








SC9.  Mountain mahogany seeds – Why are the seeds of 
mountain mahogany shaped as they are? 

In the fall, mountain mahogany puts out seed that 
look like small curly, white pieces of yarn.  Mother 
Nature designed the seeds to spiral into the ground.  
Notice the small toothed edges of the leaves. 

Mountain mahogany 





SC11.  Bird nesting places high in the cliffs – Which birds 
use the nesting places high in the cliffs? 

At the top of the cliffs are half moon cutouts formed by 
wind and water.  Birds use these protected places for 
nesting. See if you can see the swifts, which fly in bursts 
and then sail on the wind. Swallows, kestrels, hawks,  
ravens, and even eagles use these as nesting places too. 

Red-tail Hawk
	



SC12. Box Elder – Have you seen any other Box Elders 
in the canyon? 

The Box Elder is a tree related to the maple family. This 
is the only spot in the canyon where you can find one of 
these trees. This tree is not an evergreen so it does loses its 
leaves in the fall. 

Box elder 



Apache Plume

Can You Find These Animals and 
Plants Along the Trail?
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Apache Plume
TTurky VultureTurky Vulture House Finch Shrub Live Oak 
Red-tailed Hawk Hepatic Tanager (red) Apache PlumeApache Plume 
White-throated Swifftft Chipping Sparrow Manzanita 
Hairy Woodpecker Mule Deer Chamisa 
Gray Flycatcher Squirrle Cholla 
Western Scrub-Jay Coyote Banana Yucca 
Common Raven Turkey(in higher altitudes) Evening Primrose 
Violet-green SwViolet-green S allow Elk Prickly Pear 
Canyon Wren Rabbit Perky Sue 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Chipmonks (sunflower family) 
Wilson't Warbler Golden Eagle (rare siting) Indian Paintbrush 
(bright yellow) Pale Trumpets 


