Standards of Public Land Health
Evaluation of #64002 15 Mile Draw Allotment
[ 08/15/2008 ]
The Roswell Field Office conducted Rangeland Health Assessments (RHA) at four study sites within 15 Mile Draw, allotment #64002. These assessments evaluated soil/site stability, hydrologic function and biotic integrity indicators within each study site vicinity. Existing monitoring data was incorporated into and in support of this field assessment. A summary of each assessment is attached and shown in the following table. 
	Study Area or Assessment Area
	UPLAND 
	BIOTIC 
	RIPARIAN 

	
	Meets 
	Monitor an Indicator 
	Does Not Meet 
	Meets 
	Monitor an Indicator 
	Does Not Meet 
	Meets 
	Monitor an Indicator 
	Does Not Meet 

	64002-15 MI PASTURE-E128 
	X 
	
	
	X 
	
	
	N/A 
	
	

	64002-COWBOY #1-E126 
	X 
	
	
	X 
	
	
	N/A 
	
	

	64002-COWBOY #2-E127 
	X 
	
	
	X 
	
	
	N/A 
	
	

	64002-EAST-E129 
	X 
	
	
	X 
	
	
	N/A 
	
	


Twenty-two (22) indicators for Rangeland Health were evaluated for public land on 15 Mile Draw, allotment #64002. Ten of these assessed soil site stability, 11 hydrologic function and 13 biotic integrity. These qualitative assessments in conjunction with ecological site descriptions and quantitative information gathered from previous data collected on 4 trend plot locations within this allotment were utilized to make rangeland health determinations. Quantitative evaluations are performed by the Roswell Field Office, which include some or all of the following: ground and vegetative cover and composition, production, frequency and ecological condition. These collections which were initiated in the late 1970's/early 1980's are scheduled and conducted approximately every 5 years. 
15 Mile Draw is located approximately 25 miles north of Roswell just west of Mesa rest stop, in the Salt Creek 100K.   Both Cistern and Threadgill Canyons run through here and15 Mile Draw divides this allotment. A major gas pipeline traverses across this allotment northwesterly. Current permitted use is 588 animal units (AU's) yearlong @ 52% public land for this Section 3 permit. Cattle and horses are the class of livestock authorized for a total of 3,669 animal unit months (AUM's). Each study site corresponds to a pasture on this allotment. Cowboy #2 and East Pasture are CP-3 loamy ecological sites. Cowboy #1 and 15 Mile sites are CP-3 shallow and limestone hills ecological sites respectively. 
The majority of indicators assessed were within normal range of variability with little or no deviation from expected parameters. This year particularly after monsoons have passed, growth and seed head formation of perennial grass is phenomenal. Palatability of forage is high as most plants contain large amounts of new growth and are highly nutritious. Forbs in form of buckwheat (Eriogonum spp.), leatherleaf croton (Croton pottsii), silverleaf nightshade (Solanum elaegnifolium), globemallow (Sphaeralcea spp.) and desert holly (Perezia nana) are just some plants observed in abundance and contribute to rangeland diversity. 
Pronghorn (Antilocapra americana) are utilizing forbs and palatable forage in preparation for the upcoming rut in September, especially in draws and bottomlands for East and Cowboy #2 sites. Burrograss (Scleropogon brevifolius) and tobosa (Pleuraphis mutica) dominate these loamy areas along with New Mexico feathergrass (Stipa neomexicana), blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis), sand dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus) and vine mesquite (Panicum obtusum), to name a few. Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) populations are satisfactory as drainages, escarpments and draws provide an excellent haven for these ungulates. Lagomorph, upland bird and rodent activity are high suggesting a diverse landscape and more than adequate habitat conditions. 
15 Mile and Cowboy #1 are more shallow soil complexes with higher gravel cover and  represented by half shrubs, zinnia (Zinnia spp.) and dogweed (Dyssodia spp.), along with grass species wolftail (Lycurus phleoides), threeawn (Aristida purpurea) and hairy grama (Bouteloua hirsuta). These rocky and gravelly complexes lend themselves to high infiltration rates due to water adhesion to these surfaces. Although livestock trailing is evident throughout, erosion effects are minimal. 
It is the professional opinion of Assessment Team, public land within allotment #64002, 15 Mile Draw meets Upland and Biotic Standards. There are no Riparian issues present therefore this standard was not addressed. See site notes, comments and recommendations for further information regarding this assessment. 
Recommendations: Recommend current rotation of  livestock continue for this allotment. Although historically this alloment was authorized for sheep, no concerns exist pertaining to cholla (Opuntia imbricata) or other brush species infestations in the draws and bottomlands. No brush concerns exist for this ranch. 
Watering points are well-spaced and are adequate for even livestock distribution. Oil and gas activity is high here but does not appear to be compromising rangeland health. 
Current monitoring schedule should continue for this allotment. This area is very popular for hunters.  Deer, pronghorn, upland birds along with Barbary sheep (Ammotragus lervia) are just some of the species that are hunted heavily here. Hunting patrols could be utilized ensuring this area is not compromised by excessive hunter-made two-tracks or other illegal activities. 


	RFOs Upland and Biotic Standard Assessment Summary Worksheet

	SITE 64002-15 MI PASTURE-E128

	Legal Land Desc 
	NENE 19 0040S 0210E Meridian 23 
	Acreage 
	2,303ac (932 ha) 

	Ecosite 
	070CY102NM SHALLOW LIMESTONE 
	Photo Taken 
	Y 

	Watershed 
	13060005040 FIFTEEN MILE 
	
	

	Observers 
	NAVARRO/POST 
	Observation Date 
	08/25/2008 

	County Soil Survey 
	NM644 CHAVES NORTH 
	Soil Var/Taxad 
	

	Soil Map Unit 
	DDC 
	Soil Taxon Name 
	DEAMA 

	Texture Class 
	NM644 GR-L 
	Soil Phase 
	DEAMA-DARVEY-ROC 

	Texture Modifier 
	NM644 GRAVELLY LOAM 
	
	

	Observed Avg Annual Precipitation
	
	Observed Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	

	NOAA Annual Precipitation
	7.98 
	NOAA Growing Season Precipitation
	6.68 

	NOAA Avg Annual Precipitation
	7.08 
	NOAA Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	5.68 

	Disturbances and Animal Use: 
	Oil and gas and radio tower road has some influences. 



	Part 2. Attributes and Indicators

	
	
	Departure from Ecological Site Description/Ecological Reference Areas 

	Attribute
	Indicators
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S H 
	Rills 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Water Flow Patterns 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Pedestals and/or Terracettes 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Bare Ground 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	30% is the current estimate 

	S H 
	Gullies 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	S 
	Wind-scoured, Blowouts, and/or Deposition Areas 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	H 
	Litter Movement 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Resistance to Erosion 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Loss or Degradation 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	H 
	Plant Community Composition and Distribution Relative to Infiltration and Runoff 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Compaction Layer 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Functional/Structural Groups 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Plant Mortality/Decadence 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	H B 
	Litter Amount 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	10% is the current estimate 

	B 
	Annual Production 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	1000 lbs/ac or kg/ha is the current estimate 

	B 
	Invasive Plants 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Reproductive Capability of Perennial Plants 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S 
	Physical/Chemical/Biological Crusts 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Wildlife Habitat 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	pronghorn and mule deer 

	B 
	Wildlife Populations 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Special Status Species Habitat 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	B 
	Special Status Species Populations 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Part 3. Summary

	A. Indicator Summary - Each of the indicators are associated with one or more of the attributes below. An indicator is placed in a category (columns) above and summed for each of the Standard Attributes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Standard Attribute
	
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	S 
	Soil 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	6 
	4 

	H 
	Hydrologic 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	8 
	3 

	B 
	Biotic 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	8 
	5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Attribute Summary. In this table, the Extreme and Extreme to Moderate columns in the table above are merged for the Does not Meet column, Moderate becomes May Need More Info, and Slight to Moderate and None to Slight merge to form the Meets columns. Values from the table are summarized below. Space is provided for rationale of the determination. This space should most certainly be used when the determination by the ID team conflicts with the summarized values. Provide the sources of information that lead to the determination. X out the appropriate box for each attribute to denote final agreed upon determination by the ID team.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attribute
	Rationale 
	Does Not Meet
	May Need More Info 
	Meets 

	Soil 
	
	0 
	0 
	10 

	Hydrologic 
	
	0 
	0 
	11 

	Biotic 
	
	0 
	0 
	13 

	Site Notes: This site is very shallow all the way up the radio tower two-track. A pipeline and a fenceline are both influencing this site but not as much as newly disturbed areas. A 4-wheel drive is definitely needed to access this site. Pronghorn are abundant and mule deer are also observed. Most of oil and gas activity has vegetated over and reclaimed. 








	RFOs Upland and Biotic Standard Assessment Summary Worksheet

	SITE 64002-COWBOY #1-E126

	Legal Land Desc 
	SESE 12 0040S 0200E Meridian 23 
	Acreage 
	2,855 ac (1,156 ha) 

	Ecosite 
	070CY113NM SHALLOW CP-3 
	Photo Taken 
	Y 

	Watershed 
	13060005040 FIFTEEN MILE 
	
	

	Observers 
	NAVARRO/POST 
	Observation Date 
	08/25/2008 

	County Soil Survey 
	NM644 CHAVES NORTH 
	Soil Var/Taxad 
	

	Soil Map Unit 
	DDC 
	Soil Taxon Name 
	DEAMA 

	Texture Class 
	NM644 GR-L 
	Soil Phase 
	DEAMA-DARVEY-ROC 

	Texture Modifier 
	NM644 GRAVELLY LOAM 
	
	

	Observed Avg Annual Precipitation
	
	Observed Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	

	NOAA Annual Precipitation
	7.98 
	NOAA Growing Season Precipitation
	6.68 

	NOAA Avg Annual Precipitation
	7.08 
	NOAA Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	5.68 

	Disturbances and Animal Use: 
	A major gas pipeline traverses this site. No livestock were observed but mule deer and pronghorn are in this area. This opening in the ranch two-track provides access to and from north and south ends of this pasture. 



	Part 2. Attributes and Indicators

	
	
	Departure from Ecological Site Description/Ecological Reference Areas 

	Attribute
	Indicators
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S H 
	Rills 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Water Flow Patterns 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Pedestals and/or Terracettes 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Bare Ground 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	20% is the current estimate 

	S H 
	Gullies 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	associated with gas road 

	S 
	Wind-scoured, Blowouts, and/or Deposition Areas 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	H 
	Litter Movement 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Resistance to Erosion 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Loss or Degradation 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	H 
	Plant Community Composition and Distribution Relative to Infiltration and Runoff 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Compaction Layer 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Functional/Structural Groups 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Plant Mortality/Decadence 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	H B 
	Litter Amount 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	5% is the current estimate 

	B 
	Annual Production 
	
	
	X 
	
	

	Comments: 
	700 lbs/ac or kg/ha is the current estimate 

	B 
	Invasive Plants 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	some cholla 

	B 
	Reproductive Capability of Perennial Plants 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S 
	Physical/Chemical/Biological Crusts 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	strong physical and weak bio 

	B 
	Wildlife Habitat 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	good for deer and fair for pronghorn 

	B 
	Wildlife Populations 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Special Status Species Habitat 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	B 
	Special Status Species Populations 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Part 3. Summary

	A. Indicator Summary - Each of the indicators are associated with one or more of the attributes below. An indicator is placed in a category (columns) above and summed for each of the Standard Attributes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Standard Attribute
	
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	S 
	Soil 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	8 
	2 

	H 
	Hydrologic 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	9 
	2 

	B 
	Biotic 
	0 
	0 
	1 
	8 
	4 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Attribute Summary. In this table, the Extreme and Extreme to Moderate columns in the table above are merged for the Does not Meet column, Moderate becomes May Need More Info, and Slight to Moderate and None to Slight merge to form the Meets columns. Values from the table are summarized below. Space is provided for rationale of the determination. This space should most certainly be used when the determination by the ID team conflicts with the summarized values. Provide the sources of information that lead to the determination. X out the appropriate box for each attribute to denote final agreed upon determination by the ID team.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attribute
	Rationale 
	Does Not Meet
	May Need More Info 
	Meets 

	Soil 
	
	0 
	0 
	10 

	Hydrologic 
	
	0 
	0 
	11 

	Biotic 
	
	0 
	1 
	12 

	Site Notes: A very major gas pipeline traverses this pasture. The site is located right off this road. Deer and pronghorn were observed at evaluation. This site was accessed from the north although a south two-track with a 4-wheel drive could also access it. there are large boulders where the pipeline was installed. The typical shallow and gravelly mixture of forbs, shrubs and grasses make up most of the plant community. Considering all this disturbance, the production is high and range condition is very good. A 60-75% range condition can be scored here. 




	RFOs Upland and Biotic Standard Assessment Summary Worksheet

	SITE 64002-COWBOY #2-E127

	Legal Land Desc 
	SWNE 35 0040S 0200E Meridian 23 
	Acreage 
	2,855 ac (1,156 ha) 

	Ecosite 
	070CY109NM LOAMY CP-3 
	Photo Taken 
	Y 

	Watershed 
	13060005040 FIFTEEN MILE 
	
	

	Observers 
	NAVARRO/POST 
	Observation Date 
	08/25/2008 

	County Soil Survey 
	NM644 CHAVES NORTH 
	Soil Var/Taxad 
	

	Soil Map Unit 
	TAB 
	Soil Taxon Name 
	THREADGILL 

	Texture Class 
	NM644 SIL 
	Soil Phase 
	THREADGILL-ASPARAS 

	Texture Modifier 
	NM644 SILT LOAM 
	
	

	Observed Avg Annual Precipitation
	
	Observed Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	

	NOAA Annual Precipitation
	7.98 
	NOAA Growing Season Precipitation
	6.68 

	NOAA Avg Annual Precipitation
	7.08 
	NOAA Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	5.68 

	Disturbances and Animal Use: 
	Conservative use by livestock. Deer and pronghorn were observed also. Although next to Stargrass road, this site is in very good condition with high productivity. 



	Part 2. Attributes and Indicators

	
	
	Departure from Ecological Site Description/Ecological Reference Areas 

	Attribute
	Indicators
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S H 
	Rills 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Water Flow Patterns 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Pedestals and/or Terracettes 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Bare Ground 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	30% is the current estimate. 

	S H 
	Gullies 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	S 
	Wind-scoured, Blowouts, and/or Deposition Areas 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	H 
	Litter Movement 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Resistance to Erosion 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Loss or Degradation 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	H 
	Plant Community Composition and Distribution Relative to Infiltration and Runoff 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Compaction Layer 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Functional/Structural Groups 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Plant Mortality/Decadence 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	H B 
	Litter Amount 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	10% is the current estimate. 

	B 
	Annual Production 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	1200 lbs/ac or kg/ha is the current estimate 

	B 
	Invasive Plants 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Reproductive Capability of Perennial Plants 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S 
	Physical/Chemical/Biological Crusts 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Wildlife Habitat 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	good for deer and pronghorn 

	B 
	Wildlife Populations 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Special Status Species Habitat 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	B 
	Special Status Species Populations 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Part 3. Summary

	A. Indicator Summary - Each of the indicators are associated with one or more of the attributes below. An indicator is placed in a category (columns) above and summed for each of the Standard Attributes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Standard Attribute
	
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	S 
	Soil 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	6 
	4 

	H 
	Hydrologic 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	8 
	3 

	B 
	Biotic 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	7 
	6 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Attribute Summary. In this table, the Extreme and Extreme to Moderate columns in the table above are merged for the Does not Meet column, Moderate becomes May Need More Info, and Slight to Moderate and None to Slight merge to form the Meets columns. Values from the table are summarized below. Space is provided for rationale of the determination. This space should most certainly be used when the determination by the ID team conflicts with the summarized values. Provide the sources of information that lead to the determination. X out the appropriate box for each attribute to denote final agreed upon determination by the ID team.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attribute
	Rationale 
	Does Not Meet
	May Need More Info 
	Meets 

	Soil 
	
	0 
	0 
	10 

	Hydrologic 
	
	0 
	0 
	11 

	Biotic 
	
	0 
	0 
	13 

	Site Notes: This site is the most productive of all on this allotment. This loamy draw holds water and is loaded with perennial grasses of all types. Conservative use by livestock is evident and ground cover is high. Pronghorn use this draw for forage and water use. Although there are watering facilities nearby, distribution for both wildlife and livestock is more than adequate. 






	RFOs Upland and Biotic Standard Assessment Summary Worksheet

	SITE 64002-EAST-E129

	Legal Land Desc 
	NWSE 21 0040S 0210E Meridian 23 
	Acreage 
	3,456 ac (1,399 ha) 

	Ecosite 
	070CY109NM LOAMY CP-3 
	Photo Taken 
	Y 

	Watershed 
	13060005040 FIFTEEN MILE 
	
	

	Observers 
	NAVARRO/POST 
	Observation Date 
	08/25/2008 

	County Soil Survey 
	NM644 CHAVES NORTH 
	Soil Var/Taxad 
	

	Soil Map Unit 
	DaA 
	Soil Taxon Name 
	DARVEY 

	Texture Class 
	NM644 L 
	Soil Phase 
	DARVEY 

	Texture Modifier 
	NM644 LOAM 
	
	

	Observed Avg Annual Precipitation
	
	Observed Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	

	NOAA Annual Precipitation
	7.98 
	NOAA Growing Season Precipitation
	6.68 

	NOAA Avg Annual Precipitation
	7.08 
	NOAA Avg Growing Season Precipitation
	5.68 

	Disturbances and Animal Use: 
	No livestock were observed. Roads and oil and gas traffic was observed as well. 



	Part 2. Attributes and Indicators

	
	
	Departure from Ecological Site Description/Ecological Reference Areas 

	Attribute
	Indicators
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S H 
	Rills 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Water Flow Patterns 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Pedestals and/or Terracettes 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H 
	Bare Ground 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	20% is the current estimate 

	S H 
	Gullies 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S 
	Wind-scoured, Blowouts, and/or Deposition Areas 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	H 
	Litter Movement 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Resistance to Erosion 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Soil Surface Loss or Degradation 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	some gravel and cobble at the surface 

	H 
	Plant Community Composition and Distribution Relative to Infiltration and Runoff 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	S H B 
	Compaction Layer 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Functional/Structural Groups 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	only minor deviation exists here 

	B 
	Plant Mortality/Decadence 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	H B 
	Litter Amount 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	10% is the current estimate 

	B 
	Annual Production 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	900 lbs/ac or kg/ha is the current estimate 

	B 
	Invasive Plants 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Reproductive Capability of Perennial Plants 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	only minor limitations exist 

	S 
	Physical/Chemical/Biological Crusts 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	good physical and biological crusts 

	B 
	Wildlife Habitat 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	excellent for pronghorn and fair for deer 

	B 
	Wildlife Populations 
	
	
	
	X 
	

	Comments: 
	

	B 
	Special Status Species Habitat 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	B 
	Special Status Species Populations 
	
	
	
	
	X 

	Comments: 
	N/A 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Part 3. Summary

	A. Indicator Summary - Each of the indicators are associated with one or more of the attributes below. An indicator is placed in a category (columns) above and summed for each of the Standard Attributes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Standard Attribute
	
	Extreme 
	Moderate to Extreme
	Moderate 
	Slight to Moderate
	None to Slight 

	S 
	Soil 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	7 
	3 

	H 
	Hydrologic 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	9 
	2 

	B 
	Biotic 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	8 
	5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Attribute Summary. In this table, the Extreme and Extreme to Moderate columns in the table above are merged for the Does not Meet column, Moderate becomes May Need More Info, and Slight to Moderate and None to Slight merge to form the Meets columns. Values from the table are summarized below. Space is provided for rationale of the determination. This space should most certainly be used when the determination by the ID team conflicts with the summarized values. Provide the sources of information that lead to the determination. X out the appropriate box for each attribute to denote final agreed upon determination by the ID team.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attribute
	Rationale 
	Does Not Meet
	May Need More Info 
	Meets 

	Soil 
	
	0 
	0 
	10 

	Hydrologic 
	
	0 
	0 
	11 

	Biotic 
	
	0 
	0 
	13 

	Site Notes: This site is located just off Stargrass road. Road maintenance has caused some boulders to uplift here, but the actual location is not compromised. An electric fence is temporarily out of commission, but is only off for the rancher's rotation at this time. Winter use is what the allotee is rotating out for this pasture. 






Determination of Public Land (Rangeland) Health for #64002 15 Mile Draw
The Record of Decision (ROD) for the New Mexico Standards for Public Land Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management (dated January 2001) adopted three Standards for Public Land Health. These are (1) Upland Sites Standard, (2) Biotic Communities, Including Native, Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species Standard and (3) Riparian Sites Standard. 
The ROD also established a process for the BLM Field Offices for implementation. Through a public participation process, the Roswell Field Office developed and adopted indicators to use in conjunction with existing monitoring data to assess these standards. 
Field assessment worksheets and other available data that evaluate the local indicators were completed for this allotment. Based on these assessments, it is my determination that public land within 15 Mile Draw, allotment #64002, meets the (1) Upland Sites standard and (2) Biotic Communities, including Native, Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species standard. There are no public land Riparian areas on this allotment, therefore this standard was not addressed. 


	/s/___Brad Pendley____________ 
	___May 7, 2009_____________________

	Assistant Field Manager
	Date 





