Lahontan Cutthroat Trout. (LCT) Habitat

Wide fluctuations in LCT populations in Gance Creek, a Humboldt River dratlnage

located approximately 50 miles east of the WSA, were documented by Platts and -

Nelson in 1983. They found that populations varied from 207 fish per mile in
1978 to 1,135 in 1980 and decreased to 518 in 1982. These population levels
reflected variable habitat conditions which can be favorable, marginal or poor
at any given time. Platts and Nelson suggest LCT found in the upper Humboldt
have evolved adaptatively to naturally unstable conditions and have the
abllity to rebound quickly from depressed population levels.

Consequently, proposed range developments and mineral exploration activities
which would occur on the 12,438 acres not designated as wildernesas could
contribute negligible amounts of siltation which would not affect LCT

habitat. Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would
occur In accordance with the Endangered Species Act and stipulations would be
attached to these projects to veduce siltation to acceptable levels to
perpetuate the LCT. Any negilible increase in siltation would not result in a
significant impact. The 29,775 acres designated as wilderness would preclude
new range developments and mineral exploration projects 1n near proximity to
nineteen miles of LCT habitat and adjacent watershed., As there would be no
increase 'in siltation of LCT habitat, there would be no affect on the LCT.

Conclusion. Designated wilderness areas would preclude mineral

exploration and range development activities which might affect LCT
habitat with siltation. WNegligible increases in siltation of LCT habitat
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- would occur on ﬁoodesignated areas as a result of stipulations- -and
mitigations impoded on mineral exploration and range development
(Tj) | ' activities. The LCT population would not be affected.--

Irreversible ‘and Irretrievable Commitments of Regources and Adverse Impacta
Which Cannot Be Avoided

Nondesignation of 12,438 acres of the area as wilderness will regult in loss
of naturalness and solitude. Effective upon designation -as wilderness; 1,389
acres of moderate potential for precious metals would be withdrawn from‘appro~
priation under the mining laws. With wilderness designation there would be a:
loss of 130 annual motorized recreation user days resulting from the closure
of 10.5 miles of vehicle ways. Construction of 13.3 miles of livestock fence
and 9,240 acres of vegetative treatment for grazing would be foregone.

Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of Man's Environment and the
Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-Term Productivity.

ik

Pregent short—-term uses involving motorized vehicles and mineral exploration
- activities would be.precluded on the suitable 29,775 acre portion. Over the
long-term the sagebrush grassland ecosystem would be protected and.realize
some slight enhancement. The riparian ecosystems would be enhanced over the
long~term with the preclusion of these short—term uses. - All other present

short—term uses would continue. S

The 12,438 acres not designated as wilderness would expect to experience
: subatantial degradation of natural ecosystems as a result of commodity
X i:ﬁ‘ development short—term uses.

— Commodity Production (Partial Wilderness Alternative)

Under this alternative, 28,386 acres of the Little Humboldt River WSA would be
reconmerided suitable for wilderness designation and- 13,827 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The priwmary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting increases
in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation and the withdrawal of mineral resources.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

In this alternative 28,386 acres of the Little Humboldt River WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 13,827 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. All wilderness values on
the 28,386 acres recoumended sultable for wilderness designation would receive
the special leglslative protection provided.- by wilderness designation. The
areas of the most spectacular scenery and outstanding opportunities for
primitive recreation and naturalness would be retained.

Three cherrystem roads and the northern and western boundary roads would be
used by the public to access the wilderness area and by livestock operators to
maintain 13 miles of fence and their livestock within the area. This vehicle
v use and maintenance would have negligible effect on the wilderness values of.
n naturalness and solitude in the 28,386 acres designated wilderness since the
amount of vehicle use would be low and the facilities already exist.

74

S
£
Wy



The 28,386 acre area, including 10 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to
recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 120 visitor
days of recreational ORV use that are estimated to occur in the area at
present. This ‘would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for

‘solitude and primitive and unconfined reereation.slightly because of the near.. .

elimination of surface disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or
hear ORV users in the area.

Exploration for mineral respurcee would not affect wilderness values in.the
suitable area since it would be withdrawn and no wineral exploration would
.Qccur.

Acquisition of the two parcels of private land totalling 200.acres within the‘-

WSA would enhance the wilderness values of naturainess and solitude as the BLM
would then have control over future uses of these lands,

The 13,827 acres not designated wilderness, including.a 4 wile vehicle way,
would remain open for recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use on this
parcel would remain below 200 visitor days annually for the foreseeable .
future. ‘About 20 miles of road would be built in this area to explore for
gold and silver. Also, about 1,300 feet of trenches would be dug. Surface
disturbance from earth moving equipment would be about 60 acres.- Construction
of 7.4 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 3, 380 acres would also
occur. These actions would reduce the naturalness and opportunities for
solitude on the 13,827 acres. '

Conclusion. The 28,386 acres éesignafed as wilderness would maintain

(f:e long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive
[

unconfined forms of recreation. In the immediate areas of the closed ORV

ways and the two acquired inholdings, naturalness and solitude would be.
enhanced.

Ty

On the 13,827 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude would be foregone because of continued ORV

use, mineral exploration activities, and construction of future range

ilmprovement projects and vegetaztion manipulation.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 28,386 acres and 10 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehlcle use of approximately 120
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that

of fers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use is located throughout
the region., Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

The 13,827 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV use.
Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 200 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 28,386 acres
designated wilderness and 120 visitor days would be forgome annually.

The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible. On the 13,827 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to Increase but would not exceed 200 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.
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Impacts on Mineral Resource Actions

The 28,386 acres recoumended &8 suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all foruws of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Fifty miles,
600 acres of disturbance, of seismic exploration lines in the northeastern
portion of the suitable aréa would be foregone even though it is not predicted
there would be any foregone discoveries.

The 13 827 acres reeommeuded ‘as nonsuitable for wilderness: designation would
remain open for mineral entry and mineral leasing. The 7,300 acres of
moderate potential for gold and silver, which includes the nine post-~-FLPMA
mining claims, are predicted to recelve 20 miles of exploration roads and
1,300 feet of exploratory treuches. These are not predicted to result in an
economic diseovery leading to deVelopment.

Conelusion. Exploration for'mineral resources would be precluded on the
28,386 acres recommended for wilderness designation. This includes. 7,500
acres in the northeast portion of the area which would forego 50 miles of
seismic exploration lines. Impacts would bé negilible since discovery
leading to development is notapticipated.

The 13,827 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation
includes 7,300 acres of moderate potential for gold and silver which are
predieted to receive 20 miles of exploratory access road and construction

- of 1,300 feet of open trench. Benefits are insignificant since
exploration leading to development are not anticipated.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

All grazing facilities would be maintained as they are now. However, new
construction of 13.2 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 8,640 acres
would be forgonme. Construction of 7. 4 wiles of fence and vegetative treatment
of 3,380 acres would occur.

Conclusion. There would be no impact to grazing facility maintenance.
New construction of 13.2 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 8,640
acres would be forgoide on the designated area. The nonsuitable area .

" would receive vegetative treatment on 3,380 acres and 7.4 miles of new
fence construction.

Impacts on Private Inholdings

Under this alternative two private inholdings totalling 200 acres would be
included in the 28,386 acre wilderness area. One would be accessible via a
cherrystem road while the other would have no vehicular access. Both are
currently used for livestock management purposes. Since that use in not
expected to change, no lmpacts to these parcels is expected from designation.
No impacts would occur to the three private parcels within the 13,827 acre
nonsultable area.

Conclusion. There would be no impact to the two private inholdings
within the wilderness area nor to three private parcels within the
nonsultable area.
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Impacts on Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) Habitat

As noted in the Proposed Actions research by Platts. and Nelson has shown that
populations of Humboldt drainage Lahontans fluctuate-dramatically in response
to current environmental conditions and that populations-can rebound quickly
from depressed levels, '

Consequently, proposed range developments and mineral exploration activities
which would occur on the 13,827 acres not designated as wilderness could
contribute negligible amounts of siltation which would not affect LCT

habitat. Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would
occur in accordance with the Endangered Species Act and stipulations would be
attached to these projects to reduce siltation to acceptable levels to
perpetuate the LCT. The negligiblé increasé in siltation would not result in

‘a significant impact. The 28,386 acres designated as wilderness would

. precliude new range developments and mineral exploration projects in near

proximity to nineteen miles of LCT habitat and adjacent watershed. As there

‘would be no increase in siltation of LCT habitat there would be no affect on
the LCT.

i
Conclusion.. Desiguated wilderness areas would preclude mineral -
exploration and range development activities which might affect LCT
"habitat with siltation. Negligible increases in siltation.of LCT habitat
-would occur on nondesignated areas as a result of stipulations and
mitigations imposed on mineral exploration and range development
activities. The LCT population would not be affected.

All ‘Wilderness Alternative

/ Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 42,213 acres of public land in the

Little Humboldt River WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness
designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wlilderness values through wilderness designation, the resulting increases in
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation, and the withdrawal from mineral resources exploration and
development. :

Iinpacts on Wilderness Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative all 42,213 acres of the Little Humboldt
River WSA would be recommended sultable for wilderness designation and ‘
wilderness values would be protected over the long-term by legislative mandate.

Three cherrystem roads and the northern and western boundary roads would be
used by the public to access the wilderness area and by livestock operators to
maintain 13.5 miles of fence and their livestock within the area. This
vehicle use and maintenance would have a negligible effect on the wilderness
values of naturalness and solitude in the 42,213 acres designated wilderness
since the amount of vehicle use would be low and the facilities already exist.

The 42,213 acre area, including 14 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to
recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 140 vigitor
days of recreational ORV use that are estimated to occur in the area at
present. This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for
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solitude and primitive and unconfined recreatiom slightly because of the near
‘elimination of surface disturbance and because vigitors woilld not encounter or
hear ORV users in the area.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values in the
suitable area since it would be withdrawn and no mineral development woul
oceur, - : ) :

Acquisition of the five parcels of private land totalling 480 acres within the
WSA would affect the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude as the BIM
would then have control over future uses of these lands.

Livestock grazing and range management actions would not affect wilderness
values in the WSA because no new range developments would occur in the WSA and
malntenance activities would not change.

Conclusion. The 42,213 acres designated as wilderness would maintain
long~term naturalness, solitude, -and opportunities for primitive
unconfined forms of recreation. In the lmmediate areas of closed ORV
ways and with the acquisition of the five Inholdings, paturalnegss and
solitude would be enhanced.

Impacﬁs on Recreational 0ff~-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the 42,213 acre Little Humboldt River WSA
to recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 140 visitor
days would be forgone from the WSA. Public land that offers similar
opportunities for recreational ORV use is located throughout the region.
Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands. ' -

Conclusion. Recreatiomal ORV use would be eliminated on the 42,213 acres
designated wilderness and 140 visitor days would be foregone annually.
The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible, '

Impacts on Mineral Resource Actions

The Little Humboldt River WSA would be withdrawn from all forms of mineral
entry and mineral leasing. Exploration activities involving 20 miles of
access road and 1,300 feet of open trench would be precluded on 7,300 acres
with moderate potential for gold and silver. Fifty miles of seismic
exploration lines on the northern portion of the area would not occur. No
economical discoveries of mineral resources are predicted to be foregone.

Conclusion., Exploratlon activities of 20 miles of road, 1,300 feet of
trench, and 50 miles of seismlc line would be foregome.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Malntenance and Construction
A1l grazing facilities would be maintained as they are now. However,

construction of 20.6 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 12,020 acres
would be forgone.
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_ Conclugion. . There would be no impact to grazing facility maintenance.
.Construction of 20.6 miles of fence and vegetative treatment of 12,020
acres would be forgone.

Impeets on.Private. Inholdings

Under this alternative five private inholdings totalling 480 acres would be
included in the 42,213 acre wilderness area. Two would be accesgible via
cherrystem roads while the other three would have no vehicular accesa. All-
are currently used for livestock management purposes. Since that use in:not
expected to change, no 1mpacta to these parcels 1s expected from designation.

Conclusion. There would be no impact to the five private inholdings
within the wilderness area.

Impacts on Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) Habitat
Wilderneee:deeignetion would oreclude.range deuelopment and mineral
exploration surface disturbances. Increaged siltation would not result. LCT

habitat would be maintained. There would be no%affect on LCT populations.

Conclugion. LCT habitat would be maintained and LCT population would be
unaf fected.

No Wilderness Alternative -

' Under the No Wilderness Alternative, the 42,213 acres of the Little Humboldt

River WSA would be recommended nonsultable for wilderness designation.
The priﬁary impacts under this alternative relate to ORV use, range

developments, and development of mineral resources and the resulting reduction

in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation. ,

Impacts on Wilderness Values

This alternative would recommend the entire 42,213 acre WSA nonsultable for

‘wilderness designation and solitude and naturalness would not receive special

legislative protection.

Three cherrystem roads, the northern and wegtern boundary roads, and 14 miles

of vehicle ways would be used by the public to access the area and by
livestock operators to maintain 13.5 miles of fence and trend their livestock

" within the area. This.vehicle use and maintenance would have a negligible

effect on the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude in the WSA since
the amount of vehicle use would be low and the facilities already exist.

The entire WSA would be open to recreational ORV use., Off-road vehicle use 1s
expected to increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 200 visitor
days annually for the foreseeable future. This use would slightly reduce the
area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude.

About 20 miles of road would be built in the WSA to explore for gold and
sllver. In conjunction with this exploration, about 1,300 feat of trenchesg
are anticipated to be dozed. In addition, about 50 miles of seismic lines
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to explore for oil and/or gas are expected to occur in the northeastern
portion of the WSA. : :

Proposed range management projects include construction of 20.6 miles of new
fence. Vegetative manipulation would include 12,020 acres of disturbance.

Conclugsion. On the 42,213 acre WSA there would be a reduction of the
area's naturalness and opportuntties for solitude because of the continu—
ed recreational ORV use, and additional mineral exploration activities,
and future range improvement projects.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Rcad Vehlicle Use

The entire WSA would be open to recreational QRV use. Recreational ORV use
levels would increase but remain under 200 vigsitor days annually for the

foreseeable future. There would be no impact on recreational QRV use.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

-Iﬁpacts on Mineral Resource Actions

The Little Humboldt River WSA would remain open for mineral entry and mineral
leasing. Exploration activities consisting of construction of 20 miles of
access road and 1,300 feet of bulldozer trench are predicted to occur on 7,300
acres with moderate potential for gold and silver. Fifty miles of seismic
exploration line for o1l and gas are predicted to occur on the northern 7,500
acres of the area. No economic discoveries are predicted.

Conclusion. The 42,213 acres would remain open for mineral entry and
mineral leasing. Exploration activities involving conmstruction of 20
miles of access road and 1,300 feet of bulldozed trench are predicted.

In addition, fifty miles of seismic¢ exploration lines are predicted to
occur on 7,500 acres in the unorthern portion of the WSA. No impacts on
mineral development are expected since no vallid discovery 1s anticipated.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

Maintenance of the existing grazing developments would not change. Planned
range developments would be comstructed. These include 20.6 wniles of fence
and vegetative treatment of 12,020 acres. There would be no impact on grazing

facility maintenance or construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or
construction.

Impacts on Private Inholdings

Under thig alternative, none of the five private inholdings totalliug 480
acres would be within a wilderness area. There would be no impact to the
private parcels.

Conclusion. There would be no lmpact to the five private parcels.
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Impacts on Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) Habitat -

As noted in the Proposed Action, Platts and Nelson found that Lahontan
Cutthroat trout populations fluctuate dramatically in response to
enviroonmental conditions. On another Humboldt drainage located in the Elko
Resource Area they found population levels varled from 207 fish per mile in
1978 to 1,135 in 1980 to 518 in 1982. They concluded that LCT have evolved to
accommodate naturally unstable conditions and have developed the ability to
rebound -quickly from low population levels caused by normal environmental
constraints.

Propogsed mineral exploration and range development activities may contribute
gmall amounts of siltation which would not affect LCT habitat. Section 7
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would occur 1n accordance
with the Endangered Species Act and stipulationms would be attached to the
projects to redice siltation to acceptable levels to perpetuate the LCT. Any
negilible increase in giltation would not result in a significant impact.

Conclusion, Negligible increases in siltation of LCT habltat would occur

A as a result of stipulations and mitigations imposed on mineral P T

exploration and range development activities. LCT populations would not
be affected.
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ROUGH HILLS WSA (NV-010-151)

Proposed Action (All Wilderness Alternative)

Under the Proposed Action, all 6,685 acres of public land in the Rough ﬁills
WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderneas values through wilderness designation, the resulting increases in
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation, and the withdrawal of mineral resources.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

All 6,685 acres of the Rough Hills WSA would be recommended suitable for
wilderness designation and all wilderness values would recelve the special
legislative protection provided by wilderness designation. Wilderness values
of naturalness, solitude, primitive recreation, and supplemental features of
diversity, topography and scenery would® be retained in the WSA.

The entire WSA, including the 0.8 mile vehicle way through Inez Gulch, would
be closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate 50 visitcor
days of recreational ORV ugse annually. This would improve the WSA's
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation by eliminating surface disturbance and encounters between ORV users
and non-motorized recreationists.

Development of mineral rescurces would not affect wllderness values since no
mineral development i1s expected.

-Acquisition of the two parcels of private land totalling 200 acres in the WSA

would affect the wildgrness values of. naturalness and gsolitude as the BLM
would then have control over future uses of these lands.

Conclusion. Wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Wilderness values would be maintained on all 6,685 acres of
the Rough Hills WSA. The area's naturalness and opportunities for
solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would improve because of

the elimination of ORV use and the acquisition of the private land within
the WSA.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehlcle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 6,685 acre Rough Hills WSA to
all forms of recreatiomal ORV use. BRecreational ORV use of 50 visitor days
would: be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that offers similar or
superior opportunities for recreational ORV use 15 located throughout the

region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA would be absorbed
on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 50 visitor days would be foregone

annually. The impacts of displacing this use to other public lands would
be negligible.
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Impacts on Mineral Resource Actions

The Rough Hills WSA would be withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and

l mineral leasing. Predicted exploration activities for moderate potential

metallic winerals include construction of 2 miles of access road into the
interior for mineral core drilling which would be precluded with wilderness
designation. However, the 1,000 to 2,000 foot cap of volcanic rock is
predicted to preclude any economical development.

Conclusion. Construction of 2 miles of access road and exploratory core -
- drilling would be forepgone.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

The developed spring in the southern portion of the WSA would continue to be
maintained. Construction of an allotment boundary fenmce would be forgonme.

Conclusion. . There would be no impact on grazing facllity maintenance.
Construction of a three miie allotment boundary fence would be forgone.

-.4-u

Impacts on Private Inholdings

Under this alternative two private 1nholdings totalling 200 acres would be
included in the wilderness area. Neilther would have vehicular access. Both
are currently used for livestock management purposes. Since that use in not
expected to change, no impacts to these parcels is expected from designation.

Conclusion. There would be no impact to the two private inholdings
within the wilderness area.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources and Adverse Impacts
Which Cannot Be Avoided

. Wilderness designation would mandate that existing wilderness values on 6,685

acres would be preserved. No irretrievable loss of resources would oceur,
Negligible adverse impacts would occur as a result of withdrawal of the area
from all forms of appropriation under the mining laws and the closure of cne

‘vehicle way.

Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of the Environment and the
Maintenance of Long-Term Productivity

Designation of the Rough Hills as wilderness would ensure the long-term
productivity of ecosystems and would maintain the present wilderness values

within the boundaries of this 6,685 acre area.

Livestock utilization would contlnue without any change to existing ecosysteus
or natural ecological succession. Prohibition of recreational vehicle use and
mineral extraction will allow preservation of natural ecosystems and
wllderness values over the long-term.
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ﬂo Wilderness Alternative

Under the No Wilderness Altérnative, the entireé 6,685 dcres of public land: -
within the Rough Hills WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness-
degignation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to mineral devéldpmént and
the resulting reduction in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primfitive and unconfined recreation.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonauitable for wilderness designation and

none of the wilderness values on 6,685 acres would recelve special legislative
protection. .

The entire WSA, including the 0.8 mile vehicle way through Ineé Guléh, would

be open to recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use would increase
glightly, but would remain below 100 visitor days of recreational ORV use
annually for the foreseeable future. e

Because the WSA i1s covered by 1000 to 2000 feet of volcanlcec rock, exploration
for, but no development of, mineral resources 18 expected to occur. Two miles
of road leading to the interior of the WSA would be built to perform

exploratory drilling. Surface disturbance from earth moving equipment would
be about 10 acres

An allotment boundary fence would be built across approximately 3 miles of the
WSA to manage livestock.

Conclusion. On the 6,685 acres of the WSA there would be a reduction of
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and prlmitive and unconfined
recreation because of continued recreational ORV use, and predicted
future mineral exploration activity and construction of a 3 mile
allotment boundary fence.

impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would remain open to ORVs. Recreational ORV use levels would increase
but would not exceed 100 visitor days annually.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.
Impacts on Mineral Resource Actions
The Rough Hills WSA would remain open for mineral entry and leasing. All
potential mineral resources would be available for exploration. This includes

construction of 2 miles of access road for core drilling.

Conclusion. Two miles of access road and exploratory core drilling are
predicted to occur.
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Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

The developed spring in the southern portiom of the WSA would continue to be
maintained. Construction of an allotment boundary fence would cccur.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction. A 3 mile long allotment boundary fence would be
constructed.

Impacts on Private Tnholdings

Under this alternative neither of the two private inholdings totalling 200
acres would be within a wilderness area. . There would be no impact to the two

private parcels.

Conclusion. There would be n6 impact to the two private parcels.
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CHAPTER 5

CONSULTATIbN, COORDINATION, AND PUBLIC.PARTICIPATION

In Preparationrof the Proposed Action

Development of the recommendations for the Elko Resource Area Final Wilderness
Environmental Tmpact Statement has included an on—going coordination and
public participation effort. Federal Register notices and news releases have

announced all steps of the process to date, including the study schedule,
notices of intent for preparation of the EIS, notice of availability of the
draft Elko Area RMP/EIS, motice of public hearings, and public comment periods.

Throughout the study, consultation and coordination has occurred with other
Federal agencles, State, county, and local governments, and the public. At
this time, recommendations as to suitability or nonsuitability of WSAs for

wilderness designation are consistént with officially approved and adopted

regource-related plans of these agencles and governments,

Inventories determined that no cultural sites that would be eligible for

to exlst within the WSAs.

" nomination for listing on the National Register of Historic Places are known

The U.S. Geological Survey and Bureau of Mines are inventorying each proposed
WSA sultable for wilderness designation to determine its leasable, locatable,
and saleable mineral potential. The BLM has supplied both agencies with maps
and information of each WSA. The reports of the agency's findings should be

avallable after September 1987.

Conments were requested from the followlng agencies, tribes, interest groups,
and from business with permits, leases, and or easements which might be

affected.

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND INDIVIDUALS

Federal égghcies

Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation
Department of Agriculture
Forest Service
Soll Conservation Service
Department of Defense
Army Corps of Englneers
Bolling Air Force Base
Hill Air Force Base
Department of Energy
Bonneville Power
Administration
Of fice of Environmental
Compliance
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Department of the Interior

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Bureau of Mines

Bureau of Reclamation

Environmental Protection
Agency

Fish & Wildlife. Service

Geclogical Survey

National Park Service

Office of Environmental
Project Review

Offshore Environmental
Asgesgsment Division



Congressional Delegation . " Others

(Ti) Senator Chic Hecht, Nevada Northeast Elko Conservation District
__J'Senator Paul Laxalt, Nevada - Elko Chamber of Commerce
,}Renresentative Harrv Reid, Elko County Farm Bureau
Nevada Elko County Assoclation of
Representative Barbara Conservation Districts
Vucanovich, Nevada Elko County CRMP
Elko County Game Board
Indian Tribes : Clover Comservation District
Duck Vallevy Conservation District.
Intertribal Council of Nevada Eureka Conservation District
Shoshone-Paiute Tribe : Jiggs Conservation District
Te~-Moak Western Shoshone Lamoille .Conservation District -
Duckwater Council - Lander County Conservation District
Shoshone-Pajiute Tribe Owvhee Conservation District
South Fork Band Paradise Valley Comservation District
Starr Vallev.Congervation District
State of Nevada White Pine Conservatiom District
. _ SrEn -Lander County Planning Commission
Governor Richard Bryan Jackpot Advisorvy Council
State Assemblvman Byron Saval Research Project
Bilveu : - College of Agriculture UNR
State Assemblvman John Marvel . Mackay School of Mines -
State Senator Dean Rhodes Forest Institute:
Intermountalin Forest Range
" Department of Minerals Experiment Station
-, Division of Agriculture . Advisory Council omn
(?Athivision of Historical Historic Preservation
-7, Preservation & Archaeology Nevada Archaéological Association
" Division of State Parks Nevada Historical Society
Divislon of Water Resources Nevada Council of Profegsional
Division of Wildlife ‘ -"Archaeologists
Land Use Planning Advisory National Wildlife Federation
Council Wildlife Society Nevada Chavpter
Multinle Use Advisory Board Friends of Nevada Wildlife
Office of Communitv Services _ Nevada Organization for Wildlife
State Communications Board Nevada Wildlife Federation
American Fisheries Society -
Local Government Missouri Conservation Comm. AFS
Wildlife Management Institute
Carlin Cltv Mavor _ Izaak Walton League
Carlin Citv Planning Board National Audubon Society
Elko City Manager Degert Fishes Council
Elko Citvy Mavor : Nevada Chukars Unlimited
Elko Citv Planning Board Bighorn Unlimited
Elko Countv Manager American Horse Protection Assoc.
Elko County Commissioners The Centetr for Wild Horse
Eureka Countv Commissioners & Burro Research
Lander County Commissioners Int'l Societv for Protection:
Lander County Planning - of Mustangs & Burros
Commigsion WHOA! Inc.
Jackpot Advisory Council National Mustang Assoc,

Nevada Humane Society
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Other (continued)

Humane Societvy of Southern Nevada

“ Silerra Club .

The Wilderness Society
American Wilderness Alliance
Earth First

Friends of the Earth

Friends of Plumas Wilderness
Federal Land Bank ‘
Nevada State Grazing Board
Nevada Cattlemen's Associlation
Nevada Woolgrower's Assoc.
Pacific Legal Foundation
American Mining Congress

-Amoco Productions Co.

Anaconda Company

ASARCO Inc.

Atlantic Richfield Co.
N.L. Baroid ,
Bullion Monarch Mining Co.
Carlin Gold Mining Co.

_Chromalloy Mining & Milling Co.

Citizens for Mining
Cominco American Inc.
Cordex Exploration Co.

Puval Corp

Cortez Gold

Dee Gold

Exxon Co.

Freevort Gold

Getty Mining Co.

Gold Standard of Nevada, Inc.
Homestake Mining Co.
Independent Petroleum Assoc.
Kirkwood 0il and Gas

Dressor Industries, Inc.
Meridian Land & Minerals Co.
Minerals Exploration Coalition
Newmont Exploration Limited
Noranda Exploration Inc.
Queenstake Resources (USA), Inc.
NICOR Mineral Ventures

Rocky Mountain 0il and Gas, Assoc.
SOHIO Petroleum Co.

Sun Exploration & Production Co.
Western States Mineral Corp.
Texas Gulf Minerals & Metals, Inc.
Nevada Mining Assoc.

Northeastern Nevada Miners & Prospectors

Natural Resource Defense Council Inc.
Public Lands Council

Sage ASsociation, Inc.

Nevada Open Land Organized Council
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Other (Continued

~ National Outdoor Coalition -

Elke County Resource Action Council
Four Wheel Drive World, Ine.
Silver State Four Wheelers, Inc.
Sierra Pacific Power Company
Lands of Sierra

California Pacific Utilities
Wells Rural Electric Co.

Jdaho Power Company

Southern Pacific Transportation Co.
Southern Pacific Land Co.

Union Paciflc Systems

Power Engineers

Southwest Gas Corporation
Nevada Mobile Telephone Co.

Bo-K Explorations

Dale R. Andrus Associates

S8ilver State Resource Consultants
Adobe Hills Ranches

Barnes Rancheg, Inc.

C&C Cattle Co.

Damele Ranches, Inc.

Wildhorse Ranch

Corta Livestock Company

Happy Daze Ranch

Dahl, Inc.

Sheep Creek Ranch

Dewey Dann Estate

Elko Land and Livestock Co.

Elko Nevada Stake Welfare Ranch
Ellison Ranching Co.

Glaser Land and Livestock Co.
Gund Ranches

Hammond Ranches, Inc.

- Holland Ranch

Howard Ranches, Inc.

CKO Land Company

Lee Livestock Company

Maggie Creek Ranch, Inc.

71 Ranch

Merklev Ranches, Inc.

101 Ranch

Nevada—-Garvey

Nevis Industries, Inc.
Northfork Cattle Company
Northern California Finmanclial Service
Palisade Ranch, Inc.

Paris Livestock Company
Petan Company of Nevada, Inc.
Joe Pieretti Ranch

Rancho Grande, Inc.

Roaring Springs Assoclates

Corp.



Rother Farms, Inc. ' ‘Julian Tomera Ranches, Inc.

Salicchi Ranches, Inc. ' Twenty~Five Corporation, Inc.
‘ Heguvy Brothers ' Van Norman Ranches, Inc.
v8aval Ranching Company . Lee Wilson and Co.
" )Slagowski Ranches, Inc. ' James J. Wright Ranch, Ime.
Sundown Land and Cattle Co. : Zaga Ranches
Te-Moak Livestock Association Zeda, Inc.
Stone House Ranch Zunino Ranches

In addition, coples of the document were distributed to many interested

individuals whose names are maintained on the Elko District's mailing 1list.

Informational copies have been supplied to the following media organizations
“and librariles:

Nevada State Journal-Reno Evening Gazette
Elko Daily Free Press
Elko Independent
Ely Dailvy Times
- Battle Mountain Bugle
The Nevada Rancher
The Idaho Statesman
Times News .
KELK/KLKO Radio Station
KRJIC 95 FM

U.S. Department of.the Interior
Natural Resources Library
_ BLM Library - Denver Service Center
; James Dickinson Librarv, UNLV
- Betchell Library, UNR
“Nevada State Library
Elko Countvy Library
Elko Countv Bookmobile
Eureka Countv Library
Lander County Library
White Pine County Library

The Draft Wilderness Environmental Impact Statement was supplied to the
following BLM Offilces:

Director, USDI, Bureau of Land Management
Nevada State Office
Idaho State Office
New Mexico State Office
Battle Mountain District Office
Carson City District OFfice
Ely District Office
Las Vegas District Office
Winnemueca District Office
Butte District Office
Idaho Falls District Office
Salt Lake District Office
Bolse District Qffice
Burlev District Office

: Craig District Office
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CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION IN DEVELOPING AND REVIEWING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

In early Aﬁguat_1985, appfbximateiy 580 cdbieé-of the draft Elko Area RMP/EIS were sent to the
agencles, organizations, and individuals.

The draft was officially filed with the Environmental
Protection Agency on August 7, 1985. A new release was issued announcing the drafr's
availability. The public review period extended to November 15, 1985, Public hearings were held
on October 3.and October 4, 1985 in Elko and Reno, Nevada respectively.

- Comments and related responses are printed at the end of this chapter.

LIST OF PREPARERS

Name - |

T

Responsibility

| Education

| Experience

Steve Ashworth

Kurtis Ballantyne

: Burton Bresch

Dave Curtis

Jeffrey Gardetto
Midge Gillette
Roy Masinton :-
Paul Meyers

Nancy Phelps

Bruce Portwood

Hank Riek

Skip Ritter

Wildlife

Social Conditions

Livestock Grazing

Wildlife

Wilderness

Fisheries

- Economics

Planning

Wild Horses

Range

Woodland Products

-Teanm Leader/Writer BS Natural-Resources

"BS Wildlife Managembnt

BA Sociology, MS
Counseling
BS Wildlife Management

Wildlife Management,
Range Management

BS
BS

- BS NHatural Resources

BS Fisheries Biclogy

BS -Economics

BS Range Management
MS Forestry & Range
Ecology

BS Range Management

BS WNatural Resources

BS Forestry
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BLM 6 years Qutdoor Recreation .
Planner, Recreation Techniclan

BLM 11 years Wildlife Biologist,
Recreation Technician, Watershed
Technician

BLM 7 yvears Socilelogist

BLM 6 years Range Conservationist

BEM 9 vears Wildlife Biologist,
Range Conservationist

BLM 1 year Wilderness Technician,
USFS 3 years Wilderness Technician

BLM 7 years Fisheries Biologist

BLM 6 years Economist. Various
Federal Agencles, 12 years

Economist

Bl 8 years Planning Coordinator,
Range Conservatidnist

BLM 24 years Wild Horse
Specilalist, Range Conservationist
BLM 6 years Range Conservatiomist

BLM 6-years Forester, Range
Conservationist



0.

LIST OF -PREFARERS (Contlaued)

]
I

Responsibility - -Education

Name - | Experience: - Ce
Gene Drals . Recreation, . BS Zoology BLM 8 years Outdoor Recreation
Wilderness ) . Planner/Wilderness Goordinator.

Stanley Jaynes

Nick Rieger

Tim Hartzell

Caroline Norris

(L;%qnie Martiartu
7

"

Cultural Resources BA & MA Anthropology

Soils BS & MS Range
. . Maznagement
Manager BS Geography, MS
Natural Resource
Management
Maps . . BA Fine Arts.

Typing High School

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

e

HCRS 4 years Outdoor Recreation
Planner - :

BIM 6 years Archaeologist

BLM 6 years Surface Protection
Specialist

BLM 14 years Elko Area Manager, 8
years Planning & Environmental
Speclalist, 3 years Surface-
Protection Specialist

BLM 6 years.Visual Information-
Specialist, Cartographic Technician

BLM 4 years Word Processor
. Operator

A total of 29 letters were received and 6ral‘testimony given by two individuals coﬂcerning

the draft RMP/EIS.

The following index illustrates the 21 comment letters which are
reprinted at the end of this chapter, those which mention the wilderness issue; and those
which were determined to require-a printed respoanse.

The identifying number in .the upper left~hand corner of each letter correspounds to the index
of letters. The comments for which responses have been printed are identified by a RESPONSE
LETTER and corresponding number to the original letter which is also in the upper left hand-.’
corner. These response letters are depicted to the right of the original letter or following
this letter. Comments in the letters for which responses have been printed are identified by
dark vertical lines and are numbered in the left margins of the letters. The corresponding
responses are numbered to match-the comments. . : ‘
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INDEX OF COMMENT LETTERS

(jj)g Letter | Letter Mentions Response to
| ' ~Number | Coumméntor Printed Wilderness Letter
1 USDI, Bureau of Mines . . . . . . . . Yes No No
2 "Reed Secord . . ... . . .. .. . Yes Yes No
3 S8ierra Pacific Power Company. . . . . Yes Yes No
4 Vational Park Service . . . . . . . . Yes Yes No
5 Bruce Mitchell. . . . . . . . .. . . No No No
6 Grant T. Klen . . « « + « « « « » + + Yes Yes No
7 Pete Tomera . . +» + « + « + « «» » « « HNoO No No
8 Alan R, Wasner. . . « « « «» « « » + « Yes Yes No
9 Kenneth Nelson. . . ¢« « + ¢« + « +« +» « Yes Yes No:
10 ROy G. Jomes. « + +» « « « + + « » « « Yes Yes No
11 Tance MeCold., . + . + v &« v «+ « v + » No No No
12 The Wildermess Soclety. . . . . . . . Yes Yes . Yes
13 Nevada Grazing Board No. 1., . . . . . Yes Yes No
14 Dean Rhodes . . « . ¢« ¢« « « ¢« « «-« » No No No
15 USDI, .Geological Survey . . . . . . . Yes No No
16 Wells Rural Electric Compazny. . . . . No No No
17 Jiggs Conservation Distriet . . . . . No No No
18 John Swansom. . « « + « + + « 4 « » . Yes Yes Yes
19 Elko County Conservation Assoclation. Yes Yes No
20 NV State Office of Community Services Yes Yes Yes
21 Elko County Recreation Board. . . . . WNo : No No
C 22 Slerra Club . . . . . . . « « « « » . Yes Yes Yes -
. 23 Minerals Exploration Coalitiom. . . . Yes Yes Yes
(i_ﬁ} 24 Wildiife Management Institute . . . . Yes Yes No
i 25 Amoco Productions Company . . . . . . No ~ No No
‘ 26 Environmental Protection Agepp? « « o Yes Yes Yes
27 Exxon Company, USA. . . . . . . . . . Yes Yes No
28 USDI, Fish and Wildlife Service . . . Yes No - Ne
29 USDI, Bureau of Indian Affairs. . . . Yes Yes No

Hearing Testimonv

1-2 Nevada Grazing Board No. 1, . . . . . WNo No No
1-2 - Freevort McMoRan Company. . , . . . . No No No
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GLOSSARY

ABBREVIATIONS

AMP

Allotment Management Plan

AUM Animal Unit Month

BLM : Bureau of Land Management

CFR : Code of Federal Regulations
EIS : Environmental Impact Statemeﬁt

FLPMA: Federal Land Policv and Management Act of 1976

GEM : " Geologv, Energv and Minerals Report

IMP : Interim Management Poliey

LCT = Lahontan Cutthroat Trout

MOA Military Operating Area

NAS Naval Air Station

NWPS : National Wilderness Preservation System

‘ORV @ Of f-Road Vehicle

RA t - Resource Area

RMP : Resource Management Plan

SCORP: State Comprehensive CQutdoor Recreation Plan
SMSA : Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area

VRM Visual Résource Management

WSA

Wilderness Studv Area

TERMS

ALLOTHENT; An area designated for the use of a prescribed number and kind of
livestock.

ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN (AMP): A documented program which applies to
livestock operations on the public lands is prepared in consultation with the
permittee(s) or lessee(s) involved.

ANTMAL, UNIT MONTH (AUM): The amount of forage necessary for the sustenance of
one cow or 1ts equivalent for one month. '

AREA OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN (ACEC): An area where specilal
management attention 1s required to protect and prevent irreparable damage to
important historie, cultural, or scenlc values, fish and wildlife resources,

or other natural systems or procegses, or to protect life and safetvy from
natural hazards. ’
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CHERRYSTEM: A boundary configuration in which the boundary of a wilderness
tudy area of proposed wilderness is drawn around a dead-end road or other
(Tjﬁnear feature so as to exclude that road or feature from the wilderness study

" Jea or proposed wilderness. :

CHERRYSTEM ROAD: A dead-end road excluded from wilderness study by means of a
cherrvstem.

CULTURAL, RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSES:

Clags I - library, archival, and literature research with comsultation to
identify known cultural resources. Class II - a field ianventory of an area,
systematically designed to provide a predictive model of the nature and
distribution of the cultural resources in the area. Class III - An intensive
field search of surface—evident cultural resources for an entire area.

CULTURAL RESOURCES: Those fragile and non-renewable remains of human
activity, occupation, or endeavor reflected in districts, sites, structures,
ﬁ_ﬁbuildings, objects, artifacts, ruins, works of art, architecture and natural .
"features, that were of importance in human events. These resources consist of
(1) ohysical remains; (2) areas where significant human events occurred - even
‘though evidence of the event may no longer remain and; (3) the environment
immediately surrounding the resource.

. DISCOVERY: A term used in connection with mining claims. As stated in a
legal ruling which has been upheld in many later decisions, it is "where
minerals have been found and the evidence 1s of such a character that a person

¥ ordinary prudence would be justified in the further expenditure of his

-* jbor and means, with a reasomable prospect of success, in developing a
-valuable nmine..." .

ECOLOGICAL STATUS: The present state of native vegetation of a ecological
site in relation to the climax plant community for that site. It is an:
expression of the relative degree to which the kinds, proportions, and
community resemble that of other native plant communities for that site. Four
ecological status classes are used to express the degree to which the
composition of the present plant community reflects that of the potential
native: Potential Native (76-100%), Late (51-75%), Mid (26-50%), Early
(0-25%).

ECOSYSTEM: A complex self-sustaining natural system which includes living and
non—-living components of the environment and the interactions that bind them

together. 1Its functioning involves the circulation of matter and energy
between organisms and their environment.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: Anv species in danger of extinction throughout all or a

significant portion of its range, as identified in accordance with the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.

GRAZING PREFERENCE: The total number of animal unit months (AUMs) of

livestock use apportioned and attached to base property owned or controlled by
a permittee or lessee for grazing on public lands.

1
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HABITAT: _All elements of an organism's environment needed to complete its
life cycle through reproduction including, but not limited to food,. cover,
water and living space in the awounts, qualities and locations which the
organism requires to complete its 1life cycle.

HUNTER DAY: Oﬁe-hunter spending 12 hours hunting on BLM land, or 12 hunters
spending 1 hour each, or any combination of these,

INHOLDING: State or privately owned property surrounded by the WSA.

LEASABLE MINERALS: Those minerals subject to lease by the Federal
Government. Includes oil and gas, coal, geothermal, phosphate, sodium, potash
and oil shale. .

LITHIC SCATTERS: A surface distribution of stone flakes and tools, indicative
of aboriginal stone knanping activities. - .

LOCATABLE MINERALS: Minerals subject to disposal and develonment through the
Mining Law of 1872 (as amended). Generally includes metallic minerals such as
gold “and sllver and other materials not subject to lease or sale. AT

LONG-TERM: TFive vears or more from the implementation of the Congressionally
gselected alternative.

MANAGEABLE WOODLAND: Any wqbdland area of 10% or greater crown cover located
on a slove of 30%Z or less which bas existing or potential feasible access.

MESOZOIC: An area of geologic time following the Paleozole era and succeeded
by the Cenozoic era.

MINERAL ENTRY: Claim location on Federal lands. open to mining for the purpose
of exploration or exploitation of minerals located there,

MINING DISTRICT: A section of country usually designated by name and
described or understood as being confined within certain natural boundaries,
in which gold or silver or other minerals may be found in paying quantities.

MINERAL POTENTIAL:

High Mineral Potential: The geologic envifonﬁent, the inferred geologic
processes, the reported mineral occurrences, and the known mines or
deposits indicate high favorability for accumulation of mineral resources.

Moderate Mineral Potential: The geologic environment, the inferred
~geologic processes, and the reported mineral occurrences indicate
moderate favorabilitv for accumulation of mineral resources.

Low Mineral Potential: The  geologic environment and the inferred

geologic processes indicate low favorability for accumulation of mineral
resources.

NATURALNESS: Refers to an area which "generally appears to have been affected
primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of wman's work
substantially unnoticeable.” (from Section 2(c), Wilderness Act).
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OFF-ROAD VEHICLE'(ORV): Any uwotorized vehicle capable of, or designed for
travel on or immediately over land, water, or other natural terrain.

OUTSTANDING (Wilderness): 1. Standing out among others of its kind;
conspicuous; prominent. 2. Superiocr to others of 1its kind; distinguished;
excellent. ‘
PATENTED MINING CLAIM: A claim in which title has passed from the Federal
government to the mining claimant under the mining laws.

PERMITTEE: One who holds a permit to graze livestock on public land.

POST-FLPMA: The vperiod of time after the enactment of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act (October 21, 1976).

PRELIMINARY WILDERNESS RECOMMENDATION: Refers to a wilderness recommendation
at any stage prior to the time when the Secretary of the Interior reports hisg
recommendation to the President. Until the Secretary acts, the recomnendation
is "preliminary" because it 1s subject to change during administrative review.

PRESCRIBED BURNING: Controlled application of fire to wildland fuels in
either their natural or modified state, under such conditions of weather,
fuel, woisture, etc., as to allow the fire to be confined to a predetermined
area while producing the intensity of heat and rate of speed required to
achieve certain planned objectives of silviculture, wildlife management,
erazing, fire hazard reduction and insect and disease control.

PRIMITIVE AND UNCONFINED RECREATION: Nonmotorized and nondeveloped types of
outdoor recreational activities.

RANGE IMPROVEMENT: Any activity on or relating to rangeland designed to
improve production of forage, change vegetation composition, control pattern’
of use, provide water, stabilize goil and water conditions and enbhance habitat
for livestock, fish, wildlife and wild horses and burros. '

RAPTOR: A bird of prey

RECREATION OPPORTUNITY SPECTRUM (R0OS): A land classification system which’
identifies a particular area's capability to produce certain types of outdoor
recreation opportunities based-on a spectrum from primitive to urban. °

RECREATION VISITOR DAY: Participation in a particular recreation activity by
an individual for any portion of, or all of a 24-hour period.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN (RMP): The basic decision document of BLM's resource
management planning process, used to establish allocation and coordination
among uses for the various resources with a Resource Area. An RMP 1s a
"land-use plan™ prescribed by Section 202 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act. The RMP regulations appear at 43 CRR 1601.

RIGHT-OF-WAY: An easement license or permilt; does not grant an estate of any

kind, only the right of use. May also include a site.
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RIPARIAN: Situated on or vertaining to the bank of a river, stream, or other

bodv of water. Normally used to refer to plants of all types that grow along
streams or around springs.

ROAD: A vehicle foute which has been ihnroved and maintained by mechanical
means to ensure relatively regular and continuous use.

ROADLESS: Eor the purpose of the wilderness review program, this refers to
the absence of roads which have been improved and maintained by mechanical
means to ensure relatively regular and continuous use. A way maintained
solely by the passage of vehicles does not constitute a road.

SCOPING PROCESS: An early and open process for determining the significant
igsues related to a proposed action which are to be addressed in the
environmental impact statement.

SHORT—TEEM; The five—year period following the implementation of the
Congressionally selected alternative.

SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: - A meaningful standard to which-an action may impact the
environment. The impact wav be beneficial, adverse, direct, or ipdirect.

SOLITUDE (Wilderness) 1. The state of being alone or remote from habitation;
Isolation, 2. A lonely, unfrequented, or secluded place.

STANDARD;METROPdLiTAN‘STATISTICALfAREA (SMSA): A population center which has
a pooulation of 100,000 or greater. An SMSA 1s a county which contains at
least one citv of: 50 000 inhablitants or more plus as many adjacent countles as

are metropolitan in character and are sociallv integrated with that central
city or cities. :

SUITABLE FOR PRESERVATION AS WILDERNESS:' Refers to a recommendation that
certain Federal lands satisfy the definition of wilderness in the Wilderness
Act and bave been found appropriate for designation as wilderness on the basis

of an analvsia of the existing and potential uses of the land.

SUPPLEMENTAL VALUES:. Values that may be. present in an area under
consideration for wilderness, such as ecological, geological, or other .
features of scientific, educational, scenlc, or historical value. They are
not required for wilderness designation, but thelr presence will enhance an
area's wilderness quality. o

THREATENED SPECIES ~ Any suecies which is likelv to become an endangered-

species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion
of its range.

VALID EXISTING RIGHTS: . Valid existing rights as of October 21, 1976 will be
recognized. FExamples of valid existing rights include: a valid wmining claim,
a wineral lease, or a right-of-way authorization. Valid existing rights are
not absolute. The scope of a valid existing right depends upon any

conditions, stipulations or limitations stated in the law or approval'dqcument
that created the right.
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VALID MINING CLAIM A wining claim on which a discovéry has been made (See
"discovery”.) ' C : o

JEGETATION MANIPULATION: Alteration of vegetation by fire, mechanical,
~chemical, or blological means to meet management objective.

WAY: A vehicle route which has not been improved and malntained by mechanical
means to ensure reletively"regular and continuous use, A vehicle route
established and maintained solely by the passage of motor vehicles.

WILD HORSE HERD AREA: The geographic area identified as having been used by a
herd as 1ts vearlong habitat in 1971

WILD HORSE HERD USE ARFA: The geogravhic area which a herd currentlv uses as
its habitat.

WILDERNESS: An uncultivated, uninhabitated, and usuallv roadless area set -
aside for preservation of natural comditions. According to Section 2(ec) of
the Wilderness Act of 1964,

A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his own works
dominate the landscape is hereby recognized as an area where the earth
and its coomunitvy of life are untrammeled by man, where wman himself is a.
visitor who does not remain. An area of wildermess is further defined to
mean in this Act an area of undeveloped Federal land retaining its
primeval character and influence, without permanent improvements or human’
habitation, which is protected and managed so as to oréserve its natural
- conditions and which (1) generally appears to havée been affected
f:—}: primarilv bv the forces of nature, with the imprint of man's work
substantially unnoticeable; (2) has outstanding opportunities for
solitude or a primitive and unconfined tvpe of recreatiomn; (3) has at
least five thousand acres of land or is of sufficlént size as to make
practicable 1ts preservation and use in an unimpaired condition; and-(4)
may also contaln ecological, geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historical value.

WILDERNESS AREA: An area formally designated by Act of Congress: as part of -
the National Wilderness Preservation Svystem,

WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS: Key characteriatics of a wilderness listed in
Section 2(¢) of the Wilderness Act of 1964 and used by BIM in its wilderness
inventory. These characteristics include size, naturalness, outstanding
opportunities for solitude, outstanding opportunities’ for primitive or
uncoufined recreation and suvplemental values.

WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT POLICY: This volicy document prescribes the general
objectives, policies, and specifiec activity guidance applicable to all
designated BLM wilderness areas. Specific management objectives,
requirements, and decisions implementing administrative practices and visitor

activities in individual wilderness areas are developed and described in the
wilderness management plan for each unit.
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WILDERNESS RECOMMENDATIONS: A recommendation by the Bureau of Land
Managewent, the Secretary of the Interior, or the President, with respect to
an area's suitability or nonsuitability for preservation as wilderness.

WILDERNESS STUDY ARFA (WSA): A roadless area or island that has been
inventoried and found to have wilderness characteristics as described in the
Wilderness Act of 1964.

WILDERNESS STUDY CRITERIA: The criteria and quality standards developed in
the Wilderness Study Policy to pguide planning efforts in the wilderness EISs.

WILDERNESS VALUES: The wilderness characteristics and multiple resource
benefits of an area.

WITHDRAWAL: Removal, or withholding, or public lands by statute, or
Secretarial order, from operation of some or all of the public land laws
("surface” mining and/or mineral leasing laws).

WOODLAND: .Land oroducing trees that are typically utilized for nonsaw timber
products and sold in units other than board fa&t.

WOODLAND PRODUCTS: Any useful tree product produced from woodlands such as:
fuelwood, posts, poles, nuts and Christmas trees.
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