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APPENDIX C 

Table C-1 
Wildlife Species Observed During 2000 and 2005 Baseline Surveys 

 

Common Name/Scientific Name 

Within 
Project 

Area 

Outside 
Project 

Area Comments 
BIRD SPECIES 
Turkey vulture 
Cathartes aura 

x  Overflying the area, 2005. 

Golden eagle 
Aquila chrysaetos 

x x Individuals and a nest on cliffs observed just outside of 
the study area in March 2000. Two adults over Copper 
Canyon in May 2005. 

Red-tailed hawk 
Buteo jamaicensis 

x  Multiple sightings over Copper Canyon in May 2005. 

American kestrel 
Falco sparverius 

x  March and June 2000 surveys. 

Sharp-shinned hawk  
Accipiter striatus 

x  March 2000 surveys. 

Common nighthawk  
Chordeiles minor 

x  2000 surveys. 

Chukar 
Alectoris chukar 

x  2005 surveys. 

Mourning dove 
Zenaida macroura 

x  Observed at several locations usually near water 
sources, 2000 and 2005. 

Common poorwill 
Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 

x  Observed during 2000 surveys. Heard calling in Copper 
Canyon in May and June 2005.   

Northern pygmy owl 
Glaucidium gnoma 

x  Possible calls heard in northern Toiyabe Range, May 
2005. 

Burrowing owl  
Athene cunicularia 

x x Northwest Crescent Valley 2000. Active nest along 
roadside east of Toiyabe Range, May and June 2005. 

Long-eared owl  
Asio otis 

x  March 2000 surveys. 

Short-eared owl  
Asio flammeus 

x  March 2000 surveys. 

Greater sage-grouse  
Centrocercus urophasianus 

 x Complex in Grass Valley, southeastern foothills of the 
Cortez Mountains between Horse Canyon and Willow 
Creek.  Two leks known to exist east of the study area 
in Horse Canyon 2000. 

Northern (red-shafted) flicker   
Colaptes auratus 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area, 2000 
and 2005. 

Hairy woodpecker  
Picoides villosus 

x  Male in piñon-juniper forest on east side of northern 
Toiyabe Range, 2005. 

Gray flycatcher  
Empidonax wrightii 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area during 
2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Juniper titmouse  
Baeolophus ridgway 

x  2000 surveys. 

Horned lark  
Eremophila alpestris 

x  2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Pinyon jay  
Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area during 
2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Scrub jay 
Aphelocoma coerulescens 

x  Documented in riparian areas during 2000 surveys. In 
piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area 2005.  
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Table C-1 (Continued) 
 

Common Name/Scientific Name 

Within 
Project 

Area 

Outside 
Project 

Area Comments 
Clark’s nutcracker  
Nucifraga columbiana 

x  In higher parts of the study area, 2005. 

Black-billed magpie 
Pica pica 

x  Probable family group in lower Copper Canyon, 2005. 

Common raven  
Corvus corax 

x  Multiple observations during the 2000 surveys. 
Throughout area, at least 2 nests found on outcrops in 
northern Toiyabe Range, 2005.  

Bushtit  
Psaltriparus minimus 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area 2000 
and 2005. 

Rock wren  
Salpinctes obsoletus 

x  2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Blue-gray gnatcatcher  
Polioptila caerulea 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area during 
2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Sage thrasher  
Oreoscoptes montanus 

x  2005 surveys. 

American robin  
Turdus migratorius 

x  In piñon-juniper habitats and riparian areas during 2000 
and 2005 surveys. 

Plumbeous vireo  
Vireo plumbeus 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area, 2005.

Black-throated gray warbler  
Dendroica nigrescens 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area during 
2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Yellow warbler  
Dendroica petechia 

x  2000 surveys. 

Broad-tailed hummingbirds 
Selasphorus platycercus 

x  2000 surveys. 

Black-headed grosbeak  
Pheucticus ludovicianus 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area, 2005.

Lazuli bunting  
Passerina amoena 

x  Common in riparian habitats, 2005. 

Spotted towhee  
Pipilo maculatus 

x  Recorded in riparian and brushy habitats in 2000 and 
2005. 

Western tanager  
Piranga lodoviciana 

x  2005 surveys. 

Lark sparrow  
Chondestes grammacus 

x  Open areas and ridges during 2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Brewer’s blackbird  
Euphagus cyanocephalus 

x  2000 surveys. 

Black-throated sparrow  
Amphispiza bilineata 

x  Observed in 2000 surveys. In Crescent Valley, just west 
of northern Toiyabe Range, 2005.   

Chipping sparrow  
Spizella passerina 

x  In piñon-junipers in higher parts of the study area during 
2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Brewer’s sparrow  
Spizella breweri 

x  2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Western meadowlark  
Sturnella neglecta 

x  2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Mountain chickadees  
Poecile gambeli 

x  2000 surveys. 
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Table C-1 (Continued) 
 

Common Name/Scientific Name 

Within 
Project 

Area 

Outside 
Project 

Area Comments 
Ruby-crowned kinglet 
Regulus calendula 

x  2000 surveys. 

Mountain bluebird 
Sialia currucoides 

x  2000 surveys. 

Pine siskin  
Carduelis pinus 

x  Copper Canyon, 2005. 

Western tanager 
Piranga ludoviciana 

x  2000 surveys. 

Cassin’s finch  
Carpodacus cassinii 

x  Piñon-juniper forest higher in northern Toiyabe Range, 
June 2005.  In piñon-juniper habitats above Cortez 
Canyon during 2000 surveys. 

House finch  
Carpodacus mexicanus 

x  2005 surveys. 

MAMMALS 
Townsend’s big-eared bat 
Corynorhinus townsendii 

x x Adit in central Copper Canyon using an AnaBat bat 
detector, May 2005. 

Little brown myotis  
Myotis lucifugus 

x x Adit and pond in central Copper Canyon using an 
AnaBat bat detector, May 2005. 

Long-eared myotis 
Myotis evotis 

x x Pond in central Copper Canyon using an AnaBat bat 
detector, May 2005. 

Big brown bat  
Eptesicus fuscus 

x  Adit and pond in central Copper Canyon using an 
AnaBat bat detector, May 2005. 

Pallid bat  
Antrozous pallidus 

 x Mist netting surveys east of the project area in mine 
workings in September 2004. 

Western pipistrelle  
Pipestrelles hesperus 

 x AnaBat bat detectors east of the project area in mine 
workings in September 2004. 

California myotis  
Myotis californicus 

 x AnaBat bat detectors east of the project area in mine 
workings in September 2004. 

Hoary bat  
Lasiurus cinereus 

 x AnaBat bat detectors east of the project area in mine 
workings in September 2004. 

Coyote  
Canis latrans 

x  Documented during the 2000 surveys. Tracks in area, 
heard howling east of northern Toiyabe Range 2005. 

Grey or kit fox  
Vulpes macrotis or Urocyon 
cinereoargenteus 

x  Tracks found during the 2000 surveys. 

Mule deer  
Odocoileus hemionus 

x  Multiple observations throughout the study area 2000 
and 2005. 

Antelope  
Antilocapra americana 

 x One in Crescent Valley approximately 2 miles 
northwest of survey area, 2005.  Multiple sightings near 
the study area in 2000. 

Packrat 
Neotoma sp. 

x  Near Cortez townsite in 2000. In northern Toiyabe 
Range, 2005.   

Least chipmunk  
Tamias minimus 

x  Documented during the 2000 surveys. In piñon-juniper 
habitats in northern Toiyabe Range, May and June 
2005.   

Townsend’s ground squirrel 
Spermophilus townsendii 

x  2005 surveys. 
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Table C-1 (Continued) 
 
Richardson’s ground squirrel 
Ammospermophilus richarsonii 

x  In northern Toiyabe Range, 2005. 

Black-tailed jackrabbit  
Lepus californicus 

x  2005 surveys. 

Mountain cottontail  
Sylvilagus nuttali 

x  In northern Toiyabe Range, 2000 and 2005. 

Wild/feral horse  
Equus caballus 

x  Groups of 5 and 8 horses observed in northern Toiyabe 
Range, and tracks throughout the northern part of the 
range, 2005. 

REPTILES 
Western fence lizard  
Sceloporus occidentalis 

x  2000 and 2005 surveys. 

Western whiptails  
Cnemidophorus tigris 

x  2000 survey. 

Collard lizard 
Crotaphytus collaris 

x  2000 survey. 

Collard lizard  
Crotaphytus collarisi 

x  One individual in piñon-juniper forest in upper Copper 
Canyon, 2005. 

Gopher Snake  
Pituophis melanoleucus. 

x  One individual in higher northern Toiyabe Range, 2005. 

INVERTEBRATES 
Springsnails  
Pyrgulopsis spp. 

 x Northeast of the project boundary in Fourmile Canyon, 
2000. 

 
Sources:  BLM 2000a, 2002f, 2004e; JBR 2000b, 2004, 2005c; NNHP 2005; USFWS 2002, 2006. 
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