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BLM, Carson City Field Office 
Wildland Fire Management Objectives, Strategies, and Constraints 

 
 
The 4,885,000 acres under the jurisdiction of the Carson City Field Office of the BLM is divided 
into fifteen fire management units (FMUs).   
      
FMU NAME    FMU NUMBER   FMU TYPE______  
Fish Springs    FMU-NV-030-01            High Value Habitat  
Reno/Sparks    FMU-NV-030-02   WUI  
Mustang    FMU-NV-030-03   Vegetation  
Carson River    FMU-NV-030-04   WUI  
Alpine     FMU-NV-030-05   WUI  
Slinkard    FMU-NV-030-06   Wilderness  
Como     FMU-NV-030-07     Cultural, Historic 
Lyon Basin     FMU-NV-030-08   Vegetation  
Lahontan Basin   FMU-NV-030-09   Vegetation  
Wassuk Range    FMU-NV-030-10   High Value Habitat 
Churchill Ranges   FMU-NV-030-11   High Value Habitat 
Churchill Basin   FMU-NV-030-12   Vegetation  
Mineral Basin    FMU-NV-030-13   Vegetation  
Gabbs Valley Range   FMU-NV-030-14   High Value Habitat  
Excelsior Mountains   FMU-NV-030-15   High Value Habitat  
 
For the purposes of this Fire Plan, a FMU is a specific land management area that is defined by 
fire management objectives, management constraints, topographic features, access, values to be 
protected, political boundaries, fuel types, and major Fire Regime groups.  The Carson City 
FMUs are scaled to best define its’ fire management objectives, physical characteristics, resource 
values and fire planning attributes.   
 
The Carson City Field Office FMUs have dominant management objectives and pre-selected fire 
suppression strategies assigned to accomplish these objectives.  Each of the FMUs are also 
somewhat unique, as evidenced by management strategies, objectives, values and fire planning 
attributes that set it apart from the management characteristics of an adjacent FMU.   
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FMU Total Acres
Alpine 29,231
Carson River 529,565
Churchill Basin 687,538
Churchill Ranges 796,380
Como 257,754
Excelsior Mountains 92,923
Fish Springs 161,972
Gabbs Valley Range 261,544
Lahontan Basin 1,009,521
Lyon Basin 466,901
Mineral Basin 1,304,320
Mustang 290,634
Reno/Sparks 482,077
Slinkard 10,913
Wassuk Range 117,338

Bureau of Land Management
Carson City Field Office
5665 Morgan Mill Road
Carson City, NV 89701

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy,
reliability, or completeness of these data for individual or aggregate use with
other data.
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Fire Management Actions Common to All FMUs:  
• Protection of human life is the first and most important consideration in all wildfire 

events and suppression actions.   
• Protection of private property and facilities in at risk wildland urban interface areas will 

be a high priority.  
• Special attention must be given to areas dominated by cheatgrass or other weedy annuals 

or susceptible to conversion to these vegetation communities.  Full and rapid suppression 
is critical in these areas.  Keep fires as small as possible. 

• Prevent conversion of native vegetation communities to cheatgrass and/or weedy annuals. 
• Minimum impact suppression tactics (MIST) will apply, whereby the environmental 

impacts of emergency fire management methods will be no greater than necessary to 
meet fire management objectives. 

• Avoid firing unburned islands in all vegetation types.  This is especially critical in sage 
grouse habitat (see sage grouse population management unit map).   

• Avoid surface disturbing fire suppression activities in sensitive drainages, wetlands, 
riparian areas, and areas containing sensitive cultural resources. 

• Do not apply retardant or other fire suppressants on riparian vegetation 
(aspen/cottonwood/willow) or within 100 feet of surface water. 

• Assignment of one or more resource advisors will be a standard practice for all 
intermediate and large wildfires.   Assignment of one or more resource advisors is 
critical for all intermediate and large wildfires in or threatening sage grouse habitat 
or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs). 
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FMU Name & Number:  Fish Springs; NV-030-01 
 
FMU Type:  High Value Habitat 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Doyle Wildlife Management Area (adjacent), Flannigan and Fort Sage 
Herd Management Area (HMA), communication site on Fort Sage Peak, sage grouse habitat, 
mountain quail habitat. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect life and private property in the developing wildland urban interface.   
• Prevent catastrophic fire impacts to private property in WUI areas.   
• Protect high value wildlife habitat (Sage grouse, Mtn. quail, and deer winter range). 
• Maintain forage availability in Fort Sage and Flanigan HMAs. 
• Protect post fire restoration areas. 
• Protect the Fort Sage Drift Fence and Astor Pass vertebrate fossil locality. 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression of all wildfires threatening the developing 
wildland urban interface is the norm.  The intent is to hold all unplanned ignitions 
threatening the urban interface to 10 acres or less, 90% of the time in all vegetative types.   

• Suppression techniques and tactics will be used that protect life and property in the urban 
interface and avoid long-term impacts to high value wildlife habitat and sensitive visual 
resources.  Suppression activities will be concentrated between the fire and populated 
areas. 

• In more remote areas consult with a Resource Advisor, evaluate the potential for the fire 
to achieve resource objectives, and initiate an appropriate suppression response. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Manage fires within the view shed of major communities and major transportation routes 
U S Highway 395 and State Highway 445 to minimize visual impacts.  Avoid dozer lines 
on steep slopes. 

• Avoid ground disturbing activities and high intensity fire in and around the Fort Sage 
Drift Fence and Astor Pass vertebrate fossil locality. 
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FMU Name & Number: Reno/Sparks; NV-030-02 
 
FMU Type:  Wildland Urban Interface 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Wandering Skipper Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC); 
Incandescent Rocks Natural Scenic ACEC, Red Rocks Scenic Area, Pah Rah High Basin (Dry 
Lakes) Petroglyph ACEC, sage grouse habitat, mountain quail habitat, deer winter range, Granite 
Peak and Dogskin HMAs, Petersen Mountain Natural Area. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect life and private property in the developing wildland urban interface.   
• Prevent catastrophic fire impacts to private property in WUI areas.   
• Protect high value wildlife habitat (Sage grouse, Mountain quail, and deer winter range). 
• Maintain forage availability in the Fort Sage and Flanigan HMAs. 
• Protect post fire restoration areas. 
• Protect the Pah Rah Range High Basins (Dry Lakes) Petroglyph District ACEC, Truckee 

River Route of the California Emigrant Trail. 
• Protect the Wandering Skipper ACEC (T&E species). 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression of all wildfires threatening the developing 
wildland urban interface is the norm.  The intent is to hold all unplanned ignitions 
threatening the urban interface to 1 acre or less, 90% of the time in all vegetative types.   

• Suppression techniques and tactics will be used that protect life and property in the urban 
interface and avoid long-term impacts to high value wildlife habitat and sensitive visual 
resources.  Suppression activities will be concentrated on the fire and populated areas. 

• In more remote areas consult with a Resource Advisor, evaluate the potential for the fire 
to achieve resource objectives, and initiate an appropriate suppression response. 

Fire Suppression Constraints: 
• Manage fires within the view shed of major communities and major transportation routes 

U S Highway 395 and State Highway 445 to minimize visual impacts.  Avoid dozer lines 
on steep slopes. 

• Avoid ground disturbing activities and high intensity fire in and around the Pah Rah 
Basin Petroglyph ACEC and the Truckee River Route of the California Emigrant Trail.   
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FMU Name & Number:  Mustang; NV-030-03 
 
FMU Type:  Vegetation 

 
Areas of Consideration:  Truckee River Route of the California Emigrant Trail, Pah Rah High 
Basin (Dry Lakes) Petroglyph ACEC, communication site on Virginia Peak, sage grouse habitat. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect high value wildlife habitat for Sage grouse. 
• Protect post fire restoration areas. 
• Protect the communication site on Virginia Peak. 
• Avoid unnecessary long-term visual impacts in the Interstate 80 and US Highway 95. 
• Protect the Truckee River Route of the California Emigrant Trail. 
 

Fire Suppression Strategies: 
• Aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of holding all unplanned 

ignitions to 50 acres or less, 90% of the time in areas dominated by cheatgrass or 
susceptible to post fire cheatgrass invasion. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics.  
• Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 

Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Avoid bulldozer lines within view shed of Interstate 80 and Highway 95. Avoid dozer 
lines on steep slopes. 

• Avoid ground disturbing activities and high intensity fire in and around Truckee River 
Route of the California Emigrant Trail and a small portion of the Pah Rah High Basin 
(Dry Lakes) Petroglyph ACEC. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Carson River; NV-030-04 
 
FMU Type:  Wildland Urban Interface 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Virginia City Historic Landmark, California Emigrant Trail – Carson 
River Route, Pony Express Trail and associated stations, communication site on Rawe Peak, 
Williams Combleaf ACEC, Ruhenstroth Paleontological ACEC, Sierra Valley Ivesia habitat, 
sage grouse habitat, mountain quail habitat, Jumbo Creek watershed, Eldorado Canyon 
watershed, Carson River superfund site, Burbank Canyon WSA, Pine Nut HMA, Indian 
allotment land 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect life and private property in the wildland urban interface.   
• Prevent catastrophic fire impacts on Threatened and Endangered species habitat 

(Steamboat Buckwheat) and on BLM sensitive species habitat (Webber Ivesia, Pine Nut 
Ivesia). 

• Protect resource values in the proposed Ruhenstroth Paleontological ACEC and 
designated Williams Combleaf ACEC. 

• Protect wilderness values in the Burbank Canyon WSA. 
• Maintain high visual resource values of the Burbank Canyon Scenic Area and WSA with 

applicable Class I (WSA) and II (Scenic Area) visual resource management designations. 
• Protect old growth pinyon stands important to the Washoe Tribe. 
• Protect high quality scenic resources and views from developed areas around Carson 

City, Dayton, Virginia City, Holbrook Junction, Smith Valley, Carson Valley, and 
Washoe Valley. 

• Maintain forage availability in Pine Nut HMA. 
• Protect high value wildlife habitat (Sage grouse, Mountain quail, and deer winter range). 
• Protect fire restoration areas. 
• Protect major watersheds and riparian areas in the Carson River basin from unnecessary 

degradation (Eldorado Canyon Watershed SMA, Jumbo, Pine Nut Creek, Red Canyon, 
Burbank Canyon and others). 

• Protect the following: 
o Virginia City National Historic Landmark 
o California Emigrant Trail – Carson River Route 
o Pony Express Trail and associated stations 
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Fire Suppression Strategies: 
• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression of all wildfires threatening the wildland 

urban interface is the norm.  The intent is to hold all unplanned ignitions in the urban 
interface to 1 acres or less, 90% of the time in all vegetative types.   

• Suppression techniques and tactics will be used that protect life and property in the urban 
interface and avoid long-term impacts to sensitive visual resources.  Suppression 
activities will be concentrated between the fire and populated areas. 

• In more remote areas consult with a Resource Advisor, evaluate the potential for the fire 
to achieve resource objectives, and initiate an appropriate suppression response. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Manage fires within the view shed of major communities and major transportation routes 
U S Highways 50 and 395 and State Highways 208 and 341 to minimize visual impacts.  
Avoid dozer lines on steep slopes. 

• Wildfire management in Burbank Canyon WSA will be consistent with provisions in the 
CCFO Interim Fire Management Plan, Wilderness Study Areas (1997). 

• MIST will apply in the WSA, whereby the environmental impacts of emergency fire 
management methods will be no greater than necessary to meet fire management 
objectives. 

• Do not improve helispots in the WSA. 
• Bulldozers are not to be used in the Burbank Canyon WSA/scenic area, ACECs, and 

riparian areas not immediately adjacent to homes in wildland urban interface. 
• Avoid surface disturbing suppression actions including use of bulldozers and heavy 

equipment near Endangered and sensitive plant locations. The Steamboat Buckwheat is a 
federally endangered plant, the only one in Carson City District. It is found in the 1 
square mile west of U.S. Highway 395 immediately south of the Mt. Rose Junction. BLM 
sensitive plants are found in the unit and include: 1) Webber Ivesia at T11N, R21E, 
Sec.15, NW, at road junction of US 395 and Veta Grande Mine Road; and 2) Pinenut 
Ivesia at (a) T12N, R22E, Sec.9, NE in meadow areas, and (b) T12N, R22E, Sec. 11, 
small meadow 1.2 air miles SE of Slaters Mine, in sagebrush flat, and (c) Sec 26, W 1/2, 
meadow near Winters Mine. 

• Avoid ground disturbing activities in and around the following areas: Virginia City 
Historic Landmark, California Emigrant Trail – Carson River Route, Pony Express Trail 
and associated stations, Ruhenstroth Paleontological ACEC 

• Danger to firefighters due to hazardous material issues and open shafts in and around the 
following mining districts in the Pine Nut Mountains and Virginia Range: Delaware, El 
Dorado, west Como, Eagle, west Mountain House, west Mt Siegel, west Red Canyon and 
the Virginia City Historic Landmark. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Alpine; NV-030-05 
 
FMU Type:  Wildland Urban Interface 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Indian Creek Recreation Area, Indian Creek Campground, Turtle 
Rock County Park, Bald Eagle nest on the northeastern shore of Indian Creek Reservoir, 
California Emigrant Trail – Carson River Route, numerous cultural resource sites, fire restoration 
areas. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect life and private property in Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) areas.   
• Protect developed recreation sites. 
• Prevent catastrophic fire impacts on Threatened and Endangered species habitat (Bald 

Eagle). 
• Protect high quality scenic resources and views. 
• Protect fire restoration areas. 
• Protect major watersheds and riparian areas in the East Fork of the Carson River basin 

from unnecessary degradation. 
• Protect the California Trail – Carson River Route. 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression of all wildfires is the norm.  The intent is to 
hold all unplanned ignitions threatening the urban interface to 1 acres or less, 90% of the 
time in all vegetative types.   

• Suppression techniques and tactics will be used that protect life and property in the urban 
interface and avoid long-term impacts to sensitive visual resources.   

• In more remote areas consult with a Resource Advisor, evaluate the potential for the fire 
to achieve resource objectives, and initiate an appropriate suppression response. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Manage fires within the view shed of major communities, major transportation routes 
State Highways 88 and 89, and developed recreation sites to minimize visual impacts.  
Avoid dozer lines on steep slopes. 

• Avoid surface disturbing activities that could impact the California Emigrant Trail – 
Carson River Route. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Slinkard; NV-030-06 
 
FMU Type:  Wilderness 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Carson Iceberg WSA, Slinkard WSA, Heenan Lake 
Recreation/Wildlife Area, sensitive historic and prehistoric cultural resources, potential nesting 
habitat for Peregrine Falcons. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

Protect Wilderness Values in the Carson Iceberg and Slinkard WSAs. • 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Prevent catastrophic fire impacts on Threatened and Endangered species potential nesting 
habitat (Peregrine Falcon). 
Protect recreation uses and developed recreation sites. 
Protect high quality scenic resources and views. 
Protect fire restoration areas. 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

Aggressive initial attack and full suppression will be initiated on all wildfires threatening 
developments on private property. 
Under high fire intensity levels aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of 
holding all unplanned ignitions to 50 acres or less, 90% of the time in all vegetation 
communities. 
Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 
Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 
Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

Wildfire management in Carson Iceberg WSA will be consistent with provisions in the 
CCFO Interim Fire Management Plan, Wilderness Study Areas (1997). 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

MIST will apply in the WSA, whereby the environmental impacts of emergency fire 
management methods will be no greater than necessary to meet fire management 
objectives. 
Do not improve helispots in the WSA. 
Bulldozers are not to be used in the Carson Iceberg WSA/scenic area, and riparian areas. 
Manage fires within Highway 89 corridor to minimize visual impacts.  Avoid dozer lines 
on steep slopes. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Como; NV-030-07 
 
FMU Type:  Cultural 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Williams Combleaf sites (ACEC), Churchill Narrows Buckwheat sites 
(ACEC), Como Historic Mining District, Wellington Historic Mining District, Pine Nut HMA, 
two power line corridors, sage grouse habitat, deer winter range, old growth pinyon stands 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect high value wildlife habitat (sage grouse, mountain quail, deer winter range). 
• Prevent wildfire impacts on Williams Combleaf and Churchill Narrows Buckwheat sites.  

Protect these sites from surface disturbance associated with suppression operations. 
• Protect old growth pinyon stands important to the Washoe and Yerington Paiute Tribes. 
• Maintain forage availability in the Pine Nut HMA. 
• Protect power lines and related facilities. 
• Protect areas where ESR projects have been recently completed. 
• Protect major watersheds and riparian areas in the Carson River, West Walker River, 

Churchill Canyon, Bull Canyon, and Mill Canyon. 
• Healthy vegetation communities characterized by a good distribution and proportion of 

successional stages such as would occur over time under a natural fire regime. 
 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Under high fire intensity levels aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of 
holding all unplanned ignitions to 100 acres or less, 90% of the time in all vegetation 
communities. 

• Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 
Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics. 
 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Avoid surface disturbing suppression actions in the Williams Combleaf and Churchill 
Narrows Buckwheat sites (ACECs). 

• Danger to firefighters due to hazardous material issues and open shafts in and around the 
following mining districts Como, Mt Siegel, Red Canyon, and Wellington. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Lyon Basin; NV-030-08 
 
FMU Type:  Vegetation 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Communities of Wellington and Mason, residential areas on the west 
side of Smith Valley, Wassuk HMA. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect the communities of Smith Valley, Wellington, Wabuska, and Mason from 
wildfire impacts. 

• Protect residential areas on the western perimeter of Smith Valley and Mason Valley 
from wildfire. 

• Maintain forage availability in Wassuk HMA. 
 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression will be initiated on all wildfires threatening 
developments on private property. 

• Aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of holding all unplanned 
ignitions to 25 acres or less, 90% of the time in areas dominated by cheatgrass or 
susceptible to post fire cheatgrass invasion. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics.  
• Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 

Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Avoid bulldozer lines in view of US Highway 95 Alternate, and Highways 208 and 338.  
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FMU Name & Number:  Lahontan Basin; NV-030-09 
 
FMU Type:  Vegetation 
 
Areas of Consideration:    Grimes Point Petroglyph Site, Pony Express route, sensitive species 
habitat (Sand Mountain Blue Butterfly), Horse Mountain and Lahontan HMAs, scenic highway 
corridors. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect post fire restoration areas. 
• Protect habitat for the Sand Mountain Blue Butterfly, Hardy’s aegialian scarab beetle, the 

Sand Mountain pygmy scarab beetle, the desert sunflower, sand cholla and a suite of 
other animals and plants are found in the dune systems at Sand Mountain. Sand 
Mountain. 

• Avoid unnecessary long-term visual impacts in the US Highways 50 and 95 corridors. 
• Maintain forage availability in Horse Mountain and Lahontan HMAs. 
• Protect the Grimes Point Petroglyph Site and surrounding Grimes Point Area. 
• Protect the Overland Stage Route and Pony Express Trail.    

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of holding all unplanned 
ignitions to 100 acres or less, 90% of the time in areas dominated by cheatgrass or 
susceptible to post fire cheatgrass invasion. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics.  
• Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 

Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• No fire suppression resources will operate on or within 1 mile of the three US Navy 
bombing ranges (B-16, 19, and 20) for safety reasons. 

• Sand Mountain Recreation Area; All equipment must travel only on existing roads.  No 
dozers allowed.  DO NOT drive off of the sand, or off existing roads.  Doing so will 
crush the buckwheat that sustains the Sand Mountain Blue Butterfly.  No ground vehicles 
and heavy equipment within 1 mile of the inside edge of vegetation around the dune 
itself, except on established roads.  Dozer lines outside this 1 mile line are acceptable.  
Aerial drops of water are acceptable. 

• Avoid bulldozer lines in view of US Highways 50 and 95.  
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FMU Name & Number:  Wassuk Range; NV-030-10 
 
FMU Type:  High Value Habitat 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Communities of Walker and Hawthorne, Wassuk HMA, Black 
Mountain pistone site, communication site on Corey Peak, Hawthorne Army Depot (adjacent), 
sage grouse habitat.  
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Prevent loss and catastrophic fire impacts on sage grouse habitat.   
• Restore pinyon pine and juniper woodland density and coverage to the approximate 

values found under natural fire return intervals. 
• Protect recreation opportunities and facilities in the Walker Lake SRMA. 
• Protect high Visual Resource Management designations. 
• Protect forage availability in the Wassuk HMA. 
• Protect the Black Mountain/Pistone Site. 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Under high fire intensity levels aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of 
holding all unplanned ignitions to 250 acres or less, 90% of the time in all vegetation 
communities. 

• Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 
Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics. 
 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Manage fires within Highway 95 corridor as to minimize visual impacts.  Avoid dozer 
lines on steep slopes. 

• Avoid the use of heavy equipment in the Black Mountain pistone site. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Churchill Ranges; NV-030-11 
 
FMU Type:  High Value Habitat 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Jobs Peak WSA, Stillwater Range WSA, Clan Alpine Mountains 
WSA, Desatoya Mountains WSA, North Stillwater HMA, South Stillwater HMA, Clan Alpine 
HMA, Desatoya HMA, Lahontan Cutthroat trout habitat in Big Den, Little Den, Edwards, and 
Willow Creeks, sage grouse habitat, desert bighorn sheep habitat.   
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Prevent catastrophic fire impacts on Threatened and Endangered species habitat 
(Lahontan Cutthroat trout). 

• Prevent net loss of sage grouse habitat. 
• Protect wilderness values in the WSAs.  
• Promote desired Bighorn habitat characteristics where appropriate. 
• Maintain forage availability in HMAs 
• Restore pinyon pine and juniper woodland density and coverage to the approximate 

values found under natural fire return intervals.  
 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Under high fire intensity levels aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of 
holding all unplanned ignitions to 250 acres or less, 90% of the time in all vegetation 
communities. 

• Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 
Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics. 
 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Wildfire management in WSA will be consistent with provisions in the CCFO Interim 
Fire Management Plan, Wilderness Study Areas (1997). 

• MIST will apply in WSAs, whereby the environmental impacts of emergency fire 
management methods will be no greater than necessary to meet fire management 
objectives. 

• Do not use bull dozers and other heavy equipment in WSAs. 
• Do not improve helispots in WSAs. 
• In order to protect Lahontan cutthroat trout habitat, suppression actions will not damage 

riparian vegetation or stream banks in Big Den, Little Den, Willow and Edwards Creek. 
• Avoid surface disturbance during fire suppression activities including use of heavy 

equipment in Byers, Cherry, War, Cow Canyon, Big Den, Little Den, Willow and 
Edwards Creeks, and on any water catchments. 

• Manage fires within Highway 50 corridor as to minimize visual impacts.   
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FMU Name & Number:  Churchill Basin; NV-030-12 
 
FMU Type:  Vegetation 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Communities of Middlegate, Eastgate and Cold Springs, isolated 
ranches in Edwards Creek Valley, US Navy facilities, communication site on Fairview Peak, 
Pony Express route, Cold Springs Historical Site. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect limited areas of development around Middlegate, Eastgate, and Cold springs. 
• Protect isolated ranches and private property in the Dixie and Edwards Creek Valleys. 
• Protect US Navy facilities. 
• Protect post fire restoration areas. 
• Protect the Pony Express Route and associated stations 
• Avoid unnecessary long-term visual impacts in the US Highways 50 corridor. 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression will be initiated on all wildfires threatening 
private property or US Navy facilities. 

• Aggressive initial attack will be initiated with the intent of holding all unplanned 
ignitions to 250 acres or less, 90% of the time in areas dominated by cheatgrass or 
susceptible to post fire cheatgrass invasion. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics.  
• Under low to moderate fire intensity levels respond to all fires in consultation with a 

Resource Advisor.  Evaluate the potential for the fire to achieve resource objectives and 
initiate an appropriate suppression response.  Desired fires will have irregular edges, 
unburned islands, and varied intensity levels. 

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• No fire suppression resources will operate on or within 1 mile of the US Navy bombing 
range B-17 for safety reasons. 

• Avoid bulldozer lines in view of US Highway 50.  
• Avoid ground disturbing activities and high intensity fire in and around the Pony Express 

Trail and associated stations. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Mineral Basin; NV-030-13 
 
FMU Type:  Vegetation 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Communities of Gabbs, Mina, Luning, Sodaville, Candelaria, 
Marietta, and Simon;  Pilot Mountain, Garfield Flat, Marietta, Montgomery Pass HMAs 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Protect private property and communities at risk. 
• Protect sensitive historic cultural resources at Marietta, Simon and Candelaria. 
• Protect sensitive paleontological resources in the Stewart Valley ACEC. 
• Maintain forage availability in four (Pilot Mountain, Garfield Flat, Marietta, Montgomery 

Pass) Wild Horse and Burro HMAs. 
• Protect Pony Express Trail and associated stations. 
• Protect Teels Marsh. 
• Protect Rhodes Salt Marsh. 
• Protect Sodaville -Tonopah stage route. 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Under all fire intensity levels respond to fires by air or ground and evaluate the potential 
for fires to threaten identified values at risk from fire and/or grows beyond 100 acres in 
size. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics. 
• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression will be initiated on all wildfires threatening 

developments on private property. 
• If it is determined fires likely to threaten values at risk from fire and/or grow beyond 100 

acres in size, initial attack is to be initiated. 
• If it is determined fires unlikely to threaten values at risk from fire and/or grow beyond 

100 acres in size, consult with a resource advisor and monitor by air or ground as often as 
conditions warrant until fire is declared out.  

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• No fire suppression resources will operate on or within 1 mile of the US Navy bombing 
range in Gabbs Valley for safety reasons. 

• No bulldozer or use of heavy equipment in the Stewart Valley ACEC. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Gabbs Valley Range; NV-030-14 
 
FMU Type:  High Value Habitat 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Hiko White River Springfish (Blue Link Spring), Gabbs Valley Range 
WSA, Pilot Mountain HMA. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Prevent fire suppression impacts on T & E habitat (Blue Link Spring). 
• Protect Wilderness values in the WSA (Gabbs Valley Range WSA). 
• Maintain forage availability in the Pilot Mountain HMA. 
• Restore pinyon pine and juniper woodland density and coverage to the approximate 

values found under natural fire return intervals. 
 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Under all fire intensity levels respond to fires by air or ground and evaluate the potential 
for fires to threaten identified values at risk from fire and/or grows beyond 250 acres in 
size. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics. 
• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression will be initiated on all wildfires threatening 

developments on private property or historic structures. 
• If it is determined fires likely to threaten values at risk from fire and/or grow beyond 250 

acres in size, initial attack is to be initiated. 
• If it is determined fires unlikely to threaten values at risk from fire and/or grow beyond 

250 acres in size, consult with a resource advisor and monitor by air or ground as often as 
conditions warrant until fire is declared out.  

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Blue Link Spring on the southeast flank of Pilot Peak contains federally endangered Hiko 
White River Springfish: NO aerial retardant, PLUS a 300 foot + wide unburned buffer 
strip on all sides.  

• Wildfire management in WSA will be consistent with provisions in the CCFO Interim 
Fire Management Plan, Wilderness Study Areas (1997). 

• MIST will apply in WSAs, whereby the environmental impacts of emergency fire 
management methods will be no greater than necessary to meet fire management 
objectives. 

• Do not use bull dozers and other heavy equipment in WSAs. 
• Do not improve helispots in WSAs. 
• Manage fires within Highway 95 corridor as to minimize visual impacts.  Avoid dozer 

lines on steep slopes. 
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FMU Name & Number:  Excelsior Mountains; NV-030-15 
 
FMU Type:  High Value Habitat 
 
Areas of Consideration:  Garfield Flat HMA, Marietta National Wild Burro Range, Camp 
Douglas, mountain quail habitat. 
 
FMU Wildland Fire Suppression Objectives, Strategies & Constraints 
 
Fire Suppression Objectives: 

• Prevent catastrophic fire impacts on sensitive species habitat (mountain quail). 
• Restore pinyon pine and juniper woodland density and coverage to the approximate 

values found under natural fire return intervals. 
• Maintain forage availability in the Garfield Flat and Marietta HMAs. 
• Protect sensitive cultural resource sites at Camp Douglas. 

 
Fire Suppression Strategies: 

• Under all fire intensity levels respond to fires by air or ground and evaluate the potential 
for fires to threaten identified values at risk from fire and/or grows beyond 250 acres in 
size. 

• Where possible allow fire to play its natural role in vegetation community dynamics. 
• Aggressive initial attack and full suppression will be initiated on all wildfires threatening 

developments on private property. 
• If it is determined fires likely to threaten values at risk from fire and/or grow beyond 250 

acres in size, initial attack is to be initiated. 
• If it is determined fires unlikely to threaten values at risk from fire and/or grow beyond 

250 acres in size, consult with a resource advisor and monitor by air or ground as often as 
conditions warrant until fire is declared out.  

 
Fire Suppression Constraints: 

• Manage fires within Highway 95 corridor as to minimize visual impacts.  Practice 
modified suppression along the US 95 highway corridor.   
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