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Watershed   X X SWA Spec/Hydrologist 
/s/ Michael McGee 

10/02/08 
Water Quality - Surface   X X 

Water Quality - Ground   X X 
Geologist 

 /s/ John  S. Simitz 
9/29/08 

Cultural   X X 
Archaeologist 

/s/Rebecca Lea Hill  
15Sep2008 

Rights-of-Way  X   
Realty Specialist 

/s/ Scott Sanderford 
9/23/08 

Invasive, Non-native Species   X X 
Range Mgmt. Spec. 

/s/ Joseph M. Navarro 
9/24/08 

Threatened or Endangered Species X    Biologist 

/s/ D Baggao 
10/2/08 

Special Status Species X    

Wastes, Hazardous or Solid X    EPS/NRS 
/s/ Brian Novosak 

9/18/08 
Public Health and Safety  X   
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A.     Proposed Action Lease/Serial/Case File No.: NM-112249 & 112250 

 

Parallel Petroleum Corporation is proposing to drill multiple gas wells in Township 15 South, 

Range 25 East on both private and federal land accessing state, private, and federally-owned 

mineral resources.  There will be no need to construct access roads. 

Table 1.  Wells Proposed by Parallel Petroleum Corp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.  Summary of Proposed Action (Surface Disturbance) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the proponentôs proposal is of a smaller scale of surface disturbance, the 

Interdisciplinary Review Team will analyze impacts for a larger scale.  This process ensures that 

modifications to the proposed actions that would increase surface disturbance beyond the 

original proposal submitted via Sundry Notice have been adequately analyzed.  Often, 

proponents modify their original proposal and change the dimensions of the well pad after 

approval of the APD.  This is because the scheduling of drilling rigs often dictates the rig that 



will be used and different drilling rigs require differing dimensions of well pads.  Also, 

proponents may submit applications for rights-of-way for overhead or buried power lines as well 

as surface and subsurface pipelines and waterlines.  Well pads will be analyzed as 600ô x 600ô 

based on archaeological clearances.  All access roads will be analyzed as 50ô wide in an effort to 

accommodate potential utility infrastructure and create utility corridors that restrict surface 

disturbance near access roads. 

 

Applicant:   

Parallel Petroleum Corporation 

1004 North Big Spring, Suite 400 

Midland, Texas 79701 

 

Surface Owners:  

Mr. George Denton 

Ms. Mary Jane Spence Ward 

Bureau of Land Management 

 

B.   Land Use Plan (LUP) Conformance 

 

LUP Name:  Roswell Resource Management Plan as Amended Approved:  October 1997 

 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically 

provided for in the following LUP decisions:  

 

Minerals Management, Fluid Minerals Goal: Provide for the leasing, exploration and 

development of oil and gas resources within the Roswell Resource Area. 

 

C.  Applicable National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documents and other related

 documents that cover the proposed action. 

 

Other document:  RFO EA# NM-510-07-89  Date Approved:  April 2007 

Other document:  RFO EA# NM-510-07-94  Date Approved:  May 2007 

Other document:  RFO EA# NM-510-07-102 Date Approved:  June 2007 

 

D.  Compliance with NEPA 

 

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9,  

 

 The proposed Application for Permit to Drill (APD) is within a developed oil and gas 

field.  A developed field is defined as any field in which a confirmation well has been 

drilled.  There were 12 original Race Horse wells and all of them that have been drilled 

are producers. 

 

 There is an existing NEPA document (including that supporting a land use plan) that 

contains a reasonably foreseeable development scenario encompassing this action.  The 



'97 Roswell Resource Management Plan (RMP) contains the reasonable-foreseeable-

development projection (RFD).  Using the RMP in conjunction with the Environmental 

Assessment (EA) or EAs for the original 12 Race Horse wells yields enough impacts 

analyses to cover the new Race Horse wells. 

 

 The NEPA document was finalized or supplemented within five years of spudding the 

well.  The EAs for the original Race Horse wells analyzed site-specific impacts and are 

less than 2 years old.  The new proposals are the same impacts repeated.   

 

As this is an Energy Act CX under Section 390 Categorical Exclusions for Oil and Gas 

Development under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, a sufficient review is not required to 

determine if any of the extraordinary circumstances apply (516 DM 2, Appendix 2).   

 

Approved by: 

 

__/s/ Jerry Dutchover_____________________Date______November 04, 2008__________ 

Angel Mayes, 

Assistant Field Manager,  

Lands and Minerals 

 

  



Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Roswell Field Office 

2909 W. Second Street 

Roswell, New Mexico 88201 

 

 

Project: All Along 1525-17 Fed Com #2H   Lease Number:  NM-112249 

Location:  SHL: 760ô FSL & 190ô FEL, Sec. 17 T15S-R25E 

  BHL: 760ô FSL & 660 FWL, Sec. 17 T15S R25E 

Applicant: Parallel Petroleum Corp.     

NEPA: NM-P510-2008-152-CX     Archeological Report:  09-R-017-A  

Roswell Field Office: (575) 627-0272 

 

 

Decision Record 

 

Based upon the analysis, the proposed drilling of the above well is approved. This includes a 

well pad 345 feet long by 288 feet wide (plus 20' X 30') with no new road construction for a total 

of 2.30 acres of surface disturbance.  This well is on federal surface, accessing federal minerals, 

and requires no right-of-way. 

The Bureau of Land Managementôs approval of the APD does not relieve the lessee and operator 

from obtaining required authorizations from the private surface owner. 

 

This proposed action is in compliance with the 1997 Roswell Resource Management Plan, as 

amended.  This proposed action also has been reviewed to determine if the proposed action 

conforms to the land-use planning terms and conditions required by 43 CFR 1610.5.  This action 

does not conflict with existing county land-use planning or zoning. 

 

Administrative Review and Appeal:  Under BLM regulations, this Decision Record (DR) is 

subject to administrative review in accordance with 43 CFR 3165.  Any request for 

administrative review of this DR must include information required under 43 CFR 3165.3(b) 

(State Director Review), including all supporting documentation. 

 

Any party who is adversely affected by the State Directorôs decision may appeal that decision to 

the Interior Board of Land Appeals, as provided in 43 CFR 3165.4. 

 

 

 

 

 __/s/ Jerry Dutchover_____________________Date______November 04, 2008__________ 

Angel Mayes, 

Assistant Field Manager,  

Lands and Minerals 

 



EXHIBIT A  

General Location Map

 
  


