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INTRODUCTION

The Carson City Field Office was previoudy divided into the following eight planning units; 1
Pinenut, 2Markleeville, 3) Pyramid, 4) Long Vdley, 5) Waker, 6) Mina, 7) Fort Churchill, and 8)
Clan Alpine.

Land use planning decisons for these planning units have been made in nine mgor planning documents.

Pinenut, Markleeville, Pyramid, Long Valley Planning units (Reno Planning Area)

1 The Fina Reno Grazing Environmenta Impact Statement and Record of Decision,
1982, (Reno Grazing EIS)

1 The Management Framework Plan for the Reno Planning Area and Record of
Decision, 1982 (Reno MFP)

1 Waker Wilderness Recommendations Fina Environmenta Impact Statement, 1987,
(Waker Wilderness EIS)

1 Cdifornia Section 202 Wilderness Study Areas Find Environmenta Impact Statement,
1988, (Cdifornia Wilderness EIS)

Walker, Mina, Fort Churchill, and Clan Alpine planning units

The Waker/Mina Management Framework Plan (Waker/Mina MFP)

The Fort Churchill/Clan Alpine Management Framework Plan, 1975 (Clan Alpine
MFP)

1 The Walker Resource Management Plan and Record of Decision, 1986 (Walker
RMP)

The Lahontan Resource Management Plan and Record of Decision, 1985 (Lahontan
RMP)

Lahontan Wilderness Recommendations Fina Environmenta Impact Statement, 1987,
(Lahontan Wilderness EIS)

Walker Wilderness Recommendations Fina Environmenta Impact Statement, 1987,
(Walker Wilderness EIS)

The relationships between these plans and the draft and final versions of each are somewhat complex.
First of al, the Reno Grazing EIS and the Reno MFP make decisions for the same geographic area. In
fact, the decisonsin the grazing EIS are included in the Reno MFP.

When the Waker and Lahontan Resource Areas were created, they each included two planning units
of the Reno Planning Areaas well as two planning unitsto the east.. The Waker Resource Area
included the Pinenut, Markleeville, Waker and Mina Planning units. The Lahontan Resource Area
included the Pyramid, Long Valey, Fort Churchill, and Clan Alpine planning units. Resource
Management Plans were written for each of these resource areas. However, the Walker and Lahontan
Resource Management Plans do not make or dter decisions in the geographic area covered by the
Reno MFP. Ingtead, the Walker and Lahontan Resource Management Plans specifically incorporate by
reference the decisions made in the Reno MFP into the appropriate RMP. Thus decisons for the four
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planning units, Pinenut, Markleeville, Pyramid, and Long Valey were not changed in the RMPs.

On the other hand, the Waker and Lahontan Resource Management Plans dso cover planning units
addressed by the Clan Alpine MFP and Waker/Mina MFP and replace decisions made in these
MFPs. The Waker and Lahontan RMPs do not include any incorporation language in regards to the
Clan Alpine MFP or Waker/Mina MFP.

The result isthat current decisons for the Waker and Mina planning units are found in the Waker
RMP; while current decisons for the Pine Nut, and Markleeville planning units are found in the Reno
MFP, which were subsequently incorporated by reference into the Waker RMP. At the same time,
current decisions for the Fort Churchill and Clan Alpine planning units are found in the Lahontan RMP,
while current decisons for the Pyramid and Long Valey planning units are found in the Reno MFP,
which were aso subsequently incorporated by reference into the Lahontan RMP.

In addition, both the find Walker and Lahontan RMPs are abbreviated find RMPs. These abbreviated
find RMPs areintended to be used in conjunction with the draft RMPs. Thisis specificdly sated in
both the find Walker and Lahontan RMPs. Thus some portions of the aternative section, chapter 2, of
the draft RMP are by necessity included in the fina RMP. In the case of the Waker draft RMP,
Management Guidance for Non-1ssue Resources should be considered as part of the preferred
dternative in the find RMP. In addition, both RMPs specificaly dtate that the Implementation section
appliesto dl dternatives.

Subsequent to the completion of the Walker and Lahontan RMPs, three Wilderness EI Ss and five
amendments to these Plans have been completed. The Wilderness ElSsinclude: 1) Waker Wilderness
Recommendations Find EIS, 1987, 2) Lahontan Wilderness Recommendations Find EIS, 1987, and
3) Wilderness Recommendations California Section 202 Wilderness Study Areas Final EIS, 1988.
Amendmentsinclude: 1) The Carson City Urban Interface Plan Amendment, 1996, 2) Washoe
County Bomb Disposd and Training Facility Find Plan Amendment, 1996, 3) The City of Fdlon
Landfill Find Plan Amendment, 1997, 4) The Fire Management Plan Amendment, 1998, 5) The
Central Nevada Communication Sites Modified Plan Amendment, 1998.

The end result of dl thisis current land use planning guidance for BLM managed public lands under the
jurisdiction of the Carson City Fidd Office are found in the Reno Grazing EIS, the Reno MFP, the
Waker RMP, the Lahontan RMP, three Wilderness EI Ss and five subsequent amendments made to
these documents.

In addition to these amendments severa maintenance activities have aso been completed. These
activitiesinclude: 1) Waker Resource Management Plan Update: Standard Operating Procedures,
December 1993, 2) Lahontan Resource Management Plan Update: Standard Operating Procedures,
April 1994, 3) Plan Change 96-1, April 1996.

Other updates and guidance are provided by the following: 1) Lahontan Rangeland Program Summary
(LRPS), October 1985, 2) The LRPS update, December 1989, 3) The Lahontan Management
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Decison Summary 1987 Update, () The Waker Rangeland Program Summary, November 1989, 5)
The Wdker Management Decison summary, 1986, and 6) Rangeland Program Summary Reno
Panning Area 1984.

The following Consolidated Resource Management Plan for the Carson City Field Office
(Consolidated RMP) incorporates decisons: 1) That are RMP level decisons, implementation level
decisons, or adminigrative actions, 2) Found inappropriate sections of the draft or final Walker or

L ahontan Resource Management Plan or their associated records of Decision, or 3) Will betraced to a
vaid Management Framework Plan later incorporated into either the Lahontan or Walker Resource
Management Plan, 4) Decisons found in the amendments described above, 5) Decisonsfound in the
three wilderness EISs 6) designations of cultura resource Stes on the National Register of Historic
Places and aNationd Landmark and 7) includes nationd policy statements for each resource, issue, or
program for which policy direction has been provided.

The Consolidated RMP has been created through a maintenance action and does not change the scope
of the decisons made in previous land use plans or amendments to these plans. The Consolidated RMP
updates and modernizes these previous decisons and is designed to provide easy reference to the
planning decisons that guide management of the BLM managed public lands under the jurisdiction of
the Carson City field Office.
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CARSON CITY FIELD OFFICE CONSOLIDATED
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN DECISIONS

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN

1

The resource management plan will generaly be implemented through activity plans. These are
detailed, site-specific management actions outlined in livestock alotment management plans
(AMP), wildlife habitat management plans (HMP), wild horse herd area management plans
(HMAP), and wilderness management plans (WMP), among others. These plans are multiple-
usein nature and include such actions as range improvements and grazing systems. Monitoring
will be used to ensure that plans meet objectives.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES COMMON TO ALL

1

An environmenta review (i.e., environmenta assessment) will be prepared before projects are
developed except when they are covered by categorica exclusion or previous analyss deemed
adequately through a Determination of NEPA Adequacy (DNA) so that implementation,
modification, or abandonment of the project may be consdered depending on identified

impacts.

Permanent roads will not be congtructed into temporary project sites. Existing access roads, off
road travel, or temporary roads which will be rehabilitated after congtruction activity will be
used.

Application of herbicides on proposed treatment areas will be in accordance with procedures
established in Bureau Manua 9011 and 9015 and the Final Environmental Impact Statement
and Record of Decision, Vegetation Treatment on BLM Lands in Thirteen Western States
(1991). Herbicide use on BLM lands in Cdiforniais covered by CaliforniaVegetation
Management Fina Environmenta Impact Statement (1988).

All areas of new surface disturbance will be rehabilitated, where such action is necessary and
practical, to replace ground cover and prevent erosion.

Congruction of al fences (except in cases of public safety) will conform to the objectives and

specifications in Bureau Manua 1737 to minimize impacts to wildlife, wild horses, recrestion,
and visua resources.

The dearing of vegetation from dl project Steswill be redricted to the minimum amount
necessary.

All congtruction, maintenance, or rehabilitation activities on public lands will use every
reasonable means to minimize eroson and soil damage, including but not limited to, condruction
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Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

of water bars, cross ditches, or other structures as required by the authorized officer.
Authorized public land users will remove or dispose of dl waste in accordance with a plan
approved by the authorized officer and in a manner consistent with federd, state and locd laws
and regulations.

Activitiesin key fish and wildlife areas will, when necessary, be restricted during periods of
breeding, nesting, spawning, lambing, or caving activity, and during mgor migrations of fish and
wildlife

All operations by authorized public land users will be conducted in such a manner as will avoid:
(@ permanent blockage of any drainage system; (b) changing the character, or causing the
pollution or sitation, of rivers, streams, reservoirs, ponds, water holes, or springs; and (C)
damaging fish and wildlife resources and habitats.

Authorized public land users will take such measures as are necessary to assure unrestricted
passage and movement of fish and wildlife. No artificid structure or stream channe ateration
that would cause a blockage to the movement of fish will be dlowed.

Authorized public land users will comply with construction practices and mitigating measures
established by 33 CFR 323.4, which sets forth the parameters of the * nationwide permit”
required by section 404 of the Clean Water Act. If the proposed action exceeds the
parameters of the nationwide permit, the holder will obtain an individua permit from the
gppropriate office of the Army Corps of Engineers and provide the authorized officer with a
copy of the same. Failure to comply with this requirement will be cause for sugpension or
termingtion of their authorization.

Authorized public land users will rebuild or repair roads, fences, and established trails that may
be destroyed or damaged by construction, operation, or maintenance of the authorized project
and build or maintain suitable crossngs for existing roads and significant trails that intersect the
project.

Benefit/cogt andlysis will be performed on improvements required to implement new AMPs and
other gppropriate activity plans subsequent to the EIS. The benefit/cost anadysswill be
performed in compliance with Bureau policy.

During the pre-congtruction and congtruction periods, the Bureau will make modifications to
any land use authorization necessary to maintain ability of geologic materiads, fish and wildlife
habitats, the environment, and the public interest.

The Bureau will, if necessary, suspend any congruction maintenance activity if thereisan
immediate thret to life (including wildlife and agquatic life), property, or the environment.

SOP-2 Release 05/11/2001



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

Public land users will abate any conditions, created by implementation of their project, that
could potentialy cause irreparable harm or damage to any person or property.

Revegetation of disturbed areas will be required as specified by the Bureau. The appropriate
seed mixture and proper planting techniques will be specified by the Bureau.

Authorized public land users will congtruct, maintain, operate, and/or modify structures or
facilities as directed by the Bureau to protect and minimize adverse effects upon raptors and
other wildlife.

Authorized land users will comply with state and federal laws gpplicable to the authorized use
and such additiond state and federd laws, aong with implementing regulations, that may be
enacted and issued during the term of their authorization.

Authorized public land users will ensure that activities in connection with the authorization will
not violate gpplicable water quality standards or reated facility Sting standards established by
or pursuant to gpplicable federd or Sate laws.

Authorized public land users will prevent or control damage to scenic, aesthetic, culturd and
environmenta vaues (including damage to fish and wildlife habitat), damage to federa property
and hazards to public hedlth and safety.

Authorized public land users will comply with state sandards for public hedth and safety,
environmental protection and Siting, congtruction, operation, and maintenance when those
standards are more stringent than federa standards.
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Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

LIVESTOCK GRAZING
MANAGEMENT

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manud Section 4100 - Grazing Adminigtration - Exclusve of Alaska

02/16/89)

1

The BLM’ s palicies are designed to ensure proper adminigiration of an efficient and effective
livestock grazing management program. Livestock grazing management will be prescribed to
provide harmonious and coordinated management of the various resources. Grazing is a naturd
process on most plant communities and most American rangeland vegetation evolved under
grazing. The BLM recognizes that properly prescribed and managed livestock grazing are an
economically important use of the rangeland resource and amogt effective and efficient means
of changing plant communities to achieve land use plan resource gods and objectives. The
BLM is committed to the maintenance and improvement of the condition of the public
rangelands so that they may become as productive as feasible for dl rangeland uses, including
provison of habitat for wildlife and domestic livestock. See BLM manua Section 4100, .06
policies for gpecific policies regarding: 1) Management Priorities, 2) Inventory and Monitoring,
3) Conaultation, Coordination and Cooperation, 4) Grazing Supervison, 5) Range
Improvements.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Maintain or improve the condition of the public rangelands to enhance productivity for al
rangeland and watershed vaues.

Initialy, manage livestock use & existing levels.

Provide adequate, high qudity forage for livestock by improving rangeland condition.
Improve overdl range adminigtration

Reno Planning Area

Within ten years the objective of the proposed action isto cause an overdl shift in ecologica
condition of the native ranges follows: (1) increase excellent condition by 3,017 acres, (2)
increase good condition by 28,448 acres, (3) reduce fair condition by 12,687 acres and poor
condition by 18,778 acres.

Walker and Lahontan Rangeland Program Summary (RPS)

The long range objectives of the grazing management program are to manage, maintain, and
improve the rangeland conditions on the public lands through the following:
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A. Maintain a sufficient quality, and diversity of habitat and forage for livestock, wildlife,
and wild horses through natura regeneration and/or vegetation manipulation methods.
B. Improve the vegetation resource and range condition by providing for the physologica
needs of key plant species.

C. Reduce soil erosion and enhance watershed values by increasing ground cover and
litter.

D. Improve and maintain the condition of the riparian habitat. (Reno RPS 1984).

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS

L ahontan Resource Area

Initidly, authorize livestock use a the three-year average use level of (94,481 AUMs 1987
LMDS) (64,239 AUMs 1985 LMDS). There would be no initia decisionsto adjust active
preference.

Discontinue livestock grazing in dlotments where grazing is no longer practicd dueto land

ownership patterns, real estate development, and disposa of the connected base properties.

(1). Dry Lake, (2). Pah Rah Mountains, (3). Peavine Watershed, (4). Haskell Peak.
.......................................................... Dry Lake gone.
....................................... Peavine Watershed transferred to USFS.
....................................... No grazing implemented on Haskell Peak.

Walker Resource Area

Initidly authorize livestock use at the three-year average licensed use leve of 36,962 AUMSs.
Therewould be no initid change in active preference.

The Black Canyon Road will not be used for public access.

The Faye Canyon, Spratt Creek and Hangman allotments will continue as areas set aside for
wildlife use

Pine Nut-M ar kleeville Planning Units.
Initidly authorize livestock’ s use at the three-year average licensed use leve of 11,536 AUMS.
There would be no initid change in active preference.

Exclude livestock grazing from the Prison Hill, Diamond Valey, Spratt Creek, Hangman, Faye
Canyon, and Luther Creek dlotments as grazing administration is no-longer practica.
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Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS

Initiate land exchanges with the Southern Pacific Rallroad and the private ownersin the Spanish

Springs to block up public lands in the White Hills and Olinghouse dlotments.
............................ Completed 01/31/1995, Dapoli Phase |1 land exchange.

Initiate land exchanges in the Jumbo Allotment to block in the higher country and to reease
landsin the low country next to residentia zones.
.................................... Completed 04/2001 Laborde Land Exchange

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECIS ONS:

1

Rangdland Program Summary. A Rangeland Program Summary (RPS) will beissued within five
months of the completion date of the RMP. The RPSwill inform livestock permittees and the
interested public about implementation of the rangeland management program. The RPS will
identify alotment specific objectives for livestock, wild horses and burros, and wildlife. It
outlines specific monitoring studies necessary to eva uate the atainment of objectives and the
range improvements proposed to implement the RMP.

The Sdective Management Palicy. It isthe policy of the BLM to address rangdand
management problems through a selective management approach. This approach assigns
management priorities among alotments within a planning area. Thisis based on identifying
dlotments with smilar management needs, resource characteristics, and potentia for
improvement in both resource and economic returns.

The smilarity among the dlotments alows them to be grouped into three categories with each
having its own objective. The three categories and their objectives are: Maintain current
satisfactory condition; Improve current unsatisfactory condition; or manage the dlotments
Cudodidly, while protecting existing resources. The use of these alotment categories will help
to establish priorities for distributing available funds and personnd in such away asto achieve
codt-effective improvement of rangeland production and condition. These funds will be used to
develop grazing treatments and systems and ingtdl range improvementsin order to resolve
grazing related problems. The priorities identify those alotments where more intensve
management is needed.

Allotments have been placed in the (M) Maintenance, (I) Improvement, and (C) Custodia
categories usng the criteria outlined in Appendix D of the draft RMP.

Allotment Management Plans. Allotment management plans would be developed for
Category | dlotments, and Category M and C allotments as needed. These plans would be
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multiple-use in nature. They would be developed in consultation with interested parties and
coordinated with wildlife, wild horse and burro, watershed, and wilderness plans. Key
components of AMPs are dlotment specific objectives, monitoring sudies, grazing systems,
range improvements, and evauations.

Grazing Treatments and Systems. A grazing treatment describes the leved of grazing use and
periods-of-use for aunit (usudly a pasture) of an dlotment, or an entire alotment in one or
more years. Grazing trestments are the building blocks of the grazing plan, and are designed to
improve rangeland condition by manipulating livestock grazing to accomplish objectives of
management. The deferment of grazing or complete rest from grazing during the critica growth
period of key management species would alow these species to maintain and/or increase their
dengity, compasition, vigor, production, and reproduction. The following rest treestments (Sngly
or in various combinations) would be combined with scheduled grazing trestments to form
grazing systemsin amps for specific alotments.

Treatment one: Rest from livestock grazing for two consecutive growing Seasons
(approximately April 1 of one year to August 31 of the following year. Two growing seasons of
rest would alow key management species to improve vigor, increase litter accumulation, seed
production, and seedling establishment. Rest for two growing seasonsis required in order for
grass seedlings to devel op adequate root growth to withstand gppreciable grazing and trampling
(Hormay 1970.)

Trestment two: Livestock grazing from midsummer to fal (gpproximatdy July 16 to November
15 dates vary with allotments). Grazing after seed-ripe would provide better seed dispersd and
trampling. When coupled with other trestments that provide for spring rest the following yesr,
this treetment would dlow an improvement in plant vigor and seedling establishment for key
grass species and many shrubs.

Trestment three: Provide rest from livestock grazing for two years, until seedlings are
established or until it is determined that a vegetation manipulation or recovery project is
unsuccessful. This treatment provides the protection necessary for establishment or recovery of
key management species following wildlife seeding, burning, or herbicide spraying projects.

Treatment four: Defer livestock grazing from early spring to midsummer each year
(approximately April 1 to June 30). This treatment may be required yearly and could be
retained until the systlems are implemented. Improved vigor and reproduction of key
management species in each dlotment would result. Where intensive grazing management
systems are implemented, utilization levels may be exceeded during each grazing cycle. The
periodic rest from grazing would alow the key management speciesto increase in vigor and
production.
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Treatment five: For key deer winter range where bitterbrush is the key species, a specid
grazing treatment is recommended. This requires two years of rest, followed by one year of
grazing after seed-ripe and findly one year of season-long grazing. Variations of this trestment
are acceptable aslong as they include the two-year rest period required for bitterbrush seed
production.

Range Improvements. Range improvements will be developed to meet identified management
objectives. Fencing and water developments improve livestock distribution, especialy when
developed in conjunction with a grazing management plan. Table 2-1 identifies potentid range
improvements and their codts.

Resource Monitoring. Future adjussmentsin livestock and wild horses will be based on
consultation with interested parties and an analyss of data from monitoring sudies. This
involves the use of vegetation study techniques to measure ecologica status and trend, grazing
utilization and digtribution, actud use information, and cdlimatic data. Category | dlotments have
the grestest number of resource conflicts and potentia for improvement. Therefore, more
intengve range monitoring efforts, including frequency transects (1981 Nevada Range
Monitoring Procedures), key area utilization, ecologica status, use pattern mapping, actua use,
and precipitation studies will be implemented or continued in these dlotments to determine
whether management objectives are being met with proposed management treatments.
Management and/or grazing use levels may be changed based upon results of these studies.

Few changes in management or treatments are anticipated for Category M and C dlotments.
Therefore, lessintengve range monitoring efforts, including utilization, actua use, precipitation,
and perhaps afew frequency studies within sdlected key areas will be implemented or
continued to determine whether current conditions are being maintained, and existing resources
protected with present management.

Congruct the following range improvements in the Lahontan Resource Area: (1) Four miles of
water pipeline, (2) One windmill, (3) Four water storage tanks and sixteen water troughs, (4)
Three soring developments, (5) One hundred thirty-four miles of fence and nine cattleguards,
(6) Treatment of 1,960 acres of brushland and old seedings, and developing 8,260 acres of
new seedings, and (7) drilling four wells and (8) twelve miles of fence removal.

Ingd| the following range improvements in the Waker Resource Areato assist in meeting
management objectives. (1) Drill two wdlls, (2) Eleven miles of weter pipeline, (3) One water
storage tank and fourteen water troughs, (4) Eight spring developments, (5) One reservoir (6)
thirty-two miles of fence and five cattleguards, (7) Brush control on 500 acres.

Ingal the following range improvementsin the Pine Nut and Markleeville planning units to assst
in meeting management objectives: (1) One Well, (2) Three water tanks, (3) Six spring
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developments, and (4) One reservair.

Reno Planning Area

Allotments in Category C will receive such management as is necessary to prevent resource
deterioration. These alotments will be monitored to detect change in resource condition should
Stuations change an dlotment may be moved into the intensive management category.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS:

1

In the Lahontan Resource Area develop AMPS/grazing syslems on 12 Category | dlotments
and grazing systems as needed on 19 Category M and 5 C dlotments to improve condition,
provide for proper utilization within key areas, achieve better livestock distribution to obtain
more uniform utilization, and provide for an increase in available forage and water for livestock,
wild horses and wildlife.

...... AMP/Grazing systems implemented on 12 Category | and 19 Category M dlotments.

In the Walker Resource Area develop AMPS/grazing systems on 7 Category | dlotments and
continue implementation of exising AMPs on 1 Category | and 4 Category M dlotmentsto
improve and/or maintain condition, provide for proper utilization within key aress, achieve
better livestock ditribution to obtain more uniform utilization, and provide for an increase in
available forage and water for livestock, wild horses and burros and wildlife.
...................... Completed AMP/Grazing systems implemented on 7 Category |
and 4 Category M dlotments

Pine Nut-M ar kleeville Planning Units.

Develop and implement AMPs as needed. AMPs have been identified for development on dl

four Category l dlotments. . ... Completed
....................................... Implemented, Pinenut Allotment decisions.
....................................... Implemented Buckeye dlotment decisions.
....................... Implemented, Churchill Allotment decisons and grazing system.
...................................... Implemented, Servsese Allotment decision.

Obtain necessary easements to insure continued access over Cottonwood Stock Trail in the
HaniganAllotment. . .. ................ Completed Easement Acquired November 1989.

Delete the Dead Horse Well dlotment by incorporating it into the LeBeau Flat and Phillips Well
adlotments. . ... .. Completed
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Adjugt dlotment boundaries in the Antelope Mountain Allotment to reflect changesin land use.
.............................................................. Completed

Combine the Shove Springs and Hungry Vdley dlotments into the Paiute Canyon Allotment.
.............................................................. Completed

Combine Peavine and Black Springs into Peavine Mountain alotment
........................................... Completed and transferred to USFS

Reegtablish the Lincoln Hat Allotment by splitting it off from the Spring Gulch Allotment.
Change livestock use from sheep to cattle and establish agrazing period from 12/31 to 1/31.
.............................................................. Completed

Eliminate the Colony Settlement Allotment and incorporate the remaining public land into the

Hudson HillsAllotment. . ... e Completed
Combine Fish Springs and Jacobson dlotments with the Buckeye Allotment. . . . . . Completed
Combine the Gold Hill Allotment with the Carson Plainsdlotment. ............ Completed

Continue rangdand and watershed monitoring to determine if management objectives are being
met and what future adjustmentsin grazing use are necessary.

In the long-term, the range monitoring program would provide data on which to base future
adjugmentsin livestock and wild horse use and to identify additiona range improvements. All
future adjustments and improvements would be designed to achieve the objectives of this
dternative.

Theinitid assgnment of dlotments into the categories of “Maintain,” “Improve,” and
“Cugtodia,” would be evauated periodicdly. These eva uations would assure that the
management objectives are being reached and that AMPs and range improvements would be
initiated for those alotments requiring more intensive managemern.

Reno Planning Area

Allotments in Category C will receive such management as is necessary to prevent resource
deterioration. These alotments will be monitored to detect change in resource condition, should
Stuations change an dlotment may be moved into the intensive management category.

Livestock use (numbers, class, periods of use) will be permitted as authorized under a 10-year

permit. Increases in use may be alowed when consistent with multiple use objectives.
Prescribed flexibility will occur in livestock operations through consultation
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Through consultation and coordination in a public process develop or revise intensive grazing
systems with monitoring that will insure proper periods of use as part of alotment management
plans. Prioritization of Category | dlotments will be made through consultation and
coordination. CRMPisthepreferredprocess. ..., Completed

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

Benefit Cogt (B/C) andysis will be performed on improvements required to implement
Allotment Management Plans and other appropriate activity plans subsequent to the EIS. Such
improvements will be andyzed on an alotment basis.

Permanent roads will not be constructed into project Sites. Existing access, off road trave, or
temporary roads which could be rehabilitated after construction will be used.

Congruction of dl fences will conform to the objectives and specifications in Bureau manua
1737 to assure minimizing impacts on wildlife, wild horses, recreation, and visua resources.

The dearing of vegetation from project sites will be restricted to the minimum amount
necessary.

Application of herbicides such as 2,4-D on treatment aress to reduce sagebrush and other plant
species would be in accordance with procedures established in Bureau Manua 9222 and other
applicable regulations, laws, and court orders to ensure non-impairment of other than target

Species.

All disturbed areas will be rehabilitated where such action is necessary and practica to replace
ground cover and prevent erosion.

Maintenance of structurd improvements shall be provided by the user deriving the primary
benefit from the improvement through cooperative agreements and as specified in the Bureau's
range improvement policies.

Livestock permits will be adjusted, if necessary, to reflect decreases in public land acreage
avalablefor livestock grazing use within an dlotment as aresult of land disposa.

When public lands are disposed of or devoted to a public purpose which precludes livestock
grazing, the permittees and lessees will be given two years prior notification, except in cases of
an emergency (i.e, military defense requirements in the time of war, natura disasters, nationa
emergency needs, etc.), before their grazing permit or grazing lease and grazing preference may
be canceled in whole. A permittee or lessee may unconditionaly waive the two prior
notifications. Such waivers shal not prejudice the permittee’ s or lessee’ sright to reasonable
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compensation for the fair market value hisinterest in authorized permanent range improvements
located on these public lands.

Livestock grazing will be deferred for at least two growing seasons on dl vegetation
manipulation projects, including prescribed burns, to alow vegetation to be established.

Wildlife escgpe ramps will beingaled in dl livestock troughs to prevent wildlife from drowning.

ACTIVITY PLANS:

1
2.
3.

Waker Resource Area Rangedland Program Summary . ... ............. November 1989.
Lahontan Resource Area Rangeland Program Summary Update .. ..... ... December 1989.
Desatoya Mountains EcosysemManagementPlan .. ....................... July 1999.

The following dlotments are managed under provisions of the Desatoya Ecosystem
Management Plan: (1) Clan Alpine 03009, (2) Porter Canyon 10013, (3) Eastgate 03020, and
(4) Edwards Creek 03021.

Allotment Management Plans

Northern CCFO
Antdlope Mountain 03001 Frenchman Hat 03024
Carson 03003 Horse Springs 03032
Big Canyon 03004 Hole In the Wall 03030
Congdantia 03012 Mountain Well-Laplat 03039
Red Rock 03014 Paiute 03043
Dixie Vdley 03018 Rock Springs 03049
Fanigan 03022

Southern CCFO
Artesa 03500 Hudson Hills 03545
Buckeye 03509 Lincoln Hat 03555
Central 03516 Parker Butte 03572
Churchill Canyon 03518 Perry Spr-Deadman 03573
Gafidd Hat 03535 Filot-Table Mountain 03574
Gray Hills 03539

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1

2.
3.

Standards and Guiddines for Rangeland Hedlth, Sierra Front Northwestern Great Basin,
February 12, 1997.

Fina EIS Vegetaion Treatment on BLM Lands In Thirteen Western States. . . . . . . July 1991
CdiforniaVegetation Management Fnd EIS ........................... August 1988
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GISMAP REFERENCES:
1. LSG-1 Herd Management Aress, Livestock Grazing Allotments
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WILD HORSE AND BURROS

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 4700 - Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro
Management 11/23/88)

It isthe policy of the Bureau of Land Management, in accordance with the Wild Free-Roaming Horse
and Burro Act (Public Law 92-195, as amended) and other laws governing the public lands, to:

1

Protect, manage, and control wild horses and burros on public lands as an integra part of the
public land’ s ecosystem. Appropriate management levels shdl be determined for Wild horses
and burros through the resource management planning process. Wild horses and burros shdl be
consdered comparable with other resource vaues on each herd areain the formulation of
resource management plans and managed as sdf-sustaining populations of hedthy animalsin
ba ance with other uses and the productive capecity of their habitat. Current inventories of herd
management areas shdl be maintained. Management of wild horses and burros shal be
congtrained as necessary to ensure the protection of the habitat of a candidate, threatened, or
endangered species. Management actions shal be at the minimum feasible leve that dlows
attainment of herd and habitat objectives and protects the range from deterioration associated
with over population. Wildhorse and burro ranges shall be designated when it is determined to
be in the public interest to manage herd management areas principaly, but not necessarily
exclusvely, for wild horses and burros.

Remove excess wild horses and burros from public lands to preserve and maintain athriving
ecologica baance and multiple-use rdaionship. Priority shdl be given to removing wild horses
and burros from private land when the landowner submits a written request to BLM for their
removd.

Destroy humandy old, sick, or lame wild horses and burros, using methods judged acceptably
for euthanasia of large animas by the American Veterinary Medica Association Pand on
Euthanasia. Excess wild horses that are not adopted shall be humanely maintained by the BLM
or its agents, preferably on sanctuaries on private land, until such time that the BLM is ordered
by an appropriate authority to implement the provision in the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and
Burro Act for destruction of unadopted excess wild horses and burrosin the most humane and
cost-efficient manner possible.

Ensure that aircraft and motor vehicles used to administer the Act meet gppropriate safety
sandards and are operated in a safe and humane manner and that a public hearing is held prior
to the use of helicopters to capture wild horses and burros and motor vehicles to transport
captured animals.
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5. Pace hedth excess wild horses and burros in private maintenance with qudified individuas who
pay afee established by regulation. The Director may reduce the adoption fee for excess wild
horses and burros not adopted at the sandard fee when the Director determinesitisin the
public interest to do so. The BLM shdl convey title to eigible adopters at the end of 1 year of
humane private maintenance.

6. Carry out compliance activities necessary to ensure humane treatment of adopted wild horses
and burros.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS
DESIRED OUTCOMES

1. Initidly, manage for wild horses and their habitat in herd areas at current population levels, or at
aleve identified in an gpproved activity plan.
.............................. Completed, AMLs st through multiple use decisions.
2. Maintain sound thriving populations of wild horses within herd management aress.

3. Maintain or improve the condition of public rangelands to enhance productivity for wild horses
and burros within herd management aress.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS

1. Totaly remove wild horses from the following aress.
A.PahRahWHA .. e Completed 1984.
B.JUMBOWHA ... Completed 1984.
C.Southern PineNUtWHA ... ... . Completed 1984.

Removad in these areas is the result of conflicts resulting from wild horse use of private lands

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
1 Propose an area of about 68,000 acresin the Marietta Land Areafor designation as the
MariettaNational WildBurroRange. . ............ ..., Completed 1991.

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS
1 Conduct wild horse gatherings to initidly maintain the herds at the current population levels
established in the RMP and outlined in the following:

Herd Area Appropriate Management L evel Date
A. Lahontan 7-10 1993
B. Horse Mountain 60-95 1992
C. Pine Nuts Trace
D. South Stillwaters 16 1994
E. North Stillwaters 49 1994
F. August Mountains 155
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G. Clan Alpines 619-979 1992
Herd Area Appropriste Management L evel Date
H. Desatoya Mountains/Both F.0s.73-98/127-180 1992
[. Fanigan 80-124 1990
K. Dogskin Mountain 10-15 1994
L. Granite Peak 11-18 1993
M. Garfiedd Flat (horses) 83-125 Nov. 1996
N. Marietta (burros) 78-104 Nov. 1998
O. Montgomery Pass (horses) 38*1
P. Pilot Mountain (horses) 228-346*2 Oct. 1993
Q. Pine Nut-northern (horses) 119-179 Aug. 1995
R. Powdl Mountain (horses) 3*1*3 ... Transferred to USFS.
S. Wassuk (horses) 109-165
T. New Pass (horses) 69-90 1992
U. Fort Sage 36
Total 4,064

*1 The Forest Service has management responsibility for these herd areas. Population levels listed are prorated to
percent BLM lands. The population of the Montgomery Pass Herd Areais an estimated current population figure.
Actual management levels will be determined by the Forest Service.

*2 The Gabbs Valley Range Herd Area has been combined with the Pilot Mountain Herd Area.

*3 The Powell Mountain Herd Area population will be managed to maintain the population set in an existing
MANBgEMENt PLaN. . . . o oo Transferred to USFS

Develop eleven water sources for wild horses and burros. (7 in the Waker Resource Area and
4 in the Lahontan Resource Areq). Firg priority will be a gpring development in the Filot
Mountain Herd Area. Second priority will be awell in the Horse Mountain Herd Area. Other
water developments will be determined in subsequent HMAPs.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Develop and implement Herd Area Management Plans for wild horse herds and burrosin the
following arees:

A. Horse Mountain J. Pine Nut-northern

B. Clan Alpine (revison) K. Gafidd

C. Fanigan L. Filot Mountain

D. Augusta Mountains M. Wassuk

E Lahontan N. Fort Sage

F. South Stillwater Range 0. Tule RidgeMahogany Hats

G. Dogskin Mountain P. North Stillwater Range
H. Granite Peak Q. Desatoya Mountains

l. Marietta
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Wild horse and burro management in specific areas will be guided by HMAPs. The plans will
be developed through consultation with interested parties and coordinated with livestock,
wildlife, and watershed plans. They will be focused on wild horse and burro management
through maintaining or improving wild horse and burro populations and habitats, devel opment
of water sources, and population and habitat monitoring studies.

The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) has been designated lead management responsibility for wild
horses in the Powell mountain and Montgomery Pass Wild Horse Herd Areas. The USFS has
prepared a management plan for the Powell mountain Wild Horse Territory (USFS term) which
sets the wild horse population management level at 29. The Forest Service isin the process of
preparing a management plan for the Montgomery Pass Wild Horse Territory which may
require adjustments in that population.

Monitoring of wild horse and burro populations will be conducted in accordance with Nevada
State Office Manua Supplement 4730.

Designated wild horse and burro ranges are devoted primarily to the protection and
preservation of wild horses or burros. This means that other uses may be constrained to the
extent necessary to provide fully for their welfare. This could require reductions or closure to
livestock grazing, athough in the case of the Marietta Herd Area, current livestock/wild burro
use areas overlap only dightly.

Desgnation of wild horse and burro rangesis reserved to the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management. Following gpprova of the Waker RMP, the recommendation for designation of
the Marietta National Wild Burro Range will be forwarded to the Director for hisher action.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

Section four of the Wild Horse and Burro Protection Act of 1971, requires that wild horses
and burros that stray from public lands on to privately owned lands be removed on request of
the landowners.

Fencesin wild horse and burro herd areas will be located or constructed in accordance with
BLM Manud Supplement 4730 so as to minimize interference with the norma distribution and
movement of wild horses. Sdlected portions of new fences constructed in these areas will be
flagged or otherwise marked for one year after construction to make them more visble to
horses and burros.

A range of wild horse numberswill be set for eech HMA. The upper end of the range will not
exceed the carrying capacity of the HMA so that an ecological balance can be maintained
between wild horses, livestock, wildlife and their habitat. The range of horse numbers will be
designed to maximize the interva between removals (3-5 years). Also, contraceptive
techniques may be used to dow the rate of an increase of wild horses within the HMAs. Older
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unadaptable horses may be removed from a herd management area within the Resource Area
that is over gppropriate management level and relocated to a herd management areathat is
under gppropriate management level.

Helicopter capture techniques will be the primary method used to capture horses. Where
feasble, water trapping will be used. Roping and capture net techniques may be used when

necessary.

Riparian area fencing will be utilized when necessary to protect these areas. Spring
development and protection may be undertaken to increase the quantity and quaity of water at
these sources for the use by wild horses, wildlife and livestock.

ACTIVITY PLANS

Herd Area Management Plans

7.

o0k wphNE

Horse Mountain
Clan Alpine
New Pass
Granite Peak
Dogskin

South Stillwater

Marietta

Northern CCFO

December 1991

July 1993

August 1993
August 1993

July 1994

March 1995

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1

GISMAP REFERENCE:

None

1

Southern CCEO

Lahontan
Desatoya
Fanigan

Fort Sage
Augugta Mtn.
North Stillwater

LSG-1 Herd Management Aress, Livestock Grazing Allotments

WHB-5

May 1991
July 1993
October 1990
March 1995
March 1995
February 1994
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RIPARIAN MANAGEMENT

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 1737 Riparian-Wetland Area Management 12/10/92)
1 Departmental Policy. The Department of the interior has a mandate for management of the
Nation's natura resources, including riparian-wetland areas. The Department’ s policy isto:
A. Exercise leadership and take action to avoid, to the extent possible, the long- and
short-term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of
wetlands and floodplains.

B. Avoid the direct or indirect support of wetland or floodplain projects whenever thereisa
practica aternative,

2. BLM'’s Palicy. In accordance with the laws, EO’s, and Departmenta policy to maintain,
restore, or improve riparian-wetland ecosystems to achieve a hedth proper functioning
condition that assures biologicd diveraty, productivity, and sustainability, it isthe BLM’s policy
to:

A. Use an interdisciplinary team to conduct and maintain an inventory of dl riparian-
wetland areas, quantifying physicd, biological, chemica condition and potentid.

B. Focus management on entire watersheds using an ecosystemn approach and involving al
interested landowners and affected parties whenever possible.

C. Achieve riparian-wetland area improvement and maintenance objectives through
management of existing and future uses wherever feasible.

D. Ensure that new resource management plans (RMP's) and activity plans, and existing
plans when revised, recognize the importance of riparian-wetland values, and initiate
management to maintain, restore, improve or expand them.

E. Prescribe management for riparian-wetland vaues that is based upon site-specific
characterigtics and settings.

F. Use an interdisciplinary team approach to monitor and eva uate management activitiesin
riparian-wetland areas and revise management practices where objectives are not being met.

G. Ensure public involvement in the planning and management of riparian-wetland
ecosystems. Thisincludes federd, state, loca governments, and industry organizations
sharing information, implementing management actions, coordinating activities, and
providing education on the vaue , productivity, and management of riparian-wetland
aress.
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H. Retain riparian-wetland areas in public ownership unless disposal would be in the public

interest, and acquire riparian-wetlands as determined in the land use planning system.

l. Identify, encourage, and support research and studies needed to ensure that riparian-
wetland area management objectives can be properly defined and met. Incorporate
research findings into the planning and management of riparian-wetland ecosystems.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Protect and maintain existing and potentiad fisheries and riparian areasin good or better
condition. (Proper functioning condition).

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
See Wildlife Section.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

2.

Riparian protection measures would involve implementation and evaduation of grazing
management systems and techniques which have been designed to enhance riparian habitats
before initiating extensve fencing of specific areas to exclude wild horses and livestock.
Riparian and fisheries habitat protection measures will involve fencing of some specific areasto
prevent over-utilization and trampling. Some grazing uses by livestock and wild horses could
occur on those riparian areas where monitoring studies indicate the area has recovered to a
good or better condition class. The degree and season of grazing use will be determined
through consultation and coordination with affected livestock permittees and other interested
parties.

See Wildlife Section.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

1

None

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:
None
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ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1 Standards and Guiddines for Rangeland Hedth; Sierra Front Northwestern Greet Bagin;
February 12, 1997.

2. Riparian-Wetland Initiative for the 1990's, September 1991.

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1. None
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FORESTRY

NATIONAL POLICY:

1

None

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Forest and woodland management will be based on the principles of multiple use, sustained
yield, and ecosystem management.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
Allow commercid timber sdles (Markleeville and Long Valey Planning Units) consistent with
VRM class designations and objectives for scenic value management.

Commercid sdeswill not be dlowed inthe Class 1l VRM area (Indian Creek Recredtion
Lands) that is highly visible from recrestion devel opments unless needed for disease or hazard
reduction.

Sdvage and sanitation cutting of commercid timber and other cutting consstent with VRM and
wildlife guiddines will be provided for in the Long Vdley and Markleeville Planning Units.

Sl green pinyon and juniper for fuelwood and fence podts, for persond use, at the rate of up
to 5,000 cords and 1,000 posts annually. These sales would take place only in areas where
there would be no conflicts, or in areas where the conflicts could be mitigated.

The sde of dead standing and down fuelwoods, for personal use, with the exception of standing
cottonwood or aspen will continue in the Reno Planning Area outside of deer migration
corridors and identified critica watersheds. Any sdeswithin identified high erosion areas must
not reduce ground cover more than 50 percent.

The JW. Ranch areawill be open to woodcutting for a one-year period to improve forage for
wintering mule deer.

Finyon pine nuts may be harvested throughout the Field Office area of jurisdiction. Thefirst 25
pounds are free and do not require apermit. After the initial 25 pounds the harvester is
consdered acommercid user and will be required to get a permit and pay fair market vaue.
Commercid useis subject to Field Office Manager approvd.

Protect the five-acre stand of western white pine located in T 11N. , R 22E. , Sec. 16, from
damage or destruction.
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Limit logging in the East Fork of the Carson River Canyon to Class |l VRM recommendations.
Logging would be dlowed if the visud qudity of the canyon will be maintained. Salvage logging
will be dlowed if the Watashema Dam is constructed.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

V egetation manipulations such as chaining, burns, and chemica trestments will be dlowed only
after attempts have been made to sdll or dispose of forest products through forestry saes
programs.

Sdl vegetation and woodland products such as pine boughs, pine cones, ephedra, juniper
berries, ming moss, wildlings, and others as supply and demand dlows.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

The establishment of greenwood cutting areas and harvest levels will be implemented through
Woodland Management Activity Plans which include ten-year sale levels and are based on
woodland inventories and classfications.

Commercid firewood and Christmas tree sdles will be dedlt with on acase by case basis.
These saleswill be covered by an environmenta assessment and a checklist of contract
dtipulations that conform with the guidelines developed in the Carson City Woodland
Management Policy (BLM Manud Supplement, 1983). Commercia sales may be ether
negotiated or competitive bid depending on the sze of the sde and loca demand. Sales of
250,000 board feet or more will be competitive bid.

A variety of woodland products will continue to be available to the public. Designated green
firewood and Chrismas tree cutting areas will be maintained and devel oped as public demand
directs. Firewood gathering and Christmas tree cutting by individuas for home use will be
permitted in these areas. Woodland products will be sold at fair market value. Maximum Field
Office-wide harvest rates are currently 5,000 cords and 16,000 Christmas trees annually.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

Forest resources will continue to be evaluated case-by-case as a part of project level planning.
Such evduations will consder the sgnificance of the proposed project and the sensitivity of the
forest resources in the affected area. Stipulations will be included with harvest authorizations to
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assure the project meets forest management objectives for each project.

2. Harvest procedures will require limiting individud cutters to five cords per year where demand
ishigh.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. Fina EIS Vegetaion Treatment on BLM Lands In Thirteen Western States. . . . . . . July 1991
2. CdiforniaVegetation Management Fnd EIS .. ....... ... ... ... ... ... August 1988

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1. None
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WILDLIFE

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 6500 - Wildlife and Fisheries Management 06/17/88)
The generd policies below are supplemented by more specific policiesin BLM Manua Sections 1622
and 6501-6880. It is BLM policy to manage habitats with emphasis on ecosystems to ensure sdlf-
sugtaining populations and a natura abundance and diversity of wildlife, fish, and plant resources on the
public lands. To carry out this responghility, the BLM will:

1

10.

Prepare and maintain on a continuing bad's, an inventory of the wildlife and fish resources, plant
communities, and threstened, endangered, and candidates (specid status) species on the public
lands.

Ensure full consderation of the wildlife, fish, and specid datus speciesin land use plansand
other BLM activities.

Use drategic planning to establish long range god's and objectives for the wildlife, fish and
specid Satus species and identify management activities needed to achieve these goals and
objectives.

Develop and implement habitat management plansidentified during the planning process.

Ensure al activity plans (HMPs, AMPs, etc.) Include ste specific objectives for wildlife, fish,
and specid status species and the actions necessary to achieve those objectives.

Monitor ongoing management actions and determine if habitat management objectives are being
met.

Carry out habitat management activities identified during the planning process and in NEPA
documents.

Maintain the continued effectiveness of habitat improvements.

Maintain a gaff of professond employees with the formd training and expertise necessary to
achieve the objectives of the program.

Ensure alevel of communication and coordination necessary to provide effective cooperation

between BLM, private groups, and local, state and federd agencies concerned with
management of the wildlife, fish, and specid datus species on the public lands.
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11. Support or carry out research necessary to ensure availability of data and techniques necessary
for proper and efficient management of the wildlife, fish, and soecid Satus species.

12. Develop and maintain wildlife and fisheries automated records and systems with a balance of
gandardization and flexibility to improve the efficiency and manageshility of the program and
resources.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS
DESIRED OUTCOMES
1. Initidly, manage habitats for existing numbers of big game.

2. Manage wildlife habitat for along-term god of providing forage for reasonable numbers of big
game asfollows.

L ahontan Resource Area
(see Lahontan Rangeland Program Summary, December 1989 for alotment specific alocations)

Species Animal Unit Months (AUMYS)

A. Mule Deer 13,254

B. Bighorn Sheep 960

C. Antelope Objectivesonly in RPS,

Walker Resource Area
(see Wdker Rangeland Program Summary, November 1989 for dlotment specific alocations)

Species Animal Unit Months (AUMS)

A. Mule Deer 9,220

B. Bighorn Sheep 180

C. Antelope Objectivesonly in RPS.

3. Protect and maintain existing and potentia fisheries habitat and riparian habitatsin agood or
better condition.

4. Maintain and improve wildlife habitat, including riparian/stream habitats, and reduce habitat
conflicts while providing for other gppropriate resource uses.

5. Maintain or improve the habitat condition of meadow and aguatic areas. Habitat condition for
any wildlife species can be defined as the ability of a pecific areato supply the forage, cover,
water and pace requirements of an anima. Habitat condition, therefore, is a measure of habitat
quality, and is determined by assessments, surveys and sudies.

6. Maintain or improve the condition of the public rangelands so as to enhance productivity for al
rangeland vaues (induding wildlife).
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LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
Support reintroduction of Lahontan cutthroat trout, bighorn sheep and other endemic species
into suitable, potentid and historic habit.

Species Site(s)
A. Bighorn sheep Stillwater Mountains, Clan Alpine Mountains, Desstoya
Mountains
B. Lahontan cutthroat trout  Streams and springs identified by NDOW as potentid habitat
C. Other T&E fish Streams and springs identified by NDOW as potentid habitat

Reno Planning area

Intensive grazing sysems will be implemented on the category | dlotments within mule deer
habitat areas which have cattle, and will recognize bitter-brush as a key species on these
dlotments.

The Faye Canyon, Spratt Creek and Hangman allotments will continue as arees set aside for
wildlife use.

Limit OHV use to designated roads and trails in the Petersen Mountain and Sand Hills crucid
deer aress.
......... Federa Register Notice, Sept. 15, 1988 Closed Petersen Mountains Y ear round.
........................................... Sand Hills Closed Dec. 1 - April 30.

Close Beddl Hat strutting ground to OHV use from March 1 to May 30 each year.
............................................ Strutting Ground has Disappeared.

The Jacks Valey Wildlife Management Areawill be closed to OHV s between Dec. 1t and
May 1sannualy. .......... .. Transferred to USFSin 1988.

Limit vehicle traffic to desgnated roads and trails in the higher evations of the Pine Nut
Mountains. All exigting roads and trailswill be designated open to OHV use except where
roads or trails impact sengtive meadows, seeps, orings and other waters asidentified in the
watershed decisons.

Protect Jack's Valey Wildlife Management Area (WMA) from wildfires, especidly that
portion of it south of Jack'sValeyroad. .................. Transferred to USFS in 1988.

Carson City Didtrict's Normd Y ear Fire Plan will provide for maximum protection of Sand Hills
deer winter range from wildfires.

Protect al occupied identified raptor eyries threatened by OHV events or mining operations
with area closures from March 1t thru June 15.
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The W Ranch areawill be open to commercid or noncommercia wood cutting for a one year
period to improve forage for wintering mule deer. If this practice does not accomplish the
desired objective, chaining and reseeding will be dlowed.

Dead-standing or live cottonwood or aspen trees will remain. Any dead or live treesin
identified deer migration corridors will be Ift for wildlife use.

All riparian areas will be given specid management consideration through the consultation and
coordination process to provide for adequate protection.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS

Acquire private lands in the following areas for wildlife

A. Lassen-Washoe deer winter range and migration corridor. About 7,400 acres.
.............................. Petersen Exchange Acquired 3,812 acres, April 1996.
......................... PermaBilt Exchange Acquired 123 acres, September 1997.

B. East Waker River lands for fisheries and wildlife habitat management.
................................................ Transferred to USFS in 1988

C. Pine Nut Mountains for wildlife habitat management, about 35,000 acres.
........................ PermaBilt Land Exchange Acquired 4,310 acres, June 1997.

Acquire lega accessto Faye Canyon, Bagley Valey and the Hangman's Bridge area near
Markleeville. Lega access will be acquired in coordination with the USFS,
............................... Completed Faye/Luther Trailhead EA, August 2000

Acquire or provide lega access through or around Big Canyon, Cottonwood Canyon and
Hardscrabble Canyon to provide vehicular access into the VirginiaMountains. Lega access
will be provided for adminigtration of BLM lands.

.................................. Cottonwood Canyon Easement Acquired, 1990.

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

Implement range improvement projects to protect and improve (big game) mule deer, bighorn
sheep, sage grouse, fisheries, and riparian habitat and to improve livestock and wild horse
digribution and vegetation utilization. Thisincludes

A. Protection of 10.7 miles of fishable rivers and creeks.

B. Rehahilitation of meadow habitats in the McBride Hat dlotment.
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Protection of 20 developed spring sources and 7 undevel oped riparian aress.

Remova of 600 acres of pinyon-juniper overstory on selected sitesin the Pine Nut
Mountains, Excelsor Mountains, Wassuk Range, and the McBride Hat area through
fuewood harvest.

Ingtalation of 10 guzzlers.

Deveopment of water for wildlife at six soring development and 5 undevel oped riparian
aress.

Remova of 250 acres of pinyon-juniper and potentid chaining and seeding in the JW
ranch area.

Protection of 95 smdl wildlife habitat aress.

Thisaso includes protection of riparian/meadow habitat areas with the following
priority:

Site Miles Acres
1. Edwards Creek 4.6

2. Horse Creek 5.0

3. Big Dens Creek 6.0

4. Cherry Vdley Meadows 1,600

5. Park Canyon Creek 11

6. Willow Creek 34

7. War Canyon Creek 51

8. Cherry Creek 4.6

9. Carson River 0.2

. The protection of 65 pring sourcesis aso included with the following top 20 prioritized.

Inventory Number Area L ocation

1. KO780008A 13 Cherry Vdley T.20N., R.36 E, Sec.33, NE

2. KO770001A 13 SouthWar Canyon  T.20N., R.26 E, Sec.13, NESW
3. KO770002A 13 SouthWar Canyon  T.20 N., R.36 E, Sec.23, NWNW
4. KO770003A 13 SouthWar Canyon  T.20 N., R.36 E, Sec.23, SWSW
5. KO780003A 13 SouthWar Canyon  T.20 N., R.36 E, Sec.28, SESW
6. L0020007B 63 Burnt Canyon T.19N., R.33 E, Sec.33, NESW
7. DO370001A 13 Cherry Vdley T.20N., R.36 E, Sec.20, SESE

8. D0370002A 58 Cherry Vdley T.20N., R.36 E, Sec.28, SWNW
9. DO580002A 12 Siver Hill T.21 N, R.33 E, Sec.12, SENW
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10. D0O570002A 13 Siver Hill T.21N., R.33 E, Sec.07, NWNW
11. DO570001A 12 Siver Hill T.21 N, R.33 E, Sec.12, SENW
12. D0610001B 42 Mud Spring T.20N., R34 E, Sec.05, SWNE

13. DO610005A 13 East Job Canyon T.21 N., R.33 E, Sec.25, NESW
14. DO580004A 13 West Wood Canyon  T.21 N., R.34 E, Sec.30, SWNE
Inventory Number Area L ocation

15. DO360001A 36 Mount Augusta T.19N., R.36 E, Sec.09, SESE
16. KO750004A 13 NorthWar Canyon  T.20 N., R.37 E, Sec.19, NWSE
17. KO750006A 13 North War Canyon  T.20 N., R.37 E, Sec.18, NESW
18. KO750007A 13 NorthWar Canyon  T.20 N., R.37 E, Sec.18, SENW
19. K0O440004A 27 Straight Canyon T.21 N., R38 E, Sec.30

20. KO440005A 27 Rocky Canyon T.21 N., R.38 E, Sec.19

Rehabilitate 6,000 acres of burned deer winter range (Petersen Mountain).

Rehabilitate 6,000 acres of burned critical deer winter range. The specific locations and types
of rehabilitation will be determined by consultation and coordination through a public process.
CRMP isthe preferred process.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Continue implementation of the following Habitat Management Plans (HMPS):

A.JobPeak ........................ Incorporated in Stillwater HMP, completed 1987.
B.DogKin/Virginia ... .......c.uuiiii e Completed 1977.
C.Lassen/Washoe . . ..o Revised 1988.
D.DesatMountain .............ccviiiinnnnenen.. Completed 1983, Needs Revision.
E. Sand SpringgFairviewPeak . .. ... Ll Completed 1981, Needs Revision.
FAIKdiLake .......... ... i Managed by NDOW since 1980s.
G EasWdkerRiver ....... ... No Plan Transferred to USFS.
H.oJacksValey ... Transferred to USFS.
[LEXCHSOr MOUNtAIN . . ..o e No Plan.
JRIOEMOUNtAIN . .. No Plan
Ko Mina . Completed 1988
Complete or revise the following HMPs:

A.PahRah ... ... Completed 1982.
B.dUMDO . ... No Plan.
C.PneNUt ... .. e Revison completed 1987.

Fencing of small habitats will be accomplished through the Activity Planning process and will
include public participation and collaboration.
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Wildlife habitat improvement projects will be guided, in the most part, by provisonsin activity
level plans such as habitat management plans, or interdisciplinary activity plans. These plans will
be developed through consultation with interested parties and will be coordinated with
livestock, wild horse, and wilderness plans. These plans will be focused on rehabilitation and
improvement of wildlife habitat through protective fencing, water developments, grazing
management, and vegetation treatments.

Riparian protection measures would involve implementation and evauation of grazing
management systems and techniques which have been designed to enhance riparian habitat
before initiating extensve fencing of specific areas to exclude wild horses and livestock.
Riparian and fisheries habitat protection measures will involve fencing of some specific areasto
prevent over-utilization and trampling. Some grazing uses by livestock and wild horses could
occur on those riparian areas where monitoring studies indicate the area has recovered to a
good or better condition class. The degree and season of grazing use will be determined
through consultation and coordination with affected livestock permittees and other interested
parties.

Monitoring of big game habitat and fisheries will be conducted in accordance with BLM
manuas 6630 and 6672. Monitoring of other wildlife habitats will be conducted as appropriate.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:
Current BLM Riparian Area Management Guiddines, as outlined in the 1987 Policy Statement
clarified in the BLM's Riparian-Wetlands I nitiative for the 1990's shal be followed.

There shdl be no change in class of livestock from cattle to sheep in identified bighorn habitats
of any type. Current BLM guidelines for domestic shegp management in bighorn sheep habitats
asoutlined in BLM Ingtruction Memo 98-140, as updated, shal be followed.

Identified bighorn lambing areas are considered very senstive and essentid to the continued
existence of established bighorn populations. No activities shal be dlowed which adversely
affect these areas. Areas currently identified include Chalk Mountain, Bad Mountain, and the
Desatoya Mountains

Active occupied ragptor nests shdl be protected with an adminigirative one-haf mile wide buffer
to protect them from disturbance by participantsin OHV races, tral rides and other organized
recregtiond events, unless Stes specific conditions dlow otherwise.

V egetation control measures will be prohibited within 100 yards of a stream or meadow, on

sage grouse breeding complexes, or wintering grounds, unless they are intended to improve
sage grouse habitats.

WLD-7 Release 05/11/2001



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

BLM ativitiesin this digtrict shdl adhere to current BLM policies and procedures to enhance
ecosystem management on public lands.

Proposed introductions, transplants, augmentations, and reestablishment for both floral and
faund species shdl follow BLM Manua 1745, and any additional Nevada State Office
guiddines.

Anima damage control isan integra part of livestock management on public lands. It shal be
alowed to continue as it has in the past 20+ years, provided thereis a current annua plan of
work prepared by Anima Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and an environmenta andys's prepared by the digtrict, per current BLM/APHIS
guiddines.

............ Replaced with 1995 Nationa Level MOU whereby APHISADC prepares a
sate-wide EA and cooperates with BLM and NDOW in preparing an annua plan of work.

Big game guzzlers will be fenced to exclude domestic livestock and wild horses.

No broadlesf trees, dead or green, will be harvested because of their superior valuesto wildlife
for nest trees.

Where the need isidentified for wildlife use, water improvements will include protected seep
areas and fences around spring developments.

Water for wildlife will be made available at dl livestock watering developments where
appropriate.

Spring improvement projects will be fenced and water will be piped away from the sourceto a
trough or pond if necessary. Water will o be left at the spring source in accordance with
Nevada law.

All water improvements will include bird ramps in watering troughs, latera water Sites off
pipelines, overflows at troughs, protected seep areas, and fences around spring developments.

Brush control by herbicides, prescribed burning, or by mechanica meanswill be in accordance
with the Memorandum of Understanding between the Nevada Divison of Wildlife and the
Bureau of Land Management. The procedures specify, among other things, that vegetation
control measures will be prohibited on sage grouse breeding complexes, wintering grounds, or
within 100 yards of a stream or meadow.

........... All vegetation management actions in Nevadawill conform with decisonsin the
find Environmenta Impact Statement on BLM Lands in Thirteen Western States and Record
of Decison 1991. All vegetation management actionsin Cdiforniawill conform with decisons

WLD-8 Release 05/11/2001



16.

Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

in the Cdifornia V egetation Management Final Environmenta Impact Statement and Record of
Decision 1988.

BLM will adhere to current habitat modification guidelines prepared by the Western Sege
Grouse Committee of the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.

ACTIVITY PLANS

Habitat Management Plans (HMP)

1 Stillwater Range HMP . . .. ... September 1987.
2. Amendment to Stillwater Range and Clan AlpineHMPs .. ................ August 1995.
3. Lassen-Washoe Wildlife Habitat AreaHMP (Revised) ... ... oiitt June 1988.
4. DesstoyaMountainsSHMP . .. ... .. June 1994.
5. DesstoyaRange Bighorn SheepHMP . ... ... oo August 1986.
6. HMP Desart MountainsWildlife HMA .. ... ... June 1983.
7. HMP Sand Springs- Fairview Peak . ... ... April 1981.
8. HMP Dogskin - VirginiaMountain WildlifeHMA . ................... September 1977.
0. HMP Pah Rah Range WildlifeHMA . ... .. ... i August 1982.
10. PneNUtHMP (Revised) . ... e March 1987.
11, MIinaHMP August 1988.
12.  GillisMountains Desart Bighorn Sheep ReleasePackage . . .. .. ... .. .. .. October 1997.
13. Clan AlpiIneHMP ..o February 1988.

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1
2.

Lahontan Rangeland Program Summary Update . .. ................... December 1989.
Waker Resource AreaRangdland Program Summary . ... ............. November 1989.

GISMAP REFERENCE:

1
2.
3.

WLD-1 Critical Areas, Deer Winter Range, Sage Grouse Leks.
WLD-2 Critical Areas, Pronghorn Antelope, Mountain Quail
WLD-3 Critical Areas, Desert Mountain Goat, Valey Quail, Mountain Lion
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SPECIAL STATUSSPECIES

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM manua Section 6840 - Specid Status Species Management 09/16/88)
The policy of the BLM islisted below.
1. Federdly Listed Threatened and Endangered Species

A.

The BLM shall conserve T/E species and the ecosystemns upon which they depend and
ghdl use existing authority in furtherance of the purposes of the ESA. Specifically BLM
ghdl:

Determine, to the extent practical, the occurrence and distribution of &l T/E species on
lands administered by BLM, and evauate the significance of lands administered by
BLM in the conservation of those species.

Identify land administered by BLM that is essential habitat and designated Critical
Habitat of T/E species and prescribes management for the conservation of these
habitats in land use plans.

Develop and implement management plans that will ensure the consarvation of T/E
species and their habitats.

Evauate ongoing management activities to ensure T/E conservation objectives are being
met.

Ensure that dl activities affecting the populations and habitats of T/E species are
designed to be consistent with recovery needs and objectives.

. Ensure that dl actions authorized, funded, or carried out by the BLM are in compliance with

the ESA. To accomplish thisBLM ghdl:

1.

Screen dl proposed actions to determine if T/E species or their habitat will be affected.
Normdly the environmental analys's process is used, but for some actions, such as
3809 natices or APDs, no EA is prepared; however, they must sill be screened.
Initiate consultation with the FWSINMFS, as appropriate, for those actions that may
affect T/E species or their habitats.

Until the consultation proceedings are completed and afina decison has been reached,
BLM shdl not carry out any actions that would cause irreversible or irretrievable
commitment of resources or reduce the future management options for the species
involved.

Ensure that no BLM action will adversdy affect the likelihood of recovery of any T/E

Species.

Cooperate with the FWS/NMFS in planning for the recovery of T/E species. To
accomplish thisBLM shdll:

Participate on recovery teams and in recovery plan preparation, as well as State or
regional working teams responsible for T/E species recovery.
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2. Review technicd and agency review drafts of recovery plans for species affected by
BLM management to ensure that proposed actions assigned to BLM are technicaly
and adminigratively feasble and consstent with BLM’ s mission and authority.

3. Ensurethat the decisons, terms and conditions of resource management plans, and
more detailed Ste-specific plans, prepared for lands by previoudy approved recovery
plans are congstent with meeting recovery plan objectives.

D. Retain in federal ownership dl habitat essentia for the surviva or recovery of any T/E
species, including habitats used historicaly by these pecies.

Species Proposed For federa Listing. Species proposed for listing as T/E and proposed

Criticd Habitat shal be managed with the same level of protection provided for T/E species

except that forma consultations are not required.

A. BLM shdl confer with FWS/NMFS on any action that will adversdy affect a proposed
species or proposed Critica Habitat.

B. Until the conference proceedings are completed BLM shdl ensure that dl actions authorized
or carried out do not cause any irreversible or irretrievable commitment of resources or
reduce the future management options for the species involved.

Candidate Species. The BLM shdl carry out management, consistent with the principles of

multiple use, for the conservation of candidate species and their habitats and shall ensure that

actions authorized, funded, or carried out do not contribute to the need to list any of these

soecies as T/E. Specificaly BLM shdl:

A. Determine the distribution, abundance, reasons for current status, and habitat needs for
candidate species occurring on lands administered by BLM and evauate the
sgnificance of lands administered by BLM in maintaining those species.

B. For those species where lands administered by BLM or actions have a sgnificant effect on
their status, manage the habitat to conserve the species by:

1. Including candidate species as priority speciesin land use plans (BLM MS 1622).

2. Deveoping and implementing range wide and/or site-pecific management plans for
candidate species that include specific habitat and population management objectives
designed for recovery, as well as the management strategies necessary to meet those
objectives.

3. Ensuring that BLM activity thet effect the habitat of candidate species are carried out in
amanner that is congstent with the objectives for managing those species.

4. Monitoring populations and habitats of candidate species to determine whether
management objectives are being met.

C. Request technica assistance from FWS/NMFS, and other qualified sources, on any
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planned action that may contribute to the need to list a candidate species as T/E.

4, Sengtive species. Sate Directors, usudly in cooperation with sate wildlife agencies, may
designate sengitive species. By definition the sengitive species designation includes species that
could easily become endangered or extinct in agtate. Therefore, if sengitive species are
designated by a State Director, the protection provided by the policy for candidate species shdl
be used asaminimum leve of protection.

5. State Listed Species. The BLM shdl carry out management for the conservation of state listed
plants and animas. State laws protecting these species, gpply to dl BLM programs and actions
to the extent that they are congstently with FLPMA and other federal laws. In states where the
state government has designated species in categories that imply local rarity, endangerment,
extirpation, or extinction, the State Director will develop policies that will assst the saein
achieving their management objectives for those species.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS
DESIRED OUTCOMES
1. None

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS

1 Support reintroduction of Lahontan cutthroat trout, bighorn sheep and other endemic species
into suitable, potentid and historic habit.

Species Site(s)
A. Bighorn sheep Stillwater Mountains, Clan Alpine Mountains, Desstoya
Mountans
B. Lahontan cutthroat trout  Streams and springs identified by NDOW as potentia habitat
C. Other T&E fish Streams and springs identified by NDOW as potentia habitat

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
1. None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
1. None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1. Use fencing, emergency OHV closure, no disposal of public lands, minerals coordination, or
any other legal means necessary to protect identified T/E plant populations. Work with
gpplicants who present mining plans to avoid destruction of T/E plant populations, following
guidance in the 43 CFR 3802 and 3809 regulations.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS
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1. None

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

1. A Threatened and Endangered Species clearance for plants or animas will be required before
any action will be gpproved could affect those species. If any action could impact a Threatened
or Endangered Species or its habitat, Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Savice will beinitiated. Results of the consultation will determine if modification or
abandonment of the project is required.

2. No actions will be authorized, funded or carried out that would contribute to the need to list a
federa Category 1 Candidate Species as Threatened or Endangered.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None

GISMAP REFERENCE:

1. WLD-1 Critical Areas, Deer Winter Range, Sage Grouse L eks.

2. WLD-2 Critical Areas, Pronghorn Antelope, Mountain Quail

3. WLD-3 Critical Areas, Desert Mountain Goat, Valey Quail, Mountain Lion
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SOIL, WATERSHED AND AIR

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Sections 7000 - Soil, Water and Air Management and 7001 -

Soil Resource Management 03/08/84)

BLM Manua Section 7000: It isthe policy of BLM to:

1. Manage the public landsin amanner that will protect and improve the qudity of the soil, water,
and air resources and watershed values associated with public lands.

2. Obtain and keep current needed soil, water, and air resource information to support the various
planning and multiple-use management activities associated with BLM administered public
lands.

3. Stop the deterioration of public lands due to accelerated erosion and runoff and rehabilitate
those areas where watershed vaues are significantly below their potentia.

4. Coordinate the BLM’ s soil, water, and air qudity activities with the related programs of State,
local and other federal agencies and departments.

5. Provide for compliance with applicable pollution contral laws, including state and federd air,
water, or other pollution control standards, programs, or implementation plans.

BLM Manua Section 7001 (08/15/84): It is the policy of BLM to:
6. Collect and maintain soil resource informetion at alevd of intendity consistent with management

needs and in accordance with the NCSS program.

7. Develop, test, and apply soil interpretations to guide the use and management of the soil and
related resources.

RMPLEVEL DECISIONS
DESIRED OUTCOMES

1. Reduce s0il loss and associated flood and sediment damage on public lands caused by
accderated wind and water erosion due to man's actions.

2. Maintain air quaity standards through case by case review of activities on public lands.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS

1. Bureau and Bureau authorized activities will be limited or prohibited in watersheds thet are
degrading, or in specific portions of those watersheds that are in the most immediate risk of
degradation. These areasinclude but are not limited to the following:
A. Northwest Reno E. East Washoe Valley
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B. Sun Vdley F. Pyramid Lake Area
C. Sparks G. Honey Lake Vdley
D. Virginia Foathills H. Other critical watersheds

Criticd or at-risk watersheds will be delineated as necessary in order to give these areas
specid congderation in activity plan development, with the god of preventing accelerated soil
loss and watershed degradation associated flood and sediment damage to private property or
adjacent lands, or to prevent destruction of important wildlife habitat. Delineste high erosion
hazard and/or flood-prone areas within the urban interface areas.

Limit any Bureau development, authorized activity, or land trestment so not to exceed a 50%
reduction in ground cover in High Erosion Susceptibility Areas (HESA). Exceptions include
water stabilization projects designed to promote vegetative cover, "open” OHV designations on
Prison Hill, North Flannigan, Pah Rah Mountains, McCldlan Pesk, and East Churchill Canyon,
non-discretionary mining and prospecting activities, lands disposd in HESAS, green firewood
cutting in Balley Canyon HESA and Christmas tree cutting in the Brunswick Canyon.

Retain public lands within 100-year flood plain boundaries. Authorize development within 100-
year flood plain only if condstent with existing federd, state and local government restrictions.

Limit off-highway vehicle use to designated roads and trailsin areas of severe eroson hazard
susceptibility and in watersheds where OHV use is causing flood and sediment problems. The
areasto belimited, include:

A. Peterson Mountain

B. Warm SpringsHungry Vdley

C. SunVvdley

D.PeavineMountain . ........ ..ot Transferred to USFS.
E. Jumbo/Geiger Grade

F. Portions of Prison and C Hill

G. Mullen Pass

Eliminate OHV usein the following aress
A. Through or in the immediate vicinity (near enough to the source area that its water
quality or quantity may be affected) of any surface water source such as a spring or

seep.

B. Any riparian zone associated with meadows, marshes, springs, seeps, ponds, lakes,
reservoirs, or streams.

C. Any channd, bank or streamed of a perennid stream. Exceptions are counties or BLM
improved roads.
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SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
1. None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
1. None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1 Initiate an erosion control trestment or management actions designed to reduce surface impacts,
in areas where accelerated erosion is occurring due to BLM authorized activities. Develop
specific management plans by watershed area, and implement action found to be economicaly
feasible,

2. All Bureau and Bureau authorized activities will be reviewed to determine appropriate measures
or dtipulations to enhance postive or reduce negative air quaity impacts.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1. Deveop and implement watershed management plans on the following water sheds:
A. Corey Creek Watershed
B.RoughCreek Watershed . ..................... Rough Creek Transferred to USFS.
It is projected that twenty erosion control structures will be required to implement these plans.

2. Egtablish goa's on a case-by-case bassin dl grazing management plansto reduce or stabilize
eroson rates by increasing ground cover. Specify those portions of each plan where sufficient
ground cover cannot be established to meet eroson gods.

3. Watershed management plans will be developed through consultation with interested parties
and will be coordinated with livestock, wildlife, and wild horse and burro management plans.
After the plans have been implemented, watershed conditions will be monitored through water
quality, wind and water erosion studies as appropriate. If necessary, changesin the future
watershed treatments will be proposed.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
1. Soil disturbance from activities on public lands will be minimized through activity planning and
environmenta assessment procedures.

2. Air qudity will be protected through compliance with the Clean Air Act of 1990 and al federd,
gate and local emission standards for air quality. Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act 42
(U.S.C. 7506 dates that “No department, agency or ingrumentdity of the federd Government
shall engage in, support in any way, or provide federa assistance for, license or permit, or
gpprove any activity which does not conform to an implementation plan after it has been
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promulgated under section 110 of the Clean Air Act.”

3. Actions which interfere with or prevent achievement of proper functioning condition of riparian-
wetland areas, and associated uplands will be avoided or mitigated.

4. Pollution control and abatement programs will be developed to provide for both environmenta
protection and reasonable resource uses.

5. Best management practices will be indtituted and necessary plans and permit requirements will
be employed in activity plans for the abatement and control of non-point source pollution from
public lands.

6. Maintain or strive to maintain al riparian systems and upland areas in proper functioning
condition. Monitor and re-assess these areas appropriately, and address riparian and upland
hedth in dl pertinent activity plans.

7. In order to insure watershed hedlth, control or eimination of noxious weeds on both upland and
riparian areas will be in cooperation with local, state, and other federal agencies, aswell private
groups or other interested parties.

ACTIVITY PLANS:
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None

GISMAP REFERENCES:
1. None
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WATER RESOURCES

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manual Sections 7240 10/31/78 - Water Quality and 7250 - Water

Rights 03/19/84)
1 BLM Manud Section 7240 Water Qudlity
A. It isthe Bureau policy to protect, maintain, restore and/or enhance the quality of water

on public lands so thet its utility for other dependent ecosystems, including present
and/or desired human environments, will be maintained equally or above legd water
quality criteria. The water quaity limits are those defined by the most stringent
applicable laws and regulations. It is dso policy to inventory, monitor, and evauate
natura and developed water systems to determine existing conditions, make
cause/effect determination of resource activities on water quaity, and recommend
appropriate actions,

2. BLM Manua Section 7250 Water Rights
A. The water policy of the BLM isthat the dates have the primary authority and
respongibility for the alocation and management of water resources within their own
boundaries, except as otherwise specified by Congress on a case-by-case basis.

B. Implement Water Policy. In order to implement the BLM water policy of Sate water
resource’ s primacy, Bureau personnd shall:
1. Cooperate with state governments under the umbrella of state law to protect al water
uses identified for public land management purposes.
2. Comply with applicable sate law, except as specificaly mandated by Congress, to
appropriate water necessary to manage public lands for the purposes intended by
congress.

C. Withdrawn Lands. Where congress has by statute withdrawn lands from the public
domain for a specific federal purpose pursuant to congressond authorization, the
Bureau may assert afedera reserved water right to appurtenant and unappropriated
water which was ungppropriated as of the date of the reservation only in the minimum

amount necessary.

D. Primary Purpose. Where the primary purposes of the reservation can be served as, or
more effectively by application of the receipt thereof of, a State appropriative water
right, the Bureau is not required to assert an otherwise available federa reserved water
right, unless the Bureau is required to participate in aMcCarran Amendment
Proceeding, in which case dl federal reserved water rights must be asserted. (See
Section .2.22A McCarran Amendment.)
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RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Maintain or enhance water qudity and availability on public lands in the field office Area of
jurisdiction.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
None

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

Water availability and distribution will be enhanced through water devel opments proposed for
livestock, wild horses, and wildlife.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Water quality will be improved through development of watershed management plans and
protection of riparian aress.

Reno Planning Area (only)

Proof of water right permits will be required regarding any or al non-reserved waters before
initiating development in such waters. If water right permit does not exi<t, the Bureau will
encourage the permittee to choose and follow through on one of the following three options:
D. Obtain water permit solely in higher name.

B. Obtain a permit as co holder with BLM.

A. Requests BLM to obtain the permit.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

The BLM under the mandates of Sections 208 and 313 of the Clean Water Act of 1977,

Executive Order No. 12088, and the provisions of the federal Land Policy and Management

Act of 1976 isrequired to comply with the State of Nevada s water quality and

implementation plan. Bureau commitment and respongbility are further emphasized by the

Memorandum of Understanding signed by the BLM. Nevada State Director in December 1980

and the Nevada Divison of Environmenta Protection. Among other things the BLM has agreed

to:

A. Continue to develop pollution control and abatement programs which provide for both
environmenta protection and reasonable resource uses on BLM administered lands.
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B. Wherever appropriate, ingtitute best managements practice and employ other necessary
plans and permit requirements in the development of Resource Management Plans, dlotment
management plans, grazing permits, etc., for the abatement and control of non-point source
pollution from public lands.

C. Develop and indtitute a*“ 208" water quaity monitoring and survey program, and upon
request, provide NDEP with any available water quality data gethered by BLM.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1. None
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FIRE MANAGEMENT

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Sections 9212- Fire Prevention 07/22/92 and 9214 -
Prescribed Fire Management 02/02/88)

BLM Manud Section 9212, Fire Prevention

Conggtent with Departmental policy (910 DM 1.4), it isthe BLM’ s palicy that:

1

Prevention of disaster wildfiresis a high priority. Commitment to an effective wildfire prevention
program is expected at dl levels within the Bureaw.

The wildfire prevention program shal be designed to minimize losses from fire condstent with
resource objectives identified in Resource Management Plans.

Wildfire prevention shdl sressthe andysis of risks, hazards and va ues and the devel opment of
specific educationd, engineering, enforcement and administrative prevention actions.

Wildfire prevention activities shal be coordinated with dl federd, state, county, and Municipa
agencies.

Each state and didtrict office shdl provide coordination, guidance, and assstance to achieve an
aggressive wildfire prevention program and shdl maintain and update as required a Wildfire
Prevention Plan integrated with the Fire Management planning process.

Wildfire Prevention Program funding shal be congstent with the identified needs as determined
through a prevention andysis that is gpproved as an operationa plan of the FMAP (BLM
9212-1).

The BLM shdl emphasize the use of hazardous fuel reduction techniques as part of the wildfire
prevention program.

BLM Manud Section 9214, Prescribed Fire Management.

8.

10.

Thefirerole and its potentid use will be consdered in establishing the management Strategy for
al ecosystems.

Prescribed fires may be initiated by planned or unplanned (unscheduled) ignition. See definitions
under 9210.

All prescribed fire (including hazard reduction) projects will support one or more gpproved
land management objective(s) derived from the Bureau’ s land management planning process.
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The planning and execution of the prescribed fire will be funded by the benefitting program(s).

Each prescribed fire project will have an approved Prescribed Fire Plan completed before
ignition and will be reported upon completion. Other agency projects supported by the Bureau
will have approved participation.

Each prescribed fire will be managed and executed in conformance with the approved plan by
qudified personne. The term qudified will include experience, training, and physicd fitness for
key positions.

Prescribed fire projects will comply with federa, state and loca regulations and standards,
including air quality and Smoke Management programs.

Pre-burn, burn, and post-burn fuel and weather measurement(s) will be taken on al prescribed
fire projects for planning purposes, prescription, compliance, and project evaluation. It may not
be necessary to take post weather measurements on fuel reduction projects.

Pre-burn and post-burn monitoring will be conducted to determine whether resource and fire
objectives are achieved, unless where previous documented experience is adequate to predict
post-burn results.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Restore fire as an integrd part of the ecosystemn, improve the diversity of vegetation and to
reduce fire hazard fuds.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
Carson City Fidd Office is divided into four fire management categories A, B, C and D (see
map X). Frewill be managed in these areas according to the following guidance.

A. Category A: Those areas where wildfires are not wanted. These areasinclude
threatened and endangered species habitat and the urban/wildland interface.

Full suppression of wildfireswill be the objective. Treatments using prescribed fire and
seective tree cutting could be used on alimited bass to reduce fuel loading and the potentia
for savere wildfires.

Wildfiresin Category A areas will be suppressed with the intent of holding them to 10 acres

or less 90% of the time, and continue aggressive suppression until fires are contained.
Category A fire management with full suppresson will be limited to about 20,000 acresin
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the Carson City Field Office adminigtrative boundary.

. Category B: Those areas where wildfires are not wanted, but if fires occur and escape,
management options on how to suppress the fireis available. It isrecognized thet fire hasa
role in the natura environment and opportunities for prescribed fire are Sgnificant. Many of
the areas in this category have a history of severe firesthat have escaped, despite aggressive
full suppression responses.

Hazardous fuels will be reduced in order to reduce the threet of rapid fire soread and
escaped fires. Techniques to accomplish this will include prescribed burning and sdective
tree cutting. Mgor consderations are wildland/urban interface, threatened, endangered, or
sensitive species habitat, or areas that have experienced so much firein thelast 10to 15
years that specid condderation is warranted.

Wildfiresin Category B areas will be suppressed with the intent of holding 90% to 10 acres
or lessin forested areas, and to 25 acres or lessin brush or grass areas. Escaped fires will
be closdly andlyzed to consider protection of life, then property and natura resources, and
suppression drategies that will most effectively meet these gods will be used. Category B
fire management will be gpplied to about 500,000 acres in the Carson City Field Office
adminigrative boundary.

Category C: Those areas where fire has a Sgnificant role in the environment, and
wildfires should be used to accomplish resource management gods. Congraints exi,
but are generdly locdized (smdl towns, ranches, riparian stes, etc.), and will require
buffer zones of full protection and fud treatments, but asawhole, the areas are
delinesated for the beneficid effects of fire. In this category, the need for prescribed fire
isless and tends to be Site specific to accomplish protection or improvement gods. The
desred future condition is a healthy ecosystem characterized by a good distribution and
proportion of successiona stages such aswill occur over time under anaturd fire
regime. The desired outcomeisthat fireswill be irregular in shape, exhibit varied
intengities, and not consume more than haf of any mgor drainage.

The objective for Category C will be to contain unplanned ignitions to less than 2,000 acres
90% of thetimein al vegetative types. Fire suppression tactics will be congtrained to
protect scenic, naturad resource, and wilderness values. Category C fire management will be
gpplied to about 1,100,000 acres in the Carson City Field Office adminidtrative boundary.

Category D: Those areas where wildfires should be dlowed to burn in amostly
unrestricted fashion to achieve resource objectives. All fires receive aresponse and
will be evaluated for potential threets or negative impacts. Fire suppression actions will
be limited to protection of small Steswith congraints (such as ranches, improvements,
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or riparian zones) by ather gpplying preventive fue's management treatment before
wildfires start or by herding wildfires around in a manner that will achieve resource
objectives. Opportunities for prescribed fire or salective tree cutting are usudly
localized in nature, either protect, enhance, or restore specific vauesin particular aress.

Wildfiresin Category D will have no specific acreage limitation. Fireswill be contained by
appropriate means where and when conditions will result in Sgnificant damage to naturd
resources or threaten private developments. Category D fire management will be gpplied to
about 3,300,000 acres within the Carson City Fed Office adminigtrative boundary.

Land to thewest of U. S. Highway 95 will be managed under a mix of fire management
categories A, B, C, and D, as depicted on Map X.

A. Category A management will occur in the Carson City urban area, areas with specid
status species, and portions of Petersen Mountain and the Sand Hills.

B. Category B management will occur to the north and east of developed areas in the western
edge of the Fidd Office, including Long and Bagley Valey and the Indian Creek Recregtion
Areain Cdiforniaand Smith, Carson, and Mason Vdleys and the Virginiaand Pah Rah
Ranges.

C. Category C management will occur in the Winnemucca Ranch area, the Pah Rah
Range, the Fine Nut Mountains, Bald Mountain, Bagley Vdley, the Desaert Mountains,
and the Wassuk Range.

D. Only one areawest of Highway 95, near Mariettain Minerd County will be managed
under Category D.

Landsto the east of U. S. Highway 95 will be managed primarily as described in Category D,
which providesfor alow intensity of fire suppression activities. Exceptionsto Category D
management include areas in Dixie and Edwards Creek Vdleys, Sand Mountain, and portions
of the Gillis Range, which will be managed under Category C.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

See Phase One through Phase Three of the Fire Management Planning Process. (Information
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Bulletin No. NV-97-061, Information Bulletin No. 97-2031.)

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Information Bulletin No. NV-99-143. Approved Fire Management Plans are not the find steps
in dlowing BLM personnd to use the full range of Appropriate Management Responses
(AMR). Until and implementation processis developed and an activity planisin place for each
polygon identified in Phase | of the FMP, including full environmenta analyss, your options to
use fire for resource benefit are severely limited. Unless thisimplementation process has been
completed, full suppression isthe only viable dternative under current policy. Asis, the current
policy, human caused fires will aways be suppressed.

In the case of awildland fire that escapesinitid attack, a Wildland Fire Stuation Andysis
(WFSA) must be completed to determine the complexity level and identify suppression
dternaives. When andyzing dterndtives, congderation should dways be given to least cost
suppression tactics as long as other resource objectives can be met.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

Fire suppression and management activities in wilderness study areas (WSAS) will be guided by
the Wilderness Interim Fire Management Plan. The objectivein WSAsisto dlow firesto play
their naturd role.

Minimum impact suppression tactics will gpply, whereby the environmenta impacts of
emergency fire management methods will be no grester than necessary to meet fire management
objectives.

Prescribed burns will be reseeded, using native species to the extent practica, wherever
resdua vegetation is not adequately abundant to revegetate the Sites naturdly, prevent
domination by invasive weed species, and meet ecosystem restoration objectives.

Increased emphasis will be placed on natura resource objectives for each fire and fuds
treetment. A monitoring and evauation program will be established to determine the
effectiveness of the management implemented. Thiswill include the purposeful collection and
andydis of datato determine the results of implementing management actions. It will require
monitoring both pre- and pogt-fire environmenta conditions. This information will be used to
adjust management determinations. Adjustment in fire and fuels management practices based
on sound scientific monitoring and andysis will be consgtent with this plan amendment.

Current standard operating procedures for environmentd andysis will be followed. Each
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proposa for a prescribed burn or selective tree cutting will be further andlyzed in a project
gpecific environmentd andyss.

The assgnment of one or more resource advisors will be astandard practice for dl intermediate
and large wildfiresin Category A and B areas. Because of reduced initid attack in Category C
and D areas, resource advisors will be assigned to dl wildfires regardiess of sze in those aress.

Fire management plans which include fire prescriptions will be devel oped before any prescribed
burning occurs.

Prescribed naturd fire plans will be developed for limited suppression aress.

ACTIVITY PLANS:

1

None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

gk owDdE

Fina EIS Vegetaion Treatment on BLM Lands In Thirteen Western States. . . . . . . July 1991
CdiforniaVegataionmanagement N EIS . .. ........ ... ... .. ... ... August 1988
Phase One Fire Management Planning Information Bulletin No. NV-97-061

Information Bulletin No. 97-2031

Information Bulletin No. NV-99-143

GISMAP REFERENCE:

1

FIR-1 Fire Category and Zones
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LANDSAND REALTY

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 2100 Acquisition 09/30/84)
It isthe policy of the Bureau to:

1

Acquire lands and interests in lands needed to manage, protect, develop, maintain, and use
resources on public lands and further provide access for public use and enjoyment of such lands
(as exemplified by perpetua access to lands having outstanding recreational value); provided
such acquistions are within the limitations of gpplicable authorities and available funds and are
in conformity with land-use plans that apply to the area involved.

Acquire the real property necessary for program operation. Before acquisition, BLM personnel
must determine whether requirements may be met by improved utilization of present holdings,
whether other suitable exigting federd holdings are available, including possible joint-use
agreements; or whether requirements may be met by obtaining excess property from other
agencies.

Obtain legd accessfor its operations through negotiations with landowners as expeditioudy as
possible. While BLM employees have aright to enter the public land and manage uses on
public land, they do not have an unrestricted right to cross private lands or use private roads to
reach public land. Negotiations must be carried out in an efficient, courteous, and fair manners
with “face to faceg’ meetings with the owners wherever possible. All negatiations shal comply
with Title 11 of the Uniform Red Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.

Purchase lands or interests in lands through the use of written instruments (deeds), only after
find review and gpprovd for technica adequacy and compliance with applicable standards by
the respective ate office Saff.

Secure awritten opinion of title from the gppropriate Regiona or Fidd solicitor asto the
aufficiency of thetitle to the land or interest therein that is being acquired by the United Sates
through purchase, exchange, or donation prior to making payment to the grantor. Thetitle
evidence must assure that proper owners are identified and unacceptable title encumbrances
must be removed from the title. Managers must comply with 40 U.S.C. 255 which states in part
“Unlessthe Attorney Genera gives prior written gpprova of the sufficiency of thetitle to land
for the purposes for which the property is being acquired by the United States, public money
may not be expended for the purchase of the land or interest therein.”

Use eminent domain only after diligent negotiations to purchase have failed, when an emergency
Stuaion exigs, or when alandowner is unable to convey acleer title.
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Accept gifts (donations) or bequests of lands or interest in lands which will help consolidate and
facilitate the management, use, and protection of the public lands and its resources. This must
be a bonafide, landowner-initiated action.

Digpose of unneeded easements under procedures delegated to the BLM from GSA to the
underlying landowner when it is determined that such easements are no longer needed by the
United States and that the United States has received fair market vaue.

Use codt effective dternatives to the direct purchase of private lands whenever possible and
only acquire the minimum interest necessary to meet the management objectives when using the
federa portion of the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

43 CFR 2200.0-6 Land Exchange Policy: (Selected Provisions)

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

The Secretary is not required to exchange any federad lands. Land exchanges are discretionary,
voluntary real estate transactions between the federa and non-federal parties............ccccccueee.

The authorized officer may complete an exchange only after a determination is made that the
public interest will be well served....................

The federd and non-federa lands involved in an exchange authorized pursuant to FLPMA as
amended shdl be located within the same State.

The authorized officer shal consder only those exchange proposas that are in conformance
with land use plans or plan amendments where gpplicable................

43 CFR 2710.0-6 Land Sale Policy (Selected Provisions)
Sdes under this part shdl be made only in implementation of an gpproved land use plan or
andysis in accordance with part 1600 of thistitle.

Public land determined to be suitable for sde shall be offered only on theinitiative of the Bureau
of Land Management. Indications of interest to have specific tracts of public lands offered for
sde shdl be accomplished through public input to the land use planning

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES

Transfer [ands out of federd ownership that is uneconomic to manage or have been identified
for community expansion or agricultural development and have little value for other resource
uses. (see land disposa map)

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
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Desgnate for potentid future digposal gpproximately 185,000 acresin of BLM managed public
lands, under jurisdiction of the CCFO, as a poal of lands which meet preliminary criteriafor
transfer from federd ownership. In generd these lands are those where BLM management is
not cost effective. To determine the land tenure designation gpplicable to specific parcels of
BLM managed public lands refer to mgp LND-1, Land Status, Disposd, Acquigition,
Retention. For specific parcelsin the Pyramid and Pine Nut Planning Units review decison 5 A
and B in this section.

A. Theseindude lands that are difficult and uneconomic to manage because of the location
and other characterigtics; (e.g. Scattered parcels south of Hawthorne and in Smith and
Mason Valleys, checkerboard lands near Fernley, Silver Springs and the Carson Sink).

B. Land that would support community expansion (e.g. land west of Y erington, land
surrounding the towns of Luning, Mina, Sodaville, Falon, Gabbs, Reno, Verdi, and lands
east of Montgomery Pass, near Honey Lake Valey, and Dixie Vdley).

C. Lands with possible agriculturd potentid (e.g. Smith Vdley, Mason Vdley, Honey
Lake Valey, and Edwards Creek).

D. Lands aong the East Walker River identified for exchange to benefit Bureau programs.

Identify as potentialy suitable for disposa 5,100 acres for community expansion and 7,700
acres as suitable for disposd for recreation and public purposes in the Pine Nut/Markleeville
Planning Units.

The objective of the City of Falon Landfill Fina Plan Amendment (1997) isto dlow for the
transfer of 240 acres of public land to the City of Falon under the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act and to make 600 acres of adjacent land available for disposa for expansion of
the landfill or other compatible uses in the future. The amendment includes the following
management prescription: The land tenur e designation on the public land shown in Figure
2 (within T. 16 N., R. 29 E., sections 20 and 21) is changed from retention to disposal.

Following the change in land tenure designation, BLM will offer 240 acres of public land for

sde at $10/acre to the City of Fdlon for use as alandfill. In addition a 30-year FLPMA TitleV

right-of-way will be issued to the City of Fallon across public land for access to the landfill.
................... Completed, 240 Acres patented to the City of Fallon June 16, 1997.

Within the Carson City Urban Interface Plan Amendment Areax

A. Desgnate 15,690 acres for retention in public ownership under the adminigtration of the
Bureau of Land Management BLM (Map LND-3).
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B. Desgnate 2,049 acres for potentid disposal to state and local government through
Recreation and Public Purposes Act.

C. Designate 153 acres for potential disposal through exchange for other lands in Carson
City.

D. Disposdsdong the V&T railroad corridor would be limited to those that fully protect
the corridor’s historic and scenic values

E. Withdraw 17,892 acres from the operation of the locatable mining laws and close these
lands to minerd exploration and leasing to protect open space and other public land vaues.
These are discretionary actions.

.................... Completed PLO 7348, July 28, 1998, 18,584.68 acres withdrawn.

F. Landsretained in public ownership would be managed to protect open space, visud,
recreation, watershed, and wildlife resources. Protection of these resources would be given
priority over other land uses.

G. Management of minera materidsin the planning area would be determined through a
joint aggregate resource plan to be devel oped with Carson City.

Within the Reno Planning Area cover ed by the Management Framework Plan

5.

Identify the following tracts as suitable for disposal for urban or suburban purposes, consstent
with the locad comprehensive plans or the views of local governmenta authorities.

Acres Acres

Pyramid Planning Unit ~ Public Land Pine Nut Planning Unit Public Land
D1  RedRock Vdley 80 D3  CasonPains 860
D5  Cold Springs Valey 370 D6  CasonValey 40
D6 Lemmon Vdley 3,840 D7 Indian Hill Area 320
D7  Spanish Spr. Vdley 1,870 D8  JohnsonLane 3,120
D9 Reno& U.S.395N. 660 D11 U.S. Route 395 40
D10 Mudang Interchange 40 D12 U.S.Route50 (SR 17) 240
D11 U.S. 395 south 480
D12 PHessant Vdley 80
D13 Washoe Vdley 400
D14 Patrick 580

Total 8,400 4,640
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Identify the following tracts as available for transfer out of federal ownership to state, county, or
local government agencies, or to non-profit corporations and associations, for recregtion and
public purposes.

Pyramid Planning Unit Acres Pine Nut Planning Unit Acres
Public Land Public Land
P1&P2 Lemmon Valey 2,050 P3 Carson Valey 3,920
P4 Honey Lake Vdley 4,270 P5 Indian Hill 160
P5 Sun Valey East 920 P6 Carson Plains 160
P6 Sun Vdley West 240 P7&P8 Mound House 160
P9 Huffaker Hills 210 P10 CasonRiver Canyon 210
P12  Steamboat Hot Spr. 40 P11  Six MileCanyon 320
P16  School Sites 390 P12  MudLake 80
P17Gdeng ThomasWhitesCr 30 P13 Diamond Vdley 40
P15  Airport 100
Total 8,150 5,150

Identify 6,760 acresin Honey Lake Valey as suitable for Desert Land Entry and subsequent
agriculturd development and disposdl.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
Consolidate by land acquisition 66,970 acres of private land for crucia Lassen-Washoe deer
winter range and migration corridors by acquiring about 7,400 acres of private landsin this
area.
................. Petersen Mountain Exchange Acquired 3,812 Acres, December 1997.
......................... Perma Bilt Exchange Acquired 123 Acres, September 1997.

Consolidate by land acquisition 34,880 acres of private land that isimportant as wildlife habitat
in the Fine Nut-Markleeville Planning Units (Pine Nut Mountains).

Acquire private lands adjacent to Prison Hill and dong the Carson River if Carson City and the
Sate gpprove the acquisition.
........ Perma Bilt Exchange Acquired 703 Acres (Silver Saddle Ranch), September 1997.
.............................. Bernhard Exchange Acquired 32 Acres, March 2000.

Land exchanges will be done to block in the higher country in the Pine Nut Range and Jumbo
alotment and to release land next to resdential zones.
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. 04/2001 Laborde Land Exchange Acquired about 12,000 acres in the Jumbo Allotment
... September 1997 Perma Bilt Exchange Acquired about 5,000 Acresin the Pine Nut Mtns.

Land exchanges will be initiated with Southern Pacific Rallroad and private ownersin the
Spanish Springs and Mustang dlotments to block in lands in the White Hills and Olinghouse
dlotments.

......................... DePeoli Exchange (Phase 1) acquired the mgority of private
lands in the white Hills and northern portion of the Olinghouse alotment, January, 1995.

Acquire lega access in coordination with USFS to Faye Canyon, Bagley Valey and the
Hangman's Bridge area near Markleeville. Leave primary roads open.

Acquire or provide lega access through or around Big Canyon, Black Canyon, Cottonwood
Canyon, and Hardscrabble canyon to provide vehicular access for the adminigtration of BLM
lands in the Virginia Mountains.

........... Cottonwood Canyon easements acquired in 1970 (1) and 1990 (4) for access.

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Identify lands suitable for retention for management of Bureau resource management programs
in cooperation with local government planning and zoning.

The Resource Management Plan does not propose any acreage for immediate sde to the
private sector. It identifies a pool of lands with the potentid for transfer to State and loca
governments, as well asto the private sector. Preliminary analyss indicates those tracts of
public land identified meet the digposd criteria outlined in section 203 of FLPMA.

These are lands that are difficult or uneconomic to manage; are not suitable for management by
another federa agency; were acquired for a purpose which is no longer required, or would
serve an important public objective, which cannot be obtained otherwise and outweigh other
public vaues.

The methods for tenure adjustments for these lands include lease and sale under the Recregtion
and Public Purposes Act (R&PP); and lease, sdle, or exchange under FLPMA.

Any land sdles are subject to the provisons of the National Environmenta Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA) and Section 203 of the federd Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA),
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which mandate a detalled andysis of each specific digposd. Thisandyssincudes preparation
of an environmenta assessment, a cultura resources clearance, areport on minera vaues, and
an gppraisa to establish fair market vaue. Tractsthat this andlysisindicates are not suitable for
disposd will beretained. If the andysisindicatesthat atract is suitable for disposa, a Notice of
Redty Action will be distributed to interested parties, including local governments. This notice
is published with aright of protest. A find decison will occur upon completion of the protest
period.

Exchanges and minor non-Bureau initiated redty proposas will be consdered where andysis
indicates they are beneficid to the public.

All land disposal actions proposed are discretionary. Bureau initiatives for disposds, other than
through exchange, would only bein those areas identified for disposal. Proposed land tenure
adjustments would be evauated through the environmenta analysi's process to determineif the
action would be consistent with the objectives of the plan. These adjustments would be
coordinated with interested parties, including loca governments.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

Trandfer of land from federd ownership is subject to the following provison: Minerd rights will
be reserved to the United States unless there are no known minerd vauesin theland or the
nonminerad development of the land is of more vaue than the minerds and the reservation of
minerd rightsinterferes with such nonmineral developmerntt.

Lands identified as not suitable for digoosd will be retained in federa ownership. The
determination of suitability will include, but not be limited to an andyss of threstened and
endangered species, wetlands, riparian aress, floodplains, wildlife, livestock and wild horse
values.

Rights-of-way will be reserved where appropriate to provide public access prior to disposal of
public lands.

In most cases BLM managed public lands will not be disposed of if a cultura resources survey
determines that they contain stes digible for incluson in the National Register of Higtoric
Faces, unless those stes fal within the category of sites which are to be managed for their
information potentia only. In that case, the Steswill be mitigated following an approved
trestment plan and the costs of such mitigation, including the analysis and report preparation will
be borne by the proponent.

When public lands are disposed of or devoted to a public purpose which precludes livestock

grazing, the permittee and lessees will be given two years prior notification, except in cases of
emergency (i.e., military defense requirementsin time of war, naturd disasters, nationd
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emergency needs, etc.) before their grazing permit and grazing lease and grazing preference
may be cancelled inwhole. A permittee or lessee may unconditiondly waive the two-year prior
notification. Such awaiver shal not prejudice the permittee's or lessee's right to reasonable
compensation for fair market vaue of hisinterest in authorized permanent range improvements
located on these public lands.

Livestock permits would be adjusted, if necessary, to reflect decreases in public land forage
available for livestock grazing use within an dlotment as aresult of land tenure adjustments.

New communication site development will be dlowed only when expanson of an exiging Steis
not reasonable.

Only public lands identified for disposal may be transferred under the Desert Land Act or
Carey Act.

Applicants for mgor rights-of-way shdl submit a plan of development prior to issuance of a
land use authorization that addresses specific congtruction, operation, maintenance, and/or
termination features which will satisfactorily mitigete the impacts.

No agriculturd entry will be dlowed on lands with agriculturd soil ratings of Class 1V or higher
or with soils having a high susceptibility to eroson or on lands which can potentialy qudify for
the Conservation Reserve Program from the USDA.

Land use permits and |leases are granted under the authority of Section 302(b) of the federa
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. Permits areissued for short-term, low impact uses
of the public lands. In generd, dl lands within the Fidd Office Area of Jurisdiction which have
not been dedicated to a specific use or uses are open to condderation for land use permits.
Leases are issued for long-term uses which tend to establish a proprietary interest in the lands.
The same public resource vaues considered prior to digposa will be consdered prior to the
issuance of alease; consequently, such leaseswill be considered as disposas for the purposes
of land use conformance.

To protect visud resource vaues and to enhance safety on highway rights-of-way across public
lands, no permitswill be issued for advertising signs or billboards.

ACTIVITY PLANS:

1

None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1

None
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GISMAP REFERENCE:

1. LND-1 Land Status Disposal, Acquisition, Retention

2. LND-2 Rights-of Way and Communication Sites

3. LND-3 Carson City Urban Interface Land Tenure Designations
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RIGHT-OF-WAY CORRIDORS

NATIONAL POLICY:

43 CFR 2800.0-2 - Rights-of-Way - Objectives (Selected Provisions)

1

It isthe objective of the Secretary of the Interior to grant rights-of-way and temporary use
permits, covered by the regulationsin this part, to any quaified individua, business entity, or
governmental entity and regulate, control and direct the use of said rights-of way on public land
so asto:

A. Protect the natural resources associated with the public lands and adjacent private
property or other lands administered by a government agency.

B. Prevent unnecessary or undue environmental damage to the lands and resources.

C. Promote the utilization of rights-of-way in common with respect to engineering and
technologica compatibility, nationa security and land use plans.

D. Coordinate to the fullest extent possible, dl actions taken pursuant to this part with Sate
and loca governments, interested individuals, and appropriate quasi-public entities.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Provide for an east-west and north-south network of rights-of-way corridorsin the Fidd Office
area of juridiction.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
None

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS

Designate 686 miles of rights-of-way which include exigting transmission lines and identify 218
miles of planning corridors, as shown on the Corridor map. All corridors are two milesin width.
Private lands are not included in these corridors.

In the Reno planning area. Designate right-of-way corridors dong existing transportation and
utility facilities, where there is potentid for future expanson, with awidth of 1.5 miles on each
Sde of the exidting transportation/utility facility. Exceptions to this width requirement will be
made on a case-by-case basis following a multiple use analysis of a pecific proposal. The
corridors are;
A. L ahontan Resource Area

1. A-J A corridor running from Fernley to the Fort Churchill Power Plant. The corridor
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follows U.S. Highway Alternate 95. It contains a railroad, phoneline, secondary
powerlines, and pipelines.

A-B-G. A corridor running from Fernley to southern Cdifornia and southern Nevada.
This corridor does not contain any utility transmission facilities, however, it contains an
exigting right-of-way held by Western Area Power Administration. The present right-
of-way is the eastern boundary of the corridor from B to G.

A-B-l. A corridor running north south through the Field Office areawhich contains a
magjor powerline from Oregon to southern Cadifornia.

P-Q-D-F-W-S-G. A planning corridor, running from Dixie Valley to southern
Cdifornia It is expected to provide an outlet for geotherma power to be produced in
Dixie Vdley. A portion of this corridor follows the existing grave road up the Dixie
Vdley.

Q-E. A planning corridor, running from the Dixie Valey toward Audtin. This corridor
passes north of the Clan Alpine Mountains WSA and south of the Augusta Mountains
WSA.

[-W-F-R-E. A corridor running from the Fort Churchill Power Plant to Utah. It
contains amgor powerline, supplying much of the dectricity for northern Nevada. This
right-of-way provides the northern boundary of the Desatoya Mountains WSA. The
corridor does not include any portion of the WSA.

S-R. A planning corridor, running to the south of the proposed U.S. Navy withdrawd.
C-B. A corridor from Vamy to the Lahontan substation.

. Reno Planning Area of L ahontan Resource Area

1.

2.

> w

© N U

L-J. A corridor supplying power to the South Lake Tahoe areafrom the Fort Churchill
Power Plant.

A-H-M. The I-80 corridor system containing a highway, railroad and two mgor power
lines

H-O. A corridor used for transmission of power from Tracy to Fort Churchill.
M-W-K-J. A corridor bring power to the Reno area from the Fort Churchill Power
Plant.

H-T. The Vamy-Tracy Corridor containing a 345 KV powerline.

H-V. The Tracy-Brunswick Corridor containing a 120 KV powerline.

H-K. The Tracy-Steamboat Corridor containing two mgor powerlines.

M-U. The Mount Rose-Brunswick Corridor containing a 120 KV powerline.

Walker Resource Area

C-A. A right-of-way corridor, containing amagor powerline from the Fort Churchill
Power Plant to the South Lake Tahoe area

D-H. A right-of-way corridor following the existing major powerline from Bonneville to
Los Angeles. Another mgjor powerline is being planned for this route.

C-F. A right-of-way corridor following the existing mgor powerline from the Fort
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Churchill Power Plant to southern Nevada Portions of this route also contain U.S.
Highway 95, arailroad, telephone, and other powerlines.

E-G. A right-of-way corridor following the existing Western Area Power
Adminigration right-of-way. The existing right-of-way is the eastern boundary of this
corridor. While it does not contain a powerline, amgor powerline from Bonneville to
southern Nevada and Cdliforniais planned for this route.

[-J. A planning corridor for a powerline between Austin and the Los Angeles area. A
portion of this route borders U.S. Highway 6 and contains telephone and secondary
powerlines. It may be consdered for power tranamission to southern Cdiforniafrom
Dixie Vdley.

E-M. A planning corridor for a proposed powerline from Dixie Valey connecting to a
Forest Service corridor.

D-L. A planning corridor for a potential mgor gas pipeline to the west coast. A portion
of this route follows an existing powerline corridor route,

C-B. A right-of-way corridor following the existing magor powerline from the Fort
Churchill Power Plant to Reno and Carson City.

Reno Planning Area of Walker Resource Area

C-Y. A right-of-way corridor containing a mgor powerline from the Fort Churchill
Power Plant to Reno.

Z-Y. A right-of-way corridor containing amagjor powerline from the Vamy Power
Pant to Reno.

Z-A. A right-of-way corridor containing magor powerlines from the Tracy Power Plant
to Carson City and Gardnerville.

Portions of planning corridors CAW and CB arein the Reno planning area and are
governed by decisions regarding corridors and rights-of-way for the area.

The separation of rights-of-way within the designated corridors will be limited to the minimum
spacing required by technology, topography, reliability, visua impacts, etc.

All new powerline rights-of-way grants within raptor areas will contain raptor protection
dipulaions as means of mitigation.

Future rights-of-way corridors will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, but should be as
congstent as possible with the Western Regiona Corridor Study.

LAND TENURE DECISIONS

None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None
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ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

The designation of rights-of way corridorsisintended to minimize the proliferation of dispersed
rights-of way by indicating the Bureau' s preferred location. Designation does not mean that
future rights-of-way are redtricted to corridors, nor isit acommitment by the Bureau to
gpprove dl rights-of way gpplications within corridors - a corridor is not awithdrawa.

Corridor management involves encouraging prospective gpplicants to locate within corridors.
Thismay limit other activities within corridors which are compatible with right-of-way use. Land
disposas within corridors will be andyzed for their impact on future right-of-way activities.

All applicants for right-of-way grants, whether or not they are within corridors, are subject to
standard approval procedures as outlined in the right-of-way regulations (43 CFR 2802).
These procedures include: 1) Preparation of an environmental assessment in accordance with
the Nationd Environmental policy Acto of 1969, 2) A determination of compliance of the
applicants proposed plan with applicable federa and state laws, 3) Consultation with federd,
date, and loca agencies, and 4) Any other action necessary to fully evauate and make a
decision to gpprove or deny the gpplication and prescribe suitable terms and conditions for the
grant or permit. Consultation with the public, including adjacent landowners, will occur
throughout the process.

Corridors provide for avariety of right-of-way uses including powerlines, pipelines, railroads
and highways. The mgjor use expected in the Fidd Office area of jurisdiction is powerlines,

L ahontan Reource Area

Future rights-of-way located in corridors crossng U.S. Navy withdrawas would be subject to
review by the Navy. Powerlines over 50 feet in height are of particular concern.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

During the pre-congtruction and construction periods, the Bureau will make modifications to
any rights-of-way necessary to maintain sability of geologic materids, fish and wildlife habitats,
the environment, and the public interest.

The Bureau will, if necessary, suspend any congtruction or maintenance activity if thereisan
immediate threst to life (including wildlife and aquatic life), property, or the environment.

A right-of-way holder shall abate any conditions that could potentialy cause irreparable harm
or damage to any person or property.

Exigting roads and trails will be used whenever possible during condruction.

The right-of-way holder shall permit free and unrestricted public access to and upon the right-
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of-way for dl lawful and proper purposes, except in areas designated as restricted by the
Bureau in order to protect the public safety or facilities constructed on the right-of-way.

The Bureau will approve the location of al rights-of-way prior to construction through an
andysis of the proposed action in an environmenta assessment unless the proposd is
categoricaly excluded or adequately andyzed in a previoudy prepared NEPA document. The
environmenta assessment will include culturd resource clearances, evauations of impactsto
threatened and endangered species, visud resources and other issues raised during scoping.

The right-of-way holder will use every reasonable means to minimize erosion and soil damage
in connection with congruction, rehabilitation or maintenance operations under a grant,
including (but not limited to) congtruction of water bars, cross ditches, or other structures.

Holder shdl remove or dispose of dl waste in accordance with a plan approved by the
authorized officer and in a manner consstent with federd, state and local laws and regulations.

Revegetation of disturbed land will be required as specified by the Bureau. The gppropriate
seed mixture and proper planting techniques will be specified by the Bureaw.

Theright-of-way holder’ s activitiesin key fish and wildlife areas will be redtricted by the
Bureau, if necessary, during periods of fish and wildlife breeding, nesting, spawning, lambing or
caving activity; and during mgor migrations of fish and wildlife.

All operations under right-of-way grants will be conducted in such a manner aswill avoid: 1)
Permanent blockage of any drainage system, 2) Changing the character, or causing the pollution
or sltation of rivers, streams, reservoirs, ponds, water holes, or springs, and 3) Damaging fish
and wildlife resources and habitat.

The right-of-way holder shall take such measures as are necessary to assure unrestricted
passage and movement of fish and wildlife. No artificid structure or stream channd dteration
that would cause a blockage to the movement of fish will be dlowed.

Right-of-way holders shal congtruct, maintain, operate and/or modify structures or facilities as
directed by the Bureau to protect and minimize adverse effects upon raptors and other wildlife.
Raptors will be protected through the use of “ Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection On
Powerlines,” Raptor Research Report No. 4, Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. (1981).
Holder shdl report any and dl wildlife kills, including raptor eectrocutions, discovered or
reported on or near project facilities to the Bureau.

If the Bureau deems necessary, a complete intensive cultura resources survey (BLM Class11)
will be completed prior to issuance of agrant. Known or located cultural siteswould be
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avoided within the corridors when locating roads, assembly areas and towers.

15. Holder will immediatdly bring to the attention of the authorized officer dl antiquities or other
objects of historic or scientific interest, including but not limited to historic or prehigtoric ruins,
fossls, or artifacts discovered as aresult of operations under the grant and will leave such
discoveries intact.

16. Materias and colors used in tower congtruction will visualy blend with the surrounding
landscape to meet the gpprova of the Bureau. Only non-reflective materias will be used for
towers, lines, and insulators.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1 LND-2 Rights-of Way and Communication Sites
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COMMUNICATION SITES

NATIONAL POLICY:

1

None

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
None

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS

COMMUNICATION SITESRENO PLANNING AREA

Allow new communication Ste development only when expanson of an existing Steisnot a
reasonable dternative in the Reno Planning Area.

Pyramid Planning Unit Pine Nut Planning Unit
CS1  Warm Springs Mtn. CS1  McCldlan Pesk
CS2 VirginiaPesk CS2 Como Pass
CS3 TV Pexk (Red Hill) CS3 Rawe Peak
CSA  Peavine Mtn. CS4  PFinyonHill

CS5 Beacon Peak
CS6  McCldlan Pegk

AREA COVERED BY CENTRAL NEVADA COMMUNICATION SSTESMODIFIED
FINAL PLAN AMENDMENT (1998)

2.

Applications for rights-of-way for communication stes, including al military eectronic warfare
sites, will be consdered in the area identified as permitted on the map (page 4). Any such
applications for eectronic warfare sites will be andyzed through the Nationa Environmenta
Policy Act (NEPA) process, within the context of a comprehensive Electronic Warfare Range
Plan to be prepared and updated as needed by the Navy. The plan will addressthe
comprehensive management of al Navy facilities on public landsin centra Nevada, with
provisons for establishing possible thresholds on reasonable numbers of stes on public lands
(as determined through the NEPA process), annua assessments of the continuing need for
individud Stes, including aterndtive configurations to reduce numbers of Stes without sacrificing
training qudity, and eventua clean-up, rehabilitation and relinquishment of Sites no longer
required to meet the Navy's misson.

Facilitate communication Ste processing and minimize surface disturbance by grouping future
communication facilities a locations where exigting facilities occur, accessis reasonably
available, terrain is gppropriate for communication facility needs, and other resource values are
limited. These preferred locations are Fairview Peak, New Pass, Mt. Moses, the north end of
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the Fish Creek Mountains, and Mt. Lewis (map, page 4). Communication site gpplicants will be
encouraged to locate in these areas. These areas will be available for dl civilian and military
Stes.

With proper justification, continue to provide for the location of future civilian and military
communication stes (including telemetry stes and threat emitters) on more than four million
acres of centra Nevada. Proper justification includes physica and economic factors.

Encourage additiond Navy eectronic warfare Ste development in the currently heavily used
Dixie/Farview Valeys Bell Hat/Middlegate area.

Protect important naturd, recreation, wilderness, wildlife, watershed, visud, and Native
American vaues by prohibiting future communication and eectronic warfare Stes of dl typesin
the most sengitive areas. These include portions of the Clan Alpine, Desatoya, Stillwater,

Gabbs Valey and Smpson Park Mountain Ranges, Bald Mountain and the Sand Mountain and
Hickison Petroglyph recrestion areas (map, page 4).

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

None

AREA COVERED BY CENTRAL NEVADA COMMUNICATION SS TESMODIFIED
FINAL PLAN AMENDMENT (1998)

2.

Ensure that public hedlth and safety on public lands are protected by including the following
dipulation on dl new and existing communication and dectronic warfare sStes. "No harmful
levels of eectromagnetic radiation from communication facilities will be permitted on open
public lands.”

Other than the ectromagnetic radiation stipulation above, existing communication and
electronic warfare steswill not be affected by this amendment.

Management decisons apply to al communication and electronic warfare Stes and associated
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fecilities regardless of the type of authorization. this includes rights-of-way, withdrawas, and
cooperative agreements.

5. Monitoring and eva uation: Communication and e ectronic warfare Site development under the
plan amendment will be periodicaly monitored and evaluated to determine the effectiveness of
the decisons. The objective isto determine whether or not implementation of communication
Ste management is achieving the desired results. Information obtained through the evauation
process will be used to adjust management, including any subsequent amendments if
aopropriate. Monitoring and evauation will be congstent with the schedules identified in the
appropriate RMP.

6. In response to concerns raised as aresult of this plan amendment process, the Navy has agreed
to drop radar avoidance chaff only over lands under the jurisdiction of the Navy.

7. Current standard operating procedures for environmentd andysis will be followed. Each
proposd for an individua communication Ste or threat emitter will be further andyzed ina
project specific environmental andyss.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1. LND-2 Rights-of-Way and Communication Sites
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RECREATION

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 8300 Recregtion Management)

The Bureau of Land Management shdl ensure the continued availability of Public Lands and related
waters for adiversity of resource dependent outdoor recrestion opportunities while maintaining its
commitment to managing the Public Lands as anationd resource in harmony with the principle of
balanced multiple use.

1

In carrying out this policy, the BLM shdl focus its efforts on two distinct management roles: 1)
managing the mgjority of the Public Lands for traditional dispersed recreation use and 2)
intensvely managing certain aress of the Public Lands where outdoor recregtion is a high

priority.

To support itstraditiona role as a provider of digpersed recreation, BLM shdl maintain the
undeveloped, open character of avast mgority of the Public Lands. Within the bounds of lega
requirements and sound management practices, efforts shdl be taken to exercise minima
regulatory congtraints to preserve the vistors freedom to choose where to go and what to do.
Management shall ensure these lands continue to provide wide-open spaces where vigtors can
explore on their own and be away from crowds. Under these circumstances, visitors are
expected to rely on their own skills, knowledge, and equipment in their recreationa pursuits.
Actions will be limited to basic custodia management such as providing information through
sgns and maps and securing public access. Public Land areas in which this management role
shdl predominate generdly fal into the category of Extensive Recreation management Aress
(ERMA).

In responding to the Bureau' s second management role, the agency shdl provide for more
intendve vistor management, resource protection, and facility investments where: 1) the public
has demondtrated its desire to use the Public Lands for outdoor recreation, 2) Congress has
determined that the resources present in the area are of nationa importance, or 3) BLM has
determined that outdoor recregtion is a high priority. Efforts shall ensure the long-term
availability of these areas for high quaity outdoor recreation opportunities. Mgor investmentsin
recrestion facilities and visitor assstance shall be carried out to dedl with identified issues and
concerns related to these areas. Priority shdl be given to reducing resource damage, mitigating
user conflicts, and providing for vistor safety. Public Land areas in which this management role
shdl predominate generaly fal into the category of Specia Recreation Management Aress
(SRMA).

Specific recreation management policies. To meet the objectives of BLM recreation policy,

specific recreation program policies have been developed to provide additional
guidance.........ccceereererienenn
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RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Provide awide range of qudity recreation opportunities on public lands under management by
the Carson City Fied Office.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
All Public lands under Carson City Fidd Office jurisdiction are designated open to Off-
Highway Vehicle (OHV) use unlessthey are specificaly restricted or closed.

Eliminate OHV usein the fallowing locations
A. Through or in the immediate vicinity (near enough to the water source thet its water
quality or water quantity may be affected) of any surface water source, such as a spring

or seep.

B. Any riparian area associated with meadows, marshes, springs, seeps, ponds, lakes,
reservoirs or sreams.

C. Any channd bank, or streambed of a perennid stream.
D. Threatened or Endangered Plant location.

The following areas are closed to OHV use:
A. Grimes Point Archaeologica Area 400 acres

B. Steamboat Hot Springs 20 acres
........ OHV Limited to Designated Routes Federa Register Notice, September 15, 1988.
C. Petersen Ridge 5,120 acres
D. Sand Springs Desart Study Area 50 acres
E. North End Prison Hill 1,480 acres
F. Burbank Canyons Scenic Area 13,395 acres
G. Middle Portion of Prison Hill Middle Portion

Post RM P Emergency Closures
H. Unnamed Canyon North of War Canyon, Clan Alpine WSA
............................... Completed Federal Register Notice, April 12, 1994.
I. Sand and Gravel Pit, Fine Nut Road No. 2.
............................ Completed Federal Register Notice, October 15, 1997.
J. Sagebrush Hat East of Petersen Mountain
................................ Completed Federal Register Notice, April 2, 1999.
K. Sand and Grave Pit south of hungry Ridge and Fire Rehabilitation Aress.
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.............................. Completed Federa Register Notice, March 30, 2000.
L. Faye/Luther Canyon Areadl BLM Public Lands
......................................... Notice to Federal Register April, 2001

The following areas are subject to the non-impairment criteria outlined in the Interim
Management Policy for Lands Under Wilderness Review (IMP). Essentidly, this limits OHV
use to exigting roads and ways, except in emergency Stuations as defined in the IMP.

A. Gabbs Valey Range WSA 79,600 acres

B. Burbank Canyons WSA 13,395 acres
C. Slinkard WSA 6,350 acres
D. Carson Iceberg WSA 550 acres
E. Clan Alpine WSA 196,128 acres
F. Stillwater WSA 94,607 acres
G. Job Peak WSA 90,209 acres
H. Desatoya WSA 51,262 acres
I. Augusta Mountains WSA 51,000 acres

Regtrict OHV use to designated roads and trails in the following areas:
A. Peavine Mountain

....................................................... Transferred to USFS
B. Red Rocks 700 acres
C. Incandescent Rocks & VirginiaMountains 67,500 acres
D. Steamboat Hot Springs 40 acres
E. Bailey-Jumbo Watershed 8,600 acres

.......................... Completed Federal Register Notice, September 15, 1988.

....................................................... Transferred to USFS
G. Stewart Valey ACEC 16,000 acres
H. Bagley Vdley 6,200 acres
I. Indian Creek/East Fork Carson River SRMA 6,065 acres
J. Fine Nut Mountain Crest 45,000 acres
K. McCldlan Pesk
L.“C" Hill
M. West Side of Walker Lake 2,640 acres
N. Sun Vdley West
O. SunVadley East

Post RMP Designations of Roads and Trails
Q. Sand Mountain Recreation Area 2,096 acres
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.......................... Completed Federal Register Notice, September 15, 1988.
R. Warm Springs-South Dogskin OHV Area 40,000 acres

.......................... Completed Federal Register Notice, September 15, 1988.
S. American Hats Millste 190 acres

.......................... Completed Federa Register Notice, September 15, 1998.

Seasond closuresto OHV use gpply in the following aress:
A. Jacks Vdley Wildlife Management Aree;,  March 1to May 1.

....................................................... Transferred to USFS
B. Sand Hill critical deer range; December 1 to April 30.
C. Beddl Hat strutting ground; March 1 to May 30.
..................................................... Strutting Ground Gone
D. Areasurrounding al occupied raptor eyries; March 1 to June 15.

Phase out Mullen Pass OHV Area. Develop anew areain the Hungry Valey/Warm Springs
Mountain area, and a motocross course in Lemmon Valey.
.......................................................... Completed 1985

Maintain nationaly important higtoric Stesin public ownership. Provide for public interpretation
of the following mgor higoric trails

A. Pony Express

B. Butterfidld Overland Stage

C. Transcontinental Telegraph

D. Cdifornia Emigrant Route

E. John Fremont Trall

F. Jumbo Water System Pipeline

G. V&T Railroad

H. Nevada-Cdifornia-Oregon Railroad

Guarantee public access to the following fishable watersin case of public land disposa:

A GAENACIEEK . . Transferred to USFS
B.WhitesCreaK . ... Transferred to USFS
C.IUMBORESaVOIT . ... Reservoir Breached

D. Truckee River

E. East Fork Carson River

F. Carson River

G.JonesCanyon Resarvoir ... No Fish, Should be Breached

Allow development of afacility a Granite Mountain for use by hang-glider recreationists.
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Designate a safety zone to discourage new above-ground structures on public lands.

Maintain the opportunity for the public to have panoramic views of the Truckee Valey - Reno
area by controlling developments and alowing vehicle access to ridge points on existing roads
andtralson PeavineMountain, ..............c.cciiiiiiiiian... Transferred to USFS

Limit development of communication Sites and access roads on Peavine Mountain to existing
[OCAIONS. . ..t e Transferred to USFS

[dentify the Jumbo Postpile on maps and condiruct an interpretive trail. Authorize no minera
materia disposa inthe 40 acre area.

Maintain the roaded natura, generd recreation opportunitiesin Beddl Hat and Dry Vadley
aress by keeping the existing 2-whed drive dirt road system, and limiting developmentsto
those which do not dter the present undevel oped character of the landscape.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS

Specid Recreation Management Area designations will be maintained for the following aress.
A. Indian Creek/East Fork of the Carson River

B. Waker Lake

Designate 10,000 acres of the Petersen Ridge Area as "Recreation Lands' and manage for

semi-primitive, non-motorized recreation. Acquire lega vehicle access to the Petersen Ridge

trailhead. Devdop facilities and a hiking trail system.
............................................... Completed November 1, 1984

Designate gpproximately 60,000 acres as the Pine Nut "Recreation Lands' under 43 CFR
2071. Manage the area to preserve both vehicle and non-vehicle recrestion opportunitiesin a
neturd environment.
........................ CFR 2071 No Longer Exists, These Lands Now Included in
Waker Extensve Recreation Management Area.

Designate the VirginiaMountains as "Recreation Lands’ and manage the areato maintain,
provide, and protect semi-primitive recreation opportunities for both motorized and non-
motorized users. Encourage use by the public of the areafor hiking horseback riding, hunting,
and other semi-primitive activities that do not require substantial developmen.

LAND TENURE DECISIONS

Acquire legd access to the area on the west side of the Virginia Mountains, up Cottonwood,
Hardscrabble, Big, and Black Canyons.
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........... Cottonwood Canyon easements acquired in 1970 (1) and 1990 (4) for access.

Acquire 2,200 acres dong the East Carson River and at Prison Hill to improve recreation
management. ............... ... Silver Saddle Ranch (703 acres) Acquired 1997.
................................... Bernhard Exchange (32 acres) Acquired 2000.

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

Develop day use facilities, and fisherman access near the boat takeout on the Carson River
above Gardnerville. Develop hiking trails dong the river between Horseshoe Bend and the day
USBAIBA .« ottt ettt ettt e Transferred to USFS

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Recreation Management Plans will be maintained for the following aress

AllndianCreek . ... Operation Plan for Campground.
B. Prison Hill

C. Walker Lake

D. East Fork of the Carson River

E. Grimes Point Archaeologica Area

F. Sand Mountain Recreation Area

G. Cold SpringsHigtoricd Area . ... ............... Included in Churchill County SRMA.

On public land within aress identified as limited for off-highway vehicles, such use will be
retricted to existing identified roads and trails. Exceptions may be alowed on a case- by-case
bassin Wilderness Study Areas based on gpplication of the Interim Management Policy for
Lands Under Wilderness Review. Portions of these may be closed seasonly or year long to al
or specified types of vehicle use.

On public land identified as closed to off-highway vehicle use no such use would be dlowed.

On public land designated open for off-highway vehicles there will generdly be no redtrictions
on such use. Organized competitive off-highway vehicle events have been dlowed in Mason
Vadley, Wilson Canyon, Hungry OHV Area, Moon rocks, Lemmon Valey MX area, Dead
Camd Mountains, Salt Wells Area, Wassuk Range and in the Frontier 500 and Carson Rally
OHV corridors. Organized events will be handled on a case-by-case basis through Specia
Recreation Permit review and Environmenta review process. Organized activity is generdly
restricted to existing roads and trails. Casua OHV useis generdly unrestricted, but occurs
primarily on exiging roads and trails.

Exceptions to these genera rules may be authorized after consideration of the following criteria
A. The need to promote user enjoyment and minimize use conflicts.

B. The need to minimize damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, or other resource values.

C. The need to promote user safety.
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Revise existing management plan for Indian Creek Reservoir to meet new public demands for
use of the recreation lands. Specificaly evauate methods to improve access and use of the
picnic area, bring the hiking trail system up to standards by relocating steep sections, develop a
group vehicle camping area, improve parking at the access to Summit Lake and the
interpretative area, and improve interpretation of the ared's values for the developed
campground users.

Support South Tahoe Public Utilities District (STPUD) proposals to convert Indian Creek
Reservoir to fresh water. Protect Stevens Lake for warm water fishery (catfish) by locating any
new sewage storage reservoirs away from the lake. Enter into an agreement that will maintain
adequate water quaity and quanity.

The BLM will provide input to the United States Forest Service and Nationa Park Servicein
support of the East Carson River to be sudied for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River
System, and dternatives that will maintain the free-flowing, scenic and recreationa vaues.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

A broad range of outdoor recrestion opportunities will continue to be provided on al segments
of the public land, subject to the demand for such opportunities and the need to protect other
resources. Specid Recreation Management Aress, areas of concentrated use and existing
fecilities will recaivefird priority for operation and maintenance funds. Investment of public
funds for new recreation developments will be permitted only on land identified to remain in
public ownership.

Recreation resources will continue to be evaluated on an individua basis as part of activity and
project level planning. Such evauations will consder sengtivity, and impacts on recregtion
resources in the affected area. Stipulations will be attached as appropriate to assure the
compatibility of projects with recrestion management objectives.

All public lands that are not limited or closed in the RMP are open to dl individua, commercid
and competitive outdoor recreation uses. Opportunities for exploring the back-country by
vehicle, hunting, camping, sghtseeing, and hiking are encouraged.

All public lands designated as open for off highway use are subject to Conditions of Usein 43
CFR 8341 where no person shdl operate an off highway vehicle in amanner causing, or likely
to cause dgnificant, undue damage to or disturbance of soil, wildlife, wildlife habitat,
improvements, cultura, or vegetative resources or other authorized uses of the public lands.
Additionaly, competitive or commercid OHV use will remain subject to environmentd review
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and the discretionary authority of the authorized officer.

Where the authorized officer determines that OHV s are causing or will cause consderable
adverse effects upon soil, vegetation, wildlife, wildlife habitat, cultural resources, historical
resources, threatened or endangered species, wilderness suitability, other authorized uses, or
other resources, the authorized officer shall close the areas effected to the type(s) of OHV
causng the adverse effect until the adverse effects are diminated and mitigating measures
implemented to prevent recurrence (43 CFR 8341.2). Emergency closures and interim
designations will not require a planning amendment.

Identification of “Dedgnated Routes’ in limited use areas will be made & the activity
planning/travel management level. Within limited designations certain existing routes may be
closed or relocated. These actions will not require a planning amendment where they carry out
the intent of the land use plan decisons. Prior to completion of activity planning, OHV use may
occur within aress identified as “Limited to Designated Routes’ on existing routes shown on
current USGS 1:24,000 topographic Maps.

River ssgments eligible for Wild and Scenic designation shal be accorded protective
management, as necessary, to ensure that the qualities upon which igibilty is based are not
degraded. A river’ s outstanding remarkable values shall be afforded adequate protection,
subject to valid exidting rights. Until the digibility determination is superseded, management
activities and authorized uses shdl not be dlowed to adversdly affect either eigibility or the
tentative classfication (43 CFR 8351). These requirements apply to Fied Office landsin
Cdiforniadong the East Fork of the Carson River.

Any aress designated by Congress as Wilderness under the Wilderness Act of 1964 will be
closed to motorized vehicle use.

Recresation permits will be processed according to the Carson City Field Office' s Recreation
Permit Policy and Nationd Special Recregtion Permit guidance.

Recreation activities and planning will follow the Recreation Management Strategy Carson City
Didrict

ACTIVITY PLANS:

g wbdpE

Waker Lake Recregtion ManagementPlan ........................ December, 1979.
Recreation Project Planfor WalkerLake ................ .. ... ... ..... April, 1992.
Sand Mountain Recreation Area Action and ImplementationPlan . ......... January, 1993.
Indian Creek Recreation Lands Operations and MaintenancePlan ......... January, 1974.

Recreation-Culturd Resources Project Plan, Grimes Point
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Archaeological Ar€a. . . ... June, 1989.
6. Masgter Plan for Grimes Point Archaeological Area . ................... February, 1995.
7. Interdisciplinary Management Plan for the Silver Saddle Ranch and the Ambrose Carson River

Natural Area(draft) ... April, 2000.
8. Prison Hill Recrestion Management Plan. .. ... i i 1977.

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1. Carson City Field Office Recregtion Permit Policy . ....................... June, 2000.
2. Recrestion Management Strategy Carson City District . ............... September 1995.
3. Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) .. ... e 1990.

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1 REC-1 Recreation Management Areas, Recreation Sites and OHV Designations
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WILDERNESS

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 8560 Management of Designated Wilderness Areas
04/27/83)

1

Wilderness areas are managed o as to preserve their wilderness character, and for the use and
enjoyment of the American people in amanner that will leave them unimpaired for future use
and enjoyment as wilderness. The wilderness areas may be devoted to the public purposes of
of recreational, scenic, scientific, educationa, conservation, and historical use.

The nonconforming but accepted uses specificaly permitted in wilderness areas by the
Wilderness Act and subsequent laws are dlowed in a manner that will prevent unnecessary or
undue degradation of the areal s wilderness character.

Wilderness areas are managed cons stent with the policies above so as to augment multiple-use
management of adjacent and nearby lands through protection of watersheds and water yield,
wildlife habitat, natural plant communities, and smilar naturd vaues.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES

Wilderness designation is recommended for those study areas where wilderness values are
cgpable of balancing other resource values and uses which would be foregone due to
wilderness designation. Manage as wilderness those areas for which wilderness vaues are
higher than other vaues and which have no existing or potentia manageshility problems.
Whether or not an area can be effectively managed as wilderness over the long-term has dso
been considered.

Acreage with high qudity wilderness characteristics and no mgor resource conflicts, maor
manageability problems, or significant combination of lesser conflicts or problems will be
included in areas recommended as suitable. Manage any lands designated by Congress under
the Wilderness Act of 1964 as provided for in enabling legidation and the BLM’ s wilderness
Management Policy.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS

Designated wilderness areas would be closed to off-highway vehicle use unless it takes place as
part of avalid existing right or is authorized in the wilderness management plan. Separate
management plans tailored to the characterigtics of each areawould be developed through
consultation with interested parties. They would be coordinated with other activity plans for
their areas. Specific management objectives, requirements and decisons implementing
adminigrative practices and vigtor activities would be developed in each plan.

WSA-1 Release 05/11/2001



Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

Designated wilderness areas would be segregated against appropriation and operation under
the mining laws, minerd leasing laws, and other minerd disposd authorities subject to vaid
exiging rights. These areas will dso be closed to gppropriations under the existing land disposd
laws.

Designation would alow for continuation of livestock grazing permits.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS

Burbank Canyons: Recommended as non-suitable for designation as wilderness. The entire

area (13,395 acres) will be designated as a Scenic Area. The Scenic Areawould be closed to

OHV use except on designated existing roads.
..................................................... Completed June, 1986.

Carson Iceberg: The entire 550 acres are recommended as suitable for designation as
wilderness,

Gabbs Valey Range: Manage the 79,600 acres in the Gabbs Vdley Range WSA not suitable
for wilderness designation under multiple use guidelines as outlined in the Management
Decisons Summary. If this recommendation is accepted by Congress, thisareawill be
managed for other multiple uses.

Slinkard: Entire area under CCFO jurisdiction (2,830 acres) recommended as non-suitable for
wilderness designation. If this recommendation is accepted by Congress, thisareawill be
managed for other multiple uses except that vehicles will be limited to exigting roads and tralls.

Clan Alpine Mountains. A portion (68,458 acres) of this unit is recommended preliminarily
suitable. Wilderness vaues are high, the area can be managed as wilderness over the long term,
and the great mgority of resource conflicts have been diminated.

Stillwater Range: This entire unit (94,607 acres) is recommended non-suitable. Wilderness
vaues are not of sufficient qudity to warrant designation. Mgor resource conflicts and
managesbility problems exist. The Geology, Energy, and Minerd (GEM) report evauation finds
it to be one of the best “...potentid areas for future metdlic minerd finds of al the WSAs
sudied in the Basin and Range province...”.

DesatoyaMountains: A portion of this unit (43,053 acres) is recommended preliminarily
suitable. Wilderness vadues are high and outweigh the relaively minor resource conflicts which
remain. Fifty-one acres were added to the WSA to enhance manageability of the area. Further
fidd andyssresulted in a boundary adjustment in response to the Governor’ s consistency
review.
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8. Job Pegk: Thisentire unit (90,209 acres) is recommended non-suitable. Wilderness vaues are
moderate to good in portions of the WSA, however; they are not sufficiently high to either
outweigh resource conflicts and manageability problems or warrant designation.

Suitable Non-suitable
WSA Name Acres Acres

Burbank Canyons (NV-030-5254) 0 13,395

Carson Iceberg (NV-030-532) 550 0

Gabbs Valey Range (NV-030-407) 0 79,600

Slinkard (NV-030-531) 0 2,830

Clan Alpine Mountaing(NV-030-102) 68,458 127,670

Stillwater Range (NV-030-104) 0 94,607

Desatoya Mountains (NV-030-110) 43,053 8,260

Job Peak (NV-030-127) 0 90,209

Total 112,061 416,571

(21%) (79%)
LAND TENURE DECISIONS
1 None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

All wilderness study areas will continue to be managed under BLM'’ s Interim Management
Policy for Lands Under Wilderness Review until designation or release from further
congderation by the U.S. Congress. Wilderness recommendations made in the find wilderness
environmenta impact Satement (EIS) are subject to change during administrative review.

A separate find Wilderness EIS will be prepared and filed by the Secretary of the Interior.
................ Completed, Walker Wilderness Recommendations Find EIS, July 1987.
.................. Completed, Lahontan Wilderness Recommendations Find EIS, 1987.
............. Completed California Section 202 Wilderness Study Areas Find EIS, 1988.

A wilderness technica report describing each WSA in detall provides additiond information in
support of thesedocuments. . ............ ..o Completed 1979-80.

Following review of these documents, detailed minerd surveyswill be conducted by the U.S.

Geologicd Survey and Bureau of Mines for each arearecommended as priminarily suitable
forwildernessdesgnation. .............. i Completed 1983-84.
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After review of this data, those areas determined to be suitable would be recommended to

Congress for designation. Those areas determined to be non-suitable would be recommended

to Congress for dimination from wilderness consderation.
....................................................... Completed 1988-89

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

Wilderness study areas will be managed in accordance with Section 603(c) of FLPMA and the
Interim Management Policy for Lands under Wilderness Review (IMP), so as not to impair
their suitability for preservation as wilderness. The IMP provides management policies for
WSA s between the time of WSA designation (11/15/80) and final decisons of Congress
regarding these areas. The IMP contains specific management direction for activitiesin WSAs
which may occur or be authorized.

Management of areas designated as wilderness will be guided by the requirements of the
Wilderness Act of 1964, specific enabling legidation, and the BLM's wilderness management
procedures. While site-gpecific management objectives for wilderness areas will be included in
future wilderness management plans, certain actions are non-discretionary, including closure to
motorized vehicle use (except for vaid existing rights and approved non-conforming uses by
permit) and withdrawa from minerd entry.

ACTIVITY PLANS:

1

None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

gk owDdE

Wilderness Management Policy, U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of LzBedidanagerhadl

Nevada Wilderness Study AreaNotebook, CCFO . .......... ..., April, 1997
Waker Wilderness RecommendationsFnd EIS . . ......................... July, 1987
Lahontan Wilderness RecommendationsFnd EIS ............ ... ... ... .. .... 1987
Cdifornia Section 202 WildernessStUdy Areas ... ... vv i e 1988

GISMAP REFERENCE:

1

SMA-1 Special Management Areas
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VISUAL RESOURCES (VRM)

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 8400 Visua Resource Management 04/05/84)
1. The Bureau has a basic sewardship respongbility to identify and protect visua vaues on public
lands. The basic policy parameters for accomplishing this task are as follows:

A. The Bureau shdl prepare and maintain on a continuing basis an inventory of visud
vaueson dl public lands. Priority for new inventory shal be given to those areas where
it is needed for issue resolution in RMPs or in those areas where a project is proposed
and an inventory does not exist or needs updating. The god isto have a completed
VRM inventory for each RMP effort. The leve of detall should vary with the rdative
vaue of the visud resources within the planning area.

B. Visud management objectives (classes) are devel oped through the RMP process for dl
Bureau lands. The approved VRM objectives shal result from, and conform with, the
resource alocation decisions made in RMPs.

C. Interim visua management objectives are established where a project is proposed and
there are no RMP (or MFP) approved VRM objectives. These objectives are
developed using the guiddinesin Manud Section 8410 and must conform with the land
use dlocations set forth in the RMP which covers the project area. The establishment of
interim VRM objectives will not require a plan amendment unless the project itsdf
requires one.

D. The approved VRM objectives (classes) provide the visud management standards for
the design and development of future projects and for rehabilitation of existing projects.

E. Visud design consderations shdl be incorporated into al surface disturbing projects
regardless of Sze or potential impact. Emphasis shal be placed on providing these inputs
during the initid planning and design phases of project design and development. Ensuring
early visud design inputs into non-Bureau initiated projects in many casesis beyond Bureau
control. However, every effort should be made to inform potentia applicants of the visua
management objectives so they can be adequately incorporate visua design congderations
into ther initid planning and design efforts.
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F. The contrast rating process (Manua Section 8431) is used asavisud desgn tool in project
design and as a project assessment tool during environmenta review. Contrast ratings are
required for proposed projects in highly sengtive areas or high impact projects, but may aso
be used for other projects where it would appear to be the mogt effective design or
assessment tool. A brief narrative visud assessment is completed for dl other projects which
require an environmental assessment or environmental impact statemen.

G. Ensure that project monitoring efforts include timely and thorough compliance
evauations, especidly during the congtruction phase, to ensure that visuad management
provisions are effectively carried out.

Visud resource management is a management responsibility shared by al resource programs.
(Section .04A.2).

VRM training shal be conducted in each Didrict and Resource Areato maintain skill levels for
VRM coordinators and project coordinators. Emphasis shall be placed on improving design
skills so that visual design consderations will be incorporated into dl project proposas
beginning with initid planning and design.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Protect the visud resource values of Bureau managed public lands against unnecessary and
undue degradation.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
None

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
Manage the following areas to achieve VRM Class || standards. Changes in the landscape
caused by management activities should not be evident or attract attention.

A. Incandescent Rocks E. East Fork of the Carson River
B. Red Rocks F. Indian Creek

C. Mount Segd G. Walker Lake

D. Burbank Canyons H. East Wdker River
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Manage the following areas to achieve VRM Class |11 standards. Activities may be evident in
the landscape, but should remain subordinate to the existing landscape characterigtics.

A. VirginiaMountains

B. Pdomino Valey

C. Spanish Springs Valley

D. Winnemucca Ranch Vdley

E. Pah Rah North

F. Truckee River

G. Fort Sage

H. Long Vdley

I. Red Rock Road

J Peavire .. ... Transferred to USFS
K. Mount Rose . Transferred to USFS
L. Huffaker Hills

M. Orlean Hills

N. Virginia City

O. Howery Ridge

P. Lower Carson River
Q. Carson City

R. Prison Hill

S. Rawe Peak

T. Pine Nut Mountains Crest
U. Highway 395 South
V. Maklesaville

W. Bagley Valey

Manage the following areas to achieve VRM Class IV standards. Development may attract
attention and even dominate the landscape as long as the changes repeat the basic ements

found in the landscepe character.

A. Common hills and valeys north of
Reno

B. Urban and congested lands around
Reno

C. Pah Rah South

D. Jumbo
E. Highway 50 East
F. Pine Nut Foothills

Aress having outstanding (Class A) scenery will be protected if the Clan Alpine and Desatoya
WSAs are designated as wilderness as recommended in this document.

Other areasin the Clan Alpine, Desatoya, Stillwater, and New Pass Ranges as well as Sand
Mountain and the Carson River are ranked as having above average (Class B) scenery.

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS
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1 Visud resource management objectives and mitigation will be established on a case-by-case
basis through the environmental assessment process.

2. Visud resources will continue to be evauated as a part of activity and project planning. Such
evauation will consder the significance of the proposed project and the visua sengtivity of the
affected area

3. Stipulations will be attached as gppropriate to assure compatibility of projects with management
objectives for visua resources.

4. Visud Resource Management refersto public lands only. Private lands will not be affected.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:
1. Visud Resource Management objectives provide the visud management standards for the
design and development of future projects and for rehabilitation of existing projects.

2. Interim Visua Management objectives will be established where a project is proposed and
there are no gpproved VRM objectives. Objectives will be developed using the guiddines
established in BLM Manua Section 8410 and will conform with land use dlocations set forth in
the RMP. The establishment of interim VRM objectives will not require a plan amendment
unlessthe project itself requires one.

3. The contragt rating process ( Manua Section 8431) is used in project design and to assess
projects during environmenta review. These evauations will consider the significance of the
proposed project and the visua sengitivity of the affected area. If the visud contrast of a project
exceeds the requirements of Visua Resource Management objectives, the impact is considered
sgnificant and mitigating measures and dternatives will be examined.

4. The Field Office Manager may alow temporary projectsto exceed VRM standards if the
project will terminate within two years of initiation and be in compliance with VRM objectives
immediately upon remova and initia rehabilitation efforts

5. To comply with BLM policy for Wilderness Study Aress, these areas will be managed as
Interim VRM Class 11 until Congress makes fina decisions on wilderness suitability.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None
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GISMAP REFERENCE:
1. VRM-1 Visual Resource Classes
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SCENIC AREAS

NATIONAL POLICY: None (BLM Manual Section deleted)

1

None

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Protect and enhance the visud qudities of areas with outstanding scenic values.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
None

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS

Red Rocks Area

A. Designate the Red Rocks Area (700 acres) as a Scenic Area.
................................................ Completed November, 1984.

B. Manage the area under an agreement with mining clamants to protect the geologic features.

C. Develop a day-use picnic area, with 2-whed vehicle access and interpretation geologic

features in the Red Rocks Scenic Area.
D. Restrict OHV useto designated roadsandtrails. . ................... Completed
E. Ensure Mining Plans of Operations within the Red Rocks Scenic Areawould protect the
areds scenic qudity and not impair recreation use.

East Walker Scenic Area

A. Expand the Scenic Areafrom 3,889 acresto 4,173 acres

B. Adjust the Scenic Areaboundary in T. 8 N., R. 27 E., Sec. 34 by deleting lots 6 and 7 and

adding lots 8 and 9 to correct an error in the legal description.

C. Manage the Scenic AreaasaClass 11 Visua Resource Management Zone, where
management actions can be evident but should not detract from the scenic quality of the
area.

D. The excluson from ail, gas and geothermal leasing in the East Walker Scenic Areawill
be adjusted to conform with the segregation from minera entry. Thiswill result in anet
reduction of 334 acresin the excluson area

E. Limit vehiclesto designated roads.

............................. East Walker Scenic Area Transferred to USFS in 1988

Burbank Canyons

A. Designate 13,395 acres in the eastern Pine Nut Mountain Range as the Burbank
CanyonSSCENICAIEA - .ot e e e e e Completed June, 1986.
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B. Motor vehicleswill be limited to desgnated roads in this area.

East Fork of the Carson River
A. Designate the East Fork of the Carson River as a Scenic Area and develop specific
management directives. . . ............. Nevada Part Transferred to USFSin 1988.
.............................. Cdifornia Part Remains Under CCFO Adminigtretion.

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Scenic Aress are established to identify areas of outstanding visua quality. Scenic Areaswill be
managed to protect and enhance scenic quaities while alowing for appropriate recrestion use.
These lands are managed within Class 11 Visud Resource Management objectives where
actions may be seen, but should not attract the attention of the casual observer. The leve of
change to the characteristic landscape should be low.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:
None

ACTIVITY PLANS:

1

None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1

None

GISMAP REFERENCE:

1

SMA-1 Special Management Areas
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AREAS OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL

CONCERN

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manua Section 1613 - Areas of Criticad Environmenta

Concern09/29/88)

1

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) requires that priority shall
be given to the designation and protection of Areas of Critica Environmenta Concern
(ACEC). The ACECs are identified, evaluated, and designated through BLM’ s resource
management planning process. An ACEC designation is the principal BLM designation for
public lands where specid management is required to protect important naturd, culturd and
scenic resources or to identify natural hazards. Therefore, BLM managers will give precedence
to the identification, evauation, and designation of areas which require “ specid management
attention” during resource management planning. An ACEC designation will not beused asa
subdtitute for wilderness suitability recommendetions.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Provide ahigh level of protection for Incandescent Rocks, Steamboat Hot Springs, and Soda
Lake while recognizing other resource values.

............... Soda L ake ACEC Designation Abandoned Due to Lack of Public Lands.

Provide protection and enhancement of naturd and scientific vaues at Stewart Vdley, while
alowing public use and enjoyment and other resource uses.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
None

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
Designate 1,075 acresin the I ncandescent Rocks ar ea as the | ncandescent Rocks
Natural Scenic Area of Critical Environmental Concern. Thisactionisbeing takenin
order to protect the scenic quality of the area (Class A), plus the unique geologic features.
Incandescent Rocks is within the foreground - middle ground viewing zone from the Pyramid
Lake Highway, and contains critical rgptor nesting Sites.
.................................................. Completed January, 1984.
A. Pans of Operation will be pursued with the mining industry to protect portions of the
unit for recreation use and scenic quality. Heavy reliance will be placed upon 43 CFR
3809 to mitigate impacts.
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B. Provide the public legal access to Incandescent Rocks by obtaining an easement across a 40
acre parce of privatelandin T. 23 N., R. 20 E., Section 6, NE1J/4ANE1/4. Completed 1994.

C. Limit OHV use to designated roads and trails. Existing roads will be be designated
open to OHV use except where those roads and trails impact sengtive meadows,
seeps, springs and other waters.

.................................. Completed in RMP Recreation Decison No. 10.

D. Manage the areaas aVRM Class |1 Area, according to the requirements established
by BLM Manua 8400.

.......................................... Completed in RMP VRM Decison 1.

E. Designate Incandescent Rocks as a Scenic Area under 43 CFR 8352.0-6 and develop an
ACECmanagementplan. ............ .. ..., Completed January, 1984.

Designate 40 acresin the Steamboat Hot Springs Area as the Steamboat Hot Springs
Area of Critical Environmental Concern. Thisaction isbeing taken in order to protect,
manage, develop and interpret the 40-acre geyser field and other thermal featuresin the area.
Steamboat Hot Springs is near alarge population center and has easy access. Other public
agencies have expressed interest in protecting and developing the site. Completed January, 1984
A. Acquire lega accessto the Steamboat Hot Springs Area.

B. Acquire adjacent thermal features occurring on private land to the north and east of the
geyser terrace, through voluntary exchange or purchase.

C. Complete the suspected occupancy and mining trespass proceedings, and rehabilitate
degradation within the 40 acre Steamboat Springs ACEC.
D. Classfy 40 acres at Steamboat Springs for Recreation and Public Purposes.

E. Develop minimd recregtiond facilities within the area to protect the thermd features and the
public and to dlow for public enjoyment of the area.

F. Fencethe 40 acre Steamboat ACEC. ................ Completed by Washoe County
G Closeto OHV use.

H. Develop an ACEC Management plan for the Steamboat Hot Springs area.
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Designate 16,000 acresin Stewart Valley asan Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC), and withdraw 1,420 of those acresfrom mineral entry.
A. Limit OHV usein the Stewart Vdley ACEC to designated roads, trails and washes.

B. Manage the Stewart Valley ACEC as a Research Natural Area. Establish specid rules and
permits for scientific research and field schools. No commercia or private collection will be
alowed.

......... Stewart Vdley Fossl Site ACEC Management Plan Completed September 1990.

Designate Soda Lake an Area of Critical Environmenta Concern
A. Support nomination of the Soda L ake factory ste and buildings for the Nationa
Register of Historic Places.

B. Acquire viatransfer, exchange, or feetitle purchase, dl land in T19N, R28E, Section 7,
exclusive of the N1/2NW1/4 (TCID & Churchill County); Section 8, exclusive of the
E1/2E1/2 and NWL1/4 or NEV/4A(TCID);Section 18, NEV/4 of NE1/4 (TCID); and Section
17, N1/2 of NW1/4 (Bureau of Reclamation). These lands totaling 619 acres will be added
to the ACEC when acquired.

C. Implement aminor level of facility development including Sgns, underwater markers,
trails and other recreationa facilities as needed.

D. Establish cooperative agreements with adjacent landowners for the protection and
management of Soda L ake.
............... Soda L ake ACEC Designation Abandoned Dueto Lack Of Public Lands.

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Desgnation of Areas of Critica Environmenta Concern does not by itsdlf preclude any
activities adlowed under the public land laws. The ACEC designation is arecognition of the
specid resources of an area and a commitment to provide management which protects and/or
enhances the area. No action that isinconsstent with the terms of an ACEC designation or that
would adversely impact an ACEC protected resource will be permitted, unlessit is found
through the plan amendment process that the public benefits of such an action outweigh the
public benefits of continuing the ACEC protection and that there is no feasible dternative to the

ACE-3 Release 05/11/2001



Carson City Field Office Consolidated Resour ce Management Plan

proposed incongstent action. Protection of an ACEC is accomplished through management
actions developed specificaly for each individua area.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

1 All mining operations, other than casua use, occurring in an ACEC area are gpproved through
aPlan of Operationsfiled pursuant to 43 CFR 3809, s0 asto prevent unnecessary and undue
degradation.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. Areaof Critical Environmenta Concern Management Plan

SewatVdleyFossl Site. . ... September, 1990.
2. Management Plan Incandescent Rocks ScenicACEC .. .................. January, 1988

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1. SMA-1 Special Management Areas
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MINERALSAND ENERGY

NATIONAL POLICY: (43 CFR 3809.0-6 - Surface Management -Policy )

1

Congstent with section 2 of the Mining and Minera policy Act of 1970 and section 102(a) (7),
(8), and (12) of the Federd Land Policy and Management Act, it is the policy of the
Department of the Interior to encourage the development of federa minera resources and
reclamation of disturbed lands. Under the mining laws a person has a statutory right, consistent
with Departmenta regulations, to go upon the open (unappropriated and unreserved) federa
lands for the purpose of minera prospecting, exploration, development, extraction and other
uses reasonably incident thereto. This statutory right carries with it the respongibility to that
operations include adequate and responsible measures to prevent unnecessary or undue
degradation of the federa lands and to provide for reasonable reclamation.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Encourage development of energy and minerd resourcesin atimey manner to meet nationd,
regiond and local needs consstent with the objectives for other public land uses.

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
Public landsin the Field Office area of jurisdiction are open to minerd and energy development
activity with the following exceptions

Areas Closed to Mineral Entry and Energy development:

A. Lands Classfied under the Classfication and Multiple Use Act. (Approximately 8,000
acresin Sun Valley, Washoe Valey, Steamboat and Peavine Mountain).

........................................ Peavine Mountain Transferred to USFS.

A. Within the Waker Planning Area about 11,000 acresis either segregated against
minera entry under the Classification and Multiple Use Act or withdrawn from minerd
by through forma withdrawal processes.

A. The Carson City Urban Interface Plan Amendment states, Withdraw 17,892 acres
from operation of the locatable mining laws and close these lands to minera exploration
and leasing to protect open space and other public land vaues. these are discretionary
actions.

Areas Closed to Mineral Entry (22,672 Acres)

A. Grimes Point Archaeologica Area 400 acres
B. Cold Springs Historic Area 200 acres

C. Sand Mountain Recreation Area 2,760 acres
D. Stewart Vdley ACEC (sendtive aress) 1,420 acres
E. Carson City Urban Interface 17,892 acres
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AreasWhere Mineral Entry and Development is Restricted to Valid Existing Rights
(582,191 Acres)

The following areas are Wilderness Study Areas (WSA) and are subject to the provisons of
the Wilderness Interim Management Policy. These provisons restrict mining and energy
development activities to those that are alowed under vaid exigting rights and do not impair
wilderness qudity. WSA designated as wilderness by Congress will be closed to minerd entry.

A. Clan Alpine WSA 196,128 acres
B. Stillwater WSA 94,607 acres
C. Job Peak WSA 90,209 acres
D. Desatoya WSA 51,262 acres
E. Augusta Mtns. WSA 51,000 acres
F. GabbsValey Range WSA 79,600 acres
G. Burbank Canyons WSA 13,395 acres
H. Slinkard WSA 5,440 acres
|. Carson-lceberg WSA 550 acres

Areas Where Existing Withdrawals and Segregation From Mineral Entry Will be
Maintained (22,500 acr es)
A. Key Watershed and Wildlife Areas

1. Alkdi Lake

2. Antelope Valey

3. Fine Nut Mountains

4. Topaz Lake

B. Mgor Recreation and Scenic Areas
1. East Walker River
2. Wilson Canyon
3. Walker Lake
4. Prison Hill

Areas Closed to Oil, Gas and Geothermd Leasing (45,392 acres)

A. Key Scenic, Wildlife, Recreation, and Historic Areas
LlcksVdley...........o i Transferred to USFS, 1988.
2EasWdkerRiver ... . Transferred to USFS, 1988.
3. Walker Lake
4. Indian Creek
5. Virginia City
6. Aurora (680 aCcres) .. ....vviii Transferred to USFS, 1988.
7. Prison Hill
8. Alkdi Lake
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O WilsonCanyon ...............c.u.... South of River Transferred to USFS, 1988.
10. Sand Mountain 1,960 acres
B. Carson City Urban Interface 17,892 acres

Areas Closed to Oil, Gas, Sodium and and Potassum L easing
A. Key Aress In the Reno Planning Area

1. Galena Creek

2. Whites Creek

3. Jumbo Reservoir

4. Truckee River

5. E. Fork Carson River

6. Carson River

7. Jones Canyon Reservoir

Areas Where Some Redtrictions Apply to Oil and Gas L easing
A. No Surface Occupancy (NSO)
1. Within 500 feet of any water (Lahontan MDYS)
2. Within 300 feet of any water (Walker MDS)
3. Cold Springs Pony Express Station 40 acres
4. Grimes Point 960 acres

B. Seasond Redtrictions on Activities
1. Spring Redtrictions
A. Six Sage Grouse Strutting Grounds 56,320 acres
(Fort Churchill/Clan Alpine Goetherma EAR 1975)
B. All Occupied Raptor Eyries

2. March 1 to July 30 Redtrictions
A. Sage Grouse Habitat 85,300 acres
B. East Waker River Area
C. Pine Nut Mountains

3. February 1 to September 1 10,240 acres
A. Prairie Falcon Habitat
B. Excdsor Mountains

Areas Closed to Geothermal Leasing Only

A. Key Areas
1. Cold Springs Pony Express Station 40 acres
2. Grimes Point 640 acres
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Areas Where Some Restrictions Apply to Geothermal Leasing
A. No Surface Occupancy (NSO)
1. Within 500 feet of any water

B. Seasond Redtrictions on Activities
1. Spring Redtrictions
A. Sage Grouse Strutting Grounds 9,920 acres
B. North of Cold Springs
(Fort Churchill/Clan Alpine Geothermd EAR 1975)

2. March 1 to July 30 Redtrictions
A. Sage Grouse Habitat 85,300 acres
B. East Waker River Area
C. Pine Nut Mountains

3. February 1 to September 1 10,200 acres
A. Prairie Facon Habitat
B. Excdsor Mountains

No minerd material sadles or digposa will be authorized within the 40 acre Jumbo Posipile area

The Navy has proposed to withdraw an additiona 181,323 acres in Churchill County. These
areas are segregated from operations under the mining law, minerd leasing laws, and the
Materid Saes Act pending a decision on the proposed withdrawa.

.................. Completed “Military Lands Withdrawa Act of 1999" October 1999.

Keep areas with geothermal potentid (in the Reno Planning Area) open to leasing, exploration,
development and production through applicable law, policy and procedure.

In the Reno Planning Area, Keep 46 mineral materid sites open for sdes and free use,
restructure use of the Stes to accommodate Visua Resource Management (VRM) and monitor
to insure compliance.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS

Public Water Reserves will be maintained on key streams and springs to protect public water
rights. These areas are open to minera leasing and minerd entry for metallic mineras but are
closed to non-metaliferous mineras.

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None
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IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

Identify hazards to the public around inactive and active mine clams through signing, fencing or
other appropriate means. Priorities for hazard reduction will be established and carried out by
the mineras program, in cooperation with the State Mine Inspector and claimants.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

Continue to provide minerd materid commodities to the using public, following these generd

criteria

A. Avoid duplication of pits within the same generd area.

B. Examine hauling distances and place sites according to acceptable VRM classfication where
possible.

C. Use exigting Sites to the greatest extent possible.

D. For mgor trangportation RAWS, place Sites aminimum of 10 miles gpart.

E. Determine life expectancy of Stes and set rehabilitation requirements in advance.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

Salable Minerals
Each minera materid disposal is a discretionary action with gppropriate terms and conditions
implemented to guard against undue or unnecessary degradation of existing resources.

Minerd materid disposa will not occur in Wilderness Study Areas, ACECs or areas deemed
unsuitable by Washoe County.

Minerd materid salesin the Reno/Sparks market areathat are for quantitiesin excess of
30,000 cubic yards will be advertised and sold competitively.

Common-variety mineral materia digposa is not made where there isavdid existing mining
clam. Mining daimants are prohibited from sdling minerd materid from their unpatented mining
dams

Leasable Minerals
Qil, gas, and geotherma exploration and production upon BLM land are conducted through
leases with the Bureau and are subject to terms and stipulations to comply with al gpplicable
federa and state laws pertaining to various consderations for sanitation, water quaity, wildlife,
safety, and reclamation. Stipulations may be ste specific and are derived from the
environmenta analys's process.

Geophysica exploration permits for oil, gas or geotherma resources may be obtained prior to

leesing of the lands. Mitigation of any resource conflicts identified in the review process will be
dipulated in the permit.
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Wilderness Study Areas are closed to minerd leasing.

L ocatable Minerals
Pursuant to the mining laws, BLM lands are available for minera entry, location, exploration,
and operations which will not cause undue or unnecessary degradation of the public lands.

The authorized officer will be notified by the operator prior to conducting surface disturbance
other than casua use and cumulative disturbance under 5 acres within the project area. These
disturbances will be reclaimed in atimely manner so as not to cause undue or unnecessary
degradation, and prior to the authorization of additiona surface disturbance to maintain the
notice level of activity.

Where cumulative surface disturbance of aproject areais greater than five acres, a Plan of
Operations and a Reclamation Plan are required of the operator. These plans will be reviewed
in conjunction with the Nevada Divison of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Reclamation
and Regulation to ensure that al state permits are obtained and dl sate regulations are
followed. Plans of Operation may be revised to ensure that federd and State regulaions are
complied with to prevent undue or unnecessary degradation.

Pans of Operation will require adequate bonding to guarantee that reclamation will be
accomplished a mine closure or project completion.

Reclamation isrequired of dl levels of activity S0 as not to cause undue and unnecessary
degradation.

All minerd exploration roads on cut and fill dopeswill be reclaimed by recontouring unless they
are within or part of a pre-1981 mining disturbance.

All leves of activity, casua use, notice, or plan of operation, will comply with federad and Sate
regulations regarding air qudity, water quality, solid wagtes, wildlife and its habitat,
archaeologica and paleontological resources.

Mining clam vdidity examinations will be conducted under these circumstances:
A. Minerd patent applications.

B. Where amining dlam conflicts with aland-use or mineral materia disposa application and it
is deemed in the public interest to void the daimsif possble. If the mining damsare
determined to be valid, the disposa action could not be executed.

C. Where the land is needed for afederd program.
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D. Where there is unauthorized use of the mining clam such as occupancy or remova of
sdedble minerds.

ACTIVITY PLANS:

1

None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1
2.

3.
4.
5.

NevadaCyanidemanagementPlan. .............. .. .. ... ..., August, 1991.
Bureau of Land Management Solid Mineras Reclamation Handbook, BLM Manua handbook
H-3042- 1 . o April, 1992.
Nevada Abandoned Mine Lands Report, Stateof Nevada .. ........... September, 1999.
Interim Guidance On Mine Closure Carson City Feld Office. .. ................... 1999
Nevada Bureau of Land Management’s Closure Policy for Water Management for Hardrock
MINING ACIVIIES. . . ... e e e August 3, 2000

GISMAP REFERENCE:

1
2.

MIN-1 Mining
MIN-2 Minerals and Energy (Oil and Gas)
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HAZARDOUSMATERIALS

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manud Section 1703 Hazardous Materials Management 10/20/95)
The BLM will manage hazardous materids based on the following principles.

1

10.

11.

12.

And request funds to correct or prevent noncompliance with federal and state hazardous
materias laws and regulations.

Comply with applicable federd and state environmenta laws and regulations with available
funding.

Minimize wastes and prevent pollution generated or released on public lands and BLM
facilities, consastent with executive palicy.

Manage al releases or threatened releases on or affecting public lands or BLM facilities, giving
immediate priority based on hazard and risk. Priority shdl be given to the control of dl releases
or threatened rel eases that pose an imminent hedlth, safety or environmental danger.

Base decisons and timing of longer term remedia action on hazard and risk; judicid, Satutory
and regulatory requirements; approved interagency and intergovernmental orders or
agreements; and congstency with current funding and workload.

Develop and maintain contingency plans for both CERCLA and EPCRA.

Take the lead in Ste evduations and remediation for public land Sitesin a cost effective and
timely manner.

Unless the State Director approves an exception, do not use public lands for hazardous waste
treatment, storage or disposal (TSD) facilities (RCRA Subtitle C).

The State Director must gpprove entry by qudified BLM personnel onto hazardous materias
Sites subject to OSHA and other requirements.

Maintain an inventory of hazardous materids Stes.

Digpose RCRA, Subtitle C, hazardous wastes generated by BLM only a TSD facilitiesthat are
on the EPA’s mogt recent list of approved facilities.

Provide funding and training to maintain and support a qudified cadre of employeesto
implement hazardous materia's management.
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Integrate hazardous materias management into other BLM functions.
Coordinate hazardous materia's management with locd, state and federa agencies.

Prepare and maintain the necessary documentation, including retention of al necessary
hazardous materias management-related case and personne files.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

1

DESIRED OUTCOMES
None

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
None

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
None

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

None

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

No disposa of hazardous materids on public lands will be authorized. When hazardous
materials are located on public lands, the following sequence of actions will occur: reporting,
necessary Site security, coordination of procedura clean-up, and monitoring results of clean-up.
Actions taken by the BLM can aso include prosecution of those responsible for illega

dumping.

Initiators of actions which use hazardous materias on public lands will be required to have the
necessary permits, from the State of Nevada and (if necessary) the Environmental Protection

Agency, which are designed to protect the environment. These permits become conditions of

gpprova by the BLM for actions on federd lands.

Authorized public land users shal comply with the Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976, as

amended (15 U.S.C. 2601. Et seq.) With regard to any toxic substances that are used
generatedby or stored on the authorized area or facilities. See 40 CFR, Part 702-799 and
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especidly, provisions on polychlorinated biphenyls, $0 CFR 761.1 - 761.193. Additionadly,
any release of toxic substances (leaks, spills, etc.) In excess of the reportable quantity
established by 40 CFR, Part 117, shall be reported as required by the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, Section 102b. A copy of
any report required or requested by any federd agency or state government as aresult of a
reportable release or spill of any toxic substances shdl be furnished to the authorized officer
concurrent with the filing of the reports to the involved federd agency or state government.

ACTIVITY PLANS
1. None

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:
1. None

GISMAP REFERENCE:
1. None
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CULTURAL RESOURCES

NATIONAL POLICY: (BLM Manual Section 8100 cultura Resource Management 12/06/89)

1

Cultura resources are recognized as fragile, irreplaceable resources with potentia public and
scientific uses, representing an important and integra part of our Nation's heritage.

The BLM manages cultural resources under itsjurisdiction or control according to their relative
importance, protecting againgt inadvertent loss, destruction, or impairment, and encouraging
and accommodating the uses determined appropriate through planning and public participation.

Apart from certain consderations derived from specific culturd resource statutes, management
of cultura resources on the public landsis primarily based on FLPMA and is fully subject to the
same multiple use principles and the same planning and decision making processes as are
followed in managing other public land resources.

RMP LEVEL DECISIONS

DESIRED OUTCOMES
Culturd and paleontologica resources will be protected to the maximum extent practicable,
consistent with other resource values.

The objective of the Bureau's cultura resource program is to manage cultura resources for
public benefit. The Department of the Interior hasissued ingtructions setting forth this
management structure through a use evauation system. The purposes of the system areto
analyze the scientific and sociocultural values of cultural resources, to provide basisfor
adloceation of cultura resources, to make cultura resources an important part of the planning
system, and to identify information needed when existing documentation is inadequete to
support areasonable cultura resource-based land use alocation

LAND USE ALLOCATIONS
The Sand Springs and Cold Springs Pony Express Stations have been scientifically excavated,
stabilized, and developed as public interpretive Sites.

SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS
National Register of Historic Places
A. Grimes Point Petroglyph Site.

B. Hidden Cave Archaeologicd Site. E. Sand Springs Pony Express
C. Rock Creek Stage and Telegraph Sation.

Site. F. Lahontan Dam and Power Station.
D. Cold Springs Pony Express Station. G. Carson River Diverson Dam.
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Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
A. Stewart Valey Fossl Site.

National Historic Landmark
A. Virginia City

LAND TENURE DECISIONS
None

IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL DECISIONS

1

None

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1

A Cultura Resource Management Plan isin effect for the Grimes Point Archaeologica Area.
The plan has guided research and interpretation at this highly sgnificant locality. Mgor festures
are interpretive trails at Grimes Point Petroglyph Site and at Hidden Cave. Hidden Cave has
been developed as an in Situ interpretive center with scheduled tours which have proven to be
quite popular. A cooperative Management Agreement (CMA) has been established with the
Churchill County Museum Association to provide volunteer tour guides for the public tours.

A management plan has been written for the Sand Springs Desart Study Area. Included are a
sf-guided interpretive trail and informationa signs.

Monitor the Trailer Park culturd resources Site at least bi-monthly to measure any degradation.

Monitor the Tule Ridge cultural resource site complex at least semi-annualy to measure any
degradation and to creste a BLM presence in the area

Pogt aminimum of two higtoric Stes per year which have been evauated as highly sgnificant,
using postive protection Sgning.

Coordinate with the Nevada Department of Transportation in order to explore the feasibility of
ingalling an interpretative panel (at BLM cost). The pand would be located on Interstate 80
east of Reno to point out this highly significant complex of (petroglyph) Stes and their
relationship to regiona prehistory.

......................... Site located on private property not under BLM jurisdiction.

Cultura resources will continue to be inventoried and evaluated as part of project level
planning. Such evauation will congder the sgnificance of the proposed project and the
sengitivity of cultural resources in the affected area. Stipulations will be attached as gppropriate
to assure compatibility of projects with management objectives for cultura resources.
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The evauation of cultura resources requires the consideration of actud or potentia use of
individua gtes or properties within the following categories:

A. Scientific Use This category gppliesto any cultural resource determined to be available for
consderation as the subject of scientific or historical study at the present time, using currently
available research techniques. Study includes methods that would result in the resource’s
physicd dteration or destruction. This category applies dmogt entirdly to prehistoric and
historic archaeologica properties, where the method of useis generdly archaeologica
excavation, controlled surface collection, and/or controlled recordation.

B. Conservation for Future Use: This category is reserved for any unusua cultura property
which, because of scarcity, aresearch potentia that surpasses the current Sate of the art,
sngular historic importance, cultural importance, architectura interest, or comparable reasons,
isnot currently available for consderation as the subject of scientific or historical study that
would result inits physicd dteration. Cultural resources within this category are deemed
worthy of segregation from dl other land or resource uses, including cultura resource uses, that
would threaten the maintenance of its present condition or setting, as pertinent, and will remain
in this use category until pecified provisons are met in the future.

C. Traditiond Use: This category isto be applied to any cultura resource known to be
percaived by a specified socid and/or cultura group as important in maintaining the culturd
identity, heritage, or well-being of the group. Cultura properties assigned to this category are
to be managed in ways that recognize the importance ascribed to them and seek to
accommodate their continuing traditiond use.

D. Public Use: This category may be gpplied to any cultura property found to be gppropriate
for use as an interpretive exhibit in place, or for related educationd and recregtiond uses by
members of the generd public.

E. Experimenta Use: This category may be applied to a cultural resource judged well-suited
for controlled experimenta study, to be conducted by BLM or others concerned with the
techniques of managing cultura resources, which would result in the property’ s dteration,
possibly including loss of integrity and destruction of physical ements.

F. Discharged from Management: This category is assgned to culturd properties that have no
remaining identifiable use. Mog often these are prehistoric and historic archaeol ogica
properties, such as small surface scatters of artifacts or debris, whose limited research potential
is effectively exhausted as soon as they have been documented. Also, more complex
archaeologica properties that have had their salient information collected and preserved
through mitigation or research may be discharged from management, as should cultura
resources destroyed by any naturd event or human activity.
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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES:

Paleontologica resources are managed for preservation, protection, scientific use, recreationa
use, and educationd use. The BLM must insure that authorized land uses do not inadvertently
damage or destroy important paleontologica resources on public land. Relevant laws,
regulations and policy include the Federd Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-
579), National Environmenta Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190), 43 CFR 8365, 43 CFR
8200, 43 CFR 8364, 43 CFR 8365.1-5, 43 CFR 8360.0-7, 18 USC Section 641, Secretarial
Order 3104, Onshore Oil and Gas Order No. 1 and 43 CFR 3162, Federa Cave Resources
Protection Act of 1988 (P.L. 100-691) and 43 CFR 37.

Culturd resources are preserved and protected on public lands, the BLM must ensure that
proposed land uses, initiated or authorized by BLM, avoid inadvertent damage to cultura
resources on both federad and non-federd lands. Relevant laws, regulations, and policy include
the Federd Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-579), the National
Environmenta Policy Act of 1969 (P. L. 91-190), Nationa Historic Preservation Act of 1969
and its subsequent amendments (P.L. 89-665), Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act
of 1974 (P.L. 86-523), American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978 (P.L. 95-431),
Executive Order 1193, Executive Order 13007, Archaeological Resources Protection Act of
1979 (P.L. 96-95), Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (P.L.
101-601), Antiquities Act of 1906 (P.L. 59-209), 43 CFR 3, 43 CFR 60, 43 CFR 800, 43
CFR 7, 43 CFR 8365.1-5(a)(1), and 43 CFR 10, Subpart B.

Culturd resources will be managed for a variety of purposes depending upon the nature of the
property. Management categories and their appropriate trestments are defined in BLM Manua
8110, Identifying Cultural Resources.

Section 106 of the Nationa Historic Preservation Act requires the federal agency to consider
the effects of an undertaking on cultura resources digible to, or listed on, the Nationa Register
of Historic Places. This mandate extends federd responghbility to culturd resources located on
private lands.

Identification and evauation of cultural resources, determination of project effects, and
development of trestment plans for digible resources will be conducted in accordance with 36
CFR 800 and the procedures within the Nevada State Protocols, BLM Manua 8110,
Identifying Cultural Resources, BLM Manua 8120, Protecting Cultural Resources, the
Secretary of the Interior’ s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic
Preservation, BLM supplements to the Nevada State Protocols and SHPO written guidance.
Class|II culturd resource inventory will generdly be conducted for dl undertakings unless
specid exemption is obtained on a case-by-case basis or if the undertaking will take placein an
areatha has previoudy received an adequate inventory that is less than 10 years old and has
previoudy received SHPO review.
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Culturd resources managed by the BLM Carson City Fidd Office in Cdiforniawill be subject
to the State Protocol Agreement between the Cdlifornia State Director of the Bureau of land
Management and the California State Historic Preservation Officer.

Cultura properties without National Regigter digibility determinations will be trested as digible
properties until such determinations can be made.

Avoidance of cultura propertiesisthe preferred treatment. However, avoidance may be
ingppropriate or insufficient if, 1) the project will create on-going activity in the area, 2) the
project will grestly increase access into the area, or 3) the project will dter the visud, audible
or atmospheric characterigtics of the cultural properties setting. These conditions could lead to
increased vandaism and/or accidental damage, or detract from the overdl sgnificance of the

property.

If eigible properties cannot be avoided, a trestment plan will be developed pursuant to the
Nevada State Protocols which will set forth appropriate mitigation to reduce the effect of the
project upon the properties. If the effect is till adverse, consultation with the Presdent’s
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation is required. The treatment plan must be approved
and, if necessary, consultation must be completed prior to authorization of the undertaking.

If in the event that previoudy unidentified cultural properties are encountered during the course
of congtruction, development, or activation of a BLM undertaking, dl activity in the immediate
vicinity of the cultural resource will cease and the gppropriate BLM Authorized Officer will be
notified. The Authorized Officer will than take such action as to comply with Section 106 of

NHPA prior to the resumption of the undertaking activity in the vicinity of the cultural property.

The views of Native Americans will be consdered prior to BLM decisions or gpprovals that
could result in changesin land use, physical changes to lands or resources, changesin access,
or dienation of lands. Consultation with Native American religious and secular leaders will be
conducted pursuant to the American Indian Religious Freedom Act and the Nationd Historic
Preservation Act to identify geographic areas which may be associated with traditiona
lifeway/rdligious practices. Executive Order 13007 directs the federal agencies to protect
Native American sacred Sites. Traditiona Cultura Properties (TCPs) shdl be identified
through the guidance in Nationd Register Bulletin 38: Guiddines for Evauating and
Documenting Traditional Culturd Properties. Significant TCPs are digible for the Nationd
Register of Higtoric Places. When identified TCPs are Sgnificant to Native Americans,
consultation with Tribes to comply with the Nationd Historic Preservation Act will be guided
by BLM Manud 8160, Native American Consultation and Coordination, and BLM
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Handbook H-8160-1, General Procedural Guidance for Native American Consultation.

Whenever possible, Native American human remains will be preserved in place. Human
remains inadvertently displaced from origind burid locations will be collected and treated in the
following manner: 1) In-situ human remains and funerary objects on the surface shdl be
removed when the buria Site cannot be protected, and 2) Human remains or associated
funerary items not associated with an in-gitu burid ste will be collected. Such itemswill be held
by the Nevada State Museum pending appropriate disposition or repatriation to the tribe
identified as the genetic or cultura descendants according to 43 CFR 10 Subpart B.

ACTIVITY PLANS:

1

Areaof Criticd Environmenta Concern Management Plan
SewatVdleyFossl Site. . ... September,1990

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE:

1

w

10.

BLM Culturd Resources Inventory Genera Guidelines, January 1990, Fourth Edition,
Revised.

43 CFR 3622, 43 CFR 3221, 43 CFR 3610

BLM Manuals 8100, 8110, 8120, 8130, 8160 and 8170

Programmatic Memorandum of Agreement between BLM and the President’ s Advisory
Council on Higtoric Preservation, January 14, 1980

National Programmeatic Agreement between the BLM, the National Council of State Higtoric
Preservation Offices, and the President’s Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Nationd Register Bulletins

Pdeontological Instruction Memorandums WO 95-51 and WO 96-67

Paleontological Resource Management Handbook H-8270-1, General Procedural Guidance
for Paleontological Resource Management.

Revised 36 CFR 800 Regulations

Treatment of Archaeologica Properties- A Handbook (President’ s Advisory Council on
Higtoric Preservation)

GISMAP REFERENCE:

1

None
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